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When applying for a Schengen visa at an embassy, consulate, or visa application center, the fee must be paid upon submission. Failure to pay will result in the rejection of your visa application.The costs for a Schengen visa are as follows:Visa CategoryVisa Fee in EURAdult90.00Children between 6-12 years of age45.00Children younger than six years
of ageFreeNationals from Armenia, Azerbaijan and Belarus35.00Nationals from Cabo Verde67.50Even though the fees are static and unchangeable until the Schengen members decide otherwise, some categories are exempt from paying this amount.Apart from children under six years of age, the following groups of applicants are also exempt from
the visa fee:Additionally, visa fees may be waived for individuals aged 25 or younger who are attending seminars, conferences, or events organized by non-profit organizations. This decision will be assessed on a case-by-case basis, depending on the nature of the event.To qualify for a fee exemption, you must provide relevant supporting
documents.For example:Family members of EU/EEA nationals need to submit proof of relationship, andResearchers should provide an invitation or confirmation of their scientific project.Payment MethodsVisa fee payments can usually be made via:CashDebit or credit cardCheck or bank orderThe specific payment methods available may vary
depending on the embassy or consulate processing your application. You will receive instructions on how to pay when you schedule your visa appointment. Unfortunately, no. Whether your Schengen visa is approved or not, the visa fee is non-refundable. Additionally, any extra service fees charged by visa application agencies are also non-
refundable.You pay the visa fee in the local currency of the country you are applying from. E.qg., if you are applying in the United States, you will pay the fee in US Dollar at the applicable currency exchange rate.No, all Schengen visas (single-entry or multiple-entry) cost the same. The Schengen embassy or consulate decides the duration of your visa,
so even if you receive a 7-day visa and a fellow applicant receives a 90-day visa, you both pay the same fee.Yes, the fee for a short-stay Schengen visa is the same for all 29 member countries of the Schengen Area. Regardless of your chosen destination, be it Germany, Spain, or France, or any of the other 24 Schengen States, the cost remains
uniform.Some EU embassies and consulates allow online payments for visa fees, while others require payment in person during your appointment. Check with the specific embassy or consulate handling your application for the available payment options.Schengen visa fees are generally fixed per applicant, and no discounts are offered for group
applications. However, some categories, such as school trips or events organized by non-profit organizations, may be eligible for fee waivers.No, if you are reapplying for a Schengen visa, you will need to pay the visa fee again. The fee paid for a previous application is not transferable to a new application.There is no official expedited processing fee
for Schengen visas. However, using third-party services, such as visa agencies, may result in additional charges for faster appointment scheduling.Yes, the fee for long-term visas (d-type), such as work or student visas, is typically different from short-stay visas. Check with the embassy or consulate for the specific fees applicable to long-term visas.No,
if you have a valid multiple-entry Schengen visa, you do not need to pay the fee again for each entry during the validity period of the visa.In some cases, applicants may be eligible for a fee waiver. Check whether you qualify for an exemption based on your status (e.g., student, researcher, family member of an EU/EEA national) or participation in
certain non-profit events.Did you find this page helpful? Yes No 2025 SchengenVisas.com. All rights reserved. SchengenVisas.com is owned and operated by YOYO TRAVELS, a licensed travel and tourism agency based in Dubai, UAE. The website is a one-stop-shop for all your Schengen visa queries and needs. We provide Schengen visa application
services, and our website presents a repository and knowledge base of all the information you need to complete your Schengen visa application. Contact us if you need assistance or have any queries regarding your Schengen visa application, and well gladly help you out. Start chat (content by Z.B.)IntroductionThis is one detail that might sound
minor, but it actually works as a pivot in the final approval of your UK visa. A non-conforming photo leads to delay, or worse still, rejection of your UK visa application. As such, applicants must meet requirements set by the UK government to ensure trouble-free visa processing.In this guide, we will tell you all you need to know about UK visa photo
requirements, frequent pitfalls to steer clear of, and professional advice for taking the ideal visa photograph. Whether you are applying for a tourist, work, or student visa, this full guide will ensure that your application is correct the very first time.Table of ContentsUK Visa Photo Requirements: OverviewAccepted Photo Specifications for UK VisaDos
and Donts for a Perfect SubmissionHow to Take a UK Visa Photo at HomeCommon Reasons for UK Visa Photo RejectionsWhere to Get a UK Visa Photo Taken?FAQsConclusionUK Visa Photo Specifications: GuideBefore sending in your UK visa application, check that your photograph is as specified below:Need to be taken recently (in the past 6
months)Printed on high-quality, color paperPlain light background (preferably white or cream)No shadow or red-eye effect35mm in width x 45mm in height (UK visa photo size specification)Neutral face with open eyesHead should be in the middle and facing the camera directlyFor further specifications, refer to the official UK visa photo guidelines on
One Vascos UK Visa Photo Requirements Guide.Approved Specifications of Photos for UK VisaThe UK Home Office has strict guidelines for biometric photos that are to be followed by the applicants. Your photo must be 35mm in width by 45mm in height on a plain white or cream background.You must also have a neutral expression, eyes open, and
straight at the camera. Glasses are not recommended because they might create glare or reflection, and head coverings only for religious reasons. The photo must be high-resolution with no digital touch-up, and all facial details must be in full view. Always ensure that the lighting is even, without shadows on the face or in the background, to meet UK
visa photo specifications.Dos and Donts for a Perfect SubmissionDos Have the photo captured in the past 6 months. Have a good quality camera or go to a professional photo studio. Have your face facially clear, with no hair obstructing your eyes. Dress in normal clothes (no uniforms, apart from religious attire). Have a neutral face with your mouth
shut. Have even lighting, with no reflection or shadows.Donts Dont wear sunglasses or colored glasses. Dont smile, frown, or overdo your facial expressions. Dont digitally edit or enhance your photo. Dont wear hats or head covers unless for religious reasons. Dont wear strong-patterned or reflective clothing.Taking a UK Visa Photo at HomelIf you
want to take your own visa photo, do the following:Use a decent camera A smartphone or digital camera with good resolution is best.Have a light-colored background A white wall or sheet of paper is ideal.Use good lighting Soft artificial light or natural light.Frame correctly Make sure that your full head and shoulders are framed.Keep a neutral
expression No tilting of heads, raised eyebrows, or smiles.Edit lightly for minor corrections only Avoid heavy editing or filters.Common Causes of UK Visa Photo RefusalsYour visa application will be denied if your photograph doesnt conform to UKVI specifications. Avoid making the following standard mistakes:Incorrect size 35mm x 45mm is the photo
size.Poor-quality images Blurry, grainy, or pixelated images will be refused.Incorrect background Patterned or dark backgrounds are not accepted.Shadows on the face Inconsistent lighting can lead to shadows.Glass reflections Lenses must not reflect light.Facial expression Smiling, frowning, or head tilting is not allowed.Where to Get a UK Visa
Photo Taken?If you do not feel comfortable taking your own visa photo, try the following alternatives:Professional photo studios Certain passport photo shops offer UK visa-standard photos.Online photo services Websites enable you to upload a picture and have it edited to UKVI standards.Photobooths Some photobooths are capable of producing visa-
approved photographs.To make your visa application process easy, look for professional visa services at One Vasco.Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) Is it allowed to have makeup on during my UK visa photo?Yes, provided that it is subtle and does not change the structure of your face. May I take a digital photo to apply for my UK visa?Yes, but it
must be in compliance with official biometric standards. What do I wear in my UK visa photo?Wear normal clothing. Do not wear uniforms except religious attire. Can I wear glasses in my visa photo?It is best to remove glasses to avoid glare or reflections. What if my visa photo is rejected?You will need to re-submit a photo that is in accordance with
the UKVI guidelines, and this can delay your application. How recent should my UK visa photograph be?Your photograph must have been taken in the last 6 months.ConclusionA flawless UK visa photo is crucial for a hassle-free visa application process. By using the right guidelines, steering clear of common errors, and making high-quality
submissions, you can avoid unnecessary rejections and delays. Regardless of whether you take the picture yourself or seek professional assistance, using the UK visa photo requirements will enhance your visa approval chances.For a full UK visa photo guide, check out One Vascos UK Visa Photo Guide.By adhering to the above guidelines, you can
confidently provide a visa photo that complies with all UKVI standards and continue with your application without any problems! If you wish to apply for a Schengen visa to visit any of the countries within the Schengen area, you must provide photographs as part of your application. If you fail to do this, your application may be rejected.Depending on
the consulate you are applying to, you will be asked to provide either 1 or 2 photos, but its recommended to have 2 just to be on the safe side.Requirements and specifications for Schengen visa photographsWhether you are applying for a Schengen (short-stay) visa or a National (long-stay) visa you will have to provide photographs that meet specific
requirements.Source: www.germany.infoFormat and photo sizeYour photographs cannot be older than 6 months. If they are you need to get new ones taken. If you have your photos taken in a booth they are usually the correct size, but if you use a photo-printing service you must ensure they are the correct specifications. Your photos should be
