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TIP SheetTHE EIGHT PARTS OF SPEECH There are eight parts of speech in the English language: noun, pronoun, verb, adjective, adverb, preposition, conjunction, and interjection. The part of speech indicates how the word functions in meaning as well as grammatically within the sentence. An individual word can function as more than one part of
speech when used in different circumstances. Understanding parts of speech is essential for determining the correct definition of a word when using the dictionary. 1. NOUN A noun is the name of a person, place, thing, or idea. man... Butte College... house... happiness A noun is a word for a person, place, thing, or idea. Nouns are often used with an
article (the, a, an), but not always. Proper nouns always start with a capital letter; common nouns do not. Nouns can be singular or plural, concrete or abstract. Nouns show possession by adding 's. Nouns can function in different roles within a sentence; for example, a noun can be a subject, direct object, indirect object, subject complement, or object
of a preposition. The young girl brought me a very long letter from the teacher, and then she quickly disappeared. Oh my! See the TIP Sheet on "Nouns" for further information. 2. PRONOUN A pronoun is a word used in place of a noun. She... we... they... it A pronoun is a word used in place of a noun. A pronoun is usually substituted for a specific
noun, which is called its antecedent. In the sentence above, the antecedent for the pronoun she is the girl. Pronouns are further defined by type: personal pronouns refer to specific persons or things; possessive pronouns indicate ownership; reflexive pronouns are used to emphasize another noun or pronoun; relative pronouns introduce a subordinate
clause; and demonstrative pronouns identify, point to, or refer to nouns. The young girl brought me a very long letter from the teacher, and then she quickly disappeared. Oh my! See the TIP Sheet on "Pronouns" for further information. 3. VERB A verb expresses action or being. jump... is... write... become The verb in a sentence expresses action or
being. There is a main verb and sometimes one or more helping verbs. ("She can sing." Sing is the main verb; can is the helping verb.) A verb must agree with its subject in number (both are singular or both are plural). Verbs also take different forms to express tense. The young girl brought me a very long letter from the teacher, and then she quickly
disappeared. Oh my! See the TIP Sheet on "Verbs" for more information. 4. ADJECTIVE An adjective modifies or describes a noun or pronoun. pretty... old... blue... smart An adjective is a word used to modify or describe a noun or a pronoun. It usually answers the question of which one, what kind, or how many. (Articles [a, an, the] are usually
classified as adjectives.) The young girl brought me a very long letter from the teacher, and then she quickly disappeared. Oh my! See the TIP Sheet on "Adjectives" for more information. 5. ADVERB An adverb modifies or describes a verb, an adjective, or another adverb. gently... extremely... carefully... well An adverb describes or modifies a verb, an
adjective, or another adverb, but never a noun. It usually answers the questions of when, where, how, why, under what conditions, or to what degree. Adverbs often end in -ly. The young girl brought me a very long letter from the teacher, and then she quickly disappeared. Oh my! See the TIP Sheet on "Adverbs" for more information.
6. PREPOSITION A preposition is a word placed before a noun or pronoun to form a phrase modifying another word in the sentence. by... with.... about... until (by the tree, with our friends, about the book, until tomorrow) A preposition is a word placed before a noun or pronoun to form a phrase modifying another word in the sentence. Therefore a
preposition is always part of a prepositional phrase. The prepositional phrase almost always functions as an adjective or as an adverb. The following list includes the most common prepositions: The young girl brought me a very long letter from the teacher, and then she quickly disappeared. Oh my! See the TIP Sheet on "Prepositions" for more
information. 7. CONJUNCTION A conjunction joins words, phrases, or clauses. and... but... or... while... because A conjunction joins words, phrases, or clauses, and indicates the relationship between the elements joined. Coordinating conjunctions connect grammatically equal elements: and, but, or, nor, for, so, yet. Subordinating conjunctions connect
clauses that are not equal: because, although, while, since, etc. There are other types of conjunctions as well. The young girl brought me a very long letter from the teacher, and then she quickly disappeared. Oh my! See the TIP Sheet on "Conjunctions" for more information. 8. INTERJECTION An interjection is a word used to express emotion.
Oh!... Wow!... Oops! An interjection is a word used to express emotion. It is often followed by an exclamation point. The young girl brought me a very long letter from the teacher, and then she quickly disappeared. Oh my! See the TIP Sheet on "Interjections" for more information. As a “part of speech” transition words are used to link words, phrases
or sentences. They help the reader to progress from one idea (expressed by the author) to the next idea. Thus, they help to build up coherent relationships within the text. In this lesson, you will learn a list of useful transition words and phrases in English. Transition Words and Phrases Transition Words of Addition List of transition words of addition.
As well as And Too Furthermore Also In addition to Not only - but also Or And In addition to Furthermore Moreover Besides Than Too Also Both-and Another Equally important First Second Again Further As well as In the second place Next, likewise Similarly For example For instance However Transition words of addition with examples He plays
classical music, as well as pop and jazz. There is no paradise on earth equal to the union of love and innocence ‘Nice to talk to you.’-‘Nice to talk to you too.’. He is lazy, and furthermore, he has no sense of responsibility. The rehearsal process also irked him increasingly. The film star has an incredible car in addition to a large house. We do not only
meet to share each other’s burdens but also to partake in each other’s joys. Music has charms to soothe a savage breast, to soften rocks or bend a knotted oak. Transition Words of Illustration List of transition words of illustration. Thus For example For instance Namely To illustrate In other words In particular Specifically Such as In this case For one
thing In the case of Illustrated by Transition words of illustration with examples. America wants to eliminate tariffs on items such as electronics. In this case, several solutions could be tried. For one thing, intelligence does have some impact on foreign policy, for example, towards rogue states. Murder, petty theft and tax evasion, for instance, all have
different motives and consequences. There is a similar word in many languages, for example in French and Italian. In the case of the car industry, in the case of Ford, it’s even higher. The difference is best illustrated by a case example. It is given only as an example which is easy to state. Transition Words of Cause and Effect List of cause and effect
transition words. Consequently Therefore So Because Thus Hence Due to As a result Cause and effect transition words with examples. He has broken his leg and therefore he can’t walk. Places are strictly limited, so you should apply as soon as possible. Because friendships enhance our lives, it is important to cultivate them. He didn’t work
hard. Thus he was fired. Cocaine production requires large amounts of water, hence factories are nearly always built by streams. The country economic problems are largely due to the weakness of the recovery. As a result, he went bankrupt soon. My car broke down and consequently I was late. Transition Words of Comparison List of comparison
transition words. Similarly Likewise In like fashion In like manner Analogous to As ...as As if Equally Similarly Like In the same way Comparison transition words with examples He is as tall as his brother. Since his cancer was diagnosed, he feels as if he’s living on borrowed time. False humility and its obverse, arrogance, are equally unpleasant.
Similarly, Fire Support Company had to set up their display of mortars, anti-tank missiles and Scimitar tracked recce vehicles. Benefits please like flowers, while they are fresh We like them in the same way that we like pretty curtain material. Its brain is closely comparable to the brain of a chimpanzee. And in like manner buyers will fence, and
pretend to be less eager than they really are. Transition Words of Contrast List of contrast transition words On the contrary Contrarily Notwithstanding But However Nevertheless In spite of In contrast Yet On the one hand On the other hand Rather Or Nor Conversely At the same time While this may be true Contrast transition words with examples
Weak men wait for opportunity, but the strong men make it. The ant is the most industrious animal; however, it is the most taciturn one. I want to go to the party, on the other hand, I ought to be studying. Shut the window, otherwise, it’ll get too cold in here. Dan’s actually quite nice, unlike his father. In real life, nobody was all bad, nor, conversely,
all good. I was afraid of her, but at the same time, I really liked her. In spite of my efforts, the boy remained passive. Transition Words of Emphasis List of transition words of emphasis Above all Indeed Truly Of course Certainly Surely In fact Really In truth Again Besides Also Furthermore In addition Transition words of emphasis with examples
Divorce is very painful, especially when children are concerned. The study also demonstrated a direct link between obesity and mortality. The military, in particular, were subjected to intense political indoctrination. He is old and unpopular. Furthermore, he has at best only two years of political life ahead of him. The company provides cheap Internet
access. In addition, it makes shareware freely available. This was indeed the most memorable day of my life. In any of these discussions, of course, honesty is of the essence. There certainly wasn’t any malice in her comments. Transition Words of Order List of transition words of order First/ firstly Second/ secondly Third/ thirdly Finally At that time
Previously Before List of transition words of order with examples Firstly, they must make certain that their pension needs are adequately catered for. Firstly, it’s expensive, and secondly, it’s too slow. Thirdly, they tend to see human behaviour as shaped by the system. I kept at it and finally finished at 3 o’clock in the morning At that time, it was
completely unheard-of for girls to go to university. A number of trades, previously thought of as lowly ones, began to receive more attention. He snatched the photos out of my hand before I had a chance to look at them. Transition Words of Summary/ Conclusion List of transition words of conclusion In conclusion To summarise Altogether In short To
sum up Briefly To conclude Therefore Finally Consequently Thus In short In conclusion In brief As a result Accordingly Transition words of conclusion with examples In conclusion, walking is a cheap, safe, enjoyable, and readily available form of exercise. To summarise, this is a clever approach to a common problem. Altogether, our achievements are
very great. Try tennis, badminton or windsurfing. In short, anything challenging. Well, to sum up, what is the message that you are trying to get across? In summary, all government departments are administered rather differently. Briefly, the hunter and his quarry glared at each other. To conclude, I'd like to express my thanks to my family.
Transition Words of Time & Sequence List of transition words of time & sequence Later After Before Then Soon Finally First, second... List of transition words of time & sequence with examples Later, it transpired she had failed the examination. It is not enough to help the feeble up but to support him after. Before you give up, think of the reason why
you held on so long. If you doubt yourself, then indeed you stand on shakyl1 ground. Always taking out the meal-tub, and never putting in, soon comes to the bottom. Finally, he returned to the official line from which he had swerved. First, catch your hare then cook him. Transition Words of Direction & Place List of transition words of direction &
place Here Over there Beyond Under To the left In the distance Opposite List of transition words of direction & place with examples Here is a summary of the news/a news summary. Are they friends of yours, over there? Transition Words and Phrases | Infographic The eight parts of speech are nouns, pronouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs,
prepositions, conjunctions, and interjections. Most words in English can be classified as one of these eight parts of speech, although some, like determiners, are categorized separately in modern grammar. The term part of speech refers to a word’s role in a sentence. Some words can be different parts of speech depending on how they’re used in a
sentence, such as work (noun and verb) and well (adverb, adjective, and noun). The parts of speech fall into two word classes: open (parts of speech that regularly acquire new words) and closed (parts of speech that don’t readily acquire new words). Mastering the parts of speech is essential for clear communication, strong writing, and learning other
languages. Here, we’ll explore the rules behind the different parts of speech and how to use them together in grammatically correct sentences, with examples. The Al writing assistant for anyone with work to do Table of contents What are parts of speech? What are the 8 English parts of speech? How to identify parts of speech When a word can be
different parts of speech Open vs. closed word classes The 8 parts of speech FAQs What are parts of speech? Parts of speech are the categories into which words are classified based on their functions in a sentence. They are the fundamental building blocks of grammar, grouping words into categories based on their roles and how they function within
a sentence. These categories help us understand how words relate to each other and contribute to the overall meaning of a sentence. What are the 8 English parts of speech? Here are the eight parts of speech: 1 Nouns A noun is a word that names a person, place, concept, or object. Essentially, anything that names a thing is a noun. The players
gathered on the basketball court. San Francisco is known for its iconic Golden Gate Bridge. Cleopatra was the last queen of ancient Egypt. Self-preservation is a natural instinct in dangerous situations. Common vs. proper nouns Nouns fall into two categories: common nouns and proper nouns. Common nouns are general names for things: The planet
orbits a distant star. That game show was fun to watch. Proper nouns are names or titles for specific things: You can see Jupiter in the sky tonight. Jeopardy! is my favorite game show. Concrete vs. abstract nouns Nouns can also be concrete or abstract. Concrete nouns refer to physical objects. She gave me some beautiful flowers. The noun flowers
refers to a physical object that can be seen, touched, or smelled. Abstract nouns refer to intangible qualities like love or courage. Love is a powerful force. Love represents an emotion or an idea, which lack a physical presence. 2 Pronouns Pronouns are words you substitute for specific nouns when the reader or listener already knows which specific
noun you're referring to. You might say, “Jennifer was supposed to be here at eight,” then follow it with “She’s always late; next time I'll tell her to be here a half hour earlier.” Instead of saying Jennifer’s name three times in a row, you substituted she and her, and your sentences remained grammatically correct. Types of pronouns Pronouns fall into
the following categories: Subjective: I, he, she, we Objective: me, him, her, us Possessive: mine, yours, theirs Demonstrative: this, that, these Matching pronouns to number and gender It’s important to match the pronoun to the noun in number and gender. The teacher praised her students for their hard work. Her matches the singular noun teacher
in both number (singular) and gender (female). Their matches the number of students (plural). The teacher praised their students for their hard work. In this instance, their is plural and does not align with the singular noun teacher. They/them/their can also be used as a singular, gender-neutral pronoun. Many people use gender-neutral language like
they/them/theirs and zie/hir/hirs because they feel these pronouns express their gender identity more accurately than she or he. The most common gender-neutral pronoun is the singular they. Today, it’s not uncommon to see the singular they as the default neutral pronoun. 3 Adjectives Adjectives are the words that describe nouns. Think about your
favorite movie. How would you describe it to a friend who’s never seen it? That movie was funny, engaging, and well written. When describing the movie with these words, you're using adjectives. An adjective can go right before the noun it’s describing: But it doesn’t have to. Sometimes, adjectives are at the end of a sentence: Types of adjectives
Adjectives fall into the following categories: Descriptive: red, large, cheerful Quantitative: many, three, few Comparative: taller, more beautiful Superlative: tallest, most beautiful Order of adjectives When combined, adjectives follow a specific order: Opinion — Size - Age — Shape — Color — Origin — Material — Purpose Example She bought a lovely
small old round brown British wooden coffee table. 4 Verbs Verbs are words that describe specific actions, whether physical or mental. The coach congratulated every participant who put in the work and competed. Action vs. nonaction verbs Verbs that refer to literal actions are known as action verbs. The verb runs is an action verb describing what
he does. Not all verbs refer to literal actions, though. Verbs that refer to feelings or states of being, like to love and to be, are known as nonaction verbs. The verb seems is a nonaction verb, describing a state of being rather than an action. Transitive vs. intransitive verbs Verbs can also be transitive or instransitive. A transitive verb is an action verb
that requires a direct object to complete its meaning. The object receives the action of the verb. Without the object, the sentence may feel incomplete or unclear. Here, the verb closed requires the object door. What did she close? The door. An intransitive verb is an action verb that does not require a direct object to complete its meaning. It expresses
a complete thought on its own. There is no object here, and the action verb sleeps is complete without one. 5 Adverbs An adverb is a word that describes an adjective, a verb, or another adverb. Look for -ly endings (carefully, happily), though not all adverbs follow this pattern (soon, often). I entered the room quietly. Quietly describes how you
entered (verb) the room. A cheetah is always faster than a lion. Always describes how frequently a cheetah is faster (adjective) than a lion. Here are some other examples of adverbs and what they can describe: Time: yesterday, always, soon Place: here, outside, everywhere Manner: quietly, quickly, gracefully Degree: very, extremely, almost 6
Prepositions Prepositions tell you the relationships between other words in a sentence. I left my bike leaning against the garage. Against is the preposition because it tells us where you left your bike. She put the pizza in the oven. Without the preposition in, we don’t know where the pizza is. Here are some examples of what prepositions are used for:
Direction: to, into, toward Location: in, on, under Time: at, before, during Cause/Reason: because of, due to 7 Conjunctions Conjunctions make it possible to build complex sentences that express multiple ideas. I like marinara sauce. I like alfredo sauce. I don’t like puttanesca sauce. Each of these three sentences expresses a clear idea. There’s
nothing wrong with listing your preferences like this, but it’s not the most efficient way to do it. Consider this structure instead: I like marinara sauce and alfredo sauce, but I don’t like puttanesca sauce. In this sentence, and and but are the two conjunctions linking your ideas. The 3 types of conjunctions Here are the three types of conjunctions, with
some examples of each: Coordinating: and, but, or, yet (I like pizza and pasta.) Subordinating: because, although, if (She stayed home because she was sick.) Correlative: either/or, neither/nor (Either you apologize, or I'm leaving.) 8 Interjections An interjection is a word or phrase that expresses a strong emotion, command, reaction, or sudden feeling.
