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Dramatic	Irony	is	a	literary	device	commonly	used	by	playwrights	in	their	plays.	It	occurs	when	the	audience	understands	the	implication	and	significance	of	a	specific	situation	on	stage,	whereas	the	characters	are	unaware	of	the	gravity	of	the	meanings	underlying	that	situation.Characterized	as	one	of	the	hallmarks	of	Shakespearean	tragedies,
dramatic	irony	is	used	to	build	and	sustain	audience’s	interest	thereby	keeping	them	actively	engaged	in	the	play.	Some	of	its	examples	in	“Romeo	and	Juliet”	are	given	below	with	analysis.Dramatic	Irony	in	Romeo	and	JulietExample	#1:pair	of	star-cross’d	lovers	take	their	life…	(Prologue	6)The	aforementioned	verse,	taken	from	the	prologue,
highlights	the	first	instance	of	dramatic	irony	in	the	play.	In	this	line,	the	chorus	asserts	that	the	play	about	is	going	to	revolve	around	two	lovers	who	commit	suicide.The	irony	resides	in	the	fact	that	this	tragic	end	is	revealed	to	the	audience	but	not	to	the	characters	involved	in	it.	Thus,	from	the	outset,	the	audience	becomes	aware	that	Romeo	and
Juliet’s	love	is	destined	to	fail	whereas	the	main	characters	remain	oblivious	to	this	fact.Example	#2:Whose	misadventur’d	piteous	overthrowsDoth,	with	their	death,	bury	their	parents’	strife.	(Prologue	7-8)The	above	revelation	is	made	by	the	chorus	in	the	prologue	of	the	play.	Referring	to	the	deaths	of	the	two	passionate	lovers,	the	chorus
emphasizes	that	the	legacy	of	rivalry	between	the	Capulets	and	Montagues	will	only	end	after	the	tragic	deaths	of	their	children,	Romeo	and	Juliet.The	irony	is	inherent	in	the	fact	that	the	unfortunate	deaths	of	two	lovers	will	bring	about	a	peaceful	resolution	to	an	otherwise	long-standing	conflict	between	their	families.	The	irony	is	further	intensified
by	the	fact	that	while	the	audience	is	aware	of	it,	the	two	rival	families	remain	obstinately	unaware	of	the	consequences	of	their	animosity.Example	#3:This	holy	shrine,	the	gentle	fine	is	this:My	lips,	two	blushing	pilgrims,	ready	standTo	smooth	that	rough	touch	with	a	tender	kiss.	(I.v.	105-107)These	heartfelt	lines	are	uttered	by	a	love-struck	Romeo
who	regards	himself	as	an	ardent	pilgrim	and	Juliet	as	his	scared	shrine.	As	a	self-professed	and	devoted	pilgrim,	Romeo	pleads	that	he	be	allowed	to	kiss	his	holy	shrine.	The	ironic	fact	about	the	entire	wooing	incident	is	that	at	this	stage	Romeo	is	not	aware	that	Juliet	is	the	daughter	of	the	Capulets,	his	family’s	archrivals.	Thus,	he	unknowingly	falls
in	love	with	his	nemesis.Example	#4:Alack,	there	lies	more	peril	in	thine	eyeThan	twenty	of	their	swords!	Look	thou	but	sweet,And	I	am	proof	against	their	enmity.	(II.	ii.	76-78)These	lines	are	uttered	by	Romeo	to	Juliet	in	the	renowned	balcony	scene.	In	these	particular	verses,	Romeo	is	trying	to	reassure	Juliet	that	she	needs	not	worry	about	her
family	issuing	threats	to	him.	Moreover,	Romeo	tries	to	convince	Juliet	that	her	sweet	and	loving	gaze	will	protect	him	from	all	dangers.Romeo	is	confident	that	their	love	will	win	against	all	odds.	Yet,	the	audience	is	aware	that	Juliet’s	fears	are	not	unfounded.	In	fact,	nothing	can	protect	the	young	lovers	from	their	doomed	romance.Example	#5:Alas
poor	Romeo!	he	is	already	dead;stabbed	with	a	white	wench’s	black	eye;shot	through	the	ear	with	a	love-song;	(II.	iv.	14-16)The	aforementioned	remarks	are	made	by	Mercutio	while	he	is	conversing	with	Benvolio.	The	conversation	revolves	around	Romeo’s	love-stricken	state.	The	irony	resides	in	the	fact	that	whereas	both	Mercutio	and	Benvolio
assume	that	Romeo	is	craving	for	Rosaline,	the	audience	is	aware	that	reality	is	contrary	to	their	perception,	and	that	Juliet	is	the	newfound	center	of	Romeo’s	love	and	affection.Example	#6:Ah,	well-a-day!	he’s	dead,	he’s	dead,	he’s	dead!We	are	undone,	lady,	we	are	undone!Alack	the	day!	he’s	gone,	he’s	kill’d,	he’s	dead!	(III.	ii.	42-44)Juliet’s	nurse
delivers	the	aforementioned	disturbing	news	in	relation	to	Tybalt’s	death.	The	nurse	only	used	the	pronoun	“he”	to	describe	who	died.	Juliet	thought	that	the	nurse	was	referring	to	Romeo.	She	thought	that	he	has	been	killed.	This	has	made	her	become	engulfed	in	sadness.	As	opposed	to	Juliet,	the	audience	is	aware	that	Romeo	is	still	alive	which
exacerbates	the	dramatic	irony	underlying	the	situation.Example	#7:Where	I	have	learn’d	me	to	repent	the	sinOf	disobedient	oppositionTo	you	and	your	behests,	and	am	enjoin’dBy	holy	Laurence	to	fall	prostrate	here,And	beg	your	pardon…	(IV.ii.	18-22)Juliet	makes	the	above-mentioned	earnest	remarks	in	an	effort	to	give	her	father	the	impression
that	she	is	a	dutiful	daughter	who	harbors	no	intention	to	contest	her	parents’	wishes.	Although	Juliet’s	feigned	earnestness	convinces	her	father	that	she	has	happily	conceded	to	marry	Paris,	the	reality	is	that	she	is	only	pretending	to	be	an	obedient,	respectful	daughter.The	audience	is	aware	that	Juliet	has	already	made	a	prior	plan	with	the	Friar	to
drink	the	sleeping	potion	and	has	no	intention	of	marrying	Paris.	This	contrast	between	Capulet’s	naiveté	and	the	actual	truth	known	by	the	audience,	contributes	to	the	dramatic	irony	and	tension	of	the	scene.Example	#8:If	I	may	trust	the	flattering	truth	of	sleep,My	dreams	presage	some	joyful	news	at	hand.	(V.	i.	1-2)Uttered	by	Romeo,	the
aforementioned	verse	is	replete	with	manifold	layers	of	dramatic	irony.	The	first	instance	of	irony	resides	in	the	fact	that	although	Romeo	anticipates	joyful	news,	moments	later	Balthasar	ushers	in	and	delivers	the	news	of	Juliet’s	death.This	terrible	news	leads	Romeo	to	commit	suicide.	Romeo	does	not	know	the	ultimate	reason	why	Juliet	has
committed	suicide.	He	did	not	know	what	drove	Juliet	in	order	to	do	this	act.	Out	of	his	love,	he	decided	to	follow	and	commit	suicide	too.Example	#9:I	could	not	send	it,-	here	it	is	again,	–Nor	get	a	messenger	to	bring	it	thee,So	fearful	were	they	of	infection.	(V.	ii.	14-16)Friar	John	made	these	remarks	in	response	to	Friar	Laurence’s	inquiry	about	the
letter	supposedly	dispatched	to	Romeo.		Romeo	is	supposed	to	be	informed	of	Juliet’s	plan	to	take	the	sleeping	potion	to	escape	her	marriage.	However,	the	above	revelation	by	Friar	John	highlights	that	plague	outbreak	made	him	unable	to	deliver	the	letter	to	Romeo.The	irony	is	inherent	in	the	fact	that	due	to	this	failure	to	deliver	the	letter,	Romeo
stays	unaware	of	the	fact	that	Juliet	is	alive	—	a	fact	that	would	have	otherwise	saved	his	life.Example	#10:Ah,	dear	Juliet,Why	art	thou	yet	so	fair?	shall	I	believeThat	unsubstantial	death	is	amorous,And	that	the	lean	abhorred	monster	keepsThee	here	in	dark	to	be	his	paramour?For	fear	of	that,	I	still	will	stay	with	thee;And	never	from	this	palace	of
dim	night…	(V.	iii.	101-107)Romeo	uttered	these	lines	when	he	saw	Juliet	lying	in	the	tomb.	The	dramatic	irony	implicit	in	the	aforementioned	verses	evokes	sympathy	in	the	audience.	Overwhelmed	by	his	love	for	Juliet,	Romeo	makes	a	pledge	to	join	his	beloved	in	the	dim	night	of	death.	The	fact	that	Juliet	appears	beautiful	and	utterly	untouched	by
death	highlights	the	dramatic	irony	underlying	this	tragic	scene,	since	Juliet	is	actually	sound	asleep	and	not	dead.	Dramatic	Irony	is	a	literary	device	commonly	used	by	playwrights	in	their	plays.	It	occurs	when	the	audience	understands	the	implication	and	significance	of	a	specific	situation	on	stage,	whereas	the	characters	are	unaware	of	the	gravity