passport-sized which is 35 mm x 45 mm (3.5 cm x 4.5 cm or 1.37 in x 1.77 in). Your photographs should also be in color black and white photographs are unacceptable. These photographs from the consulate of the Netherlands show a perfectly acceptable color photograph.The passport photo must be: Size: 35 by 45 mm (width x height). Width: from
ear to ear, between 16 mm and 20 mm. Height: from age 11: from chin to crown, between 26 and 30 mm. up to age 11: from chin to crown, between 19 and 30 mm.Source: www.government.nlThere must be a close up of your head and top of your shoulders. This means that your head will take up 70% to 80% of the shot. This is to allow for your facial
characteristics to be shown clearly. Look at the 4 photographs from the consulate of Germany to get a better idea of what this means.Source: www.germany.infoPosition of head and facial expressionYou must be looking straightforward with your eyes open and mouth closed. Photographs for visas are different from your portrait photos and they must
be able to identify you for entry to another country. Dont turn your head to either side and dont look away when the photo is taken. Also, if you have long hair, dont allow it to cover your face in any way. In addition, you should refrain from smiling as this changes the shape of your face. These photos from the Dutch consulate give an idea of the how
your head should be positioned and the correct, and incorrect, facial expressions.Source: www.government.nlQuality of the photographThe quality of your photographs should be excellent. They should be clear and in sharp focus blurry photos are not suitable. In addition, there should be no marks, such as ink, and the photograph should not be
creased. They should also be the correct brightness and contrast not too pale and not too dark. Check out these photographs from the Embassy of Frances website which gives you an idea of whats acceptable and what is not.Source: www.diplomatie.gouv.frBackgroundHaving the correct background for your photograph is equally important. The
background should be plain and of a light color white, blue or grey is usually acceptable. There should not be any patterns or shadows in the background. In addition, dont wear clothes that match the background of your photo so as to be camouflaged against it. The idea is for the background to provide contrast to your hair and face in order for you to
be recognizable to the consulate when you submit your visa application. These examples from the German consulate shows the perfect background.Source: www.germany.infoWearing glassesIf you wear glasses you dont have to take them off to have your photo taken, but you must ensure that the frames dont cover any part of your eyes. Your eyes
should be completely visible. You should not wear tinted glasses or sunglasses and there should be no reflection from the flash when the photo is taken. The French consulate has ideal illustrations for you if you wear glasses.Source: www.diplomatie.gouv.frWearing hats or other head coverslt is not permissible to wear any hats of any kind when you
have your photo taken. Headcovers are allowed if they are required for your religion, but you must ensure your face is clearly visible from the chin to the forehead. You cannot wear any head covering that creates shadows on your face or where your face is not shown. Have a look at the examples provided by the Consulate General of Germany.Source:
www.germany.infoChildren, babies, and infantsIf you are applying for a Schengen visa for your child, you must also provide photographs which meet certain requirements. The face should be 50%-80% of the photograph. Unless your child is under 5 years of age, their head should be fully facing the camera and have a neutral expression which means
no smiling. In addition, there should be no one else in the photo and your child should not hold any objects, like toys, nor should they wear any type of hat. Have a look at the photographs from the German, French, and Dutch consulates to get an idea.Source: www.germany.infoSource: www.diplomatie.gouv.frSource: www.government.nlAdditional
requirementsPhotographs must be glued and not stapled to the application form. If you have to provide 2 photos, one should be glued and the other kept loose for the visa official.You can only provide original photographs. Photocopies are unacceptableExamples of Schengen visa photo size, requirements, and specificationsThe 26 member states of the
Schengen zone includes:Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, SwitzerlandThey all have the same requirements and specifications when it
comes to the photographs required for your Schengen visa application. Whichever consulate you are applying to for your Schengen visa, you will find specific photo requirements on each of their websites, so its recommended that you take the time to look at what they are.For example, the German consulate in Atlanta has visa photo samples and
examples on their website:The consulate of the Netherlands in the US has a file that has sample photos which you can download from their website:Conclusionlt is vitally important that you include photographs with the rest of your Schengen visa application. They must adhere to the above photo requirements and specifications. If they dont, it will
mean that your application could be denied and this could delay things for you.So, its advisable to take suitable photographs before you begin the application process. This will save you time when you get down to applying.At Visa Reservation, we strive to simplify the visa process by providing free visa consultations, cover letter templates and no
objection letter templates for our clients from US, UK, Canada, Philippines, India, China, UAE, Europe, Nigeria and globally. We also offer flight itinerary for visa, travel medical insurance, hotel reservations for visa and much more. To learn more about how we can help you with our visa services, please feel free to contact us today. If you plan on
renting a place (apartment, house, etc.) when youre in Schengen, you have to submit the rental agreement or contract as proof of accommodation. The rental agreement you submit must contain:The name and surname of the landlord (the person renting you the place).The landlords contact information (email, phone number, home address, etc.).Your
personal information and contact details (email, phone number, etc.).The address of the place you are renting.The lease dates. The date you will rent the place and when you will leave the place.You must rent the place legally, meaning that the property must be registered with or declared to the local authorities. Also, both you and the landlord must
sign the rental agreement or lease.Image Quality and Background RecommendationsEnsure that your photo meets the criteria:Clear and Sharp Focus. The photo should be free of blurriness, noise or pixelation.Appropriate Background Selection. Opt for a neutral background without any shadows.Instructions for Taking Your Schengen Visa
PhotoCapturing Your Photo.Prepare by choosing a lit area with a backdrop.1. When snapping a photo make sure there are no shadows present wear attire and stand up straight. Use a tripod. Have someone take the picture from a distance of 5 to 7 feet.After capturing the image upload it to PhotoGov Al for any adjustments and enhancements.Once
the editing is complete download your visa photo, for use.When applying for a Schengen Visa to travel within the Schengen Area, submitting photos that meet the required specifications is an essential part of the application process.Regardless of the Schengen visa type, you are required to provide two compliant photos along with your other
documents, following the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) standards.These photos must adhere to strict requirements to ensure your Schengen visa application is accepted.Schengen Visa Photo RequirementsTo ensure your Schengen visa application is accepted, your photos must meet these specific requirements:Number of Photos:
Submit two identical, recent photos (taken within the last six months).Photo size: Each photo must measure 35mm x 45mm (1.38 x 1.77 inches).Color: Only color photos are acceptedblack and white photos are not allowed.Head Position: Your head should cover 70-80% of the photo.Background: Use a light, plain background, ideally light grey, with no
patterns.Pose: Face the camera directly with a neutral expressionno smiles and keep your mouth closed.Clothing: Avoid wearing uniforms or clothes that match the background.The photo requirements are standardized across all Schengen countries to ensure that your visa application can be processed efficiently and without
delays.MyBiometricPhotos.com allows you to take and download your digital Schengen visa-compliant photos using your smartphone in just 3 minutes.Following in this article, you can find all of the Schengen visa photograph sizes and other requirements and specifications elaborated in a clear and understandable way.The official Schengen visa photo
size is 3.5 x 4.5cm (1.38 x 1.77 inches). This size is standard for all Schengen countries and must be adhered to for the visa application to be processed.Heres what you need to know about the size:The photo must measure exactly 35mm in width and 45mm in height.The face should occupy between 70-80% of the photo, with a height of 32-36mm from
the chin to the top of the head.The head should be centered and both sides of the face must be clearly visible.Minimum allowable sizeMaximum allowable sizeFailure to meet these size requirements could lead to the rejection of your visa application. It is recommended to double-check the dimensions before submission.The applicants face must be
clearly visible, sharply focused, and have strong contrast. Avoid submitting photos that are blurry, too bright, or have poor contrast.BrightnessThe accepted brightness in the photo is when it is uniformly spread all over the face. It is crucial completely avoid reflections, shadows, and red eyes.BackgroundMake sure the background of the photo is
plain, with no colours, patterns, or shadows. The ideal background is a light, neutral grey, which helps the face and hair stand out with the proper contrast. QualityBe aware that the photo must be printed on high-quality paper, and a printing resolution of at least 600 dpi, as the only accepted form. The skin tone of the applicant must be natural, while
the entire photo must be neutral, avoiding creases and layers. Facial Expression and Head PositionAvoid keeping your head neither turned nor at an angle or opening your mouth. The only accepted form to pose is by keeping a neutral look with eyes focused directly on the camera with a mouth closed. Eyes and Line of SightWhen you pose for the
photo, ignoring to focus your eyes on the camera or closing them or putting your hair across your eyes is intolerable, as the accepted way of posing is by entirely looking straight into the camera, with fully open eyes and not covered by hair or else.GlassesWhen you pose, avoid putting on sunglasses, dark optical glasses, and optical glasses that have