It is often used as an exclamation and is typically followed by a comma or exclamation mark. Interjections can stand alone or be inserted into a sentence. Wow!That was an incredible performance. Oops!I left my keys at home. She studied all night and, phew, finally passed the exam. Well, I guess we should leave now. Interjections add emotion and
personality to writing, but you should generally avoid them in formal writing. How to identify parts of speech Sometimes, it’s difficult to tell which part of speech a word is. Here are a few easy tips for quickly figuring out what part of speech you’re dealing with: If it’s an adjective plus the ending -ly, it’'s an adverb. Examples: commonly, quickly. If you
can swap it out for a noun and the sentence still makes sense, it’s a pronoun. Examples: “He played basketball.” / “Steve played basketball.” If it’s something you do and you can modify the sentence to include the word do, it’s a verb. Examples: “I have an umbrella.” / “I do have an umbrella.” If you can remove the word and the sentence still makes
sense although you lose some detail, the word is most likely an adjective. Examples: “She drives a red van.” / “She drives a van.” And if you're ever really stumped, just look the word up. Dictionaries typically list a word’s part of speech in its entry, and if it has multiple forms with different parts of speech, they are all listed with examples. Want to
make sure you're using parts of speech correctly in your writing? Grammarly can check your spelling and save you from grammar and punctuation mistakes. It even proofreads your text, so your work is extra polished wherever you write. When a word can be different parts of speech Just like y is sometimes a vowel and sometimes a consonant, some
words are sometimes one part of speech and other times another. Let’s use the example of the word work. I work in the garden. (verb) Now, let’s use the word well as another example. She paints very well. (adverb) They are finally well now, after weeks of illness. (adjective) I dropped a penny into the well. (noun) Finally, let’s use the word but as an
example. I cooked breakfast and lunch, but Steve cooked dinner. (conjunction) I brought everything but the pens you asked for. (preposition) Sometimes, words evolve to add forms that are new parts of speech. One recent example is the word adult. Before the 2010s, adult was primarily a noun that referred to a fully grown person. It could also be
used as an adjective to refer to specific types of media, like adult contemporary music. At the turn of the 2010s, the word adulting, a brand-new verb, appeared in the internet lexicon. As a verb, adulting refers to the act of doing tasks associated with adulthood, like paying bills and grocery shopping. Open vs. closed word classes The parts of speech
fall into two word classes: open and closed. Open word classes are the parts of speech that regularly acquire new words. Language evolves, and that evolution usually takes place in nouns, adjectives, adverbs, and verbs. In 2022, new words added to the Merriam-Webster dictionary included dumbphone (noun), greenwash (verb), and cringe
(adjective). Closed word classes are the parts of speech that don’t readily acquire new words. These parts of speech are more set in stone and include pronouns, conjunctions, and prepositions. The cat is under the table. The word under is a closed class preposition that indicates a relationship between the cat and the table. The 8 parts of speech FAQs
What are the 8 parts of speech? Nouns, pronouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, and interjections. How do you tell what part of speech a word is? Look at its role in the sentence. For example, does it describe an action (verb) or a thing (noun)? Can a word be more than one part of speech? Yes, words like well and work can
function as different parts of speech depending on context. What’s the difference between open and closed word classes? Open class words can evolve, while closed class words remain fixed. What part of speech is the word like? Like can be a: Verb: I like ice cream. Preposition: She runs like the wind. Conjunction: Do it like I said. Your writing, at its
best.Works on all your favorite websitesRelated Articles Are you trying to master the grammatical rules of English? If so, understanding the 8 parts of speech is crucial. But what exactly are the parts of speech? How many are there? And how do you know which words fall into each category? Don’t worry, we’ve got you covered. In this comprehensive
guide, we will break down the definitions and examples of the 8 parts of speech, making it easier for you to navigate the intricacies of the English language. English can be a challenging language to learn, but by understanding the parts of speech, you'll gain a solid foundation for constructing sentences with clarity and precision. Whether you're a
student, a writer, or simply someone looking to improve your language skills, this article will provide you with a clear understanding of each part of speech. So, let’s immerse and explore the definitions and examples of the 8 parts of speech, empowering you to communicate effectively and confidently in English. Understanding the 8 parts of speech is
crucial for mastering English grammar.The 8 parts of speech are: nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, and interjections.Nouns represent people, places, things, or ideas.Pronouns replace nouns to avoid repetition.Verbs describe actions or states of being.Adjectives provide additional details about nouns.Adverbs
modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs.Prepositions show relationships between words in a sentence.Conjunctions join words, phrases, or clauses together.Interjections express strong emotions or surprise. When it comes to understanding the intricacies of English grammar, learning the different parts of speech is crucial. But what exactly are
parts of speech? How many are there? And how do you determine which words belong to each part of speech? In this comprehensive guide, we’ll provide clear definitions and examples for each part of speech, helping you navigate the complexities of the English language. Nouns are words that represent people, places, things, or ideas. They can be
common or proper, singular or plural. Examples of nouns include “dog,” “New York City,” and “love.” Pronouns are words used in place of nouns to avoid repetition. They can refer to individuals or groups. Examples of pronouns include “he,” “she,” “it,” and “they.” Verbs are action words that describe what a subject does or the state of being. They
can be in different tenses and forms. Examples of verbs include “run,” “jump,” and “is.” Adjectives are words that describe or modify nouns, giving more details or information about them. They can describe qualities, size, shape, color, and more. Examples of adjectives include “beautiful,” “large,” and “blue.” READ: Proper Adjectives: Definition,
Examples, and Usage Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs, providing information on how, when, where, or to what extent. They often end in “-ly.” Examples of adverbs include “quickly,” “happily,” and “very.” Prepositions show a relationship between a noun or pronoun and other words in a sentence. They indicate position, direction,
time, or manner. Examples of prepositions include “in,” “on,” “at,” and “from.” Conjunctions join words, phrases, or clauses together. They can be coordinating or subordinating. Examples of conjunctions include “and,” “but,” “or,” and “because.” Interjections are short exclamations used to express emotions or surprise. They are often followed by
exclamation marks. Examples of interjections include “Wow,” “Yay,” and “Ouch!” Understanding the different parts of speech is crucial for building a strong foundation in English grammar. Each part of speech plays a unique role in the construction of sentences, providing clarity and meaning to our language. In this section, we will explore the
definitions and examples of the eight parts of speech: noun, pronoun, verb, adjective, adverb, preposition, conjunction, and interjection. A noun is a word that identifies a person, place, thing, or idea. It can refer to both concrete objects, such as “book” or “dog,” and abstract concepts, such as “love” or “happiness.” Nouns are often referred to as
“persons, places, or things,” but it is essential to recognize that they encompass much more than that. Here are some examples of nouns used in sentences: The cat is sleeping on the couch. I love to read a good book. She has a beautiful voice. Pronouns are words that are used to replace nouns in a sentence. They help avoid repetitive use of nouns
and add fluency to our language. Personal pronouns, such as “he,” “she,” or “they,” refer to specific individuals or groups of people. Here are some examples of pronouns used in sentences: She is going to the store. We had an amazing time at the party. Please give me the book. Verbs are action words that express an action, occurrence, or state of
being. They are the backbone of a sentence and provide information about what is happening. Verbs can be either transitive or intransitive, depending on whether they require an object to complete their meaning. Here are some examples of verbs used in sentences: The dog ran in the park. I love to swim in the ocean. They are studying for the exam.
READ: Master Adverb Clauses of Reason: Complete Grammar Guide Adjectives are words that describe or modify nouns. They provide additional information about the nouns they accompany, such as their size, color, or quality. Adjectives help make our language more vivid and expressive. Here are some examples of adjectives used in sentences: She
has a beautiful smile. The blue sky is clear today. He is a talented musician. Adverbs are words that modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs. They provide information about how, when, where, or to what extent an action is performed. Adverbs enhance the meaning of a sentence and add precision to our language. Here are some examples of adverbs
used in sentences: He quickly finished his assignments. She sings beautifully. They went outside to play. Prepositions are words that indicate the relationship between a noun or pronoun and other words in a sentence. They often express location, direction, time, or manner. Prepositions are essential for understanding spatial and temporal
relationships. Here are some examples of prepositions used in sentences: The cat is under the table. We walked through the park. The book is on the shelf. Conjunctions are words that connect words, phrases, or clauses within a sentence. They help establish relationships between different parts of a sentence, coordinating or subordinating their
meaning. Conjunctions are essential for creating complex sentences. Here are some examples of conjunctions used in sentences: I will go to the store, but I need to buy milk. Because it was raining, we stayed indoors. He likes both chocolate and vanilla ice cream. Interjections are words or phrases used to convey strong emotions or reactions. They
are often standalone expressions and can add emphasis or express surprise, joy, or frustration. Interjections bring life and emotion to our language. Here are some examples of interjections used in sentences: Wow, that’s an impressive performance! Ouch, that hurt! Alas, I lost my wallet. Understanding and mastering the eight parts of speech will
greatly enhance your language skills and enable you to effectively communicate in English. From nouns that identify people and things to verbs that express actions, each part of speech contributes to the overall structure and meaning of a sentence. Keep practicing and exploring the various functions of these parts of speech to become a confident
English speaker and writer. Nouns play a crucial role in sentence construction as they represent people, places, things, or ideas. Here are some examples of nouns: READ: Possessive Pronouns: Examples and Exercises Pronouns, on the other hand, replace nouns to avoid repetition. Here are a few examples for better understanding: If you leave now,
only James and I will remain behind. Their feet ached more than ours. Verbs express actions, feelings, or states of being. Check out these verb examples: We sang songs, danced all night, and by the morning had fallen in love. Can you bring me something from the kitchen? Adjectives add descriptions to nouns. Here are a few examples: She has a
beautiful smile. The tall building stood out in the city skyline. Adverbs add meaning to verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs. Take a look at these examples: The car drove quickly down the street. She performed very well in the competition. Prepositions express the relationship between nouns, pronouns, and other words. Here are some examples: The
book is on the table. The cat jumped over the fence. Conjunctions connect words, phrases, or clauses within a sentence. Check out these examples: He likes tea and coffee. She is tired, but she is determined to finish the project. Interjections convey strong emotions or sudden reactions. Here are a few examples: Wow, what a beautiful sunset! Oh no, I
forgot to bring my umbrella. Remember, understanding the different parts of speech and their functions is crucial in constructing meaningful sentences. Keep practicing and exploring the various examples to strengthen your language skills. Now that you have a clear understanding of the eight parts of speech in English grammar, you are equipped
with the knowledge to construct sentences with precision and clarity. By mastering the definitions and examples of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, and interjections, you can effectively communicate in English. Each part of speech serves a unique purpose in sentence construction, providing meaning and
structure to our language. Nouns name people, places, things, or ideas, while pronouns replace nouns to avoid repetition. Verbs express actions or states of being, while adjectives and adverbs provide descriptions and modify other words. Prepositions indicate relationships between words, conjunctions connect words or phrases, and interjections
express strong emotions. By practicing and exploring the functions of these parts of speech, you will become a confident English speaker and writer. Remember to apply this knowledge in your daily conversations and written communication to enhance your language skills. Continue to refine your understanding and usage of the eight parts of speech,
and watch as your language abilities flourish. Every word is a part of speech playing a specific role in sentences or paragraphs. Parts of speech provide an organized way to align words and phrases, it is a fundamental meaning for a language to become more understandable and serve a specific purpose. Here, in this article, we will see what is Part of
Speech, its types, and its uses. So let us dive in deeper to learn more about it!What is Part of Speech?The English language has thousands of words and every word has some function to perform. Some words are there to show action, some to join, and some to name something. There are 8 different parts of speech including nouns, verbs, adjectives,
adverbs, pronouns, prepositions, conjunction, and interjection. And together, all the functions performed by words in the English language fall under Parts of speech. Parts of Speech DefinitionThe parts of speech are the "traditional grammatical categories to which words are assigned in accordance with their syntactic functions, such as noun,
verb, adjective, adverb, and so on." In other words, they refer to the different roles that words can play in a sentence and how they relate to one another based on grammar and syntax.Parts of Speech ChartTypesFunctionExamplesSentencesNounRefers to Things or personPen, Chair, Ram, HonestyCars are expensive.This chair is made of wood.Ram is
a topper.Honesty is the best policy.PronounReplaces a nounl, you, he, she, it, theyThey are expensive.lt is of wood.He is a topper.It is the best policyAdjectiveDescribes a nounSuper, Red, Our, Big, GreatclassSupercars are expensiveThe red chair is for kidsRam is a class topper.Great things take time.VerbDescribes action or statePlay, be, work, love,
likel play footballl will be a doctorl like to workl love writing poems.AdverbDescribes a verb, adjective or adverbSilently, too, veryl love reading silently.It is too tough to handle.He can speak very fast.PrepositionLinks a noun to another wordat, in, of, after, under,The ball is under the table.I am at a restaurant.she is in trouble.l am going after her.It is
so nice of himConjunctionJoins clauses and sentencesand, but, though, afterFirst, I will go to college and then I may go to Fest.I don’t have a car but I know how to drive.She failed the exam though she worked hard.He will come after he finishes his match. InterjectionShows exclamationoh! wow!, alas! Hurray!Oh! I got fail again.Wow! I got the
job.Alas! She is no more.Hurray! We are going to a party. All Parts of Speech with Examples There are 8 different types of parts of speech i.e., Nouns, Pronouns, Adjectives, Verbs, Adverb, prepositions, Conjunction, and Interjection. Noun - A noun is a word that names a person, place, thing, state, or quality. It can be singular or plural. Nouns are a
part of speech.Function: Refers to Things or personExamples: Pen, Chair, Ram, HonestySentences: Cars are expensive, This chair is made of wood, and Ram is a topper, Honesty is the best policy.Pronoun - The word used in place of a noun or a noun phrase is known as a pronoun. A pronoun is used in place of a noun to avoid the repetition of the
noun. Function: Replaces a nounExamples: I, you, he, she, it, theySentences: They are expensive, It is of wood, He is a topper, It is the best policyAdjective - A word that modifies a noun or a pronoun is an adjective. Generally, an adjective’s function is to further define and quantify a noun or pronoun.Function: Describes a nounExamples: Super, Red,
Our, Big, Great, classSentences: Supercars are expensive, The red chair is for kids, Ram is a class topper, and Great things take time.Verb - A word or a group of words that describes an action, a state, or an event is called a verb. A verb is a word that says what happens to somebody or what somebody or something does.Function: Describes action or
stateExamples: Pen, Chair, Ram, HonestySentences: I play football, I will be a doctor, I like to work, I love writing poems.Adverb - A verb, adjective, another adverb, determiner, clause, preposition, or sentence is typically modified by an adverb. Adverbs often answer questions like “how,” “in what way,” “when,” “where,” and “to what extent” by
expressing things like method, place, time, frequency, degree, level of certainty, etcFunction: Describes a verb, adjective, or adverbExamples: Silently, too, verySentences: I love reading silently, It is too tough to handle, He can speak very fast.Preposition - A preposition is called a connector or linking word which has a very close relationship with the
noun, pronoun or adjective that follows it. Prepositions show position in space, movement, direction, etc.Function: Links a noun to another wordExamples: at, in, of, after, under,Sentences: The ball is under the table, I am at a restaurant, she is in trouble, I am going after her, It is so nice of himConjunction - A conjunction is a word that connects
clauses, sentences, or other words. Conjunctions can be used alone or in groups of two.Function: Joins clauses and sentencesExamples: and, but, though, afterSentences: First, I will go to college and then I may go to Fest, I don't have a car but I know how to drive, She failed the exam though she worked hard, He will come after he finishes his
match. Interjection - An interjection is a word or phrase expressing some sudden feelings of sadness or emotions. Function: Shows exclamationExamples: oh! wow!, alas! Hurray!Sentences: Oh! I got fail again, Wow! I got the job, Alas! She is no more, Hurray! We are going to a party.These are the main parts of speech, but there are additional
subcategories and variations within each. Understanding the different parts of speech can help construct grammatically correct sentences and express ideas clearly.Sentence Examples for the 8 Parts of SpeechNounExamples: Luggage, Cattle.Sentence: Never leave your luggage unattended.In some places, cattle are fed barely.PronounExamples:
who, either, themselvesSentence: I know a man who plays the guitar very well.Either of the two cars is for sale.They enjoyed themselves at the party.AdjectiveExamples: kind, moving, wounder.Sentence: She is a kind person.Boarding a moving bus can be dangerous.Never poke a wounded animal.VerbExamples: Praise, Hate, PunishSentence: She
always praises her friends.I don't hate anybody.The boy has been punished by his teacherAdverbExamples: Always, enough, immediatelySentence: we should always help each other.We should be wise enough to understand what is good for us.We should leave bad habits immediately.PrepositionExamples: Off, Below, From. toSentence: He plunged off
the cliffI live below the 9th floor.I travel daily from Delhi to Noida.ConjunctionExamples: whereas, as well as, so, Sentence: The new software is fairly simple whereas the old one was a bit complicated.The finance company is not performing well as well as some of its competitors.He was ready so he may come. InterjectionExamples: oops! whoa!
phew! Sentence: Oops! I forgot to mention her name.Whoa! you drive fast. Phew! That was a close call, we had a narrow escape.Parts of Speech Exercise - Test your Knowledge of Part of speech Choose the correct Parts of Speech of the BOLD word from the following questions.1. Let us play, Shall We? a. Conjunction b. Pronoun c. Verb2.