of	the	meanings	underlying	that	situation.Characterized	as	one	of	the	hallmarks	of	Shakespearean	tragedies,	dramatic	irony	is	used	to	build	and	sustain	audience’s	interest	thereby	keeping	them	actively	engaged	in	the	play.	Some	of	its	examples	in	“Romeo	and	Juliet”	are	given	below	with	analysis.Dramatic	Irony	in	Romeo	and	JulietExample	#1:pair
of	star-cross’d	lovers	take	their	life…	(Prologue	6)The	aforementioned	verse,	taken	from	the	prologue,	highlights	the	first	instance	of	dramatic	irony	in	the	play.	In	this	line,	the	chorus	asserts	that	the	play	about	is	going	to	revolve	around	two	lovers	who	commit	suicide.The	irony	resides	in	the	fact	that	this	tragic	end	is	revealed	to	the	audience	but	not
to	the	characters	involved	in	it.	Thus,	from	the	outset,	the	audience	becomes	aware	that	Romeo	and	Juliet’s	love	is	destined	to	fail	whereas	the	main	characters	remain	oblivious	to	this	fact.Example	#2:Whose	misadventur’d	piteous	overthrowsDoth,	with	their	death,	bury	their	parents’	strife.	(Prologue	7-8)The	above	revelation	is	made	by	the	chorus	in
the	prologue	of	the	play.	Referring	to	the	deaths	of	the	two	passionate	lovers,	the	chorus	emphasizes	that	the	legacy	of	rivalry	between	the	Capulets	and	Montagues	will	only	end	after	the	tragic	deaths	of	their	children,	Romeo	and	Juliet.The	irony	is	inherent	in	the	fact	that	the	unfortunate	deaths	of	two	lovers	will	bring	about	a	peaceful	resolution	to
an	otherwise	long-standing	conflict	between	their	families.	The	irony	is	further	intensified	by	the	fact	that	while	the	audience	is	aware	of	it,	the	two	rival	families	remain	obstinately	unaware	of	the	consequences	of	their	animosity.Example	#3:This	holy	shrine,	the	gentle	fine	is	this:My	lips,	two	blushing	pilgrims,	ready	standTo	smooth	that	rough	touch
with	a	tender	kiss.	(I.v.	105-107)These	heartfelt	lines	are	uttered	by	a	love-struck	Romeo	who	regards	himself	as	an	ardent	pilgrim	and	Juliet	as	his	scared	shrine.	As	a	self-professed	and	devoted	pilgrim,	Romeo	pleads	that	he	be	allowed	to	kiss	his	holy	shrine.	The	ironic	fact	about	the	entire	wooing	incident	is	that	at	this	stage	Romeo	is	not	aware	that
Juliet	is	the	daughter	of	the	Capulets,	his	family’s	archrivals.	Thus,	he	unknowingly	falls	in	love	with	his	nemesis.Example	#4:Alack,	there	lies	more	peril	in	thine	eyeThan	twenty	of	their	swords!	Look	thou	but	sweet,And	I	am	proof	against	their	enmity.	(II.	ii.	76-78)These	lines	are	uttered	by	Romeo	to	Juliet	in	the	renowned	balcony	scene.	In	these
particular	verses,	Romeo	is	trying	to	reassure	Juliet	that	she	needs	not	worry	about	her	family	issuing	threats	to	him.	Moreover,	Romeo	tries	to	convince	Juliet	that	her	sweet	and	loving	gaze	will	protect	him	from	all	dangers.Romeo	is	confident	that	their	love	will	win	against	all	odds.	Yet,	the	audience	is	aware	that	Juliet’s	fears	are	not	unfounded.	In
fact,	nothing	can	protect	the	young	lovers	from	their	doomed	romance.Example	#5:Alas	poor	Romeo!	he	is	already	dead;stabbed	with	a	white	wench’s	black	eye;shot	through	the	ear	with	a	love-song;	(II.	iv.	14-16)The	aforementioned	remarks	are	made	by	Mercutio	while	he	is	conversing	with	Benvolio.	The	conversation	revolves	around	Romeo’s	love-
stricken	state.	The	irony	resides	in	the	fact	that	whereas	both	Mercutio	and	Benvolio	assume	that	Romeo	is	craving	for	Rosaline,	the	audience	is	aware	that	reality	is	contrary	to	their	perception,	and	that	Juliet	is	the	newfound	center	of	Romeo’s	love	and	affection.Example	#6:Ah,	well-a-day!	he’s	dead,	he’s	dead,	he’s	dead!We	are	undone,	lady,	we	are
undone!Alack	the	day!	he’s	gone,	he’s	kill’d,	he’s	dead!	(III.	ii.	42-44)Juliet’s	nurse	delivers	the	aforementioned	disturbing	news	in	relation	to	Tybalt’s	death.	The	nurse	only	used	the	pronoun	“he”	to	describe	who	died.	Juliet	thought	that	the	nurse	was	referring	to	Romeo.	She	thought	that	he	has	been	killed.	This	has	made	her	become	engulfed	in
sadness.	As	opposed	to	Juliet,	the	audience	is	aware	that	Romeo	is	still	alive	which	exacerbates	the	dramatic	irony	underlying	the	situation.Example	#7:Where	I	have	learn’d	me	to	repent	the	sinOf	disobedient	oppositionTo	you	and	your	behests,	and	am	enjoin’dBy	holy	Laurence	to	fall	prostrate	here,And	beg	your	pardon…	(IV.ii.	18-22)Juliet	makes
the	above-mentioned	earnest	remarks	in	an	effort	to	give	her	father	the	impression	that	she	is	a	dutiful	daughter	who	harbors	no	intention	to	contest	her	parents’	wishes.	Although	Juliet’s	feigned	earnestness	convinces	her	father	that	she	has	happily	conceded	to	marry	Paris,	the	reality	is	that	she	is	only	pretending	to	be	an	obedient,	respectful
daughter.The	audience	is	aware	that	Juliet	has	already	made	a	prior	plan	with	the	Friar	to	drink	the	sleeping	potion	and	has	no	intention	of	marrying	Paris.	This	contrast	between	Capulet’s	naiveté	and	the	actual	truth	known	by	the	audience,	contributes	to	the	dramatic	irony	and	tension	of	the	scene.Example	#8:If	I	may	trust	the	flattering	truth	of
sleep,My	dreams	presage	some	joyful	news	at	hand.	(V.	i.	1-2)Uttered	by	Romeo,	the	aforementioned	verse	is	replete	with	manifold	layers	of	dramatic	irony.	The	first	instance	of	irony	resides	in	the	fact	that	although	Romeo	anticipates	joyful	news,	moments	later	Balthasar	ushers	in	and	delivers	the	news	of	Juliet’s	death.This	terrible	news	leads
Romeo	to	commit	suicide.	Romeo	does	not	know	the	ultimate	reason	why	Juliet	has	committed	suicide.	He	did	not	know	what	drove	Juliet	in	order	to	do	this	act.	Out	of	his	love,	he	decided	to	follow	and	commit	suicide	too.Example	#9:I	could	not	send	it,-	here	it	is	again,	–Nor	get	a	messenger	to	bring	it	thee,So	fearful	were	they	of	infection.	(V.	ii.	14-
16)Friar	John	made	these	remarks	in	response	to	Friar	Laurence’s	inquiry	about	the	letter	supposedly	dispatched	to	Romeo.		Romeo	is	supposed	to	be	informed	of	Juliet’s	plan	to	take	the	sleeping	potion	to	escape	her	marriage.	However,	the	above	revelation	by	Friar	John	highlights	that	plague	outbreak	made	him	unable	to	deliver	the	letter	to
Romeo.The	irony	is	inherent	in	the	fact	that	due	to	this	failure	to	deliver	the	letter,	Romeo	stays	unaware	of	the	fact	that	Juliet	is	alive	—	a	fact	that	would	have	otherwise	saved	his	life.Example	#10:Ah,	dear	Juliet,Why	art	thou	yet	so	fair?	shall	I	believeThat	unsubstantial	death	is	amorous,And	that	the	lean	abhorred	monster	keepsThee	here	in	dark	to
be	his	paramour?For	fear	of	that,	I	still	will	stay	with	thee;And	never	from	this	palace	of	dim	night…	(V.	iii.	101-107)Romeo	uttered	these	lines	when	he	saw	Juliet	lying	in	the	tomb.	The	dramatic	irony	implicit	in	the	aforementioned	verses	evokes	sympathy	in	the	audience.	Overwhelmed	by	his	love	for	Juliet,	Romeo	makes	a	pledge	to	join	his	beloved	in
the	dim	night	of	death.	The	fact	that	Juliet	appears	beautiful	and	utterly	untouched	by	death	highlights	the	dramatic	irony	underlying	this	tragic	scene,	since	Juliet	is	actually	sound	asleep	and	not	dead.	Dramatic	Irony	is	a	literary	device	commonly	used	by	playwrights	in	their	plays.	It	occurs	when	the	audience	understands	the	implication	and
significance	of	a	specific	situation	on	stage,	whereas	the	characters	are	unaware	of	the	gravity	of	the	meanings	underlying	that	situation.Characterized	as	one	of	the	hallmarks	of	Shakespearean	tragedies,	dramatic	irony	is	used	to	build	and	sustain	audience’s	interest	thereby	keeping	them	actively	engaged	in	the	play.	Some	of	its	examples	in	“Romeo