frames covering your eyes, and, similarly, avoid flash reflection. The only accepted photo with optical glasses on is when the applicants eyes are fully visible and not covered by the glasses frame. HeadwearAvoid posing with a hat, headwear that covers your face, or having your face shadowed by headwear, as none of them is allowable. The only
exception is for religious headwear, and even then, the face must be clearly visible from the lower tip of the chin to the forehead.Source and Photo Credits:msz.gov.pl Your photo should be recent, taken within the last six months to accurately represent your current appearance.Yes, the visa photograph requirements and specifications are the same for
every member of the Schengen Area: Austria, Bulgaria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Croatia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. No, only colour photos
are allowed. Ensure your photos are in full colour to meet the Schengen visa requirements. You can wear your glasses, but they must not obscure your eyes, and there should be no reflections. Sunglasses or heavily tinted lenses are not allowed. Use a plain, light-coloured background, preferably light grey. Avoid any patterns or shadows that could
interfere with the clarity of your image. No, you should maintain a neutral expression with a closed mouth.In addition to passport photos, you must also submit the following documents:For more detailed information, read the following articles:Did you find this page helpful? Yes NoWhen applying for a Schengen Visa to travel within the Schengen
Area, submitting photos that meet the required specifications is an essential part of the application process.Regardless of the Schengen visa type, you are required to provide two compliant photos along with your other documents, following the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) standards.These photos must adhere to strict
requirements to ensure your Schengen visa application is accepted.Schengen Visa Photo RequirementsTo ensure your Schengen visa application is accepted, your photos must meet these specific requirements:Number of Photos: Submit two identical, recent photos (taken within the last six months).Photo size: Each photo must measure 35mm x
45mm (1.38 x 1.77 inches).Color: Only color photos are acceptedblack and white photos are not allowed.Head Position: Your head should cover 70-80% of the photo.Background: Use a light, plain background, ideally light grey, with no patterns.Pose: Face the camera directly with a neutral expressionno smiles and keep your mouth closed.Clothing:
Avoid wearing uniforms or clothes that match the background.The photo requirements are standardized across all Schengen countries to ensure that your visa application can be processed efficiently and without delays.MyBiometricPhotos.com allows you to take and download your digital Schengen visa-compliant photos using your smartphone in just
3 minutes.Following in this article, you can find all of the Schengen visa photograph sizes and other requirements and specifications elaborated in a clear and understandable way.The official Schengen visa photo size is 3.5 x 4.5cm (1.38 x 1.77 inches). This size is standard for all Schengen countries and must be adhered to for the visa application to
be processed.Heres what you need to know about the size:The photo must measure exactly 35mm in width and 45mm in height.The face should occupy between 70-80% of the photo, with a height of 32-36mm from the chin to the top of the head.The head should be centered and both sides of the face must be clearly visible.Minimum allowable
sizeMaximum allowable sizeFailure to meet these size requirements could lead to the rejection of your visa application. It is recommended to double-check the dimensions before submission.The applicants face must be clearly visible, sharply focused, and have strong contrast. Avoid submitting photos that are blurry, too bright, or have poor
contrast.BrightnessThe accepted brightness in the photo is when it is uniformly spread all over the face. It is crucial completely avoid reflections, shadows, and red eyes.BackgroundMake sure the background of the photo is plain, with no colours, patterns, or shadows. The ideal background is a light, neutral grey, which helps the face and hair stand
out with the proper contrast. QualityBe aware that the photo must be printed on high-quality paper, and a printing resolution of at least 600 dpi, as the only accepted form. The skin tone of the applicant must be natural, while the entire photo must be neutral, avoiding creases and layers. Facial Expression and Head PositionAvoid keeping your head
neither turned nor at an angle or opening your mouth. The only accepted form to pose is by keeping a neutral look with eyes focused directly on the camera with a mouth closed. Eyes and Line of SightWhen you pose for the photo, ignoring to focus your eyes on the camera or closing them or putting your hair across your eyes is intolerable, as the
accepted way of posing is by entirely looking straight into the camera, with fully open eyes and not covered by hair or else.GlassesWhen you pose, avoid putting on sunglasses, dark optical glasses, and optical glasses that have frames covering your eyes, and, similarly, avoid flash reflection. The only accepted photo with optical glasses on is when the
applicants eyes are fully visible and not covered by the glasses frame. HeadwearAvoid posing with a hat, headwear that covers your face, or having your face shadowed by headwear, as none of them is allowable. The only exception is for religious headwear, and even then, the face must be clearly visible from the lower tip of the chin to the
forehead.Source and Photo Credits:msz.gov.pl Your photo should be recent, taken within the last six months to accurately represent your current appearance.Yes, the visa photograph requirements and specifications are the same for every member of the Schengen Area: Austria, Bulgaria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Croatia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. No, only colour photos are allowed. Ensure your photos are in full colour to meet the Schengen visa requirements. You can wear your glasses,
but they must not obscure your eyes, and there should be no reflections. Sunglasses or heavily tinted lenses are not allowed. Use a plain, light-coloured background, preferably light grey. Avoid any patterns or shadows that could interfere with the clarity of your image. No, you should maintain a neutral expression with a closed mouth.In addition to
passport photos, you must also submit the following documents:For more detailed information, read the following articles:Did you find this page helpful? Yes NoWhen planning a trip to Europe one of the first things you need to know is whether you require a Schengen visa to enter the Schengen Area.Understanding the Schengen Area entry
requirements is crucial, as your visa necessity depends on factors like your nationality, the type of passport you hold, and the purpose of your visit. Additionally, some countries benefit from visa waiver agreements with the European Union, allowing their citizens to travel visa-free.This article will help you quickly determine your visa requirements and
any special conditions that may apply to your visit. Who Needs a Schengen Visa?Citizens from 103 countries, including Russia, India, China, Algeria, the Philippines, Mexico, Pakistan, and Indonesia, need a Schengen visa to enter any of the 29 Schengen Area countries.See the full list of countries needing a visa below.Citizens from the following non-
EU countries must apply for a Schengen visa before traveling to Europe:AfghanistanAlgeriaAngolaArmeniaAzerbaijanBahrainBangladeshBelarusBelizeBeninBhutanBoliviaBotswanaBurkina FasoBurma/MyanmarBurundiCambodiaCameroonCape VerdeCentral African RepublicChadChinaComorosCongoCte dIvoireCubaDemocratic Republic of
CongoDjiboutiDominican RepublicEcuadorEgyptEquatorial GuineaEritreaEswatiniEthiopiaFijiGabonGambiaGhanaGuineaGuinea-
BissauGuyanaHaitilndialndonesialranlraqjamaicaJordanKazakhstanKenyaKuwaitKyrgyzstanLaosLebanonLesothoLiberialibyaMadagascarMalawiMaldivesMaliMauritaniaMongoliaMoroccoMozambiqueNamibiaNauruNepalNigerNigeriaNorth KoreaOmanPakistanPapua New GuineaPhilippinesQatarRussiaRwandaSao Tome and PrincipeSaudi
ArabiaSenegalSierra LeoneSomaliaSouth AfricaSouth SudanSri LankaSudanSurinameSyriaTajikistanTanzaniaThailandTogoTunisiaTurkeyTurkmenistanUgandaUzbekistanVanuatuVietnamYemenZambiaZimbabweOn the other hand, many countries benefit from a visa liberalisation agreement with the EU, allowing their citizens to travel visa-free for
short stays of up to 90 days within a 180-day period.This includes nations such as the United States, United Kingdom, Australia, Japan, Canada, South Korea, and others as part of this visa waiver program.See the full list of countries that do not require a Schengen visa below.If you are a citizen of any of the following countries, you can enter the
Schengen Area for short stays without a visa, unless you have previously been denied entry at the border.AlbaniaAndorraAntigua and BarbudaArgentinaAustraliaBahamasBarbadosBosnia and HerzegovinaBrazilBruneiCanadaChileColombiaCook IslandsCosta RicaDominicaEl SalvadorGeorgiaGrenadaGuatemalaHondurasHong
KonglsraelJapanKiribatiKosovoMacauMalaysiaMarshall IslandsMauritiusMexicoMicronesiaMoldovaMonacoMontenegroNew ZealandNicaraguaNiueNorth MacedoniaPalauPanamaParaguayPeruSaint Kitts and NevisSaint LuciaSaint Vincent and the GrenadinesSamoaSan MarinoSerbiaSeychellesSingaporeSolomon IslandsSouth KoreaTaiwanTimor-
LesteTongaTrinidad and TobagoTuvaluUkraineUAEUKUSUruguayVatican CityVenezuelaNationals of the following countries can enter visa-free the Schengen Area but have special considerations due to the political and administrative situation in their countries:Hong Kong (visa-free regime applies only to holders of a Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region passport).Macao (visa-free regime applies only to holders of a Regio Administrativa Especial de Macau passport).*Visa-free regime applies to citizens of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, North Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro, and Serbia only if they are holders of biometric passports.** Visa-free regime applies to holders of
passports issued by Taiwan only if their passport contains an identity card number.The following categories may be exempted from the visa requirement even if they are from the countries requiring a visa: Diplomatic passport holders from visa-required countries may not always enjoy automatic visa exemption. Eligibility depends on both nationality
and the specific Schengen destination. Its crucial to verify visa status before travelling. Nationals from visa-required countries holding a local border traffic permit issued by Member States according to Regulation (EC) No 1931/2006, can use their right under the local border traffic regime. Civilian aircrew members need specific licenses from
Annexes 1 to 9 of the Chicago Convention to be exempt from visas. Seafarers, on the other hand, require a Seafarers Pass for exemption. Keep in mind that exemption rules vary based on your nationality and the Schengen country youre visiting. Holders of intergovernmental travel documents (e.g., UN Laissez-Passer, EU laissez-passer) may enter