It is a good practice to arrange books on shelves. a.Verb b.Noun c. Adjective3. Whose books are these?  a. Pronoun b. Preposition c. verb4. Father, please get me that toy. a. Pronoun b. Adverb c. Adjectiveb. His mentality is rather obnoxious. a. Adverb b. Adjective c. Noun6. He is the guy whose money got stolen.
a. Pronoun b. Conjunction c. Adjective7. I will have finished my semester by the end of this year. a. Interjection b. Conjunction c. Preposition8. Bingo! That's the one I have been looking for a. Interjection b. Conjunctio c. PrepositionQuiz Answers:1.c, 2. b, 3.a, 4.c, 5.a, 6.b, 7.c, 8.a English Grammar : Learn Rules of
Grammar and Basics Parts of Speech: Definitions, Examples & 8 Types Proper Noun - Definition, Examples, & Rules Common Noun - Definition, Examples, List & Usage Plural Noun - Rules and Examples Possessive Noun - Meaning, Usage, Rules and Examples What is Collective Noun? List of Examples, Uses and Exercises Abstract Nouns - Definition,
Examples, List, Usage What is a Compound Noun? Definition, Types & Examples What are Countable Noun? What are Uncountable Noun - How to use them? Material Noun: Definition, Examples, Rules & Exercises Reflexive Pronoun Subject Pronouns - Definition, Example and Exercise Relative Pronouns - Definition, Uses and Examples Demonstrative
Pronouns - Definition and Examples Possessive Pronouns - Definition, Usage and Examples Indefinite Pronoun Personal Pronoun - Definition, Rules and Examples Interrogative Pronoun Reciprocal Pronouns - Definition, Examples & Uses What is a Verb? Types, Uses, Examples Verb Forms Main Verbs - Meaning, Types and Examples Helping Verb:
Definition, Types and Examples Auxiliary Verbs: Definition, Examples & List What Are Modal Verbs? a€“ Definition, Usage & Examples Adjective - Definition, List, Types, Uses and Examples Proper Adjectives Definition and Examples Possessive Adjectives - Definition, Example and List Interrogative Adjective - Meaning, Definition and Examples What
Is an Adverb? Definition, List & Examples Conjunctive Adverbs - Meaning, Examples and Exercises Adverbs of Time - Examples, Meaning, and Definition Adverbs of Place - Definition, List and Examples What are Adverbs of Degree? Definition, List and Examples Adverbs of Manner - Meaning, Definition and Examples What is a Conjunction - Meaning,
Definition, Types & Exercises Subordinating Conjunction - Meaning, Definition, Types and Examples Last updated on June 17th, 2025 at 11:05 pmHave you ever stopped to think about how sentences are made in English? Every word we use has a unique role, and understanding those roles can make sentences precise and error-free. That’s where the
8 parts of speech come in. In this lesson, we’ll break down the 8 parts of speech definitions and examples so you can see how they work in real life.Each part of speech has its own role—some words name things, some show action, and others connect ideas. When you understand these roles, English becomes much easier to learn and use.However, if
you want to improve your English grammar skills, you must know the parts of speech. Otherwise, it won’t be easy to learn English grammar more accurately. Let us know the definition of parts of speech in English grammar.When it comes to the definition of parts of speech, the simple definition is that every word in a sentence is called a part of
speech. Parts of speech can be described as words that play different roles in creating a meaningful sentence. Let’s look at the sentence below.Wow! I see a very stunning bird flying in the sky.This sentence clearly explains the 8 parts of speech in English. Every word in the sentence is a part of speech.Note: A single word can function as more than
one part of speech in terms of its use in sentences. For example:Sometimes, I dream about you.I have a dream to be a doctor.In the first sentence, “dream” functions as a verb, but in the second sentence, the same word “dream” functions as a noun.]J.C. Nesfield: “The different kinds of words are called Parts of Speech.”Wren & Martin: “Words are
divided into different kinds of classes, called Parts of speech, according to their use; that is, according to the work they do in the sentence.”There are eight types of Parts of Speech in English grammar. They are:NounsPronounsAdjectivesVerbsAdverbsPrepositionsConjunctionsinterjectionsPart of SpeechDefinitionExample SentenceNounNames a
person, place, thing, or ideaThe teacher gave us homework.PronounTakes the place of a nounShe is my best friend.VerbShows an action or a state of beingThey run every morning.AdjectiveDescribes a noun or pronounHe wore a blue shirt.AdverbDescribes a verb, adjective, or another adverbShe sings beautifully.PrepositionShows the relationship
between a noun or pronoun and another word in the sentenceThe deer wanders in the forest.ConjunctionJoins words, phrases, or sentences togetherl wanted to visit the place, but he stopped me.InterjectionShows strong emotion or feelingWow! This watch is amazing!Any naming word (person, place, thing, or idea) is called a Noun. In other words,
we can say that anything that names a person, place, idea, or object is a noun. Sometimes, many students think a noun is the name of a person or place only, but it can also be a thing, an idea, a feeling, an object, etc.Let us look at some examples of nouns: John, boy, watch, country, United Kingdom, New York City, cow, army, iron, honesty, virtue, etc.
Nouns are marked as bold in the below sentences for easy identification:John is a good boy.She gives an attractive watch.The United Kingdom is my favorite country.My brother lives in New York City.The Cow is roaming in the field.The army protects its homeland.Iron is beneficial for our daily lives.Honesty is a good virtue.There are five types of
nouns in English. They are:Proper nounsCommon nounsCollective nounsMaterial nounsAbstract nounsPronouns are words that replace a noun to avoid repetition and make sentences easy to understand. If we use a single noun for every sentence, it doesn’t look good. For example, James goes to meet with his friends, and James is enjoying the party,
and James recollects his old memories.Here, we use a single noun (James) for every sentence, and that’s why it looks weird. But if we use the pronoun ‘he’ for the last two sentences instead of ‘James,’ it seems pretty good.That’s why we need to use a pronoun instead of a noun. Let us look at examples of pronouns: he, himself, she, they, I, we, it, etc.
Pronouns are marked as bold in the below sentences for easy identification:He is going to the market to buy a T-shirt.The task is done by himself.She plays with her classmates.I am the only man who understands the matter.We are going to arrange a free campaign.It was considered that he would win the trophy.Those are my favorite books.There are
nine types of pronouns. They are:Personal pronounsPossessive pronounsReflexive pronounsDemonstrative pronounsindefinite pronounsRelative pronounslInterrogative pronounsDistributive pronounsReciprocal pronounsA word used to describe a noun or pronoun is called an Adjective. In other words, an adjective usually modifies a noun or a pronoun
to add extra information. Just imagine if you have a pet. How would you describe it to others? You might describe your pet as beautiful, charming, attractive, awesome, splendid, etc., right? If you use these words, you use adjectives.Let us see some other examples of adjectives and use them in sentences. Happy, good, clever, intelligent, lazy, large,
etc. Adjectives are marked as bold in the below sentences for easy identification:He looks like he is happy now.They had been playing good cricket at the time.Don’t try to be more clever.Undoubtedly, he is an intelligent person.This animal is so lazy.I saw a large building.There are nine types of adjectives. They are:Proper AdjectivesAdjectives of
QualityAdjectives of QuantityNumeral AdjectivesDemonstrative AdjectivesDistributive AdjectivesInterrogative AdjectivesPossessive AdjectivesArticlesA word that expresses an action or doing something is called a Verb. Verbs are words that describe what the subject of the sentence is doing. A verb is the backbone of a meaningful sentence because,
without a verb, a sentence is meaningless. For example, I  a smartphone. Does the sentence make any sense? Instead, if we include a verb in the blank, then the sentence becomes meaningful as “I bought a smartphone.”Let us see some examples of verbs and use them in sentences. Am, is, are, was, were, have, has, had, can, could, should, will,
go, play, read, want, sing, etc.Verbs are marked as bold in the below sentences for easy identification:I am good at English.He is a good boy.They are playing on the field.She was suffering from a fever.These two boys were going to catch fish.I have a beautiful doll.They have gone to this place.He has done his job successfully.My sister had a sweet
dog.He can do this work.You could attend this meeting.His father shall go to the field.You should be attentive to your studies.She will go to meet her friends.He would claim a better job.Read the book carefully.The boy wants to sing a song.There are four types of verbs. They are:Auxiliary verbsPrincipal verbsTransitive verbsIntransitive verbsA word
that is used to add something to the meaning or modify a verb, an adjective, or another adverb is called an Adverb. Adverbs are words that modify every part of speech except nouns or pronouns. They often describe how, when, where, or to what extent something happens.Look at the sentence: I had a _ handsome cat. If we fill the blank with the
word “very,” then it adds an extra meaning and modifies the adjective (handsome) as well. So, the word “very” is an adverb.Let’s see some examples of adverbs and use them in sentences. About, after, before, quickly, fast, slow, etc. Adverbs are marked as bold in the below sentences for easy identification:I hardly meet my friend.Did you see him
yesterday?He has done his task quickly.They want to run fast.The tortoise walks slowly.There are six types of Adverbs. They are:Adverbs of mannerAdverbs of timeAdverbs of placeAdverbs of degreeAdverbs of frequencyConjunctive adverbsA word that is placed before a noun or a pronoun or a noun-equivalent to show its relation to any other term of
the sentence is called a Preposition. Prepositions show the relationship between other words in a sentence. They often indicate time, place, and direction.Here is an example: “I have recently visited the place and sat beside the lake.” In the sentence beside is a preposition because it shows that in which place I sat.Let’s see some other examples of
prepositions and use them in sentences. On, in, to, for, with, within, above, over, etc. Prepositions are marked as bold in the below sentences for easy identification:He stores his books on his bookshelf.They have been playing football on the field since morning.He goes to the market to buy some clothes.She is dancing with her mates.The plane was
flying above my head.He couldn’t succeed in this plan over the years.There are three types of prepositions. They are:Simple prepositionsDouble prepositionsCompound prepositionsA word that is usually used to join one word to another, one word to a clause, or one sentence to another is called a Conjunction. Conjunctions help us to build complex
sentences and express our thoughts more elaborately. To get the idea more clear, let’s look at the following sentences:He is a poor man.He is very honest.These two are simple sentences, right? If we combine the two sentences together with a conjunction then we can express the thing more clearly as, Though he is a poor man, he is honest.Let’s see
some other examples of conjunctions and use them in sentences. And, but, or, if, though, than, since, so-that, as soon as, either-or, neither-nor, etc. Conjunctions are marked as bold in the following sentences for easy identification:Janny and Jammy are good friends.He is rich but cheap-minded.Please read more, or you will fail the exam.They will be
good doctors if they work hard.He could attend the meeting though he had enough time.The boy is taller than the girl.It has been raining since morning.The older man is so poor that he can’t buy enough food.He left the place as soon as they came.Either Jack or John will do the task.She will neither come here nor her friend.Conjunctions are of three
types. They are:Coordinating ConjunctionsSubordinating ConjunctionsCorrelative ConjunctionsAn Interjection is a word used to express a short, sudden emotion or excitement. Interjections are words or phrases that express strong emotions or feelings. For example, hurrah! Alas! Oops! etc. Interjections are marked as bold in the below sentences for
easy identification:Hurrah! We won the match.Alas! She is no more.Oops! They can’t do this job correctly. Wow! I got my desired laptop.Oh! The villagers have failed to catch the thief.There are three kinds of Interjections. They are:Volitive InterjectionsEmotive InterjectionsCognitive InterjectionsThese eight parts of speech— nouns, pronouns,
adjectives, verbs, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, and interjections are the fundamental parts of English grammar. We can make meaningful and attractive sentences by using these parts of speech.Learning parts of speech doesn’t have to be boring or difficult. With a little practice and some real-life examples, you’ll start to notice these 8 parts of
speech in everything you read and write. And the more you use them, the more natural they’ll feel.Parts of speech are words that are assigned in a sentence to play different roles to make meaningful sentences. Every word in a sentence is a part of speech.There are 8 parts of speech in English. They are nouns, pronouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs,
prepositions, conjunctions, and interjections.A noun names a person, place, thing, or idea, while a pronoun replaces a noun to avoid repetition.Verbs typically describe actions, occurrences, or states of being. Look for words that show what the subject is doing or experiencing.The word “which” is a pronoun when it introduces a relative clause (e.g.,
“The book which I read was interesting”) and an adjective when it is used to specify a noun (e.g., “Which book do you want?”). Parts of Speech Quiz QuestionYour answer: Correct answer: You got { {SCORE _CORRECT}} out of {{SCORE _TOTAL} }Have a look at these useful links:Azizul Hakim is the founder & CEO of englishfinders.com. He is a
passionate writer, English instructor, and content creator. He has completed his graduation and post-graduation in English language and literature. Each word in a sentence serves a specific function—some name things, others describe, show action, or connect ideas. These functions are grouped into eight categories called parts of speech. In this
guide, you'll explore all eight parts of speech with clear explanations and useful examples. You’ll also learn how to spot them in sentences and understand how one word can take on different roles depending on its use.In English grammar, parts of speech are the basic categories that describe how words function in a sentence. Each part of speech has
a different job—some words name people or things, others show actions, describe qualities, or connect ideas.There are eight traditional parts of speech in English:NounsPronounsVerbsAdjectivesAdverbsPrepositionsConjunctionsinterjectionsEvery word you use falls into one of these categories based on how it’s used. For example, the word “light” can
be a noun (“The light is bright”), an adjective (“a light jacket”), or a verb (“They light the candles”)—its role depends on the sentence.A noun is a word that names a person, place, thing, or idea. Nouns are often the subject of a sentence, but they can also act as objects, complements, or objects of a preposition.While all nouns name something, they
can be grouped into different types:Common nouns refer to general names: teacher, river, phoneProper nouns name specific people or places and are capitalized: India, Maria, AmazonAbstract nouns name ideas or feelings: honesty, fear, friendshipCollective nouns refer to groups: team, family, flockNouns often work with articles (a, an, the) and can
be singular or plural, depending on the context.A pronoun is a word that takes the place of a noun. Pronouns help avoid repetition and make sentences easier to read or say. Instead of repeating the noun every time, a pronoun can be used once the noun is known.There are several kinds of pronouns, each serving a specific function:Personal pronouns:
I, you, he, she, it, we, theyPossessive pronouns: mine, yours, his, hers, ours, theirsReflexive pronouns: myself, yourself, themselvesDemonstrative pronouns: this, that, these, thoseRelative pronouns: who, whom, which, thatIndefinite pronouns: someone, anyone, everything, fewHe called just a minute ago. (personal pronoun)This is my favorite book.
(demonstrative pronoun)She taught herself how to play guitar. (reflexive pronoun)The girl who won the contest is my cousin. (relative pronoun)Everyone was invited to the meeting. (indefinite pronoun)Pronouns must match the noun they replace in number (singular/plural) and gender, when necessary.A verb shows action or describes a state of
being. It’s the part of the sentence that tells what the subject does or what condition it’s in. Without a verb, a sentence can’t function.Verbs fall into different categories based on how they work:Action verbs express physical or mental actions: run, think, eatLinking verbs connect the subject to more information: be, seem, becomeHelping verbs work
with main verbs to show tense or voice: have, is, will, canVerbs can also be:They built a new fence last weekend. (action verb)The soup smells delicious. (linking verb)She has finished her assignment. (helping + main verb)I ran five kilometers this morning. (intransitive use)He kicked the ball hard. (transitive use)Understanding verbs also helps when
learning verb tenses, subject-verb agreement, and voice.An adjective is a word that describes or modifies a noun or pronoun. It gives more detail about a person, place, thing, or idea, such as how many, which one, or what kind.Adjectives answer questions like:What kind? (blue shirt, loud noise)How many? (three books, several chances)Which one?