and	Juliet”	are	given	below	with	analysis.Dramatic	Irony	in	Romeo	and	JulietExample	#1:pair	of	star-cross’d	lovers	take	their	life…	(Prologue	6)The	aforementioned	verse,	taken	from	the	prologue,	highlights	the	first	instance	of	dramatic	irony	in	the	play.	In	this	line,	the	chorus	asserts	that	the	play	about	is	going	to	revolve	around	two	lovers	who
commit	suicide.The	irony	resides	in	the	fact	that	this	tragic	end	is	revealed	to	the	audience	but	not	to	the	characters	involved	in	it.	Thus,	from	the	outset,	the	audience	becomes	aware	that	Romeo	and	Juliet’s	love	is	destined	to	fail	whereas	the	main	characters	remain	oblivious	to	this	fact.Example	#2:Whose	misadventur’d	piteous	overthrowsDoth,
with	their	death,	bury	their	parents’	strife.	(Prologue	7-8)The	above	revelation	is	made	by	the	chorus	in	the	prologue	of	the	play.	Referring	to	the	deaths	of	the	two	passionate	lovers,	the	chorus	emphasizes	that	the	legacy	of	rivalry	between	the	Capulets	and	Montagues	will	only	end	after	the	tragic	deaths	of	their	children,	Romeo	and	Juliet.The	irony	is
inherent	in	the	fact	that	the	unfortunate	deaths	of	two	lovers	will	bring	about	a	peaceful	resolution	to	an	otherwise	long-standing	conflict	between	their	families.	The	irony	is	further	intensified	by	the	fact	that	while	the	audience	is	aware	of	it,	the	two	rival	families	remain	obstinately	unaware	of	the	consequences	of	their	animosity.Example	#3:This
holy	shrine,	the	gentle	fine	is	this:My	lips,	two	blushing	pilgrims,	ready	standTo	smooth	that	rough	touch	with	a	tender	kiss.	(I.v.	105-107)These	heartfelt	lines	are	uttered	by	a	love-struck	Romeo	who	regards	himself	as	an	ardent	pilgrim	and	Juliet	as	his	scared	shrine.	As	a	self-professed	and	devoted	pilgrim,	Romeo	pleads	that	he	be	allowed	to	kiss	his
holy	shrine.	The	ironic	fact	about	the	entire	wooing	incident	is	that	at	this	stage	Romeo	is	not	aware	that	Juliet	is	the	daughter	of	the	Capulets,	his	family’s	archrivals.	Thus,	he	unknowingly	falls	in	love	with	his	nemesis.Example	#4:Alack,	there	lies	more	peril	in	thine	eyeThan	twenty	of	their	swords!	Look	thou	but	sweet,And	I	am	proof	against	their
enmity.	(II.	ii.	76-78)These	lines	are	uttered	by	Romeo	to	Juliet	in	the	renowned	balcony	scene.	In	these	particular	verses,	Romeo	is	trying	to	reassure	Juliet	that	she	needs	not	worry	about	her	family	issuing	threats	to	him.	Moreover,	Romeo	tries	to	convince	Juliet	that	her	sweet	and	loving	gaze	will	protect	him	from	all	dangers.Romeo	is	confident	that
their	love	will	win	against	all	odds.	Yet,	the	audience	is	aware	that	Juliet’s	fears	are	not	unfounded.	In	fact,	nothing	can	protect	the	young	lovers	from	their	doomed	romance.Example	#5:Alas	poor	Romeo!	he	is	already	dead;stabbed	with	a	white	wench’s	black	eye;shot	through	the	ear	with	a	love-song;	(II.	iv.	14-16)The	aforementioned	remarks	are
made	by	Mercutio	while	he	is	conversing	with	Benvolio.	The	conversation	revolves	around	Romeo’s	love-stricken	state.	The	irony	resides	in	the	fact	that	whereas	both	Mercutio	and	Benvolio	assume	that	Romeo	is	craving	for	Rosaline,	the	audience	is	aware	that	reality	is	contrary	to	their	perception,	and	that	Juliet	is	the	newfound	center	of	Romeo’s
love	and	affection.Example	#6:Ah,	well-a-day!	he’s	dead,	he’s	dead,	he’s	dead!We	are	undone,	lady,	we	are	undone!Alack	the	day!	he’s	gone,	he’s	kill’d,	he’s	dead!	(III.	ii.	42-44)Juliet’s	nurse	delivers	the	aforementioned	disturbing	news	in	relation	to	Tybalt’s	death.	The	nurse	only	used	the	pronoun	“he”	to	describe	who	died.	Juliet	thought	that	the
nurse	was	referring	to	Romeo.	She	thought	that	he	has	been	killed.	This	has	made	her	become	engulfed	in	sadness.	As	opposed	to	Juliet,	the	audience	is	aware	that	Romeo	is	still	alive	which	exacerbates	the	dramatic	irony	underlying	the	situation.Example	#7:Where	I	have	learn’d	me	to	repent	the	sinOf	disobedient	oppositionTo	you	and	your	behests,
and	am	enjoin’dBy	holy	Laurence	to	fall	prostrate	here,And	beg	your	pardon…	(IV.ii.	18-22)Juliet	makes	the	above-mentioned	earnest	remarks	in	an	effort	to	give	her	father	the	impression	that	she	is	a	dutiful	daughter	who	harbors	no	intention	to	contest	her	parents’	wishes.	Although	Juliet’s	feigned	earnestness	convinces	her	father	that	she	has
happily	conceded	to	marry	Paris,	the	reality	is	that	she	is	only	pretending	to	be	an	obedient,	respectful	daughter.The	audience	is	aware	that	Juliet	has	already	made	a	prior	plan	with	the	Friar	to	drink	the	sleeping	potion	and	has	no	intention	of	marrying	Paris.	This	contrast	between	Capulet’s	naiveté	and	the	actual	truth	known	by	the	audience,
contributes	to	the	dramatic	irony	and	tension	of	the	scene.Example	#8:If	I	may	trust	the	flattering	truth	of	sleep,My	dreams	presage	some	joyful	news	at	hand.	(V.	i.	1-2)Uttered	by	Romeo,	the	aforementioned	verse	is	replete	with	manifold	layers	of	dramatic	irony.	The	first	instance	of	irony	resides	in	the	fact	that	although	Romeo	anticipates	joyful
news,	moments	later	Balthasar	ushers	in	and	delivers	the	news	of	Juliet’s	death.This	terrible	news	leads	Romeo	to	commit	suicide.	Romeo	does	not	know	the	ultimate	reason	why	Juliet	has	committed	suicide.	He	did	not	know	what	drove	Juliet	in	order	to	do	this	act.	Out	of	his	love,	he	decided	to	follow	and	commit	suicide	too.Example	#9:I	could	not
send	it,-	here	it	is	again,	–Nor	get	a	messenger	to	bring	it	thee,So	fearful	were	they	of	infection.	(V.	ii.	14-16)Friar	John	made	these	remarks	in	response	to	Friar	Laurence’s	inquiry	about	the	letter	supposedly	dispatched	to	Romeo.		Romeo	is	supposed	to	be	informed	of	Juliet’s	plan	to	take	the	sleeping	potion	to	escape	her	marriage.	However,	the
above	revelation	by	Friar	John	highlights	that	plague	outbreak	made	him	unable	to	deliver	the	letter	to	Romeo.The	irony	is	inherent	in	the	fact	that	due	to	this	failure	to	deliver	the	letter,	Romeo	stays	unaware	of	the	fact	that	Juliet	is	alive	—	a	fact	that	would	have	otherwise	saved	his	life.Example	#10:Ah,	dear	Juliet,Why	art	thou	yet	so	fair?	shall	I
believeThat	unsubstantial	death	is	amorous,And	that	the	lean	abhorred	monster	keepsThee	here	in	dark	to	be	his	paramour?For	fear	of	that,	I	still	will	stay	with	thee;And	never	from	this	palace	of	dim	night…	(V.	iii.	101-107)Romeo	uttered	these	lines	when	he	saw	Juliet	lying	in	the	tomb.	The	dramatic	irony	implicit	in	the	aforementioned	verses	evokes
sympathy	in	the	audience.	Overwhelmed	by	his	love	for	Juliet,	Romeo	makes	a	pledge	to	join	his	beloved	in	the	dim	night	of	death.	The	fact	that	Juliet	appears	beautiful	and	utterly	untouched	by	death	highlights	the	dramatic	irony	underlying	this	tragic	scene,	since	Juliet	is	actually	sound	asleep	and	not	dead.	Dramatic	Irony	is	a	literary	device
commonly	used	by	playwrights	in	their	plays.	It	occurs	when	the	audience	understands	the	implication	and	significance	of	a	specific	situation	on	stage,	whereas	the	characters	are	unaware	of	the	gravity	of	the	meanings	underlying	that	situation.Characterized	as	one	of	the	hallmarks	of	Shakespearean	tragedies,	dramatic	irony	is	used	to	build	and
sustain	audience’s	interest	thereby	keeping	them	actively	engaged	in	the	play.	Some	of	its	examples	in	“Romeo	and	Juliet”	are	given	below	with	analysis.Dramatic	Irony	in	Romeo	and	JulietExample	#1:pair	of	star-cross’d	lovers	take	their	life…	(Prologue	6)The	aforementioned	verse,	taken	from	the	prologue,	highlights	the	first	instance	of	dramatic