visa-free for official UN or EU-related work. This exemption varies depending on the visitors nationality and the specific Schengen destination. Travellers must present their national passport along with an official certificate verifying their travels official purpose. Students from countries without a visa agreement with the Schengen Area can enter
without a visa if they live in visa-exempt countries. This applies when they are part of a student group led by a teacher visiting the Schengen Area. Whether they qualify depends on their nationality and the specific Schengen destination they plan to visit. Members of the armed forces traveling on NATO or Partnership for Peace business and those with
identification and movement orders under the 1951 NATO Agreement can enter visa-free when on official duties. The application of this exemption can vary based on the visitors nationality and Schengen destination. For a detailed list of all exemptions based on the nationality of the visitor, type of passport, visit purpose, and Schengen country, please
refer to the EU official document under Article 6 (1), containing information pursuant to Regulation (EU) 2018/1806 of 14 November 2018. If you are a citizen of countries like Afghanistan, Nigeria, or Sri Lanka, you will need a Schengen transit visa to pass through airports in the Schengen Area, even if you do not intend to enter any Schengen
country.Some Schengen countries have extended their list of nationalities that require a transit visa. It is crucial to verify the specific visa requirements for your destination before traveling to avoid any issues.For more detailed information on who needs a transit visa and how to apply, visit our guide on Schengen Transit Visa Who Needs and How to
Apply. No, if you need a Schengen visa, you are not eligible to register for ETIAS. The European Travel Information and Authorisation System (ETIAS) applies only to nationals from visa-exempt countries. Please note, ETIAS will become mandatory starting in April 2025 for travelers entering the Schengen Area without a visa. Yes, children from visa-
required countries need a Schengen visa to enter the Schengen Area. The visa requirements for minors often include parental consent forms and additional documentation, so its important to check specific rules before applying. If you have more than one nationality, i.e., you are a dual or multiple citizen, the visa requirement may differ depending on
which passport you enter the Schengen Area with. For example, if you are also a national of a country that has a visa-liberalisation deal with the Schengen, then you do not need to apply for a visaprovided you use the passport of that country. Example: If you hold both a US passport and an Egyptian passport, entering the Schengen Area with the US
passport means you dont need a visa. However, using the Egyptian passport will require you to apply for a Schengen visa. Even with a valid Schengen visa, entry into the Schengen Area is not guaranteed. The final decision lies with the border control authorities, who can deny entry due to security or other concerns, even if you meet all visa
requirements. If you are required to have a Schengen visa and travel without one, you will be denied entry at the border. Additionally, future visa applications may be more difficult if you attempt to enter the Schengen Area without the required visa.Did you find this page helpful? Yes No 1 Choose Schengen, US visa, or DV Lottery 2025 photo
requirements. 2 Upload a clear, recent photo that meets basic guidelines. 3 Our tool automatically adjusts your photo to meet exact requirements. 4 Get your visa-ready photo instantly, compatible with official standards. When you apply for a visa for any country in the Schengen Area, passport-style photographs are among the things you must include
with your application. You will always be required to submit two photos, alongside other documents and your passport. What documents are required for a Schengen visa application? Heres everything you need to know about getting the right Schengen Visa photos in 2022. What photos do I need for my Schengen Visa application? When applying for a
short-stay Schengen Visa you must include biometricpassport (or e-passport)photographs that meet these requirements: 2 identical photos Not older than six months Measuring 35 mmacross and 45mm in height. These must be incolor, no black and white. The head should take up70-80 per centof the photo Have a minimum resolution of 400 dpi Your
photos should be on a lightly colored background - light gray is suggested. It must not be patterned, and you should be looking straight at the camera, with a neutral facial expression. You must not smile -keep your mouth closed.You should avoid wearing clothing which matches the background. When you take yourSchengen Visa photos, you should
completely avoid reflections, shadows, and red eyes - as well ensuring the brightness in your photographs is evenly spread and there are no shadows on your face. Source:FrenchMinistry of Foreign Affairs What does a biometric photo mean? It simply means the standard photographs, fitting the criteria above that show your face and identifying
details clearly. They are used by most countries around the world, including the Schengen Area, on official documents such as visa applications. How should I look in my Schengen Visa photos? When you pose for your Schengen Visa photos, you should have your normal haircut and should avoid wearing sunglasses or dark optical glasses. Posing with
a hat, headwear that covers your face, or shadowing your face with headwear, is also prohibited. There is an exception made for religious headwear, but your face must be clearly visible from the bottom of your chin to your forehead. Can I wear glasses, sunglasses, or tinted glasses in my Schengenvisa photo? The requirements for glasses are as
follows: eyes fully visible glasses fully transparent no distortion due to reflection from the glasses no shadow Can I wear hidjab or turban in my Schengen visa photo? If you keep your head covered because of your religion or belief, then you may keep your head covering on for your photo. The head covering must be plain, in one color only, and must
also contrast with the background. Source:Netherlands Gouvernement Are there any other Schengen Visa photo specifications I should be aware of? YourSchengen Visa photosmust be printed on high quality paper and printing resolution of at least 400 dpi (dots per inch). It is the only accepted form. It must also reflect your natural skin tone and you
should take care not to crease your photograph. Photo booth and professional photographers will use paper that meets these requirements. Will I need more than two photographs if I need to submit additional documents with my Schengen Visa application? If you are applying for a visa other than a short-stay Schengen Visa - one that allows you to
stay for up to 90 days - you may be asked to submit additional photographs or documents that feature European passport standard photographs. Therefore, it is a good idea to ensure you have some spare pictures. Are the Schengen Visa photo requirements the same for each country? The standard passport photograph size and requirements apply to
all Schengen Area countries and are uniform. How can AXA help? In addition to your photographs, you will need proof you have valid travel and medical insurance for all Schengen Area countries, covering you for the duration of your stay. AXAs Basic or Essential insurance offers extended coverage wherever you travel in the Schengen area or in the
wider EU region. It also provides the mandatory insurance certificate needed for a Schengen Visa. The countries covered include the Schengen Area + San Marino, Andorra, Monaco and Vatican City and with Europa Travel also all European Union countries (the UK and Ireland included). Related topics: Frequently asked questions (FAQs) about
Schengen Visa photos Is a white background okay for a Schengen Visa photo? It is suggested you avoid a white background on your Schengen Visa photos - with a light gray or similar color the best choice. Patterns are not allowed. What happens if my photo is rejected? If your photo does not meet the requirements then you should submit one that
does. Failure to do so at an early stage may mean you have to reapply if it is not rectified. What if I no longer look like my photo? Even if you have changed appearance - by growing your hair or obtaining glasses - the nature of a biometric photo means you should still be identifiable. Still it is perhaps not a good idea to make drastic changes to your
look. Click here to download the New Harmonised Schengen Visa Application Form. It is valid for all Schengen member countries.This is the only form to be used.The short-stay visa application form bears the reference cerfa No. -14076*02 (do not use outdated forms bearing the reference cerfa No. -12160*01);You may use either an original form, or a
legible photocopy of a form. Get Schengen insurance from an approved insurance companyand Secure your Schengen visa. Travel insurance policies from Europ Assistance are accepted by European authorities worldwide. You can also cancel it free of charge if you prove that your Schengen visa has been denied.Click here to get 10% Off Schengen
travel insuranceHow Should I Complete the Visa Application Form?You can complete the Schengen visa application form in one of the following ways:Online. Many Schengen countries have an online portal where you can fill out the application form digitally, and youll get a completed application form which you can print out.Fillable PDF. You can
download the application form and then type your information automatically in the fields.By hand. If theres no online or digital options, then you can just fill out the application form in paper format using a pen or pencil with black or blue ink.For detailed instructions on how to accurately complete each section of the visa application, refer to our
comprehensive guide written by visa experts.Completing the Schengen visa application form correctly is crucial for ensuring your application is processed efficiently, without delays or rejections.Heres a step-by-step guide from our Schengen visa experts, designed to help you fill out the application form accurately. It provides clear instructions for
completing each section of the form with confidence.Personal InformationFieldInstructionsl. Surname (Family Name)Enter your last name exactly as it appears on your passport.2. Surname at BirthIf your surname has changed, provide your original surname. Write N/A if unchanged.3. First Name(s)Write your first name(s) exactly as they appear on
your passport.4. Date of BirthEnter your birth date in DD-MM-YYYY format. Example: 15-08-1990.5. Place of BirthSpecify the city or town where you were born.6. Country of BirthIndicate the country of your birth.7. Current NationalityState your present nationality. If you have multiple nationalities, list them all.IdentificationFieldInstructions8.