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(this bag, last cookie)They live in a quiet neighborhood. (descriptive adjective)Can you pass me that notebook? (demonstrative adjective)He scored three goals in the match. (number adjective)She forgot her keys at home. (possessive adjective)Which road leads to the lake? (interrogative adjective)Adjectives usually come before the noun, but they can
also follow linking verbs: The sky is clear.An adverb is a word that modifies a verb, adjective, or another adverb. It adds detail about how, when, where, or to what extent something happens.Adverbs can answer:How? (gently, quickly, clearly)When? (yesterday, soon, always)Where? (outside, here, nearby)To what extent? (completely, barely, very)Not
all adverbs end in -ly, though many do. Words like often, fast, and almost are also adverbs.She speaks clearly during presentations. (modifies a verb)It’s a very hot day. (modifies an adjective)They arrived too early. (modifies another adverb)We’ll leave soon after lunch. (modifies a verb)The cat sat quietly in the corner. (modifies a verb)Adverbs are
flexible and can appear at the beginning, middle, or end of a sentence, depending on what they describe.A preposition is a word that shows the relationship between a noun (or pronoun) and another word in the sentence. It often indicates location, direction, time, or cause.A preposition is always followed by a noun or pronoun, forming a prepositional
phrase (e.g., on the table, after the game).Location: under the bed, at the stationDirection: into the room, toward the exitTime: before dinner, during the meetingCause or method: because of rain, by trainThe keys are on the table. (location)She walked through the tunnel. (direction)We’ll meet after the class. (time)He succeeded because of his
determination. (cause)They traveled by car. (method)Some common prepositions include: in, on, at, by, for, to, with, from, about, over, under, during, and through.A conjunction is a word that connects words, phrases, or clauses. It helps join parts of a sentence so ideas flow clearly and logically.Coordinating conjunctions: Connect equal parts (words,
phrases, or independent clauses).Common ones: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so (remembered with the acronym FANBOYS)Subordinating conjunctions: Connect a dependent clause to an independent clause.Examples: because, although, while, if, unless, since, before, afterCorrelative conjunctions: Work in pairs to connect balanced ideas.Examples:
either...or, neither...nor, both...and, not only...but alsol wanted to go out, but it started raining. (coordinating)We’ll leave after the meeting ends. (subordinating)Neither the manager nor the assistant was available. (correlative)She can come if she finishes her work. (subordinating)Using conjunctions properly helps you combine ideas without making
your writing choppy or confusing.An interjection is a word or short phrase that expresses a sudden emotion or reaction. Interjections often stand alone and are typically found at the beginning of a sentence. They’re commonly used in conversation and informal writing.They can express:Surprise: Wow! Oh no!Joy: Yay! Hooray!Disapproval: Ugh!
Ew!Pain or distress: Ouch! Ow!Agreement or hesitation: Yes, No, Hmm, WellWow! That was an incredible performance.Oops, I forgot to attach the file.Hey, are you coming with us?Ugh! I can’t believe I missed the bus again.Well, I guess that makes sense.Most interjections are followed by an exclamation mark or a comma, depending on the tone or
strength of the feeling.Some words in English can function as more than one part of speech, depending on how they’re used in a sentence. This flexibility often confuses learners, but recognizing the word’s role in context makes it easier to understand.LightNoun: The light is too bright in this room.Adjective: She wore a light jacket in the spring.Verb:
They light the candles every evening.RunVerb: He runs five miles every day.Noun: She went for a run before breakfast.FastAdjective: It’s a fast car.Adverb: He drives fast on the highway.To figure out what part of speech a word is, look at how it functions within the sentence, not just the word itself. The same word can play different roles depending
on its use.Find the sentence’s subject and verb firstThese are usually a noun or a pronoun and a verb.Look at what each word is doingAsk questions like:Is it naming something? (noun)Is it replacing a noun? (pronoun)Is it describing something? (adjective/adverb)Is it showing action or state? (verb)Is it connecting ideas? (conjunction)Is it showing
position or time? (preposition)Is it expressing a feeling? (interjection)Use sentence structure cluesPlacement often helps. Adjectives typically appear before nouns. Adverbs may follow verbs or come before adjectives.Sentence: She quickly opened the old book.She — pronoun (replaces a noun as the subject)quickly — adverb (describes how she
opened)opened — verb (action)the — article (a type of determiner, often grouped with adjectives)old — adjective (describes the book)book — noun (thing)This table gives you a quick overview of the eight parts of speech, including what each one does and an example to help you recognize it in context.Part of SpeechFunctionExampleNounNames a
person, place, thing, or ideaShe adopted a dog.PronounReplaces a nounThey are arriving soon.VerbShows action or state of beingHe wrote a message.AdjectiveDescribes a noun or pronounlt was a cold morning.AdverbDescribes a verb, adjective, or another adverbShe ran quickly.PrepositionShows relationship between words (time, place)The bag is
under the table.ConjunctionConnects words, phrases, or clausesl wanted tea, but had coffee.InterjectionExpresses emotion or reactionWow! That’s amazing.Try these short questions to check how well you can identify parts of speech in real sentences. For each bolded word, decide which part of speech it is.The baby slept peacefully through the
night.Which part of speech is “peacefully”?Wow! That was unexpected.What is “Wow”?We bought three new chairs for the balcony.What is “three”?She is the team leader.Which part of speech is “is”?They walked across the bridge slowly.What is “across”?They walked across the bridge slowly.What is “across”?The eight parts of speech are: noun,
pronoun, verb, adjective, adverb, preposition, conjunction, and interjection. Each plays a specific role in how a sentence is formed and understood.Yes. Many words can function differently depending on the sentence. For example, “light” can be a noun (“Turn on the light”), an adjective (“a light bag”), or a verb (“They light the candles”).Look at how
the word functions in the sentence. Ask yourself what it’s doing: Is it naming something, describing something, showing action, or connecting ideas? Context is key.Yes, they are often grouped with adjectives or considered determiners, which describe or limit nouns. While not always listed among the traditional eight, they play an essential
grammatical role. The 8 parts of speech definitions with examples include nouns, verbs, adjectives, pronouns, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions and interjections. By using proper grammar in your writing and speaking, you will communicate clearly and effectively with your subject or audience! Moreover, by learning and understanding the 8 parts of
speech, you will be able to master proper grammar in your writing and speaking. Below are the 8 parts of speech definitions with examples! TOC - 8 Parts of Speech Definitions With Examples Definition of Parts of Speech: A part of speech is a category to which a word is assigned in accordance with its syntactic functions. To put it very simply, a part
of speech identifies a word in accordance with its function in a sentence such as: a noun, a verb, an adjective, a pronoun, an adverb, a preposition, a conjunction and an interjection. Some Examples of Parts of Speech: The driver died in the car accident. (Noun) The prisoner escaped from the moving van. (Verb) The violent criminal changed his ways in
prison. (Adjective) The students were late so they ran to class. (Pronoun) The bus will leave soon. (Adverb) He left his computer in the house. (Preposition) David and Jonathan fished all day with no success. (Conjunction) Wow! What a magnificent photograph! (Interjection) 1. Nouns Definition of Nouns: Nouns are naming words and they name
persons, places, things, animals, qualities, feelings, actions or ideas. Examples of Nouns: Jonathan and Rachel are excellent workers (Naming a Person). Australia and New Zealand are island continents in the South Pacific (Naming a Place). The boat sank in the river (Naming a Thing). The dog jumped the fence (Naming an Animal). Courage and
bravery are two heroic qualities (Naming a Quality). Candice experienced both happiness and sadness at her mother’s funeral (Naming a Feeling). The arrival of my sister surprised my family (Naming an Action). He demanded justice for all (Naming an Idea). Examples of Types of Nouns: Jennifer is my best friend (Proper Noun). I read several books a
week (Common Noun). Emma parked her vehicle in the driveway (Concrete Noun). His joy overwhelmed the crowd (Abstract Noun). I gave my brother a pack of cards for his birthday (Collective Noun). My mother-in-law drives a new car (Compound Noun). The photographer took a variety of photographs at the school picnic (Countable Noun). The
jogger brought his water with him (Non-Countable Noun). Jonathan’s pickup is being repaired (Possessive Noun). His return was a complete surprise (Verbal Noun). You can learn more about the types of nouns in English grammar by checking out 10 Types of Nouns With Examples. You will find each type of noun explained with several examples so
that your skill levels to recognize nouns will increase. Examples of Functions of Nouns: David arrived late to the party (Noun Functions as Subject). Rebekah washed the dishes before she went to school (Noun Functions as Direct Object). Jonathan taught the students public speaking in class (Noun Functions as Indirect Object). Scott is the minister of
the local church (Noun Functions as Predicate Nominative). The traffic stopped at the lights (Noun Functions as Object of Preposition). My assistant, Brad, shared the message on Sunday (Noun Functions as an Appositive). Rebekah named her dog Bailey (Noun Functions as Objective Complement). Class, it is time for fire drill (Noun Functions as
Noun of Direct Address). You can learn more about the functions of Nouns in English grammar by clicking on The 8 Noun Functions With Examples. You will find each function explained with examples to help you develop your skills in recognizing the different ways nouns function. 2. Verbs Definition of Verbs: Verbs show action or state-of-being.
Examples of Verb Types: The dog jumped the fence (Action Verb). Rachel is beautiful (State-of-Being Verb). Brad hits the ball over the fence (Action Verb). The song sounds awful (State-of-Being). Emma walked the dog in the park (Action Verb). Examples of Verb Functions: Candice writes a letter to her friend (Transitive Verb). Candice writes
beautifully (Intransitive Verb). David walked the dog in the park (Transitive Verb). David walked in the park in the rain (Intransitive Verb). Emma became an apprentice hairdresser (Intransitive Verb). Examples of Verb Voices: John rode the bike to school (Active Voice). The bike was ridden by John (Passive Voice). Jennifer led the worship service
(Active Voice). The worship service was led by Jennifer (Passive Voice). The criminal was punished by the courts (Passive Voice). You can learn more about how to identify types, functions and voices of verbs by clicking on How To Identify Verbs With Examples. This will help you develop your writing and speaking gifts. 3. Adjectives Definition of
Adjectives: Adjectives are words that describe or modify other words in a sentence thus making your writing and speaking more specific and interesting. Examples of Several Types Adjectives: English grammar will help you develop your writing and speaking skills (Proper Adjective). Rachel had beautiful hair (Descriptive Adjective). My son bought an
expensive car (Qualitative Adjective). The black cat ran in front of the car (Attributive Adjective). The cat is black (Predicative Adjective). My husband has a single focus for life (Quantitative Adjective). I can get twenty-four hours of service in our location (Numeral Adjective). I want those people charged for robbery (Demonstrative Adjective). David
wants every person evacuated safely (Distributive Adjective). What time will you arrived home from the game (Interrogative Adjective)? The students will submit their assignments on time (Possessive Adjective). It is a long, narrow, winding road to the mountain top (Sequence Adjectives). Emma is a happy and lively person (Coordinate Adjectives).
That was one nasty old man who drove the school bus this morning (Cumulative Adjectives). The murderer is a cold-blooded person (Compound Adjective). The builder bought a house in the country (Article Adjectives). Jonathan wants a few minutes of your time (Indefinite Adjective). The first person in the line collapsed onto the floor (Ordinal
Adjective). The two men were jailed for life (Cardinal Adjective). Learning to recognize the different types of adjectives will help you develop your speaking and writing skills so that you can be more specific, interesting and colorful in the way you express yourself. 4. Pronouns Definition of Pronouns: Pronouns are words that replace nouns in sentence
in order to avoid repeating the same noun over and over again. Examples of Several Types of Pronouns: Dad, will you help me with my assignment (Personal Pronoun)? Who told you that (Interrogative Pronoun)? These books are mine (Possessive Pronoun). Give me that (Demonstrative Pronoun)! Some made thousands from the market collapse
(Indefinite Pronoun). The player who was warmed about his behavior lost his spot on the team (Relative Pronoun). Candice saw herself in the mirror (Reflective Pronoun). David repairs the car himself (Emphatic Pronoun). You can learn more about the different types of pronouns in English grammar with examples by clicking on Types of Pronouns
With Examples. You will find a brief explanation of each type of pronoun with some examples. This will help you understand how pronouns work in English sentences. 5. Adverbs Definition of Adverbs: Adverbs are words or a group of words that modify verbs, adjectives or other adverbs. They usually tell when, where, how or to what extent an action is
performed or it may indicate the quality or degree of the action. Examples of Different Types of Adverbs: She worked slowly and carefully on the building site (Adverb of Manner). David will be home soon (Adverb of Time). Candice put her book there (Adverb of Place). We are extremely hungry (Adverb of Degree). She never cleans her room (Adverb
of Frequency). He gave little to charity (Adverb of Quantity). He fell forward on the parade ground (Adverb of Direction). Hopefully, I will be able to attend class today (Adverb of Uncertainty). Rachel went shopping; however, she didn’t buy anything (Conjunctive Adverb). Yes, I will be coming to the game tomorrow (Adverb of Affirmation). You can
learn more about adverbs and how they are used in English sentences by clicking on What is an Adverb? Adverb can be confusing at times because they perform differently roles and they can be inserted at different place in English sentences. By learning to recognize the types of adverbs and how they function in sentences, you will certainly increase
your ability to write and speak with interesting to your audiences. 6. Prepositions Definition of Prepositions: Prepositions consist of words or groups of words that show the relationship between nouns or pronouns with other words in sentences. Examples of Several Types of Prepositions: Emma arrived on Saturday afternoon (Preposition of Time). The
book is on the table (Preposition of Place). David will ride his bike to the game on Saturday (Preposition of Movement). Rebekah goes to work by bus (Preposition of Manner). Jonathan is sawing the timber with his new saw (Preposition of Agent). The hardware store sells electrical cord by the meter (Preposition of Measure). Candace received her
weekly wage from her workplace (Preposition of Source). This is the property of my late wife (Preposition of Possession). You can learn more about the 8 types of prepositions with examples by clicking on 8 types of prepositions with examples. Once you identify the 8 types of preposition and how they function in sentence, you will become more
creative in your writing and speaking skills. 7. Conjunctions Definition of Conjunctions: Conjunctions are words or groups of words that show how ideas are related to each other in English sentences. Examples of Several Types of Conjunctions: Rachel and Darcy traveled to the zoo during the holidays (Coordinating Conjunction). Unless the drought
breaks soon, many farmers will find it very difficult to continue farming (Subordinating Conjunction). David is both discreet and considerate (Correlative Conjunctions). We have been good friends; however, I think at times you take me for granted (Conjunctive Adverb). The stray dog not only destroyed the chicken pen but also killed the chickens
(Correlative Conjunctions). You can learn more about the 4 types of conjunctions with examples by clicking on 4 Types of Conjunctions With Examples. By learning these 4 types of conjunctions with examples, you will be able to identify how words, phrases and clauses relate to each other in English sentences. 8. Interjections Definition of
Interjections: Interjections are used to express feelings and emotions in English sentences. Examples of Interjections: Oh, you can’t be serious! Wow! That’s was excellent. Ah, I needed that cuppa! I won the lottery, wahoo! It stinks, hey, I will never do that again! You can learn more about interjections by clicking on What is an Interjection? The more
you understand the 8 parts of speech in English grammar with examples, the better you will be able to write and speak to your designated audience. Enjoy! Master comma placement by learning the 8 simple comma rules with examples. 8 Parts of Speech Definitions For Kids! In the English language, every word is called a part of speech. The role a
word plays in a sentence denotes what part of speech it belongs to. Explore the definition of parts of speech, the different parts of speech and examples in this article. Table of Contents What Is a Part of Speech? Parts of speech are among the first grammar topics we learn when we are in school or when we start our English language learning process.
Parts of speech can be defined as words that perform different roles in a sentence. Some parts of speech can perform the functions of other parts of speech too. Parts of Speech Definition The Oxford Learner’s Dictionary defines parts of speech as “one of the classes into which words are divided according to their grammar, such as noun, verb,
adjective, etc.” The Cambridge Dictionary also gives a similar definition - “One of the grammatical groups into which words are divided, such as noun, verb, and adjective”. Different Parts of Speech with Examples Parts of speech include nouns, pronouns, verbs, adverbs, adjectives, prepositions, conjunctions and interjections. 8 Parts of Speech
Definitions and Examples: 1. Nouns are words that are used to name people, places, animals, ideas and things. Nouns can be classified into two main categories: Common nouns and Proper nouns. Common nouns are generic like ball, car, stick, etc., and proper nouns are more specific like Charles, The White House, The Sun, etc. Examples of nouns
used in sentences: She bought a pair of shoes. (thing) I have a pet. (animal) Is this your book? (object) Many people have a fear of darkness. (ideas/abstract nouns) He is my brother. (person) This is my school. (place) Also, explore Singular Nouns and Plural Nouns. 2. Pronouns are words that are used to substitute a noun in a sentence. There are
different types of pronouns. Some of them are reflexive pronouns, possessive pronouns, relative pronouns and indefinite pronouns. I, he, she, it, them, his, yours, anyone, nobody, who, etc., are some of the pronouns. Examples of pronouns used in sentences: I reached home at six in the evening. (1st person singular pronoun) Did someone see a red bag
on the counter? (Indefinite pronoun) Is this the boy who won the first prize? (Relative pronoun) That is my mom. (Possessive pronoun) I hurt myself yesterday when we were playing cricket. (Reflexive pronoun) 3. Verbs are words that denote an action that is being performed by the noun or the subject in a sentence. They are also called action words.