irony	in	the	play.	In	this	line,	the	chorus	asserts	that	the	play	about	is	going	to	revolve	around	two	lovers	who	commit	suicide.The	irony	resides	in	the	fact	that	this	tragic	end	is	revealed	to	the	audience	but	not	to	the	characters	involved	in	it.	Thus,	from	the	outset,	the	audience	becomes	aware	that	Romeo	and	Juliet’s	love	is	destined	to	fail	whereas	the
main	characters	remain	oblivious	to	this	fact.Example	#2:Whose	misadventur’d	piteous	overthrowsDoth,	with	their	death,	bury	their	parents’	strife.	(Prologue	7-8)The	above	revelation	is	made	by	the	chorus	in	the	prologue	of	the	play.	Referring	to	the	deaths	of	the	two	passionate	lovers,	the	chorus	emphasizes	that	the	legacy	of	rivalry	between	the
Capulets	and	Montagues	will	only	end	after	the	tragic	deaths	of	their	children,	Romeo	and	Juliet.The	irony	is	inherent	in	the	fact	that	the	unfortunate	deaths	of	two	lovers	will	bring	about	a	peaceful	resolution	to	an	otherwise	long-standing	conflict	between	their	families.	The	irony	is	further	intensified	by	the	fact	that	while	the	audience	is	aware	of	it,
the	two	rival	families	remain	obstinately	unaware	of	the	consequences	of	their	animosity.Example	#3:This	holy	shrine,	the	gentle	fine	is	this:My	lips,	two	blushing	pilgrims,	ready	standTo	smooth	that	rough	touch	with	a	tender	kiss.	(I.v.	105-107)These	heartfelt	lines	are	uttered	by	a	love-struck	Romeo	who	regards	himself	as	an	ardent	pilgrim	and
Juliet	as	his	scared	shrine.	As	a	self-professed	and	devoted	pilgrim,	Romeo	pleads	that	he	be	allowed	to	kiss	his	holy	shrine.	The	ironic	fact	about	the	entire	wooing	incident	is	that	at	this	stage	Romeo	is	not	aware	that	Juliet	is	the	daughter	of	the	Capulets,	his	family’s	archrivals.	Thus,	he	unknowingly	falls	in	love	with	his	nemesis.Example	#4:Alack,
there	lies	more	peril	in	thine	eyeThan	twenty	of	their	swords!	Look	thou	but	sweet,And	I	am	proof	against	their	enmity.	(II.	ii.	76-78)These	lines	are	uttered	by	Romeo	to	Juliet	in	the	renowned	balcony	scene.	In	these	particular	verses,	Romeo	is	trying	to	reassure	Juliet	that	she	needs	not	worry	about	her	family	issuing	threats	to	him.	Moreover,	Romeo
tries	to	convince	Juliet	that	her	sweet	and	loving	gaze	will	protect	him	from	all	dangers.Romeo	is	confident	that	their	love	will	win	against	all	odds.	Yet,	the	audience	is	aware	that	Juliet’s	fears	are	not	unfounded.	In	fact,	nothing	can	protect	the	young	lovers	from	their	doomed	romance.Example	#5:Alas	poor	Romeo!	he	is	already	dead;stabbed	with	a
white	wench’s	black	eye;shot	through	the	ear	with	a	love-song;	(II.	iv.	14-16)The	aforementioned	remarks	are	made	by	Mercutio	while	he	is	conversing	with	Benvolio.	The	conversation	revolves	around	Romeo’s	love-stricken	state.	The	irony	resides	in	the	fact	that	whereas	both	Mercutio	and	Benvolio	assume	that	Romeo	is	craving	for	Rosaline,	the
audience	is	aware	that	reality	is	contrary	to	their	perception,	and	that	Juliet	is	the	newfound	center	of	Romeo’s	love	and	affection.Example	#6:Ah,	well-a-day!	he’s	dead,	he’s	dead,	he’s	dead!We	are	undone,	lady,	we	are	undone!Alack	the	day!	he’s	gone,	he’s	kill’d,	he’s	dead!	(III.	ii.	42-44)Juliet’s	nurse	delivers	the	aforementioned	disturbing	news	in
relation	to	Tybalt’s	death.	The	nurse	only	used	the	pronoun	“he”	to	describe	who	died.	Juliet	thought	that	the	nurse	was	referring	to	Romeo.	She	thought	that	he	has	been	killed.	This	has	made	her	become	engulfed	in	sadness.	As	opposed	to	Juliet,	the	audience	is	aware	that	Romeo	is	still	alive	which	exacerbates	the	dramatic	irony	underlying	the
situation.Example	#7:Where	I	have	learn’d	me	to	repent	the	sinOf	disobedient	oppositionTo	you	and	your	behests,	and	am	enjoin’dBy	holy	Laurence	to	fall	prostrate	here,And	beg	your	pardon…	(IV.ii.	18-22)Juliet	makes	the	above-mentioned	earnest	remarks	in	an	effort	to	give	her	father	the	impression	that	she	is	a	dutiful	daughter	who	harbors	no
intention	to	contest	her	parents’	wishes.	Although	Juliet’s	feigned	earnestness	convinces	her	father	that	she	has	happily	conceded	to	marry	Paris,	the	reality	is	that	she	is	only	pretending	to	be	an	obedient,	respectful	daughter.The	audience	is	aware	that	Juliet	has	already	made	a	prior	plan	with	the	Friar	to	drink	the	sleeping	potion	and	has	no
intention	of	marrying	Paris.	This	contrast	between	Capulet’s	naiveté	and	the	actual	truth	known	by	the	audience,	contributes	to	the	dramatic	irony	and	tension	of	the	scene.Example	#8:If	I	may	trust	the	flattering	truth	of	sleep,My	dreams	presage	some	joyful	news	at	hand.	(V.	i.	1-2)Uttered	by	Romeo,	the	aforementioned	verse	is	replete	with	manifold
layers	of	dramatic	irony.	The	first	instance	of	irony	resides	in	the	fact	that	although	Romeo	anticipates	joyful	news,	moments	later	Balthasar	ushers	in	and	delivers	the	news	of	Juliet’s	death.This	terrible	news	leads	Romeo	to	commit	suicide.	Romeo	does	not	know	the	ultimate	reason	why	Juliet	has	committed	suicide.	He	did	not	know	what	drove	Juliet
in	order	to	do	this	act.	Out	of	his	love,	he	decided	to	follow	and	commit	suicide	too.Example	#9:I	could	not	send	it,-	here	it	is	again,	–Nor	get	a	messenger	to	bring	it	thee,So	fearful	were	they	of	infection.	(V.	ii.	14-16)Friar	John	made	these	remarks	in	response	to	Friar	Laurence’s	inquiry	about	the	letter	supposedly	dispatched	to	Romeo.		Romeo	is
supposed	to	be	informed	of	Juliet’s	plan	to	take	the	sleeping	potion	to	escape	her	marriage.	However,	the	above	revelation	by	Friar	John	highlights	that	plague	outbreak	made	him	unable	to	deliver	the	letter	to	Romeo.The	irony	is	inherent	in	the	fact	that	due	to	this	failure	to	deliver	the	letter,	Romeo	stays	unaware	of	the	fact	that	Juliet	is	alive	—	a	fact
that	would	have	otherwise	saved	his	life.Example	#10:Ah,	dear	Juliet,Why	art	thou	yet	so	fair?	shall	I	believeThat	unsubstantial	death	is	amorous,And	that	the	lean	abhorred	monster	keepsThee	here	in	dark	to	be	his	paramour?For	fear	of	that,	I	still	will	stay	with	thee;And	never	from	this	palace	of	dim	night…	(V.	iii.	101-107)Romeo	uttered	these	lines
when	he	saw	Juliet	lying	in	the	tomb.	The	dramatic	irony	implicit	in	the	aforementioned	verses	evokes	sympathy	in	the	audience.	Overwhelmed	by	his	love	for	Juliet,	Romeo	makes	a	pledge	to	join	his	beloved	in	the	dim	night	of	death.	The	fact	that	Juliet	appears	beautiful	and	utterly	untouched	by	death	highlights	the	dramatic	irony	underlying	this
tragic	scene,	since	Juliet	is	actually	sound	asleep	and	not	dead.	Dramatic	Irony	is	a	literary	device	commonly	used	by	playwrights	in	their	plays.	It	occurs	when	the	audience	understands	the	implication	and	significance	of	a	specific	situation	on	stage,	whereas	the	characters	are	unaware	of	the	gravity	of	the	meanings	underlying	that
situation.Characterized	as	one	of	the	hallmarks	of	Shakespearean	tragedies,	dramatic	irony	is	used	to	build	and	sustain	audience’s	interest	thereby	keeping	them	actively	engaged	in	the	play.	Some	of	its	examples	in	“Romeo	and	Juliet”	are	given	below	with	analysis.Dramatic	Irony	in	Romeo	and	JulietExample	#1:pair	of	star-cross’d	lovers	take	their
life…	(Prologue	6)The	aforementioned	verse,	taken	from	the	prologue,	highlights	the	first	instance	of	dramatic	irony	in	the	play.	In	this	line,	the	chorus	asserts	that	the	play	about	is	going	to	revolve	around	two	lovers	who	commit	suicide.The	irony	resides	in	the	fact	that	this	tragic	end	is	revealed	to	the	audience	but	not	to	the	characters	involved	in	it.