SexCheck the appropriate box: Male or Female.9. Civil StatusSelect your current marital status: Single, Married, Registered Partnership, Separated, Divorced, Widow(er), or Other.10. Parental Authority (in case of minors)If the applicant is under 18, provide the name, address, telephone number, email, and nationality of the parent or legal
guardian.11. National Identity NumberEnter your national ID number, if applicable. If not, write N/A.Travel Document InformationFieldInstructions12. Type of Travel DocumentChoose the type of passport you hold: Ordinary, Diplomatic, Service, Official, Special, or Other.13. Number of Travel DocumentInput your passport number.14. Date of
IssueProvide the date your passport was issued, in DD-MM-YYYY format.15. Valid UntilState the expiration date of your passport, in DD-MM-YYYY format.16. Issued By (Country)Mention the country that issued your passport.Travel Document InformationFieldInstructions17. Personal Data of EU, EEA, or CH Family MemberlIf applicable, provide the
surname, first name, date of birth, nationality, and travel document number of your EU, EEA, or Swiss family member.18. Family Relationship with EU, EEA, or CH CitizenSpecify your relationship: spouse, child, grandchild, dependent ascendant, registered partnership, or other.Contact and Residency InformationFieldInstructions19. Applicants Home
Address and Email AddressEnter your current home address and email address.20. Residence in a Country Other Than Current NationalityIf applicable, state your residence permit number and its validity period.Occupational DetailsFieldInstructions21. Current OccupationState your current job title. Write N/A if not employed.22. Employer or
Educational InstitutionProvide the name, address, and contact details of your employer or educational institution.Travel DetailsFieldInstructions23. Purpose of the JourneySelect your main reason for travel: tourism, business, visiting family or friends, cultural, sports, medical reasons, study, airport transit, or other.24. Additional Information on
Purpose of StayProvide further details about your purpose of stay, if necessary.25. Member State of Main DestinationSpecify the Schengen country where you will spend the majority of your time.26. Member State of First EntryState the first Schengen country you will enter.27. Number of Entries RequestedChoose single, two, or multiple entries.28.
Intended Date of ArrivalSpecify the date you plan to arrive in the Schengen Area.29. Intended Date of DepartureProvide the date you plan to leave the Schengen Area.Financial and Accommodation ArrangementsFieldInstructions30. Cost of Travel and StayIndicate who will cover your expenses during the trip: yourself, sponsor, or host. Provide
details.31. SignatureSign the form. If the applicant is a minor, a parent or guardian must sign.* Double-check all details before submitting your application. Ensure all information is accurate and matches your supporting documents.*Family members of EU, EEA, and Swiss citizens do not need to fill out the fields marked with asterisk (*).Tips on How
to Complete the Application FormRead the instructions carefully before starting to complete the application form.Make sure youre not making any mistakes in your answers or in spelling.Be consistent throughout the application.Double-check the information.If youre filling the form by hand, write clearly using black or blue ink.Complete all mandatory
fields.If any question doesnt apply to you, write N/A or Not Applicable.Review the application form before submitting it.Ask for help if you need it.Keep copies of your application form and other required documents.When completing the Schengen visa application form, you should use the language specified by the embassy/consulate of the country
which will process your visa. You can usually pick out between English or one of the official languages of that country.Why Are Some Questions Marked With an Asterisk (*)?The questions marked with an asterisk in the application form indicate that family members of EU, EEA or CH citizens do not have to fill out those fields.Yes, this form is
standardized and applicable for visa applications to all Schengen member states: Austria, Bulgaria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Croatia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, and Switzerland.Country/Language-Specific FormsAlthough the application form is standardized, you may also choose to download localized versions tailored for specific countries and languages. To apply for a Schengen visa to Denmark, you must complete the application form online at . The PDF version of the form is not accepted. To apply
for a Schengen visa to Estonia, you must complete the application form online at . The PDF version of the form is not accepted. To apply for a Schengen visa to Finland, you must complete the application form online at . The PDF version of the form is not accepted. To apply for a German Schengen visa, you can complete the application form in the pdf
format, or fill the application form online at available in the following languages: Deutsch, English, , , Franais, Bahasa Indonesia, , Portugus, , Espaol, Trke, Ting Vit. To apply for a Schengen visa to Iceland, you can complete the harmonized application form in the pdf format. Liechtenstein does not issue its own visas.Application form for the
Lithuanian Schengen has to be completed through the official electronic visa application system apply for a Schengen visa to Luxembourg, you can complete the harmonized application form in the pdf format.To apply for a Schengen visa to Malta, you can complete the harmonized application form in the pdf format.To apply for a Schengen visa to
Norway, you can complete the harmonized application form in the pdf format.To apply for a Schengen visa to Poland, you can complete the harmonized application form in the pdf format.For Switzerland, the following options are available:Arabic French(PDF, 512 kB, 02.09.2024)Chinese French(PDF, 783 kB, 02.09.2024)English French(PDF, 246 kB,
02.09.2024)English German(PDF, 260 kB, 02.09.2024)Portuguese French(PDF, 614 kB, 02.09.2024)Russian German(PDF, 299 kB, 02.09.2024)Spanish French(PDF, 559 kB, 02.09.2024)Turkish German(PDF, 513 kB, 02.09.2024)Italian German(PDF, 538 kB, 02.09.2024)* The Swiss visa application form should be completely filled out and signed by the
Visa Applicant. A separate Swiss visa application form is required for each applicant.Additional Swiss short-stay Schengen visa application forms in local languages are available on Swiss representation websites abroad. In addition to this application form, you must also submit the following documents:For more detailed information, read the following
articles: You can download the official application form on our website by clicking here (pdf format), or from the website of the consulate or embassy of the Schengen country where you are applying or from the official visa center representing that country. Some Schengen countries allow you to complete and submit the application form online, while
others require a printed and signed copy. Check the specific requirements of the consulate or embassy where you are applying.Yes, you must sign the application form in person. If youre submitting it online, you will still need to provide a physical signature when you attend your visa appointment. If you make a mistake on the application form before
submission, simply fill out a new form. If the error is noticed after submission, contact the embassy or consulate to see if a correction can be made before your appointment. Yes, minors must submit a separate visa application form, which must be signed by their parent or legal guardian. No, the application form for a visa to Europe remains the same
whether you submit it through a Visa Application Center (VAC) like VFS or BLS, or directly at the embassy or consulate. However, the submission process might vary depending on the VACs guidelines. Visa Application Centers like VFS and BLS offer additional services, including form-filling assistance, for a fee. While they can help you complete the
form, they do not influence the decision on your visa application. Yes, the same application form is used for both single-entry and multiple-entry Schengen visas, regardless of whether you submit it through VFS, BLS, or directly at the consulate. You need to specify the number of entries on the form based on your travel needs.Did you find this page
helpful? Yes Nolf youre a citizen of any of these 106 countries, youll need to obtain a European visa to travel freely to any of the Schengen countries.Along with a number of required documents, you need to attach two printed photos meeting all official guidelines.Here, youll learn everything about the technical requirements for Schengen visa photos,
as well as finer details about these pictures.Its noteworthy that 13 European countries, not part of the Schengen Agreement, allow Schengen visa holders to visit (in some cases, additional restrictions may apply). These countries include Albania, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Northern Cyprus, Georgia, Gibraltar, Kosovo, Montenegro,
North Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, and Turkey.Understanding Schengen visa photo requirementsA photo for a Schengen visa application must follow stringent guidelines established by European Union officials. Dont risk getting your application rejectedfamiliarize yourself with the following requirements before taking a picture.To see samples of
unacceptable Schengen visa pictures or detailed sizing specifications, keep reading.Table summarizing the requirements for a Schengen visa photoRequirementPrints & DigitalSize35x45 mm (3.5x4.5 cm or 1.38x1.78 inch)Head must fill 7080% of the whole imageColorMust be in colorRecencyNo older than 6 monthsImage clarityClear image of your
face, not blurry, grainy, or pixelated, with uniform lightingFiltersDo not use filters commonly used on social media. The image must reflect your natural lookBackgroundPlain, light-colored background (gray is suggested) without shadows, texture, or other objects visiblePrint QualityPrinted on matte or glossy paperResolution300600 DPIDigital
AlterationsDo not digitally change the photoImportant: Online Schengen visa application is currently not possibleyoull need to submit two identical photos printed on high-quality photo paper. This, however, might change as the European Commission is working on introducing an online application system.The fine details: Schengen visa photo