Some examples of verbs are read, sit, run, pick, garnish, come, pitch, etc. Examples of verbs used in sentences: She plays cricket every day. Darshana and Arul are going to the movies. My friends visited me last week. Did you have your breakfast? My name is Meenakshi Kishore. 4. Adverbs are words that are used to provide more information about
verbs, adjectives and other adverbs used in a sentence. There are five main types of adverbs namely, adverbs of manner, adverbs of degree, adverbs of frequency, adverbs of time and adverbs of place. Some examples of adverbs are today, quickly, randomly, early, 10 a.m. etc. Examples of adverbs used in sentences: Did you come here to buy an
umbrella? (Adverb of place) I did not go to school yesterday as I was sick. (Adverb of time) Savio reads the newspaper everyday. (Adverb of frequency) Can you please come quickly? (Adverb of manner) Tony was so sleepy that he could hardly keep his eyes open during the meeting. (Adverb of degree) 5. Adjectives are words that are used to describe
or provide more information about the noun or the subject in a sentence. Some examples of adjectives include good, ugly, quick, beautiful, late, etc. Examples of adjectives used in sentences: The place we visited yesterday was serene. Did you see how big that dog was? The weather is pleasant today. The red dress you wore on your birthday was
lovely. My brother had only one chapati for breakfast. 6. Prepositions are words that are used to link one part of the sentence to another. Prepositions show the position of the object or subject in a sentence. Some examples of prepositions are in, out, besides, in front of, below, opposite, etc. Examples of prepositions used in sentences: The teacher
asked the students to draw lines on the paper so that they could write in straight lines. The child hid his birthday presents under his bed. Mom asked me to go to the store near my school. The thieves jumped over the wall and escaped before we could reach home. 7. Conjunctions are a part of speech that is used to connect two different parts of a
sentence, phrases and clauses. Some examples of conjunctions are and, or, for, yet, although, because, not only, etc. Examples of conjunctions used in sentences: Meera and Jasmine had come to my birthday party. Jane did not go to work as she was sick. Unless you work hard, you cannot score good marks. I have not finished my project, yet I went
out with my friends. 8. Interjections are words that are used to convey strong emotions or feelings. Some examples of interjections are oh, wow, alas, yippee, etc. It is always followed by an exclamation mark. Examples of interjections used in sentences: Wow! What a wonderful work of art. Alas! That is really sad. Yippee! We won the match. Sentence
Examples for the 8 Parts of Speech Noun - Tom lives in New York. Pronoun - Did she find the book she was looking for? Verb - I reached home. Adverb - The tea is too hot. Adjective - The movie was amazing. Preposition - The candle was kept under the table. Conjunction - I was at home all day, but I am feeling very tired. Interjection - Oh! I forgot to
turn off the stove. A Small Exercise to Check Your Understanding of Parts of Speech Let us find out if you have understood the different parts of speech and their functions. Try identifying which part of speech the highlighted words belong to. My brother came home late. I am a good girl. This is the book I was looking for. Whoa! This is amazing. The
climate in Kodaikanal is very pleasant. Can you please pick up Dan and me on your way home? Now, let us see if you got it right. Check your answers. My - Pronoun, Home - Noun, Late - Adverb Am - Verb, Good - Adjective I - Pronoun, Was looking - Verb Whoa - Interjection, Amazing - Adjective Climate - Noun, In - Preposition, Kodaikanal - Noun,
Very - Adverb And - Conjunction, On - Preposition, Your - Pronoun The term ‘parts of speech’ refers to words that perform different functions in a sentence in order to give the sentence a proper meaning and structure. There are 8 parts of speech in total. Nouns, pronouns, verbs, adverbs, adjectives, prepositions, conjunctions and interjections are
the 8 parts of speech. In English grammar, the fundamental components of language essential for constructing meaningful and grammatically correct sentences are known as parts of speech. This article will delve into the eight parts of speech, providing definitions, examples, and insights into their distinct roles within sentences.Parts of Speech
DefinedIn grammar, parts of speech, also referred to as lexical categories, grammatical categories, or word classes, categorize words based on their linguistic functions. These parts play a crucial role in sentence construction by conveying specific meanings and relationships between words.In English, there are eight parts of
speech:Verbs.Nouns.Adjectives.Adverbs.Pronouns.Interjection.Conjunction.PrepositionsLet’s explore these parts of speech in more detail!Definition: Verbs express actions or states of being within a sentence.Examples:She goes to school every day.He writes a diary entry every night.The unicorn exists only in myths.They are happy together.English
has various types of verbs:A. Action Verbs: Action verbs denote physical or mental actions and are the most common type of verbs. These verbs can be conjugated in simple and continuous tensesExamples:She runs in the park every morning. (Simple PresentHe thought deeply about life. (Simple past)Look at the students are copying the lesson.
(Present Continuous)B. Stative Verbs: Stative verbs express a state of being or conditions that are not changing or likely to change. In contrast to action verbs, these verbs can’t be conjugated into continuous tenses. It is incorrect to say “The book is belonging to Jane.”Examples:The necklace belongs to her.They love each other deeply.He prefers tea
to coffee.C. Linking Verbs: Linking verbs connect the subject of a sentence to a subject complement, which describes or identifies the subject.Examples:She is a teacher.The plan seems perfect.They become friends quickly.D. Helping (Auxiliary) Verbs: Helping verbs work in conjunction with the main verb to express nuances such as tense, mood, or
voice.Examples:She has finished her homework.They will come to the party.He is working on a project.E. Modal Verbs: Modal verbs express ability, possibility, necessity, or permission.Examples:She can swim very well.You must finish your assignment.He may join us later.F. Transitive Verbs: Transitive verbs require a direct object to complete their
meaning.Examples:She eats an apple.They built a sandcastle.He reads a book every night.G. Intransitive Verbs: Intransitive verbs do not require a direct object to convey a complete meaning.Examples:She runs every morning.They laughed loudly.He arrived early. READ MOR ABOUT VERBSDefinition: Nouns represent people, animals, objects,
substances, states, events, ideas, and feelings. They function as subjects or objects and can be modified by adjectives.Here are the major noun characteristics: Nouns identify people, places, things, or ideas in a sentence.Nouns can serve as subjects, objects, or indirect objects.Nouns can be modified by adjectives or possessive pronouns.Nouns can be
singular or plural.There are different types of nouns:Common Nouns: Refer to general, non-specific entities (e.g., dog, city).Proper Nouns: Refer to specific, unique entities and are capitalized (e.g., John, Paris).Countable Nouns: Can be counted and have both singular and plural forms (e.g., book, books).Uncountable Nouns: Cannot be counted
individually and lack a plural form (e.g., water, knowledge).Concrete Nouns: Refer to tangible, physical entities (e.g., table, tree).Abstract Nouns: Refer to intangible concepts or qualities (e.g., love, courage).Collective Nouns: Denote a group or collection of individuals (e.g., team, family).Compound Nouns: Comprise two or more words to express a
single concept (e.g., toothpaste, basketball).Example sentences with nouns:John is my neighbor.lion: The lion roared loudly.table: The table is made of oak.freedom: Freedom is a precious gift.love: Love conquers al. READ MOR ABOUT NOUNSDefinition: Adjectives describe or specify nouns or pronouns. Examples of adjectives include good, beautiful,
nice, my, etc.Examples:It’s a good day.She wears a beautiful dress.He has a nice car.This is my house. READ MORE ABOUT ADJECTIVESDefinition: Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs. Adverbs often end in -ly as in nicely, beautifully, slowly, etc (formed by adding -ly to an adjective). But that’s not always the case. There are various
types of adverbs in English:Adverbs of Time: Indicate when an action occurs. (Today, now, later, etc.)Adverbs of Place: Specify the location of an action. (Here, there, everywhere, etc.)Adverbs of Manner: Describe how an action is performed. (Quickly, softly, well, etc.)Adverbs of Frequency: Express how often an action occurs. (Always, rarely,
sometimes, etc.)Adverbs of Degree: Modify the intensity or degree of an adjective or adverb. (Very, too, quite, etc.)Adverbs of Certainty: Indicate the level of certainty about an action. (Surely, certainly, maybe, etc.)Adverbs of Purpose: Describe why an action is performed. (In case, so that, in order to, etc.)Example sentences with adverbs:She is
completely unaware.I never expected this.The book is there on the shelf.She speaks slowly. READ MORE ABOUT ADVERBSDefinition: Pronouns replace nouns or phrases.Pronouns can be categorized based on their functions:Personal Pronouns: Refer to specific individuals or objects.Possessive Pronouns: Indicate ownership or possession.Example:
His, hers, theirsReflexive Pronouns: Emphasize another noun or pronoun and reflect the action back on the subject.Example: Himself, herself, themselvesRelative Pronouns: Introduce subordinate clauses, connecting them to a main clause.Example: Who, which, thatDemonstrative Pronouns: Identify, point to, or refer to specific nouns.Example: This,
these, thoseExample sentences with pronouns:I love chocolate.This is for you.He is coming tomorrow.She likes ice cream.It is on the table. READ MORE ABOUT PRONOUNSDefinition: Prepositions indicate the relationship between nouns and other words in a sentence. A preposition is positioned before a noun or pronoun, creating a phrase that
modifies another word within the sentence.Consequently, a preposition is an integral component of a prepositional phrase, typically functioning either as an adjective or an adverb. Below is a compilation of the most frequently used prepositions:in, on, underwith, without, besidefor, during, afterbetween, among, beyondExample sentences with
prepositions:The cat is in the basket.The plane is above the clouds.She went to the market.This gift is for you.READ MORE ABOUT PREPOSITIONSDefinition: Conjunctions connect clauses, sentences, or words.There are three types of conjunctions in English:Coordinating Conjunctions:Examples: and, but, orSentence: She likes tea and
coffee.Correlative Conjunctions:Examples: not only...but also, either...orSentence: He is not only smart but also diligent.Subordinating Conjunctions:Examples: although, because, sinceSentence: Although it’s raining, we will go out.More example sentences:She is rich and successful.He is intelligent, but he is shy.Although it’s raining, we will go
out.They won because they worked hard. READ MORE ABOUT CONJUNCTIONSDefinition: Interjections express surprise or emotion. Examples of interjections include oh, wow, alas, yippee, etc.Examples:oh!: Oh! That was unexpected.Good Lord: Good Lord, what a mess!READ MORE ABOUT INTERJECTIONSIn the following examples, we will analyze
the structure of sentences to identify the different parts of speech used.Sample Sentences:My (adjective) friend (noun) speaks (verb) English (noun) fluently (adverb).Oh! (interjection) I (pronoun) went (verb) to (preposition) school (noun) and (conjunction) I (pronoun) met (verb) Fred (noun).In English, there are traditionally eight parts of speech.No,
there are traditionally eight parts of speech in English.Yes, articles and determiners are considered parts of speech. They fall under the category of adjectives.To identify parts of speech in a sentence, analyze the function of each word. Determine whether it expresses an action (verb), describes a noun (adjective), modifies a verb, adjective, or adverb
(adverb), replaces a noun (pronoun), connects words or groups of words (conjunction), shows a relationship (preposition), or expresses strong emotion (interjection).In conclusion, parts of speech serve as crucial categories that describe the distinct roles words play within a sentence. A comprehensive grasp of these categories empowers you to
discern how words function, fostering a deeper understanding of language nuances. In this article, we will provide a clear overview of the eight parts of speech in English grammar: noun, pronoun, verb, adjective, adverb, preposition, conjunction, and interjection.What are the eight parts of speech?Think of parts of speech as roles within a sentence.
Just as people can have different job titles-such as soldier, teacher, or baker-words can serve different purposes depending on their function.Noun - dog, city, lovePronoun - I, you, he, she, it, we, theyVerb - run, be, have, do, takeAdjective - blue, happy, tall, friendlyAdverb - quickly, well, very, herePreposition - in, on, at, with, byConjunction - and,
but, or, yet, solnterjection - oh, wow, ouch, hurrayDown below, you will find downloadable worksheets, grammar poster PDFs with examples of each part of speech, and more. You can use them in your classroom activities.Parts of Speech Grammar TableParts of Speech in English Definition with ExamplesParts of Speech PDFHere you can download
parts of speech poster, worksheet PDFs with examples.The 8 Parts of Speechl. NOUNnoun is a word (other than a pronoun) used to identify any of a class of people, animals, places, things, ideas.Nouns in English - Types with ExamplesNouns are separated into common nouns and proper nouns.What is a common noun?Common nouns are used for
people, animals, places, or things.Example: granny, mother, river, mountain, hotel, taxi, fox, camel.He is an artist. Tom hates bananas. I love my mother. Her father is a doctor.What is a proper noun?Proper nouns are names for particular people, places or things. They always begin with a capital letter.Example: Ali Baba, Harry Potter, Beethoven,
Turkish, British, Malay, Hong Kong, India, The United Kingdom,the Pacific Ocean, the Eiffel Tower, Father’s Day, Ramadan, Halloween.®The days of the week and months of the year are also proper nouns.December is the last month of the year. Sunday is the last day of the week.What is singular and plural noun?When you are talking about one
person, animal, place, or thing, use a singular noun.Example: a ship, a teacher, a river, an apple, an umbrella.When you are talking about two or more people, animals, places, or things, use plural nouns. Most nouns are made plural by adding -s at the end.Example: ships, teachers, rivers, apples, umbrellasSome exceptions: bus-buses. glass-glasses.