Thus,	from	the	outset,	the	audience	becomes	aware	that	Romeo	and	Juliet’s	love	is	destined	to	fail	whereas	the	main	characters	remain	oblivious	to	this	fact.Example	#2:Whose	misadventur’d	piteous	overthrowsDoth,	with	their	death,	bury	their	parents’	strife.	(Prologue	7-8)The	above	revelation	is	made	by	the	chorus	in	the	prologue	of	the	play.
Referring	to	the	deaths	of	the	two	passionate	lovers,	the	chorus	emphasizes	that	the	legacy	of	rivalry	between	the	Capulets	and	Montagues	will	only	end	after	the	tragic	deaths	of	their	children,	Romeo	and	Juliet.The	irony	is	inherent	in	the	fact	that	the	unfortunate	deaths	of	two	lovers	will	bring	about	a	peaceful	resolution	to	an	otherwise	long-
standing	conflict	between	their	families.	The	irony	is	further	intensified	by	the	fact	that	while	the	audience	is	aware	of	it,	the	two	rival	families	remain	obstinately	unaware	of	the	consequences	of	their	animosity.Example	#3:This	holy	shrine,	the	gentle	fine	is	this:My	lips,	two	blushing	pilgrims,	ready	standTo	smooth	that	rough	touch	with	a	tender	kiss.
(I.v.	105-107)These	heartfelt	lines	are	uttered	by	a	love-struck	Romeo	who	regards	himself	as	an	ardent	pilgrim	and	Juliet	as	his	scared	shrine.	As	a	self-professed	and	devoted	pilgrim,	Romeo	pleads	that	he	be	allowed	to	kiss	his	holy	shrine.	The	ironic	fact	about	the	entire	wooing	incident	is	that	at	this	stage	Romeo	is	not	aware	that	Juliet	is	the
daughter	of	the	Capulets,	his	family’s	archrivals.	Thus,	he	unknowingly	falls	in	love	with	his	nemesis.Example	#4:Alack,	there	lies	more	peril	in	thine	eyeThan	twenty	of	their	swords!	Look	thou	but	sweet,And	I	am	proof	against	their	enmity.	(II.	ii.	76-78)These	lines	are	uttered	by	Romeo	to	Juliet	in	the	renowned	balcony	scene.	In	these	particular
verses,	Romeo	is	trying	to	reassure	Juliet	that	she	needs	not	worry	about	her	family	issuing	threats	to	him.	Moreover,	Romeo	tries	to	convince	Juliet	that	her	sweet	and	loving	gaze	will	protect	him	from	all	dangers.Romeo	is	confident	that	their	love	will	win	against	all	odds.	Yet,	the	audience	is	aware	that	Juliet’s	fears	are	not	unfounded.	In	fact,
nothing	can	protect	the	young	lovers	from	their	doomed	romance.Example	#5:Alas	poor	Romeo!	he	is	already	dead;stabbed	with	a	white	wench’s	black	eye;shot	through	the	ear	with	a	love-song;	(II.	iv.	14-16)The	aforementioned	remarks	are	made	by	Mercutio	while	he	is	conversing	with	Benvolio.	The	conversation	revolves	around	Romeo’s	love-
stricken	state.	The	irony	resides	in	the	fact	that	whereas	both	Mercutio	and	Benvolio	assume	that	Romeo	is	craving	for	Rosaline,	the	audience	is	aware	that	reality	is	contrary	to	their	perception,	and	that	Juliet	is	the	newfound	center	of	Romeo’s	love	and	affection.Example	#6:Ah,	well-a-day!	he’s	dead,	he’s	dead,	he’s	dead!We	are	undone,	lady,	we	are
undone!Alack	the	day!	he’s	gone,	he’s	kill’d,	he’s	dead!	(III.	ii.	42-44)Juliet’s	nurse	delivers	the	aforementioned	disturbing	news	in	relation	to	Tybalt’s	death.	The	nurse	only	used	the	pronoun	“he”	to	describe	who	died.	Juliet	thought	that	the	nurse	was	referring	to	Romeo.	She	thought	that	he	has	been	killed.	This	has	made	her	become	engulfed	in
sadness.	As	opposed	to	Juliet,	the	audience	is	aware	that	Romeo	is	still	alive	which	exacerbates	the	dramatic	irony	underlying	the	situation.Example	#7:Where	I	have	learn’d	me	to	repent	the	sinOf	disobedient	oppositionTo	you	and	your	behests,	and	am	enjoin’dBy	holy	Laurence	to	fall	prostrate	here,And	beg	your	pardon…	(IV.ii.	18-22)Juliet	makes
the	above-mentioned	earnest	remarks	in	an	effort	to	give	her	father	the	impression	that	she	is	a	dutiful	daughter	who	harbors	no	intention	to	contest	her	parents’	wishes.	Although	Juliet’s	feigned	earnestness	convinces	her	father	that	she	has	happily	conceded	to	marry	Paris,	the	reality	is	that	she	is	only	pretending	to	be	an	obedient,	respectful
daughter.The	audience	is	aware	that	Juliet	has	already	made	a	prior	plan	with	the	Friar	to	drink	the	sleeping	potion	and	has	no	intention	of	marrying	Paris.	This	contrast	between	Capulet’s	naiveté	and	the	actual	truth	known	by	the	audience,	contributes	to	the	dramatic	irony	and	tension	of	the	scene.Example	#8:If	I	may	trust	the	flattering	truth	of
sleep,My	dreams	presage	some	joyful	news	at	hand.	(V.	i.	1-2)Uttered	by	Romeo,	the	aforementioned	verse	is	replete	with	manifold	layers	of	dramatic	irony.	The	first	instance	of	irony	resides	in	the	fact	that	although	Romeo	anticipates	joyful	news,	moments	later	Balthasar	ushers	in	and	delivers	the	news	of	Juliet’s	death.This	terrible	news	leads
Romeo	to	commit	suicide.	Romeo	does	not	know	the	ultimate	reason	why	Juliet	has	committed	suicide.	He	did	not	know	what	drove	Juliet	in	order	to	do	this	act.	Out	of	his	love,	he	decided	to	follow	and	commit	suicide	too.Example	#9:I	could	not	send	it,-	here	it	is	again,	–Nor	get	a	messenger	to	bring	it	thee,So	fearful	were	they	of	infection.	(V.	ii.	14-
16)Friar	John	made	these	remarks	in	response	to	Friar	Laurence’s	inquiry	about	the	letter	supposedly	dispatched	to	Romeo.		Romeo	is	supposed	to	be	informed	of	Juliet’s	plan	to	take	the	sleeping	potion	to	escape	her	marriage.	However,	the	above	revelation	by	Friar	John	highlights	that	plague	outbreak	made	him	unable	to	deliver	the	letter	to
Romeo.The	irony	is	inherent	in	the	fact	that	due	to	this	failure	to	deliver	the	letter,	Romeo	stays	unaware	of	the	fact	that	Juliet	is	alive	—	a	fact	that	would	have	otherwise	saved	his	life.Example	#10:Ah,	dear	Juliet,Why	art	thou	yet	so	fair?	shall	I	believeThat	unsubstantial	death	is	amorous,And	that	the	lean	abhorred	monster	keepsThee	here	in	dark	to
be	his	paramour?For	fear	of	that,	I	still	will	stay	with	thee;And	never	from	this	palace	of	dim	night…	(V.	iii.	101-107)Romeo	uttered	these	lines	when	he	saw	Juliet	lying	in	the	tomb.	The	dramatic	irony	implicit	in	the	aforementioned	verses	evokes	sympathy	in	the	audience.	Overwhelmed	by	his	love	for	Juliet,	Romeo	makes	a	pledge	to	join	his	beloved	in
the	dim	night	of	death.	The	fact	that	Juliet	appears	beautiful	and	utterly	untouched	by	death	highlights	the	dramatic	irony	underlying	this	tragic	scene,	since	Juliet	is	actually	sound	asleep	and	not	dead.	GCSEEnglish	LiteratureAQAEnglish	Lit:	AQA	GCSE	Romeo	&	Juliet5.1.3The	play	is	full	of	dramatic	irony	(where	the	audience	know	what	will	happen
but	the	characters	do	not).	The	prologue	tells	the	audience	straight	away	that	Romeo	and	Juliet	will	have	a	tragic	end	where	both	characters	commit	suicide.	The	characters	themselves	are	unaware,	which	adds	to	the	tragedy	of	the	story.	In	the	prologue,	we	are	told	about	'the	continuance	of	their	parents’	rage,	which,	but	their	children’s	end,	nought