specificationsThere are many reasons why your photo may get rejected. To ensure you submit acceptable pictures, follow these specific guidelines.Facial expression: Keep a neutral facial expression. You can smile, but only gently and with your mouth closedPose: Keep your eyes open and mouth closed, looking straight at the cameraClothing: Avoid
uniforms and colors blending with the background. Plain, dark-colored clothes are recommendedFacial hair: Keep your beard as is if you normally wear itHead covering: Wearing headgear (hats, hair bands, etc.) is strictly prohibited. You can cover your head only for religious reasons, but your facial features from the bottom of your chin to the top of
the forehead and both sides of your face must be clearly visibleGlasses: You can wear prescription glasses but only if your eyes clearly show through the lenses and no reflections are visible. Avoid tinted lensesHair: Your whole face must be clearly visible. Consider tucking your hair behind the ears and tying longer bangs with hairpinsSubmitting a
photograph that doesnt comply with any of the requirements listed above will result in rejection. Avoid delays in the application process by attaching fully compliant photos to your Schengen visa application form.Important: Even though there are several countries whose requirements for passport photos align with those for a European visa, its best to
find a provider familiar with Schengen visa photo requirements.Schengen visa photo sizing detailsYour visa photo must be 35x45 mm (or 1.38x1.78 inches). Unfortunately, its not the only requirement you must follow. Read through these details on Schengen visa photo size requirements to get your picture right.A close-up of your head (including the
top of your shoulders) must take between 7080% of the whole photoThe length of your head (from the bottom of the chin to the top of your hair) must be between 3236 mmThe space from the side of your head to the border of the image must be the same on both sides (your head must be perfectly centered)Online services for Schengen visa photosYou
can easily find a list of locations to take Schengen visa photos in your area by looking up Schengen visa photo near me in your preferred search engine. But what if none of the providers nearby offer a compliance guarantee?No problemYou can now get a compliant visa photo from homelike many others who chose to use Passport Photo Online to take
their visa photos. Our Trustpilot page has 7,000+ comments to look through, this is just one of them:When applying for a Schengen Visa, whether for tourism, business, or study, you will typically need to provide a travel itinerary and flight reservation as part of your application. This is one of the essential documents that demonstrate your travel plans
and help the Schengen embassy or consulate determine your entry and exit dates.What Is a Flight Itinerary For Visa?A Flight Itinerary for a visa application is not the same as a real flight ticket, where you pay upfront without knowing if your Schengen Visa will be approved. Instead, its simply a document that outlines the details of your planned
travel to the Schengen Area.It includes essential information such as the flight name, your name, a valid reservation number or booking ID, the arrival and departure dates, airport IATA codes, and sometimes the price of the actual ticket.Why Is It Required?A flight itinerary or flight reservation is usually required by embassies/consulatesto verify your
travel dates and confirm that you will leave the Schengen Area once your visa expires. The consulate may ask for this document before approving your visa application.Absolutely not. The Embassy or Consulate does not require or recommend any specific airline or travel agent for booking your flight. You are free to choose any option that works for
you, whether its an online service or a local airline. The choice is entirely yours.If you purchase a one-way ticket, it may signal to the Embassy or Consulate that you do not plan to return to your home country within the allowed visa period. Instead, you should submit a Booked Round-Trip Flight Itinerary that clearly shows both your departure from
your home country and your return from the Schengen Area. This helps demonstrate your intent to comply with the visas conditions.Its easy to get confused by the variety of terms you may encounter during your online searches or in forums like Reddit, Tripadvisor, or Quora. These terms all essentially refer to the same concept:Flight ItineraryFlight
ReservationAir Ticket BookingDummy TicketFlight ConfirmationReturn TicketFeeling overwhelmed? Youre not alone!Navigating the Schengen visa requirements can feel daunting, especially with the extensive list of documents embassies or consulates require for your application. The terms above are all different ways to describe the same
requirement: proof of a booked flight itinerary.Adding to the confusion is the concern about losing money if you purchase a real flight ticket and your visa gets denied.You might find yourself asking:Where and how can I get a flight itinerary?Do I need a return air ticket before applying for the visa?Is there a way to secure a flight ticket without paying
the full price?If these questions are causing you stress, dont worry as we will guide you with straightforward explanations that will make the process much easier! GET FLIGHT ITINERARY & HOTEL BOOKINGS FOR ANY VISA. FREE CONSULTATION.Should I Be Concerned About Losing Money if My Visa Is Rejected?We advise against purchasing a
full flight ticket before obtaining the visa. Schengen embassies and consulates recognize that pressuring applicants to buy a complete airline ticket is not a wise approach. Additionally, if you choose to buy a ticket in advance, diplomatic offices typically recommend selecting an option with free cancellation. However, its essential to note that tickets
with this flexibility often come with a higher cost compared to regular ones.Moreover, the advice of the European Unions visa consulate has been amended.Round trip reservation or itinerary with dates and flight numbers specifying entry and exit from Schengen state. Some Schengen authorities accept the itinerary when applying for the visa but,
request the original air ticket when the visa is collectedStill, there is nothing that you should be so concerned about! There is always the opportunity to obtain a flight itinerary and reserved flight ticket instead of buying a costly one.How to Get a Flight Itinerary Without Paying for the Full Ticket?While its rare to get a confirmed flight itinerary
completely free for your visa application, most services charge a small fee to provide a flight reservation. Some airlines may offer free itineraries, but usually, youll only be charged once you purchase the actual ticket.Searching online for dummy flight itineraries can be time-consuming and may not always yield reliable results. Instead, you can opt for
the services of a travel agent or an online provider like VisaReservation, which specializes in handling visa requirements, including flight itineraries and hotel reservations. They offer affordable options and provide free consultations via email to guide you through the process.What Is a Flight Reservation?Different from an actual Flight Ticket, a Flight
Reservation or a Booked Flight Ticket is, in fact, a document showing that you have a reserved seat for flying on a specific date, in a particular destination of the Schengen Area, with a specific airline company. Usually, the reservation or booking is valid only for a week, so be careful afterwards! The company might cancel your reservation if you do
not buy the flight ticket by then risking losing the money youve spent on the reservation.You can obtain a confirmed flight reservation either directly from the airline or through online travel agents, also known as online search travel engines. These agents have access to a wide range of information about different airlines and markets, allowing them
to offer competitive and affordable deals. Typically, they charge around 10% of the ticket price, reducing your financial risk compared to buying a full-priced ticket before your Schengen Visa is approved.Heres how to get a flight itinerary with a booking number without paying for the full ticket:Visit VisaReservationor a similar service.Select the right
travel package for your visa needs.Provide your flight details and complete the payment process.Youll receive an email with all the information about your flight reservation.This process ensures you have the necessary documents for your visa application without committing to the cost of a real airline ticket upfront.What Is a Flight Ticket?A flight or
airline ticket is either a paper-printed or an electronic document purchased by a traveller from an airline company or a travel agency. The ticket proves that the traveller has a reserved seat on an airplane, which will take them to their destination.EU embassies and consulates commonly advise visa applicants not to purchase the complete return air
ticket until the visa has been officially issued.A ticket is a document that permits the holder to travel by public transport. Trains, buses, taxis, and airlines are public transport systems that issue tickets to their passengers. There are different types of tickets. A ticket can be a return ticket (known as a round-trip ticket), an onward ticket, or a one-way
ticket.A return ticket or a round-trip ticket is a type of ticket that allows the holder to travel to a destination and then return back to the original starting point. An onward ticket is a flight reservation or airline itinerary. It looks like a regular airline ticket with a valid PNR / booking code or reference number. And it permits the holder to travel from a
destination or country to another destination other than where the traveller is arriving from.An example of an onward ticket is when a passenger travels from India to Austria and then from Austria to Turkey.If the passenger travels from India to Austria and then it flies back to India, this is a return ticket.Onward tickets are usually required if the
traveller is transiting a country. A one-way ticket permits the holder to travel from one country to another without returning. An example of a one-way ticket is a trip from the Philippines to Germany without returning to the Philippines. A Multi-City ticket is a unique airline ticket that deviates from the typical one-way or return flight itinerary. With a
Multi-City ticket, passengers can travel from multiple points, such as A to B, then C to D, and beyond. This type of ticket permits layovers and stopovers at different cities, providing travellers with the ability to customize their travel routes to suit their specific needs and preferences.A multiple-airline itinerary is a travel plan that involves using