watch-watches. brush-brushes. butterfly-butterflies. baby-babies. lady-ladies. story-stories.»=Nouns show possession by adding ‘s.»Tom’s car. wCar’s key.What is concrete and abstract noun?Concrete nouns are things you can experience (see, hear, smell, touch, or taste) with your senses. Here are some examples: tree, music, flowers, and
chocolate.Abstract nouns represent ideas, qualities, or states that cannot be perceived through the senses. Examples include love, honesty, joy, and freedom.Here’s a table with examples of different types of nouns in English:Noun TypeExamplesCommon Nounsbook, table, city, personProper NounsMuhammad, London, Mary, Toyota, AmazonConcrete
Nounstree, music, flowers, chocolateAbstract Nounslove, honesty, joy, freedomCollective Nounsteam, family, herd, flockCountable Nounscat, dog, chair, studentUncountable Nounswater, air, happiness, informationCompound Nounstoothbrush, software, basketballPossessive NounsJohn'’s, cat’s, company’s, children’sPlural Nounsbooks, tables, cities,
peopleGerundsswimming, reading, writingCheck Also: Common and Proper Nouns Explained (Exercise and Examples) Masculine and Feminine Nouns in English 100 Most Common English Nouns A-Z List (PDF)2. PRONOUNA pronoun is a word that can replace a noun in a sentence.Pronoun types with examplesPersonal Pronouns: The words I, you,
he, she, it, we and they are called personal pronouns. He is a nice guy. You are welcome.Possessive Pronouns: The words mine, yours, hers, his, its, theirs, ours, yours, theirs are called possessive pronouns. This car is mine. Time is yours.Reflexive Pronouns: The words myself, yourself, himself, herself, itself, ourselves, yourselves and themselves are
called reflexive pronouns. Maryam has hurt herself. Don’t cut yourself.Demonstrative Pronouns: The words this, these, that and those are called demonstrative pronouns. This is my car. These are my flowers.Interrogative Pronouns: The words who, whom, whose, what and which are called interrogative pronouns. We ask questions by using these
pronouns. Who is she talking to? Which do you prefer?Here’s a table with examples of different types of pronouns in English:Pronoun TypeExamplesPersonal Pronounsl, you, he, she, it, we, theyPossessive Pronounsmine, yours, his, hers, its, ours, theirsReflexive Pronounsmyself, yourself, himself, herself, itself, ourselves, yourselves,
themselvesDemonstrative Pronounsthis, that, these, thoselnterrogative Pronounswho, whom, whose, which, whatRelative Pronounswho, whom, whose, which, thatIndefinite Pronounsall, another, any, anybody, anyone, anything, both, each, either, everybody, everyone, everything, few, many, neither, nobody, none, no one, nothing, one, other, several,
some, somebody, someone, something, both, few, many, severalReciprocal Pronounseach other, one anotherCheck Also: Personal & Possessive Pronouns for English Learners Nobody, No one, None Difference & Examples Difference Between Who and Whom3. VERBA word used to describe an action, state, or occurrence, and forming the main part of
the predicate of a sentence, such as hear, become, happen, run, eat.Types of verbs - description with examplesMost verbs are action words. Verbs shows you what people, animals or things are doing.Verbs can show actions or they can show states or situations.Those are the two types of verbs in English.»I am eating. - verb (eat) shows an action. I
am a student. verb (to be) shows a state.=Verbs also change and take different forms to show tenses.I drink a lot of water ¥ I drank a lot of water yesterday.Here’s a table with examples of different types of verbs in English:Verb TypeExamplesAction Verbsrun, jump, eat, write, singLinking Verbsam, is, are, was, were, appear, seem, become, feel, look,
sound, taste, smellHelping Verbscan, could, will, would, shall, should, may, might, must, have, has, had, do, does, didModal Verbscan, could, will, would, shall, should, may, might, mustTransitive Verbscarry, build, eat, write, teachIntransitive Verbsarrive, exist, sleep, laughRegular Verbswalk, talk, play, watchlrregular Verbsgo, have, be, see, swim,
eatPhrasal Verbslook up, give in, turn offInfinitive Verbsto run, to eat, to studyGerundsrunning, eating, studyingCheck Also: 500+ English Verbs List (V1 V2 V3 Verb Forms) + PDF Most Common English Verbs & Synonyms List (PDF) All forms of the verb TO BE and Its Usage4. ADJECTIVEAn adjective is a describing word. Adjective describes a noun
or a pronoun.Adjectives types - description with examplesThe red carpet. Deep thoughts. A busy street. She is beautiful today.Here’s a table with examples of different types of adjectives in English:Adjective TypeExamplesDescriptive Adjectivestall, blue, happy, deliciousQuantitative Adjectivesmany, few, some, several, allDemonstrative Adjectivesthis,
that, these, thosePossessive Adjectivesmy, your, his, her, its, our, theirInterrogative Adjectiveswhich, what, whoselndefinite Adjectivessome, any, many, few, several, allComparative Adjectivestaller, bluer, happier, more deliciousSuperlative Adjectivestallest, bluest, happiest, most deliciousCheck Also: List of Opposite Adjectives in English (PDF)
Positive Adjectives to Describe a Person (PDF) Comparative and Superlative Adjectives List + PDF 5. ADVERBA word that describes a verb, an adjective, another adverb, or a sentence. It tells you about an action, or the way something is done.Adverbs Types - Description - Examplesw A lot of adverbs end in -ly.We are happily married. Tom calls me
regularly. Suddenly, she knows. It’s love!Here’s a table with examples of different types of adverbs in English:Adverb TypeExamplesAdverbs of Mannerquickly, slowly, happily, carefullyAdverbs of Placehere, there, everywhere, nowhereAdverbs of Timenow, later, yesterday, soonAdverbs of Frequencyalways, often, sometimes, rarely, neverAdverbs of
Degreevery, too, quite, almost, absolutelyInterrogative Adverbshow, when, where, whyRelative Adverbswhen, where, whyConjunctive Adverbshowever, therefore, meanwhilewrMany adverbs are formed by adding -ly to an adjective. Example: Great - greatly. See more examples down below:How to make adjective to adverbEasy word transformation
listCheck Also: Types of Adverbs in English & Meaning and Examples (PDF) Common Suffixes in English (With Examples) & PDF6. PREPOSITIONA preposition is a word that connects one thing with another, showing how they are related.Prepositions Types - Descriptions - ExamplesPrepositions tell us about time, position or place.Some examples of
prepositions are words like ‘in,” ‘at,” ‘on,” ‘of,” ‘to,” ‘from.’She is in love. Book was on the table. I am from France. He is calling to you. Where are you at?Here’s a table categorizing types of prepositions with examples:TypeExamplesPrepositions of Placeabove, across, against, along, among, around, at, before, behind, below, beneath, beside, between,
beyond, by, in, into, near, on, over, through, under, withPrepositions of Timeafter, before, during, for, from, in, on, over, through, to, until, withPrepositions of Directionacross, along, around, behind, beyond, into, through, toPrepositions of Agent/Instrumentby, withPrepositions of Mannerlike, unlike, after, asPrepositions of Purposefor, to, in order
toPrepositions of Source/Originfrom, out ofCheck Also: Complete List of English Prepositions A-Z (Free PDF) Commonly Used Prepositions Lists in English Common Collocations in English With Prepositions (PDF) Prepositions of Location At, In & On (PDF)7. CONJUNCTIONA conjunction is a linking word that used to connect clauses or sentences. For
example and, or, but, as, if.Conjunctions Types - Description - ExamplesConjunctions are used to connect words, phrases, and clauses together.a teacher and students. a male or female?®Words such as before, after, as, when, while, until, since, are conjunctions of time. Maryam could play guitar before she was four. She always brush her teeth after
eating her meal.There are four categories of conjunctions:TypeConjunctionsCoordinating Conjunctionsfor, and, nor, but, or, yet, soCorrelative Conjunctionsboth/and, either/or, neither/nor, not only/but, whether/orSubordinating Conjunctionsafter, although, as, as if, as long as, as much as, as soon as, as though, because, before, by the time, even if,
even though, if, in order that, in case, in the event that, now that, once, only, only if, provided that, since, so, supposing, that, than, though, till, unless, until, when, whenever, where, whereas, wherever, whether or not, whileConjunctive Adverbshowever, therefore8.INTERJECTIONAn interjection is a word that expresses an emotion, sudden, strong
feeling such as surprise, pain, or pleasure. w1t is often followed by an exclamation point.ExpressionExampleCheers!Cheers to a great day!Ouch!Ouch! That hurt.Oh my God!Oh my God! Is that true?Oh dear!Oh dear! What happened?Good luck!Good luck on your exam!Help!Help! I need assistance.Gosh!Gosh! That’s amazing.Hey!Hey! How are you?
Look out!Look out! There’s a car coming!Check Also: Interjections in English Grammar & List Examples 1000+ Common Daily English Phrases for Beginners (PDF) Parts of Speech in an example sentence grammar, learn english, parts of speech This div height required for enabling the sticky sidebar Prepositions are the words that link nouns,
pronouns, or phrases to other words within a sentence. Understanding prepositions is crucial because they help us describe relationships between different entities and frame our sentences properly to convey clear meaning. Following is a list of prepositions from A to Z in English. They have been chosen especially for ESL learners. Understanding
Prepositions Definition and Usage Definition: A preposition is a word that connects nouns, pronouns, or phrases to other words in a sentence. It typically indicates the temporal, spatial, or logical relationship of its object to the rest of the sentence. Usage: We use prepositions to give information about direction, time, location, and other relationships.
For example, in the sentence “The book is on the table,” the preposition on shows the relationship between ‘book’ and ‘table’. Types of Prepositions Simple Prepositions: These are single-word prepositions used in most circumstances. Examples include at, by, for, in, of, off, on, out, over, to, and with. Compound Prepositions: These consist of two or
more words functioning as a single preposition. For instance, according to, because of, next to, and due to. Phrase Prepositions (or Prepositional Phrases): These are groups of words that include a preposition, its object, and the object’s modifiers. An example is in spite of the rain. Type Examples Simple Prepositions at, by, in, to, with Compound
Prepositions according to, next to, because of Phrase Prepositions in spite of, in front of, along with Function in a Sentence Prepositions function to show the relationship between the object and another word in the sentence. They answer questions such as “Where?”, “When?”, “How?”, and “Whom?” Location: The cat is under the
table. (under answers “Where?”) Time: We will meet after the movie. (after answers “When?”) Means/Manner: She traveled by train. (by answers “How?”) Possession: This is a picture of us. (of answers “Whose?”) Understanding and correctly using prepositions allows us to express clear and precise meaning in our sentences. List of Prepositions Learn
100 prepositions in English with examples: Prepositions Example Sentence Abroad She traveled abroad for her semester exchange program. About He wrote a book about the history of the Roman Empire. Above The airplane flew above the clouds. According to According to the weather forecast, it will rain tomorrow. Across She walked across the
bridge to reach the other side. After After the movie, they went out for ice cream. Against The painting leaned against the wall. Ago He moved to this city two years ago. Ahead of She finished her project ahead of the deadline. Along We strolled along the beach at sunset. Amidst Amidst the chaos, she remained calm. Among He was sitting among his
friends at the concert. Amongst She distributed the snacks amongst the children. Apart They decided to live apart for a while. Around The rumors about the merger circulated around the office. As She works as a teacher at the local school. As far as As far as I know, the meeting is still scheduled for 3 PM. As well as He plays the guitar as well as the
piano. Aside She stepped aside to let the others pass. At Meet me at the entrance of the museum. Away The cat ran away when it saw the dog. Barring Barring any delays, we should arrive by 6 PM. Because of The game was postponed because of the rain. Before Finish your homework before you watch TV. Behind The sun disappeared behind the
mountain. Below Temperatures dropped below freezing overnight. Beneath The fish swam beneath the surface of the water. Beside She sat beside her friend during the bus ride. Besides Besides mathematics, he is also interested in physics. Between The small alley runs between the two buildings. Beyond The hiker ventured beyond the marked trail.
But Everyone but Luke attended the meeting. By The book was written by a famous author. By means of They communicated by means of sign language. Circa The castle was built circa 1400. Concerning The manager will address all issues concerning the merger. Despite Despite the rain, the parade continued. Down The cat climbed down the tree.
Due to The flight was delayed due to fog. During She fell asleep during the movie. In They live in a small town. In accordance with In accordance with the rules, please wear a helmet. In addition to In addition to her job, she volunteers on weekends. In case of In case of emergency, break the glass. In front of He waited for her in front of the
restaurant. In lieu of In lieu of gifts, please make a donation to charity. In place of Use yogurt in place of sour cream in the recipe. In spite of In spite of his injury, he completed the marathon. In to She turned in to the parking lot. Inside The keys are inside the drawer. Instead of They had tea instead of coffee. Into She poured the milk into the bowl.
Except Everyone except Jane has submitted the report. Except for The park was empty except for a few joggers. Excluding The price is $30, excluding tax. For This gift is for you. Following Following the meeting, they went out for lunch. From He traveled from New York to Los Angeles. Hence She is not feeling well and hence will not be attending.
Like He runs like the wind. Minus The temperature dropped to ten degrees minus zero. Near The coffee shop is near the train station. Next The next item on the agenda is the budget report. Next to The library is next to the bank on Main Street. Past He drove past the house without stopping. Per The charge is $20 per hour. Prior to Prior to the event,
they sent out invitations. Round We took a round trip to the island. Off The cat jumped off the counter. On (prepositions of time and place: at in on) The book is on the table. On account of The match was canceled on account of the storm. On behalf of On behalf of the team, I accept this award. On to The detective is on to the suspect’s trail. On top of
There’s a cherry on top of the cake. Onto The child climbed onto the playground equipment. Opposite Their house is opposite the park. Out He walked out the door. Out from The rabbit hopped out from the bushes. Out of She took a cookie out of the jar. Outside It’s cold outside, so wear a coat. Over The plane flew over the mountains. Owing to Owing
to the delay, we missed our connection. Than She is taller than her brother. Through The road goes through the forest. Throughout Snow fell throughout the night. Till I worked till late at night. Times The rent is four times higher than it used to be. To I go to the gym every morning. Toward She walked toward the door. Towards The cat crept towards
the bird. Under The cat hid under the bed. Underneath The spare key is underneath the doormat. Unlike Unlike my sister, I prefer chocolate ice cream. Until Wait here until I return. Unto Do unto others as you would have Up She walked up the stairs quietly. Upon Upon his arrival, everyone cheered. Via We will be traveling to the conference via
train. With She came with her friends to the party. With a view to He is saving money with a view to buying a new car. Within The document needs to be completed within two weeks. Without He went out without his umbrella, despite the rain. Worth The old painting turned out to be worth a lot of money. Preposition List | Image If you’'re trying to
learn the grammatical rules of English, you’ve probably been asked to learn the parts of speech. But what are parts of speech and how many are there? How do you know which words are classified in each part of speech? The answers to these questions can be a bit complicated—English is a difficult language to learn and understand. Don’t fret,
though! We’re going to answer each of these questions for you with a full guide to the parts of speech that explains the following: What the parts of speech are, including a comprehensive parts of speech list Parts of speech definitions for the individual parts of speech. (If you're looking for information on a specific part of speech, you can search for it
by pressing Command + F, then typing in the part of speech you're interested in.) Parts of speech examples A ten question quiz covering parts of speech definitions and parts of speech examples We’ve got a lot to cover, so let’s begin! Feature Image: (Gavina S / Wikimedia Commons) What Are Parts of Speech? The parts of speech definitions in
English can vary, but here’s a widely accepted one: a part of speech is a category of words that serve a similar grammatical purpose in sentences. To make that definition even simpler, a part of speech is just a category for similar types of words. All of the types of words included under a single part of speech function in similar ways when they’re
used properly in sentences. In the English language, it’s commonly accepted that there are 8 parts of speech: nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, conjunctions, interjections, and prepositions. Each of these categories plays a different role in communicating meaning in the English language. Each of the eight parts of speech—which we might
also call the “main classes” of speech—also have subclasses. In other words, we can think of each of the eight parts of speech as being general categories for different types within their part of speech. There are different types of nouns, different types of verbs, different types of adjectives, adverbs, pronouns...you get the idea. And that’s an overview
of what a part of speech is! Next, we’ll explain each of the 8 parts of speech—definitions and examples included for each category. There are tons of nouns in this picture. Can you find them all? #1: Nouns Nouns are a class of words that refer, generally, to people and living creatures, objects, events, ideas, states of being, places, and actions. You've
probably heard English nouns referred to as “persons, places, or things.” That definition is a little simplistic, though—while nouns do include people, places, and things, “things” is kind of a vague term. It’s important to recognize that “things” can include physical things—Ilike objects or belongings—and nonphysical, abstract things—Ilike ideas, states
of existence, and actions. Since there are many different types of nouns, we’ll include several examples of nouns used in a sentence while we break down the subclasses of nouns next! Subclasses of Nouns, Including Examples As an open class of words, the category of “nouns” has a lot of subclasses. The most common and important subclasses of
nouns are common nouns, proper nouns, concrete nouns, abstract nouns, collective nouns, and count and mass nouns. Let’s break down each of these subclasses! Common Nouns and Proper Nouns Common nouns are generic nouns—they don’t name specific items. They refer to people (the man, the woman), living creatures (cat, bird), objects (pen,
computer, car), events (party, work), ideas (culture, freedom), states of being (beauty, integrity), and places (home, neighborhood, country) in a general way. Proper nouns are sort of the counterpart to common nouns. Proper nouns refer to specific people, places, events, or ideas. Names are the most obvious example of proper nouns, like in these
two examples: Common noun: What state are you from? Proper noun: I'm from Arizona. Whereas “state” is a common noun, Arizona is a proper noun since it refers to a specific state. Whereas “the election” is a common noun, “Election Day” is a proper noun. Another way to pick out proper nouns: the first letter is often capitalized. If you’d capitalize
the word in a sentence, it’s almost always a proper noun. Concrete Nouns and Abstract Nouns Concrete nouns are nouns that can be identified through the five senses. Concrete nouns include people, living creatures, objects, and places, since these things can be sensed in the physical world. In contrast to concrete nouns, abstract nouns are nouns
that identify ideas, qualities, concepts, experiences, or states of being. Abstract nouns cannot be detected by the five senses. Here’s an example of concrete and abstract nouns used in a sentence: Concrete noun: Could you please fix the weedeater and mow the lawn? Abstract noun: Aliyah was delighted to have the freedom to enjoy the art show in
peace. See the difference? A weedeater and the lawn are physical objects or things, and freedom and peace are not physical objects, though they’'re “things” people experience! Despite those differences, they all count as nouns. Collective Nouns, Count Nouns, and Mass Nouns Nouns are often categorized based on number and amount. Collective
nouns are nouns that refer to a group of something—often groups of people or a type of animal. Team, crowd, and herd are all examples of collective nouns. Count nouns are nouns that can appear in the singular or plural form, can be modified by numbers, and can be described by quantifying determiners (e.g. many, most, more, several). For
example, “bug” is a count noun. It can occur in singular form if you say, “There is a bug in the kitchen,” but it can also occur in the plural form if you say, “There are many bugs in the kitchen.” (In the case of the latter, you’d call an exterminator...which is an example of a common noun!) Any noun that can accurately occur in one of these singular or
plural forms is a count noun. Mass nouns are another type of noun that involve numbers and amount. Mass nouns are nouns that usually can’t be pluralized, counted, or quantified and still make sense grammatically. “Charisma” is an example of a mass noun (and an abstract noun!). For example, you could say, “They’ve got charisma,” which doesn’t
imply a specific amount. You couldn’t say, “They’ve got six charismas,” or, “They’ve got several charismas.” It just doesn’t make sense! Verbs are all about action...just like these runners. #2: Verbs A verb is a part of speech that, when used in a sentence, communicates an action, an occurrence, or a state of being. In sentences, verbs are the most
important part of the predicate, which explains or describes what the subject of the sentence is doing or how they are being. And, guess what? All sentences contain verbs! There are many words in the English language that are classified as verbs. A few common verbs include the words run, sing, cook, talk, and clean. These words are all verbs
because they communicate an action performed by a living being. We’ll look at more specific examples of verbs as we discuss the subclasses of verbs next! Subclasses of Verbs, Including Examples Like nouns, verbs have several subclasses. The subclasses of verbs include copular or linking verbs, intransitive verbs, transitive verbs, and ditransitive or
double transitive verbs. Let’s dive into these subclasses of verbs! Copular or Linking Verbs Copular verbs, or linking verbs, are verbs that link a subject with its complement in a sentence. The most familiar linking verb is probably be. Here’s a list of other common copular verbs in English: act, be, become, feel, grow, seem, smell, and taste. So how do
copular verbs work? Well, in a sentence, if we said, “Michi is,” and left it at that, it wouldn’t make any sense. “Michi,” the subject, needs to be connected to a complement by the copular verb “is.” Instead, we could say, “Michi is leaving.” In that instance, is links the subject of the sentence to its complement. Transitive Verbs, Intransitive Verbs, and
Ditransitive Verbs Transitive verbs are verbs that affect or act upon an object. When unattached to an object in a sentence, a transitive verb does not make sense. Here’s an example of a transitive verb attached to (and appearing before) an object in a sentence: Please take the clothes to the dry cleaners. In this example, “take” is a transitive verb
because it requires an object—"the clothes”—to make sense. “The clothes” are the objects being taken. “Please take” wouldn’t make sense by itself, would it? That’s because the transitive verb “take,” like all transitive verbs, transfers its action onto another being or object. Conversely, intransitive verbs don’t require an object to act upon in order to
make sense in a sentence. These verbs make sense all on their own! For instance, “They ran,” “We arrived,” and, “The car stopped” are all examples of sentences that contain intransitive verbs. Finally, ditransitive verbs, or double transitive verbs, are a bit more complicated. Ditransitive verbs are verbs that are followed by two objects in a sentence.