could	remove'.	So	the	audience	is	very	aware	that	Romeo	and	Juliet	must	die	for	their	families’	feuding	(arguing)	to	be	over.	We	see	Romeo	and	Juliet	falling	in	love	and	thinking	about	their	future.	The	tragic	dramatic	irony	here	is	that	the	audience	knows	that	their	relationship	will	be	short-lived	and	nothing	in	their	future	will	come	to	fruition
(success).	The	audience	experiences	dramatic	irony	when	Lord	and	Lady	Capulet	betroth	(engage)	Juliet	to	Paris	and	become	angry	when	she	refuses.	The	audience	knows	that	this	is	because	Juliet	is	already	married	to	Romeo	and	does	not	want	to	commit	the	sin	of	bigamy	(marrying	someone	else	when	already	married).	The	audience	experiences
dramatic	irony	again	when	Juliet	finally	agrees	to	marry	Paris	and	her	parents	are	happy.	The	audience	knows	that	Juliet	has	no	intention	of	marrying	Paris	and	will,	instead,	go	straight	to	bed	and	fake	her	death	to	get	out	of	it.	The	most	tragic	dramatic	irony	takes	place	in	Act	5	when	Romeo	kills	himself	because	he	thinks	that	Juliet	is	dead.	The
audience	here	knows	the	plan	that	Juliet	and	Friar	Laurence	made,	and	knows	that	Juliet	is	just	asleep.	The	audience	watches	Romeo	look	at	his	'dead'	Juliet.	He	says	that	death	has	not	taken	her	beauty	and	that	her	lips	and	cheeks	are	still	pink	and	healthy-looking	('Death…	hath	had	no	power	yet	upon	thy	beauty:	thou	art	not	conquer’d;	beauty’s
ensign	yet	Is	crimson	in	thy	lips	and	in	thy	cheeks').	This	adds	to	the	dramatic	irony	because	Romeo	is	confirming	that	Juliet	is	actually	still	alive.	Romeo	then	kills	himself	because	he	cannot	bear	to	be	without	Juliet.	This	action	emphasises	his	love	for	Juliet,	but	it	is	also	ultimately	pointless.	It	fills	the	audience	with	agony	(pain)	because	she	is	just
sleeping.	When	a	character	is	alone	on	stage,	they	may	speak	in	soliloquies	(solo	speeches).	This	is	where	they	talk	about	their	thoughts	and	feelings	as	if	they	are	speaking	to	themselves.	Soliloquies	give	the	audience	a	greater	insight	(understanding)	into	the	mind	of	the	character.	When	Romeo	sees	Juliet	on	her	balcony	in	A2	S2,	he	speaks	in	a	long
soliloquy	to	himself	about	how	beautiful	and	special	Juliet	is:	From	'But,	soft!	what	light	through	yonder	window	breaks?	It	is	the	east,	and	Juliet	is	the	sun'	to	'When	he	bestrides	the	lazy-pacing	clouds	and	sails	upon	the	bosom	of	the	air'.	Shakespeare	uses	this	soliloquy	to	show	that	Juliet	does	not	know	that	Romeo	is	there.	It	reminds	us	that	Romeo	is
sneaking	around	in	the	Capulet	grounds,	which	we	know	is	a	very	dangerous	idea.	This	gives	us	some	idea	of	Romeo’s	feelings	for	Juliet	–	he	is	willing	to	risk	his	life	just	to	get	another	look	at	her.	Throughout	the	play,	Romeo	and	Juliet	use	soliloquies	to	show	the	depth	of	their	love	for	one	another	to	the	audience.	They	use	soliloquies	to	discuss	their
hopes	and	dreams	for	the	future	together.	They	use	them	to	express	how	much	they	love	one	another.	They	use	them	to	highlight	their	sadness	and	despair	when	things	start	to	go	wrong.	One	of	the	most	powerful	soliloquies	in	the	play	takes	place	in	Act	4	after	Juliet	has	told	her	father	she	will	marry	Paris.	The	audience	gets	a	valuable	and	interesting
insight	into	Juliet’s	mind.	This	soliloquy	shows	that	she	now	feels	all	alone	in	the	world.	Her	parents	have	decided	she	has	to	marry	Paris,	the	Nurse	has	agreed,	and	she	only	has	the	Friar	to	turn	to.	Although	they	have	made	a	plan	to	fake	her	death,	the	soliloquy	shows	how	worried	she	is	that	the	sleeping	potion	will	not	work	('My	dismal	scene	I
needs	must	act	alone.	Come,	vial.	What	if	this	mixture	do	not	work	at	all?').	The	rest	of	this	soliloquy	increases	the	tragedy	of	the	play	for	the	audience.	We	see	a	young	girl	who	is	completely	alone,	with	no	options	left	apart	from	faking	her	death.	In	the	soliloquy,	she	is	terrified	of	what	might	happen	if	the	potion	does	not	work,	as	well	as	what	might
happen	if	it	does	–	if	it	does	not	work,	will	she	be	forced	to	marry	Paris?	If	it	is	not	actually	a	sleeping	potion,	will	it	kill	her?	If	it	does	work,	will	Romeo	meet	her	on	time,	or	will	she	stay	locked	in	the	tomb?	This	soliloquy	is	one	of	the	few	times	in	the	play	where	we	see	a	completely	vulnerable	Juliet.	The	audience	may	feel	more	sympathy.	Unlimited
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Role	of	Dramatic	Irony	Conclusion	In	the	realm	of	tragic	love	stories,	few	can	rival	the	timeless	tale	of	Romeo	and	Juliet.	Written	by	the	renowned	playwright	William	Shakespeare,	this	play	has	captivated	audiences	for	centuries	with	its	themes	of	love,	fate,	and	the	destructive	power	of	feuding	families.	One	of	the	most	notable	aspects	of	Romeo	and
Juliet	is	the	use	of	dramatic	irony,	a	literary	device	that	creates	a	stark	contrast	between	what	the	characters	believe	to	be	true	and	what	the	audience	knows	to	be	true.	This	essay	will	explore	the	various	instances	of	dramatic	irony	in	Romeo	and	Juliet,	examining	their	significance	in	shaping	the	plot,	deepening	our	understanding	of	the	characters,
and	adding	a	layer	of	emotional	intensity	to	the	play.	Introduction	of	Tragic	Irony	From	the	very	beginning,	Shakespeare	introduces	us	to	the	tragic	irony	that	will	permeate	the	entire	play.	In	the	opening	prologue,	the	Chorus	reveals	the	fate	of	the	star-crossed	lovers,	declaring,	"A	pair	of	star-crossed	lovers	take	their	life"	(Prologue,	6).	This
foreshadows	the	tragic	outcome	of	Romeo	and	Juliet's	love	story,	setting	the	stage	for	the	dramatic	irony	that	will	unfold.	The	audience	is	privy	to	this	information,	creating	a	sense	of	anticipation	and	dread	as	we	watch	the	events	leading	up	to	their	untimely	deaths.	Dramatic	Irony	in	Act	3,	Scene	1	One	of	the	most	striking	examples	of	dramatic	irony
occurs	in	Act	3,	Scene	1,	when	Mercutio	is	killed	by	Tybalt.	As	Mercutio	lies	dying,	he	utters	the	famous	line,	"A	plague	o'	both	your	houses!"	(3.1.95).	This	statement	serves	as	a	curse,	a	condemnation	of	the	ongoing	feud	between	the	Capulets	and	the	Montagues.	However,	the	audience	knows	that	Romeo	is	also	to	blame	for	Mercutio's	death,	as	he
intervened	in	the	fight	between	Mercutio	and	Tybalt.	This	creates	a	sense	of	irony,	as	Mercutio's	curse	falls	not	only	on	the	feuding	families	but	also	on	Romeo	himself.	The	audience	is	left	to	witness	the	tragic	consequences	of	this	moment,	as	Romeo's	impulsive	actions	ultimately	lead	to	his	own	downfall.	Dramatic	Irony	in	Act	5,	Scene	3	Another
instance	of	dramatic	irony	can	be	found	in	Act	5,	Scene	3,	the	final	scene	of	the	play.	As	Romeo	stands	by	Juliet's	lifeless	body,	he	delivers	a	heartfelt	soliloquy,	proclaiming	his	undying	love	for	her.	Unbeknownst	to	him,	Juliet	is	not	dead	but	in	a	deep	sleep	induced	by	Friar	Lawrence's	potion.	The	audience	is	aware	of	this,	creating	a	sense	of	heart-