different airlines for a single journey. Similar to a multi-city ticket, this type of itinerary allows passengers to book flights with different airlines for different legs of their trip. For example, a passenger may book a flight from London to Paris with British Airways and then book a separate flight from Paris back to London with Air France. This type of
itinerary provides travellers with flexibility and options when it comes to choosing different airlines for different parts of their trip.A Real Sample of a Flight Reservation TicketWhat is a Dummy Ticket?A dummy ticket, sometimes referred to as a fake ticket or dummy booking, is a temporary flight reservation that is not confirmed by an airline or travel
agency. It serves as a placeholder to show proof of onward travel for visa applications, immigration processes, or other travel requirements without the need to buy a real ticket upfront.Dummy tickets can be generated through various online services that provide flight reservation confirmations. However, they do not represent an actual booking and
hold no value for travel.Our Schengen visa experts strongly advise against using fake flight itinerary generators to create dummy tickets. It is considered fraudulent and can result in denied boarding, posing risks to the visa application process.Our professional insight has shown that legitimate sources can provide reserved flight tickets without
requiring full payments, ensuring compliance with visa application requirements. Relying on fake or dummy tickets can have serious consequences and adversely affect the visa application process. We urge travellers to adhere to regulations and guidelines provided by relevant authorities to avoid any legal or travel-related issues and ensure a smooth
and hassle-free travel experience. No, a dummy ticket does not guarantee visa approval. It is just one of the required documents to demonstrate your travel plans. The decision to approve your visa depends on the full application, including financial proof, accommodation, and compliance with visa regulations. A dummy ticket or temporary flight
reservation is typically valid for a few days to a week. This depends on the service provider or airlines booking policy. It is important to ensure your dummy ticket remains valid throughout the visa application process. If your dummy ticket expires, you will need to obtain a new reservation or extend the validity of the current one. Some services allow
for extensions, but you should verify with the travel agent or service provider. A dummy ticket is usually not sufficient for entry at immigration. Once your visa is approved, you must buy an actual flight ticket. Immigration authorities typically require confirmed travel plans for your stay. Since dummy tickets are not actual tickets, there is no need to
cancel them. Once your visa is approved, you can purchase a confirmed ticket based on your travel dates.A dummy ticket is a placeholder reservation that shows your intended travel details but does not involve full payment. A real ticket is purchased in full and guarantees a seat on the flight. Dummy tickets are commonly used for visa purposes, while
real tickets are required for actual travel. Dummy tickets are typically non-refundable because they are a service provided for visa applications. Be sure to confirm refund policies with the service provider before purchasing.To ensure your dummy ticket is accepted, always obtain it from a reputable provider or travel agency. Embassies may reject a
fake or questionable ticket, so its important to use trusted services that meet the Schengen visa or immigration requirements.Buying a return air ticket is not recommended before applying for a visa. Because if your visa gets denied, you will lose your money. We recommend getting a flight itinerary, and once your visa is granted, you can purchase a
real travel flight ticket.The recommended course of action is to cancel the incorrect booking and make a new one. Alternatively, I can reach out to the travel agent or company to request the necessary corrections to the booking system.Please note that there is no guarantee that the company or travel agent wont impose charges for making the
required changes to my booking.The countries whose citizens are required to obtain a visa to enter Europe must show proof of onward travel ticket when applying for a Schengen visa. Those countries are:AfghanistanAlgeriaAngolaArmeniaAzerbaijanBahrainBangladeshBelarusBelizeBeninBhutanBoliviaBotswanaBurkina FasoBurundiCabo
VerdeCambodiaCameroonCentral African RepublicChadChinaComorosCote DivoireCubaDem. Rep. Of CongoDjiboutiDominican RepublicEcuadorEgyptEquatorial GuineaEritreaEswatiniEthiopiaFijiGabonGambiaGhanaGuinea-
BissauGuyanaHaitilndiaIndonesialranIraqJamaicaJordanKazakhstanKenyaKuwaitKyrgyzstanLaosLebanonLesothoLiberial.ibyaMadagascarMalawiMaldivesMaliMauritaniaMongoliaMoroccoMozambiqueMyanmarNamibiaNepalNigerNigeriaNorth KoreaNorthern Mariana IslandsOmanPakistanPalestinePapua New GuineaPhilippinesQatarRepublic of the
CongoRussiaRwandaSaudi ArabiaSenegalSierra LeoneSomaliaSouth AfricaSouth SudanSri LankaSudanSurinameSyriaSo Tom and PrncipeTajikistanTanzaniaThailandTogoTongaTunisiaTurkmenistanTrkiyeUgandaUzbekistanVanuatuVietnamYemenZambiaZimbabweTechnically, you can create a fake flight itinerary by editing an existing template or
using an online generator to create fake itineraries. But, instead of asking if you can create a fake flight reservation or a dummy ticket, ask yourself what will happen if the consular officer finds out your flight reservation is fake.For sure, you already know the answer. If the visa officer finds out that you have provided a fake travel reservation, your
visa will be refused, and what is even worse, your visa application might get denied in the future. So, think twice before deciding if you should or shouldnt use a template or a fake/dummy flight generator.What Should I Do if My Reservation Gets Cancelled Before I Get a Response on My Visa Application?There is a great likelihood of booking



cancellation before you know if you will or will not get a visa. This is because booking is usually valid for a week, while the visa might need 10-15 working days to process. That is why we recommend you find a travel agent who can agree with you a greater booking validity period, at least up to 10-15 working days.A good alternative for anyone
applying for Schengen Visa is getting Booked Flight Itinerary from VisaReservation, a user-friendly website with high-flexibility options.Did you find this page helpful? Yes No A Schengen visa photo is a critical component of your visa application. All applicants must submit photographs that adhere to strict size, format, and background requirements
established by Schengen embassies and VFS Global centers. Submitting a photo that does not meet these specifications can result in immediate rejection, processing delays, or the need to reschedule your visa appointment.Below is a comprehensive guide covering the official Schengen visa photo size requirements, including precise dimensions in
both inches and millimeters, background color rules, VFS guidelines, and practical tips to ensure your photo is accepted.Schengen Visa Photo Requirements: Official GuidelinesEvery Schengen country enforces rigorous photo specifications for visa applications. Meeting these standards is essential to avoid delays or denial of your application.Key
Schengen Visa Photo RequirementsNumber of Photos:You must submit two identical, recent color photos, taken within the last six months.Photo Size:Each photo must measure exactly 35 mm in width and 45 mm in height (1.38 x 1.77 inches).Color:Only color photos are acceptedblack and white photos are not allowed.Background Color:The
background must be plain, white or light gray, with no patterns, objects, or shadows. Vibrant colors, blue, green, or patterned backgrounds are strictly prohibited.Facial Position:The applicants full face must be visible, centered, and looking directly at the camera. The head and neck should occupy 7080% of the photo (approximately 3236 mm in
height).Facial Expression:A neutral expression is requiredno smiling, frowning, or raised eyebrows. The mouth must be closed, and eyes open and clearly visible.Glasses:Glasses are only permitted for medical reasons. If worn, there must be no reflections, glare, or tinted lenses, and the frames must not cover the eyes.Clothing and Accessories:
Uniforms, headgear, or accessories are not allowed, except for religious or medical reasons. Religious headwear is permitted as long as the face is fully visible from chin to forehead and it does not cast shadows.Photo Quality: The image must be sharp, well-lit, and in focus, with no overexposure, underexposure, or red-eye. The photo should be printed
on high-quality matte or glossy paper, free of creases or damage.No Digital Alterations:The photo must not be digitally edited or retouched. Blurred, altered, or low-contrast images will be rejected.Recency: The photo must have been taken within the last six months to accurately reflect your current appearance.Why Incorrect Passport Photos Lead to
Visa RejectionsSubmitting an incorrect passport photo is one of the most common reasons for visa application rejections, especially for Schengen visas. Embassies and VFS Global centers enforce strict requirements for passport photos, including precise size, background color, and facial expression standards. If your photo does not meet these
specifications, your application may be rejected immediately, regardless of the quality of your other documents.One of the primary issues is submitting a photo that does not match the required dimensions. Schengen visa photos must be exactly 35 mm by 45 mm, and any deviation from this size will result in your application being refused. Consular
staff use automated systems to scan and verify photo sizes, so even a minor discrepancy can trigger a rejection.The background color is another critical factor. Schengen regulations require a plain, white or light gray background with no patterns, shadows, or objects visible. A photo taken against a colored, patterned, or dark background will not be
accepted. Shadows or objects in the background can obscure facial features and interfere with biometric recognition, leading to delays or outright refusal of your application.Photo clarity and authenticity are also essential. Blurred, pixelated, or low-resolution images are not acceptable, as they make it difficult for officials to verify your identity.