One of the objects has the action of the ditransitive verb done to it, and the other object has the action of the ditransitive verb directed towards it. Here’s an example of what that means in a sentence: I cooked Nathan a meal. In this example, “cooked” is a ditransitive verb because it modifies two objects: Nathan and meal. The meal has the action of
“cooked” done to it, and “Nathan” has the action of the verb directed towards him. Adjectives are descriptors that help us better understand a sentence. A common adjective type is color. #3: Adjectives Here’s the simplest definition of adjectives: adjectives are words that describe other words. Specifically, adjectives modify nouns and noun phrases.
In sentences, adjectives appear before nouns and pronouns (they have to appear before the words they describe!). Adjectives give more detail to nouns and pronouns by describing how a noun looks, smells, tastes, sounds, or feels, or its state of being or existence.. For example, you could say, “The girl rode her bike.” That sentence doesn’t have any
adjectives in it, but you could add an adjective before both of the nouns in the sentence—"girl” and “bike”—to give more detail to the sentence. It might read like this: “The young girl rode her red bike.” You can pick out adjectives in a sentence by asking the following questions: Which one? What kind? How many? Whose’s? We’ll look at more
examples of adjectives as we explore the subclasses of adjectives next! Subclasses of Adjectives, Including Examples Subclasses of adjectives include adjective phrases, comparative adjectives, superlative adjectives, and determiners (which include articles, possessive adjectives, and demonstratives). Adjective Phrases An adjective phrase is a group
of words that describe a noun or noun phrase in a sentence. Adjective phrases can appear before the noun or noun phrase in a sentence, like in this example: The extremely fragile vase somehow did not break during the move. In this case, extremely fragile describes the vase. On the other hand, adjective phrases can appear after the noun or noun
phrase in a sentence as well: The museum was somewhat boring. Again, the phrase somewhat boring describes the museum. The takeaway is this: adjective phrases describe the subject of a sentence with greater detail than an individual adjective. Comparative Adjectives and Superlative Adjectives Comparative adjectives are used in sentences
where two nouns are compared. They function to compare the differences between the two nouns that they modify. In sentences, comparative adjectives often appear in this pattern and typically end with -er. If we were to describe how comparative adjectives function as a formula, it might look something like this: Noun (subject) + verb +
comparative adjective + than + noun (object). Here’s an example of how a comparative adjective would work in that type of sentence: The horse was faster than the dog. The adjective faster compares the speed of the horse to the speed of the dog. Other common comparative adjectives include words that compare distance (higher, lower, farther),
age (younger, older), size and dimensions (bigger, smaller, wider, taller, shorter), and quality or feeling (better, cleaner, happier, angrier). Superlative adjectives are adjectives that describe the extremes of a quality that applies to a subject being compared to a group of objects. Put more simply, superlative adjectives help show how extreme
something is. In sentences, superlative adjectives usually appear in this structure and end in -est: Noun (subject) + verb + the + superlative adjective + noun (object). Here’s an example of a superlative adjective that appears in that type of sentence: Their story was the funniest story. In this example, the subject—story—is being compared to a
group of objects—other stories. The superlative adjective “funniest” implies that this particular story is the funniest out of all the stories ever, period. Other common superlative adjectives are best, worst, craziest, and happiest...though there are many more than that! It’s also important to know that you can often omit the object from the end of the
sentence when using superlative adjectives, like this: “Their story was the funniest.” We still know that “their story” is being compared to other stories without the object at the end of the sentence. Determiners The last subclass of adjectives we want to look at are determiners. Determiners are words that determine what kind of reference a noun or
noun phrase makes. These words are placed in front of nouns to make it clear what the noun is referring to. Determiners are an example of a part of speech subclass that contains a lot of subclasses of its own. Here is a list of the different types of determiners: Definite article: the Indefinite articles: a, an Demonstratives: this, that, these, those
Pronouns and possessive determiners: my, your, his, her, its, our, their Quantifiers: a little, a few, many, much, most, some, any, enough Numbers: one, twenty, fifty Distributives: all, both, half, either, neither, each, every Difference words: other, another Pre-determiners: such, what, rather, quite Here are some examples of how determiners can be
used in sentences: Definite article: Get in the car. Demonstrative: Could you hand me that magazine? Possessive determiner: Please put away your clothes. Distributive: He ate all of the pie. Though some of the words above might not seem descriptive, they actually do describe the specificity and definiteness, relationship, and quantity or amount of
a noun or noun phrase. For example, the definite article “the” (a type of determiner) indicates that a noun refers to a specific thing or entity. The indefinite article “an,” on the other hand, indicates that a noun refers to a nonspecific entity. One quick note, since English is always more complicated than it seems: while articles are most commonly
classified as adjectives, they can also function as adverbs in specific situations, too. Not only that, some people are taught that determiners are their own part of speech...which means that some people are taught there are 9 parts of speech instead of 8! It can be a little confusing, which is why we have a whole article explaining how articles function
as a part of speech to help clear things up. Adverbs can be used to answer questions like "when?" and "how long?" #4 Adverbs Adverbs are words that modify verbs, adjectives (including determiners), clauses, prepositions, and sentences. Adverbs typically answer the questions how?, in what way?, when?, where?, and to what extent? In answering
these questions, adverbs function to express frequency, degree, manner, time, place, and level of certainty. Adverbs can answer these questions in the form of single words, or in the form of adverbial phrases or adverbial clauses. Adverbs are commonly known for being words that end in -ly, but there’s actually a bit more to adverbs than that, which
we’ll dive into while we look at the subclasses of adverbs! Subclasses Of Adverbs, Including Examples There are many types of adverbs, but the main subclasses we’ll look at are conjunctive adverbs, and adverbs of place, time, manner, degree, and frequency. Conjunctive Adverbs Conjunctive adverbs look like coordinating conjunctions (which we’ll
talk about later!), but they are actually their own category: conjunctive adverbs are words that connect independent clauses into a single sentence. These adverbs appear after a semicolon and before a comma in sentences, like in these two examples: She was exhausted; nevertheless, she went for a five mile run. They didn’t call; instead, they
texted. Though conjunctive adverbs are frequently used to create shorter sentences using a semicolon and comma, they can also appear at the beginning of sentences, like this: He chopped the vegetables. Meanwhile, I boiled the pasta. One thing to keep in mind is that conjunctive adverbs come with a comma. When you use them, be sure to include
a comma afterward! There are a lot of conjunctive adverbs, but some common ones include also, anyway, besides, finally, further, however, indeed, instead, meanwhile, nevertheless, next, nonetheless, now, otherwise, similarly, then, therefore, and thus. Adverbs of Place, Time, Manner, Degree, and Frequency There are also adverbs of place, time,
manner, degree, and frequency. Each of these types of adverbs express a different kind of meaning. Adverbs of place express where an action is done or where an event occurs. These are used after the verb, direct object, or at the end of a sentence. A sentence like “She walked outside to watch the sunset” uses outside as an adverb of place. Adverbs
of time explain when something happens. These adverbs are used at the beginning or at the end of sentences. In a sentence like “The game should be over soon,” soon functions as an adverb of time. Adverbs of manner describe the way in which something is done or how something happens. These are the adverbs that usually end in the familiar -ly.
If we were to write “She quickly finished her homework,” quickly is an adverb of manner. Adverbs of degree tell us the extent to which something happens or occurs. If we were to say “The play was quite interesting,” quite tells us the extent of how interesting the play was. Thus, quite is an adverb of degree. Finally, adverbs of frequency express
how often something happens. In a sentence like “They never know what to do with themselves,” never is an adverb of frequency. Five subclasses of adverbs is a lot, so we’ve organized the words that fall under each category in a nifty table for you here: It’s important to know about these subclasses of adverbs because many of them don’t follow
the old adage that adverbs end in -ly. Here's a helpful list of pronouns. (Attanata / Flickr) #5: Pronouns Pronouns are words that can be substituted for a noun or noun phrase in a sentence. Pronouns function to make sentences less clunky by allowing people to avoid repeating nouns over and over. For example, if you were telling someone a story
about your friend Destiny, you wouldn’t keep repeating their name over and over again every time you referred to them. Instead, you’'d use a pronoun—Ilike they or them—to refer to Destiny throughout the story. Pronouns are typically short words, often only two or three letters long. The most familiar pronouns in the English language are they, she,
and he. But these aren’t the only pronouns. There are many more pronouns in English that fall under different subclasses! Subclasses of Pronouns, Including Examples There are many subclasses of pronouns, but the most commonly used subclasses are personal pronouns, possessive pronouns, demonstrative pronouns, indefinite pronouns, and
interrogative pronouns. Personal Pronouns Personal pronouns are probably the most familiar type of pronoun. Personal pronouns include I, me, you, she, her, him, he, we, us, they, and them. These are called personal pronouns because they refer to a person! Personal pronouns can replace specific nouns in sentences, like a person’s name, or refer to
specific groups of people, like in these examples: Did you see Gia pole vault at the track meet? Her form was incredible! The Cycling Club is meeting up at six. They said they would be at the park. In both of the examples above, a pronoun stands in for a proper noun to avoid repetitiveness. Her replaces Gia in the first example, and they replaces the
Cycling Club in the second example. (It’s also worth noting that personal pronouns are one of the easiest ways to determine what point of view a writer is using.) Possessive Pronouns Possessive pronouns are used to indicate that something belongs to or is the possession of someone. The possessive pronouns fall into two categories: limiting and
absolute. In a sentence, absolute possessive pronouns can be substituted for the thing that belongs to a person, and limiting pronouns cannot. The limiting pronouns are my, your, its, his, her, our, their, and whose, and the absolute pronouns are mine, yours, his, hers, ours, and theirs. Here are examples of a limiting possessive pronoun and absolute
possessive pronoun used in a sentence: Limiting possessive pronoun: Juan is fixing his car. In the example above, the car belongs to Juan, and his is the limiting possessive pronoun that shows the car belongs to Juan. Now, here’s an example of an absolute pronoun in a sentence: Absolute possessive pronoun: Did you buy your tickets? We already
bought ours. In this example, the tickets belong to whoever we is, and in the second sentence, ours is the absolute possessive pronoun standing in for the thing that “we” possess—the tickets. Demonstrative Pronouns, Interrogative Pronouns, and Indefinite Pronouns Demonstrative pronouns include the words that, this, these, and those. These



pronouns stand in for a noun or noun phrase that has already been mentioned in a sentence or conversation. This and these are typically used to refer to objects or entities that are nearby distance-wise, and that and those usually refer to objects or entities that are farther away. Here’s an example of a demonstrative pronoun used in a sentence: The
books are stacked up in the garage. Can you put those away? The books have already been mentioned, and those is the demonstrative pronoun that stands in to refer to them in the second sentence above. The use of those indicates that the books aren’t nearby—they’re out in the garage. Here’s another example: Do you need shoes? Here...you can
borrow these. In this sentence, these refers to the noun shoes. Using the word these tells readers that the shoes are nearby...maybe even on the speaker’s feet! Indefinite pronouns are used when it isn’t necessary to identify a specific person or thing. The indefinite pronouns are one, other, none, some, anybody, everybody, and no one. Here’s one
example of an indefinite pronoun used in a sentence: Promise you can keep a secret? Of course. I won’t tell anyone. In this example, the person speaking in the second two sentences isn’t referring to any particular people who they won’t tell the secret to. They're saying that, in general, they won’t tell anyone. That doesn’t specify a specific number,
type, or category of people who they won't tell the secret to, which is what makes the pronoun indefinite. Finally, interrogative pronouns are used in questions, and these pronouns include who, what, which, and whose. These pronouns are simply used to gather information about specific nouns—persons, places, and ideas. Let’s look at two examples
of interrogative pronouns used in sentences: Do you remember which glass was mine? What time are they arriving? In the first glass, the speaker wants to know more about which glass belongs to whom. In the second sentence, the speaker is asking for more clarity about a specific time. Conjunctions hook phrases and clauses together so they fit
like pieces of a puzzle. #6: Conjunctions Conjunctions are words that are used to connect words, phrases, clauses, and sentences in the English language. This function allows conjunctions to connect actions, ideas, and thoughts as well. Conjunctions are also used to make lists within sentences. (Conjunctions are also probably the most famous part of
speech, since they were immortalized in the famous “Conjunction Junction” song from Schoolhouse Rock.) You're probably familiar with and, but, and or as conjunctions, but let’s look into some subclasses of conjunctions so you can learn about the array of conjunctions that are out there! Subclasses of Conjunctions, Including Examples Coordinating
conjunctions, subordinating conjunctions, and correlative conjunctions are three subclasses of conjunctions. Each of these types of conjunctions functions in a different way in sentences! Coordinating Conjunctions Coordinating conjunctions are probably the most familiar type of conjunction. These conjunctions include the words for, and, nor, but, or,
yet, so (people often recommend using the acronym FANBOYS to remember the seven coordinating conjunctions!). Coordinating conjunctions are responsible for connecting two independent clauses in sentences, but can also be used to connect two words in a sentence. Here are two examples of coordinating conjunctions that connect two
independent clauses in a sentence: He wanted to go to the movies, but he couldn’t find his car keys. They put on sunscreen, and they went to the beach. Next, here are two examples of coordinating conjunctions that connect two words: Would you like to cook or order in for dinner? The storm was loud yet refreshing. The two examples above show
that coordinating conjunctions can connect different types of words as well. In the first example, the coordinating conjunction “or” connects two verbs; in the second example, the coordinating conjunction “yet” connects two adjectives. But wait! Why does the first set of sentences have commas while the second set of sentences doesn’t? When using a
coordinating conjunction, put a comma before the conjunction when it’s connecting two complete sentences. Otherwise, there’s no comma necessary. Subordinating Conjunctions Subordinating conjunctions are used to link an independent clause to a dependent clause in a sentence. This type of conjunction always appears at the beginning of a
dependent clause, which means that subordinating conjunctions can appear at the beginning of a sentence or in the middle of a sentence following an independent clause. (If you're unsure about what independent and dependent clauses are, be sure to check out our guide to compound sentences.) Here is an example of a subordinating conjunction
that appears at the beginning of a sentence: Because we were hungry, we ordered way too much food. Now, here’s an example of a subordinating conjunction that appears in the middle of a sentence, following an independent clause and a comma: Rakim was scared after the power went out. See? In the example above, the subordinating
conjunction after connects the independent clause Rakim was scared to the dependent clause after the power went out. Subordinating conjunctions include (but are not limited to!) the following words: after, as, because, before, even though, one, since, unless, until, whenever, and while. Correlative Conjunctions Finally, correlative conjunctions are
conjunctions that come in pairs, like both/and, either/or, and neither/nor. The two correlative conjunctions that come in a pair must appear in different parts of a sentence to make sense—they correlate the meaning in one part of the sentence with the meaning in another part of the sentence. Makes sense, right? Here are two examples of correlative
conjunctions used in a sentence: We’re either going to the Farmer’s Market or the Natural Grocer’s for our shopping today. They’re going to have to get dog treats for both Piper and Fudge. Other pairs of correlative conjunctions include as many/as, not/but, not only/but also, rather/than, such/that, and whether/or. Interjections are single words
that express emotions that end in an exclamation point. Cool! #7: Interjections Interjections are words that often appear at the beginning of sentences or between sentences to express emotions or sentiments such as excitement, surprise, joy, disgust, anger, or even pain. Commonly used interjections include wow!, yikes!, ouch!, or ugh! One clue that
an interjection is being used is when an exclamation point appears after a single word (but interjections don’t have to be followed by an exclamation point). And, since interjections usually express emotion or feeling, they’'re often referred to as being exclamatory. Wow! Interjections don’t come together with other parts of speech to form bigger
grammatical units, like phrases or clauses. There also aren’t strict rules about where interjections should appear in relation to other sentences. While it’s common for interjections to appear before sentences that describe an action or event that the interjection helps explain, interjections can appear after sentences that contain the action they’'re