wrenching	irony	as	we	watch	Romeo	take	his	own	life	out	of	grief.	This	tragic	irony	amplifies	the	emotional	impact	of	the	scene,	highlighting	the	devastating	consequences	of	misunderstandings	and	miscommunication.	Dramatic	Irony	in	Act	2,	Scene	2	Throughout	Romeo	and	Juliet,	Shakespeare	employs	dramatic	irony	to	heighten	the	tension	and	add
depth	to	the	characters.	One	such	instance	can	be	seen	in	Act	2,	Scene	2,	commonly	known	as	the	balcony	scene.	As	Romeo	professes	his	love	for	Juliet,	she	is	unaware	of	his	presence,	believing	herself	to	be	alone.	This	creates	a	sense	of	intimacy	and	vulnerability,	as	the	audience	is	privy	to	Romeo's	heartfelt	declarations	while	Juliet	remains
oblivious.	The	use	of	dramatic	irony	in	this	scene	serves	to	deepen	our	understanding	of	their	forbidden	love,	emphasizing	the	secrecy	and	urgency	of	their	relationship.	The	Role	of	Dramatic	Irony	In	addition	to	shaping	the	plot	and	deepening	our	understanding	of	the	characters,	dramatic	irony	also	serves	to	engage	the	audience	on	an	emotional
level.	By	revealing	information	that	the	characters	are	unaware	of,	Shakespeare	creates	a	sense	of	anticipation	and	suspense.	We	become	emotionally	invested	in	the	story,	rooting	for	Romeo	and	Juliet	despite	knowing	the	tragic	outcome.	This	emotional	engagement	is	heightened	by	the	lyrical	and	poetic	language	used	throughout	the	play,	as
Shakespeare	masterfully	combines	analytical	rigor	with	evocative	imagery.	Keep	in	mind:	This	is	only	a	sample.	Get	a	custom	paper	now	from	our	expert	writers.	Conclusion	In	conclusion,	the	use	of	dramatic	irony	in	Romeo	and	Juliet	is	a	testament	to	Shakespeare's	mastery	of	storytelling.	Through	this	literary	device,	he	weaves	a	tragic	tale	of	love
and	fate,	captivating	audiences	with	its	timeless	themes	and	complex	characters.	The	instances	of	dramatic	irony	in	the	play	serve	to	shape	the	plot,	deepen	our	understanding	of	the	characters,	and	engage	us	on	an	emotional	level.	By	maintaining	a	careful	balance	between	formal	academic	standards	and	accessible	language,	Shakespeare	invites	a
broad	audience	to	experience	the	power	and	beauty	of	his	work.	Romeo	and	Juliet	stands	as	a	testament	to	the	enduring	impact	of	dramatic	irony	and	its	ability	to	transcend	time	and	captivate	audiences	across	generations.	close	close	close	close								what	is	the	line	number	and	scene?	Asked	by	kierstin	j	#245577	on	4/23/2012	10:32	PM	Last	updated
by	jill	d	#170087	on	4/23/2012	10:56	PM	Add	Yours	Answered	by	Aslan	on	4/23/2012	10:36	PM	Juliet	is	calling	for	Romeo	from	the	balcony	and	he's	actually	right	under	it!	Answered	by	Aslan	on	4/23/2012	10:37	PM	Act	2	Scene	1.	It	happens	right	away	so	just	take	a	look.	Answered	by	Aslan	on	4/23/2012	10:43	PM	Okay,	I	looked	it	up	in	my
ginormous	Shakespeeare	book	from	university.	Lines	can	very	a	little	depending	what	you	have	but	mine	is	Act	2	scene	1	line	35.	Answered	by	jill	d	#170087	on	4/23/2012	10:52	PM	In	Act	2	scene	4,	Benvolio	and	Mercutio	are	talking	to	Romeo.	While	they	speak,	Juliet's	nurse	arrives	to	the	sniggering	Benvolio	and	Mercutio	(they	disrespectfully	make
fun	of	her	size).	Unfortunately,	no	one	knows	that	she	is	Juliet's	Nurse,	or	that	she	is	actually	there	to	talk	to	Romeo	about	him	and	Juliet.	Answered	by	jill	d	#170087	on	4/23/2012	10:56	PM	This	comes	from	Lines	51-65	Dramatic	Irony:	A	dramatic	action/situation	where	the	audience	knows	the	outcome	of	but	the	characters	does	not.	Thesis:	In
William	Shakespeare’s	Romeo	and	Juliet,	Shakespeare	uses	Dramatic	Irony	to	enhance	suspense	within	the	audience	to	create	anticipation	while	using	irony	to	add	a	certain	mood.	3C’s	Function:	In	Act	II,	Scene	II,	Juliet	is	on	her	balcony	expressing	her	feelings	and	the	things	she	wishes,	“O	Romeo,	Romeo!	wherefore	art	thou	Romeo?	Deny	thy	father
and	refuse	thy	name!	Or,	if	thou	wilt	not,	be	but	sworn	my	love,	And	I'll	no	longer	be	a	Capulet.”	(A	1,S	II,	L	33-36)	while	she	is	addressing	Romeo,	Romeo	is	there	hiding	hearing	every	word	but	Juliet	is	unaware	and	does	not	know	he	is	there	but	the	audience	is	very	aware	of	it.	Shakespeare	uses	dramatic	irony	while	is	Juliet	speaking	to	Romeo	not
thinking	he	is	there	but	in	reality	he	is	there	and	only	the	audience	is	informed	of	that	he	is	hiding	hearing	every	word.	The	dramatic	irony	used	by	…show	more	content…	Thesis:	In	William	Shakespeare's	Romeo	and	Juliet,	uses	comic	relief	to	lighten	up	the	mood	after	the	dramatic	encounter	between	Romeo	and	Juliet	which	we	know	is	the	beginning
of	their	demise.	3C’s	Function:	In	Act	II	Scene	I,	after	the	introducing	of	Romeo	and	Juliet,	Mercutio	and	Benvolio	search	out	for	Romeo	due	to	him	nowhere	to	be	found,	they	are	unaware	that	Romeo	has	found	a	new	love	and	are	teasing	him	by	describing	Rosaline	as	a	joke	in	hopes	he	were	to	come	out.	Mercutio	says	“I	conjure	thee	by	Rosaline's
bright	eyes,	By	her	high	forehead	and	her	scarlet	lip,	By	her	fine	foot,	straight	leg,	and	quivering	thigh,	And	the	demesnes	that	there	adjacent	lie.”	(A	2,	S	1,	L	17-21).	Shakespeare	uses	comic	relief	to	relieve	the	audience	from	knowing	that	Romeo	and	Juliet	will	kill	each	other.	Shakespeare	using	comic	relief	gives	the	audience	a	good	break	away
from	knowing	that	their	will	be	a	sad	Dramatic	Irony	is	a	literary	device	commonly	used	by	playwrights	in	their	plays.	It	occurs	when	the	audience	understands	the	implication	and	significance	of	a	specific	situation	on	stage,	whereas	the	characters	are	unaware	of	the	gravity	of	the	meanings	underlying	that	situation.Characterized	as	one	of	the
hallmarks	of	Shakespearean	tragedies,	dramatic	irony	is	used	to	build	and	sustain	audience’s	interest	thereby	keeping	them	actively	engaged	in	the	play.	Some	of	its	examples	in	“Romeo	and	Juliet”	are	given	below	with	analysis.Dramatic	Irony	in	Romeo	and	JulietExample	#1:pair	of	star-cross’d	lovers	take	their	life…	(Prologue	6)The	aforementioned
verse,	taken	from	the	prologue,	highlights	the	first	instance	of	dramatic	irony	in	the	play.	In	this	line,	the	chorus	asserts	that	the	play	about	is	going	to	revolve	around	two	lovers	who	commit	suicide.The	irony	resides	in	the	fact	that	this	tragic	end	is	revealed	to	the	audience	but	not	to	the	characters	involved	in	it.	Thus,	from	the	outset,	the	audience
becomes	aware	that	Romeo	and	Juliet’s	love	is	destined	to	fail	whereas	the	main	characters	remain	oblivious	to	this	fact.Example	#2:Whose	misadventur’d	piteous	overthrowsDoth,	with	their	death,	bury	their	parents’	strife.	(Prologue	7-8)The	above	revelation	is	made	by	the	chorus	in	the	prologue	of	the	play.	Referring	to	the	deaths	of	the	two
passionate	lovers,	the	chorus	emphasizes	that	the	legacy	of	rivalry	between	the	Capulets	and	Montagues	will	only	end	after	the	tragic	deaths	of	their	children,	Romeo	and	Juliet.The	irony	is	inherent	in	the	fact	that	the	unfortunate	deaths	of	two	lovers	will	bring	about	a	peaceful	resolution	to	an	otherwise	long-standing	conflict	between	their	families.