describing as well. Subclasses of Interjections, Including Examples There are two main subclasses of interjections: primary interjections and secondary interjections. Let’s take a look at these two types of interjections! Primary Interjections Primary interjections are single words, like oh!, wow!, or ouch! that don’t enter into the actual structure of a
sentence but add to the meaning of a sentence. Here’s an example of how a primary interjection can be used before a sentence to add to the meaning of the sentence that follows it: Ouch! I just burned myself on that pan! While someone who hears, I just burned myself on that pan might assume that the person who said that is now in pain, the
interjection Ouch! makes it clear that burning oneself on the pan definitely was painful. Secondary Interjections Secondary interjections are words that have other meanings but have evolved to be used like interjections in the English language and are often exclamatory. Secondary interjections can be mixed with greetings, oaths, or swear words. In
many cases, the use of secondary interjections negates the original meaning of the word that is being used as an interjection. Let’s look at a couple of examples of secondary interjections here: Well, look what the cat dragged in! Heck, I'd help if I could, but I've got to get to work. You probably know that the words well and heck weren’t originally
used as interjections in the English language. Well originally meant that something was done in a good or satisfactory way, or that a person was in good health. Over time and through repeated usage, it’s come to be used as a way to express emotion, such as surprise, anger, relief, or resignation, like in the example above. This is a handy list of
common prepositional phrases.(attanatta / Flickr) #8: Prepositions The last part of speech we’re going to define is the preposition. Prepositions are words that are used to connect other words in a sentence—typically nouns and verbs—and show the relationship between those words. Prepositions convey concepts such as comparison, position, place,
direction, movement, time, possession, and how an action is completed. Subclasses of Prepositions, Including Examples The subclasses of prepositions are simple prepositions, double prepositions, participle prepositions, and prepositional phrases. Simple Prepositions Simple prepositions appear before and between nouns, adjectives, or adverbs in
sentences to convey relationships between people, living creatures, things, or places. Here are a couple of examples of simple prepositions used in sentences: I'll order more ink before we run out. Your phone was beside your wallet. In the first example, the preposition before appears between the noun ink and the personal pronoun we to convey a
relationship. In the second example, the preposition beside appears between the verb was and the possessive pronoun your. In both examples, though, the prepositions help us understand how elements in the sentence are related to one another. In the first sentence, we know that the speaker currently has ink but needs more before it’s gone. In the
second sentence, the preposition beside helps us understand how the wallet and the phone are positioned relative to one another! Double Prepositions Double prepositions are exactly what they sound like: two prepositions joined together into one unit to connect phrases, nouns, and pronouns with other words in a sentence. Common examples of
double prepositions include outside of, because of, according to, next to, across from, and on top of. Here is an example of a double preposition in a sentence: I thought you were sitting across from me. You see? Across and from both function as prepositions individually. When combined together in a sentence, they create a double preposition. (Also
note that the prepositions help us understand how two people—you and I—are positioned with one another through spacial relationship.) Prepositional Phrases Finally, prepositional phrases are groups of words that include a preposition and a noun or pronoun. Typically, the noun or pronoun that appears after the preposition in a prepositional
phrase is called the object of the preposition. The object always appears at the end of the prepositional phrase. Additionally, prepositional phrases never include a verb or a subject. Here are two examples of prepositional phrases: The cat sat under the chair. In the example above, “under” is the preposition, and “the chair” is the noun, which
functions as the object of the preposition. Here’s one more example: We walked through the overgrown field. Now, this example demonstrates one more thing you need to know about prepositional phrases: they can include an adjective before the object. In this example, “through” is the preposition, and “field” is the object. “Overgrown” is an
adjective that modifies “the field,” and it’s quite common for adjectives to appear in prepositional phrases like the one above. While that might sound confusing, don’t worry: the key is identifying the preposition in the first place! Once you can find the preposition, you can start looking at the words around it to see if it forms a compound preposition, a
double preposition of a prepositional phrase. 10 Question Quiz: Test Your Knowledge of Parts of Speech Definitions and Examples Since we’ve covered a lot of material about the 8 parts of speech with examples (a lot of them!), we want to give you an opportunity to review and see what you've learned! While it might seem easier to just use a parts of
speech finder instead of learning all this stuff, our parts of speech quiz can help you continue building your knowledge of the 8 parts of speech and master each one. Are you ready? Here we go: 1) What are the 8 parts of speech? a) Noun, article, adverb, antecedent, verb, adjective, conjunction, interjectionb) Noun, pronoun, verb, adverb,
determiner, clause, adjective, prepositionc) Noun, verb, adjective, adverb, pronoun, conjunction, interjection, preposition Understanding the eight parts of speech is like unlocking the building blocks of language. We all use words every day, often without considering their specific roles in our sentences. By delving into the eight parts of speech, we
gain the tools to express ourselves beautifully and powerfully. 8 Parts of Speech Nouns are the building blocks of sentences, naming everything from people and places to feelings and ideas. Let’s explore the different types of nouns that give substance to our language. Proper Nouns Proper nouns are used to name specific, one-of-a-kind items and are
always capitalized to signify their uniqueness. Examples include: Names of People: George, Elizabeth, Mohammed Places: Paris, Mount Everest, the Nile River Organizations: United Nations, Microsoft, Harvard University Common Nouns Common nouns are the general names for things and aren’t capitalized unless they start a sentence. These
include: General Objects: chair, window, phone Animals: dog, eagle, shark Places: city, park, restaurant Abstract Nouns Abstract nouns represent ideas or concepts that are not tangible or can’t be experienced with the five senses. We use them to describe feelings, qualities, and states, such as: Feelings: love, anger, joy Qualities: bravery, honesty,
intelligence States: freedom, childhood, poverty Concrete Nouns Concrete nouns are the opposite of abstract nouns; they name anything that can be experienced with our senses. Some examples are: Physical Objects: apple, book, car People and Animals: teacher, cat, child Places: home, beach, bakery Through these categories, we see how nouns
serve as the cornerstone for expressing everything we discuss, narrate, and describe in our language. In our examination of the eight parts of speech, we turn our focus to pronouns, essential tools in language that stand in for nouns and keep our sentences fresh and less repetitive. Personal Pronouns Personal pronouns are the ones we use to
designate specific people or things. They can take on different forms depending on case, whether it’s the subject or object in the sentence, and number, singular or plural. For example, in the first person singular, we use “I” for the subject case and “me” for the object case. Here’s a simple table for reference: Subject (Singular) Object (Singular)
Subject (Plural) Object (Plural) I me we us you you you you he/she/it him/her/it they them Demonstrative Pronouns Demonstrative pronouns, these helpful words, point to specific things and typically vary depending on the proximity to the speaker. For objects near us, we use “this” for singular and “these” for plural. For objects farther away, “that” for
singular and “those” for plural take their place. Interrogative Pronouns When we’re forming questions about people or objects, we use interrogative pronouns. The main interrogative pronouns are “who,” “whom,” “whose,” “which,” and “what.” We use “who” and “whom” for asking about people, where “who” is in the subject case, and “whom” in the
object case. Possessive Pronouns Possessive pronouns show ownership and are quite handy for avoiding repetition. They must match the number and sometimes gender of the noun being replaced. Some examples are “his,” “hers,” “its,” “ours,” “yours,” and “theirs.” Unlike possessive adjectives, these pronouns stand alone and do not precede the
noun. Here’s a quick list: Singular: mine, yours, his, hers, its Plural: ours, yours, theirs Remember, pronouns are incredibly useful in our language, allowing us to maintain clarity while avoiding redundancy. In our exploration of the parts of speech, we come to verbs, the words that express action or state of being in a sentence. They are essential for
constructing meaningful statements, as they serve as the backbone of a sentence’s structure. Action Verbs Action verbs are the muscle of a sentence, driving forward the things characters and subjects do. Examples include run, jump, and think. These verbs can show physical actions like run, mental actions like think, or emotional states like love.
Linking Verbs Linking verbs act like a bridge, connecting a subject to more information about it. These verbs do not represent action. Instead, they link the subject to a subject complement, which can be a noun or adjective that describes the subject. Common linking verbs include is, are, and seems. Auxiliary Verbs We use auxiliary verbs, also known
as helping verbs, to alter the mood, tense, or voice of the main verb in a sentence. They are the support system that expands the meaning of the main verb. For example, in the sentence “We have finished our project,” the word “have” is an auxiliary verb to the main verb finished. Auxiliary verbs include forms of be, have, and do. Adjectives are words
that modify nouns or pronouns by giving additional information about them such as quality, quantity, or identity. They are an essential tool we use to create vivid descriptions and provide specific details in our sentences. Descriptive Adjectives Descriptive adjectives are the words we use to describe a noun’s characteristics, such as color, size, shape,
texture, feeling, sound, and more. They help us paint a clearer picture of the things we’re talking about. For example: The bright sun. A mysterious noise. Quantitative Adjectives Quantitative adjectives specify the quantity of nouns, giving us an idea of ‘how many’ or ‘how much’. These can be exact numbers or words that denote amounts that can be
measured or estimated. For instance: Three books. Several cookies. Demonstrative Adjectives Demonstrative adjectives point out particular nouns. We use them to demonstrate or indicate which one we’re referring to, especially when it’s clear from the context which noun the speaker means. They are often used in phrases like: This notebook.
Those apples. Adverbs play an integral role in adding detail to our sentences by modifying verbs, adjectives, other adverbs, or even whole sentences. They answer questions like how, when, where, and to what extent. Now, let’s look closer at the adverbs of manner, time, and place. Adverbs of Manner These adverbs describe how an action is
performed. They can often be spotted by their -ly ending, although there are exceptions. For instance, in “She sings beautifully,” the word ‘beautifully’ explains how she sings. Here’s a quick list of examples: Quietly Eagerly Fast (note the lack of -ly) Adverbs of Time Adverbs of time provide information about when something happens. They can refer
to a specific time like ‘yesterday’ or ‘later’, or suggest frequency like ‘often’ or ‘always’. Here’s a mini-table to explain: Adverbs of Time Example Sentence Yesterday We met yesterday. Soon We should see the results soon. Frequently We visit the cafe frequently. Adverbs of Place Lastly, adverbs of place tell us where an action takes place. These don’t
follow a specific pattern in their formation. Words like ‘here’, ‘there’, and ‘everywhere’ are some of the various adverbs of place. We use them as in: “Please sit here.” “They looked everywhere.” Prepositions are the words that connect the elements of a sentence, indicating relationships between different entities such as place, time, and movement.
They help us give our listeners or readers a clearer picture of what we are trying to communicate. Prepositions of Time Prepositions of time describe when something happens. We use at for specific times, in for months, years, centuries, and long periods, and on for days and dates. Here’s how we might use them in sentences: We have a meeting at 9
AM. Our vacation starts in July. My brother is coming to visit on Monday. Prepositions of Place When we talk about the location of something, we rely on prepositions of place to provide clarity. At indicates a specific point, in is used for enclosed spaces, and on shows a surface. Examples include: The book is on the table. She is waiting for us at the
entrance. They live in New York City. Prepositions of Movement To describe the direction of an action, we use prepositions of movement. To indicates direction towards something, into signifies movement from the outside to the inside of an enclosed space, and through demonstrates going from one side to another. Here’s how they work: We are
going to the theater. She walked into the room. The road runs through the forest. Conjunctions are the glue that holds sentences together, allowing us to combine words, phrases, and clauses to add complexity and clarity to our ideas. Coordinating Conjunctions We use coordinating conjunctions to join individual words, phrases, or independent
clauses that are of equal grammatical importance. The acronym FANBOYS can help us remember them: For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, and So. Here’s how we might use them in sentences: For: We brought a map, for we expected to explore uncharted territory. And: She plays the guitar, and he sings along. Nor: He neither smiled nor frowned. But: She
is small, but she is mighty. Or: Do you prefer tea or coffee? Yet: He’s been working all day, yet he seems very energetic. So: It started raining, so we opened our umbrellas. Subordinating Conjunctions Subordinating conjunctions help us link a dependent clause to an independent clause, giving us the means to show time, contrast, cause, and condition.
Some common subordinating conjunctions include because, although, while, and if. Examples include: Because: We stayed indoors because it was raining. Although: Although it was late, they continued their meeting. While: While I cook, can you set the table? If: We’ll go to the beach if the weather stays sunny. Interjections are expressive words that
we use to convey emotion or exclamation, often standing apart from standard sentences. Think of them as spontaneous sound bytes that capture our immediate reactions. They are unique in that they can often stand alone or be inserted into a sentence without affecting its grammatical structure. Here’s a simple way to categorize interjections:
Primary Interjections: Words like “Oops” and “Wow” that serve no other purpose than being an exclamation. Secondary Interjections: Phrases used in everyday conversation, such as “Well, hello!” or “Oh no,” that can express a wide range of emotions. We use interjections to: Show surprise: “Ah!” or “Oh!” Express pain: “Ouch!” or “Ow!”
Greet: “Hey!” or “Hi!” Bid farewell: “Bye!” or “See ya!” Remember, interjections often stand out because of their punctuation. While they typically end with an exclamation point, they can sometimes be followed by a comma or another punctuation mark if they’'re part of a sentence. When it comes to writing, use them sparingly. Since they pack a
punch of emotion or emphasis, too many interjections can overwhelm our message and distract readers. Here’s a quick run-down of how you might find interjections in sentences: At the start: “Yikes, that’s a huge spider!” In the middle: “That’s, well, a surprise.” At the end: “You're moving to Spain, huh?” Interjections are lively and fun, giving us the
freedom to express ourselves vividly and with emotional flair! Interactive Exercises Exercise 1: Identify the Part of Speech Read each sentence and identify the part of speech for the highlighted word. Choose from noun, pronoun, adjective, verb, adverb, preposition, conjunction, or interjection. The dog barked loudly throughout the night.
She quickly finished her homework before going out. Can you believe how beautifully she sings? I have two cats and one dog. Before the movie starts, let’s grab some popcorn. He didn’t want to go to the party, but I convinced him. Wow, that was an amazing trick! She said that she would help, which was very kind of her. The car is yours if you can
afford it. Please turn off the lights when you leave. Answers: Noun Adverb Adverb Adjective Preposition Conjunction Interjection Pronoun Pronoun Verb Exercise 2: Fill in the Blanks Choose a word from the list that fits the correct part of speech to fill in the blank. The parts of speech you need to choose from are noun, pronoun, adjective, verb,
adverb, preposition, conjunction, and interjection. List: quickly, joy, and, blue, she, under, wow, runs, their, but The sky is very today. , did you see that shooting star? The cat beneath the porch when it started to rain. They to the store to buy some milk. is a very helpful friend. The children played

at the park. I wanted to go to the beach, it started to rain. book is on the table over there. The rabbit hopped the fence. The of winning the game made everyone smile. Answers: blue (Adjective) Wow (Interjection) ran (Verb) runs (Verb) She (Pronoun) quickly (Adverb) but (Conjunction) Their
(Pronoun) under (Preposition) joy (Noun) Frequently Asked Questions Can you explain the different types of nouns found in the English language? Nouns in English are categorized primarily into two types: common nouns and proper nouns. Common nouns refer to general items, such as ‘city’ or ‘dog’, while proper nouns name specific ones, like ‘New
York’ or ‘Rover’. Additionally, there are concrete nouns for physical objects, abstract nouns for ideas or qualities, and collective nouns that represent groups. Could you provide some examples of sentences that include all 8 parts of speech? Certainly! Here’s a sentence that includes all eight parts of speech: “Surprisingly, she loudly declared, “Wow,
our diligent study pays off!’, as the teacher promptly handed out the results.” In this sentence, you’ll find an adverb (surprisingly), pronoun (she), verb (declared), interjection (wow), possessive adjective (our), adjective (diligent), noun (study), and a preposition (off). What are the common functions of each part of speech in a sentence? In a sentence,
nouns name entities; pronouns replace nouns to avoid repetition; verbs express actions or states; adjectives describe or qualify nouns; adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs; prepositions show relationships between nouns or pronouns and other words; conjunctions connect words or groups of words; and interjections express emotions.
Where can I find a chart or diagram that clearly shows the 8 parts of speech? Charts or diagrams illustrating the eight parts of speech can often be found in English grammar textbooks or online educational resources. They provide a visual guide to understanding how each part of speech fits into sentence structure.
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