The	irony	is	further	intensified	by	the	fact	that	while	the	audience	is	aware	of	it,	the	two	rival	families	remain	obstinately	unaware	of	the	consequences	of	their	animosity.Example	#3:This	holy	shrine,	the	gentle	fine	is	this:My	lips,	two	blushing	pilgrims,	ready	standTo	smooth	that	rough	touch	with	a	tender	kiss.	(I.v.	105-107)These	heartfelt	lines	are
uttered	by	a	love-struck	Romeo	who	regards	himself	as	an	ardent	pilgrim	and	Juliet	as	his	scared	shrine.	As	a	self-professed	and	devoted	pilgrim,	Romeo	pleads	that	he	be	allowed	to	kiss	his	holy	shrine.	The	ironic	fact	about	the	entire	wooing	incident	is	that	at	this	stage	Romeo	is	not	aware	that	Juliet	is	the	daughter	of	the	Capulets,	his	family’s
archrivals.	Thus,	he	unknowingly	falls	in	love	with	his	nemesis.Example	#4:Alack,	there	lies	more	peril	in	thine	eyeThan	twenty	of	their	swords!	Look	thou	but	sweet,And	I	am	proof	against	their	enmity.	(II.	ii.	76-78)These	lines	are	uttered	by	Romeo	to	Juliet	in	the	renowned	balcony	scene.	In	these	particular	verses,	Romeo	is	trying	to	reassure	Juliet
that	she	needs	not	worry	about	her	family	issuing	threats	to	him.	Moreover,	Romeo	tries	to	convince	Juliet	that	her	sweet	and	loving	gaze	will	protect	him	from	all	dangers.Romeo	is	confident	that	their	love	will	win	against	all	odds.	Yet,	the	audience	is	aware	that	Juliet’s	fears	are	not	unfounded.	In	fact,	nothing	can	protect	the	young	lovers	from	their
doomed	romance.Example	#5:Alas	poor	Romeo!	he	is	already	dead;stabbed	with	a	white	wench’s	black	eye;shot	through	the	ear	with	a	love-song;	(II.	iv.	14-16)The	aforementioned	remarks	are	made	by	Mercutio	while	he	is	conversing	with	Benvolio.	The	conversation	revolves	around	Romeo’s	love-stricken	state.	The	irony	resides	in	the	fact	that
whereas	both	Mercutio	and	Benvolio	assume	that	Romeo	is	craving	for	Rosaline,	the	audience	is	aware	that	reality	is	contrary	to	their	perception,	and	that	Juliet	is	the	newfound	center	of	Romeo’s	love	and	affection.Example	#6:Ah,	well-a-day!	he’s	dead,	he’s	dead,	he’s	dead!We	are	undone,	lady,	we	are	undone!Alack	the	day!	he’s	gone,	he’s	kill’d,
he’s	dead!	(III.	ii.	42-44)Juliet’s	nurse	delivers	the	aforementioned	disturbing	news	in	relation	to	Tybalt’s	death.	The	nurse	only	used	the	pronoun	“he”	to	describe	who	died.	Juliet	thought	that	the	nurse	was	referring	to	Romeo.	She	thought	that	he	has	been	killed.	This	has	made	her	become	engulfed	in	sadness.	As	opposed	to	Juliet,	the	audience	is
aware	that	Romeo	is	still	alive	which	exacerbates	the	dramatic	irony	underlying	the	situation.Example	#7:Where	I	have	learn’d	me	to	repent	the	sinOf	disobedient	oppositionTo	you	and	your	behests,	and	am	enjoin’dBy	holy	Laurence	to	fall	prostrate	here,And	beg	your	pardon…	(IV.ii.	18-22)Juliet	makes	the	above-mentioned	earnest	remarks	in	an
effort	to	give	her	father	the	impression	that	she	is	a	dutiful	daughter	who	harbors	no	intention	to	contest	her	parents’	wishes.	Although	Juliet’s	feigned	earnestness	convinces	her	father	that	she	has	happily	conceded	to	marry	Paris,	the	reality	is	that	she	is	only	pretending	to	be	an	obedient,	respectful	daughter.The	audience	is	aware	that	Juliet	has
already	made	a	prior	plan	with	the	Friar	to	drink	the	sleeping	potion	and	has	no	intention	of	marrying	Paris.	This	contrast	between	Capulet’s	naiveté	and	the	actual	truth	known	by	the	audience,	contributes	to	the	dramatic	irony	and	tension	of	the	scene.Example	#8:If	I	may	trust	the	flattering	truth	of	sleep,My	dreams	presage	some	joyful	news	at
hand.	(V.	i.	1-2)Uttered	by	Romeo,	the	aforementioned	verse	is	replete	with	manifold	layers	of	dramatic	irony.	The	first	instance	of	irony	resides	in	the	fact	that	although	Romeo	anticipates	joyful	news,	moments	later	Balthasar	ushers	in	and	delivers	the	news	of	Juliet’s	death.This	terrible	news	leads	Romeo	to	commit	suicide.	Romeo	does	not	know	the
ultimate	reason	why	Juliet	has	committed	suicide.	He	did	not	know	what	drove	Juliet	in	order	to	do	this	act.	Out	of	his	love,	he	decided	to	follow	and	commit	suicide	too.Example	#9:I	could	not	send	it,-	here	it	is	again,	–Nor	get	a	messenger	to	bring	it	thee,So	fearful	were	they	of	infection.	(V.	ii.	14-16)Friar	John	made	these	remarks	in	response	to	Friar
Laurence’s	inquiry	about	the	letter	supposedly	dispatched	to	Romeo.		Romeo	is	supposed	to	be	informed	of	Juliet’s	plan	to	take	the	sleeping	potion	to	escape	her	marriage.	However,	the	above	revelation	by	Friar	John	highlights	that	plague	outbreak	made	him	unable	to	deliver	the	letter	to	Romeo.The	irony	is	inherent	in	the	fact	that	due	to	this	failure
to	deliver	the	letter,	Romeo	stays	unaware	of	the	fact	that	Juliet	is	alive	—	a	fact	that	would	have	otherwise	saved	his	life.Example	#10:Ah,	dear	Juliet,Why	art	thou	yet	so	fair?	shall	I	believeThat	unsubstantial	death	is	amorous,And	that	the	lean	abhorred	monster	keepsThee	here	in	dark	to	be	his	paramour?For	fear	of	that,	I	still	will	stay	with	thee;And
never	from	this	palace	of	dim	night…	(V.	iii.	101-107)Romeo	uttered	these	lines	when	he	saw	Juliet	lying	in	the	tomb.	The	dramatic	irony	implicit	in	the	aforementioned	verses	evokes	sympathy	in	the	audience.	Overwhelmed	by	his	love	for	Juliet,	Romeo	makes	a	pledge	to	join	his	beloved	in	the	dim	night	of	death.	The	fact	that	Juliet	appears	beautiful
and	utterly	untouched	by	death	highlights	the	dramatic	irony	underlying	this	tragic	scene,	since	Juliet	is	actually	sound	asleep	and	not	dead.