Additionally, photos that have been digitally alteredsuch as those with filters, retouching, or edited backgroundswill be rejected. The purpose of these strict rules is to ensure that the photo is a true and accurate representation of your current appearance, which is crucial for identification and security purposes.Facial expression is another point of
scrutiny. Schengen visa photos require a neutral expression, with your mouth closed and eyes open, looking directly at the camera. Smiling, frowning, or any exaggerated facial expression will lead to the photo being deemed invalid. This uniformity helps ensure that biometric systems can accurately match the photo with your face during border
checks.Schengen Visa Photo Size: Dimensions & FormatThe photo size for Schengen visa applications is standardized across all Schengen member states, ensuring uniformity and compatibility with biometric systems.Schengen Visa Passport Photo Size SpecificationsRequirementMillimeters (mm)InchesPhoto Size35 x 451.38 x 1.77Head Height (face
area)3236~1.251.42Face Coverage7080% of photoResolution:At least 600 dpi for digital submissions, ensuring all facial features are clearly visible.Format:Printed photos must be on high-quality matte or glossy paper, with no borders, creases, or damage. Digital photos (if accepted) should be in JPEG or JPG format.Head Position:The head must be
centered and upright, with both sides of the face visible. Leave a small space above the head and on each side.Shoulders:The upper part of the shoulders may be visible, but the focus must remain on the face.Tip:Always ask your photo studio for a Schengen size photo to ensure compliance with these precise requirements1.Schengen Visa Photo
Requirements (VFS & Embassy Standards)Schengen embassies and VFS Global centers both require visa applicants to submit photographs that meet a set of standardized specifications, ensuring consistency and security across all Schengen countries. The core requirements are uniform throughout the Schengen Area, but it is important to recognize
that some consulates may introduce minor variations or additional guidelines depending on local practices or updated regulations. Therefore, applicants should always consult the specific embassy or VFS centers website before submitting their application to confirm they are following the most current requirements.VFS Global centersrequire the
standard Schengen visa photo size (35 mm x 45 mm).Some consulates may have additional rules, so verify before submission.Background Color & Other Photo SpecificationsWhen preparing your Schengen visa photo, the background color and related specifications are particularly important, as they play a crucial role in ensuring that your facial
features are captured clearly and can be easily analyzed by both human officials and biometric systems. The background must be neutral and light-colored, which means only plain white or light gray backgrounds are considered acceptable by Schengen embassies and VFS Global centers. This uniformity eliminates distractions and shadows, making
your face the sole focus of the image.Required Background Color: Only white or light gray backgrounds are accepted. No patterns, objects, or shadows are allowed.No Digital Editing: Do not alter the background or use digital enhancements, as this will result in rejection.Additional Photo RulesHead Position: Face the camera directly, with eyes open
and visible, and head centered.Jewelry & Accessories:Avoid large earrings, facial piercings, or excessive makeup. Minimal jewelry is acceptable if it does not obscure facial features.Headgear: Only permitted for religious or medical reasons. The face must remain fully visible from chin to forehead.Tip:If you wear glasses, ensure there is no glare or
reflection, and the frames do not cover your eyesKey Schengen Visa Photo Requirements Schengen visa passport photo size: Must meet standard dimensions. Background color: Must be white or light gray with no patterns. Facial position: Full face must be visible, neutral expression, and looking directly at the camera. Glasses: Only permitted if
required for medical reasons (no reflections or tinted lenses). Clothing: No uniforms, headgear, or accessories, except for religious reasons.Why Incorrect Passport Photos Lead to Visa Rejections Using the wrong Schengen size photo can result in immediate rejection. If the Schengen visa photo background color is incorrect, the application may be
delayed. A blurred or edited photo will not be accepted by VFS or embassy officials. The photo size for Schengen visa applications is standardized across all Schengen member states.Schengen Visa Passport Photo Size Specifications Size: 35 mm x 45 mm (standard Schengen visa photo size in inches: 1.38 x 1.77 inches). Head height: The face must
cover 7080% of the photo (approximately 3236 mm). Resolution: At least 600 dpi, with clear visibility of all facial features. Format: High-quality matte or glossy print, with no creases or damage. Tip: If you are unsure about the Schengen photo size, ask the photo studio for a Schengen size photo to ensure compliance. While Schengen embassies and
VFS Global centers follow the same Schengen visa photo requirements, some consulates may apply additional guidelines.Differences Between VFS Schengen Visa Photo Requirements & Embassy Rules VFS Global centers follow the standard Schengen visa photo size (35mm x 45mm). Some Schengen embassies may request a slightly different photo
specification for Schengen visa. Shanghai visa photo size differs slightly from the Schengen visa passport photo size. Tip: If applying through VFS, ensure you meet their Schengen visa photo requirements VFS to avoid issues. The Schengen visa photo background color must be neutral and light-colored to ensure facial features are clearly
visible.Additional Photo Rules Head position: The applicant must face the camera directly, with eyes open and visible. Facial expression: A neutral expression (no smiling, frowning, or raised eyebrows). Jewelry & accessories: Avoid large earrings, piercings, or excessive makeup. Glasses: Only permitted if required for medical reasons, and the lenses
must be clear. Tip: If you wear glasses, ensure there is no glare or reflection, as this could result in rejection. Many applicants wonder if they can take their own Schengen visa passport photo or if they need to visit a professional studio.Best Practices for Taking a Schengen Visa Passport Photo Use a high-resolution camera or visit a professional photo
studio. Stand in front of a plain white or light gray background. Ensure proper lighting (no overexposure or shadows).Common Mistakes to Avoid Using incorrect Schengen photo size (ensure 35mm x 45mm is used). Submitting a selfie or low-quality digital photo. Wearing colored contact lenses, sunglasses, or head coverings (except for religious
purposes). Tip: Always check photo specification for Schengen visa before submitting your application. To help applicants meet the correct Schengen photo size, here is a breakdown of photo dimensions in different formats:MeasurementSchengen Visa Photo SizeMillimeters (mm)35 mm x 45 mmlInches (in)1.38 in x 1.77 inPixels (px)413 x 531 px
(minimum 600 dpi) Tip: If applying for a Shanghai visa, check the Shanghai visa photo size (33 mm x 48 mm), as it differs from the Schengen size. The Schengen visa passport photo size must be 35 mm x 45 mm (1.38 x 1.77 inches).2. Can I wear glasses in my Schengen visa photo? Only if medically necessaryno tinted lenses, reflections, or glare
allowed.3. What is the required background color for a Schengen visa photo? The background color must be white or light gray.4. Can I submit a digital passport photo for a Schengen visa? Some Schengen embassies accept digital submissions, but it must meet official photo specifications.5. Are Schengen visa photo requirements the same for all
countries? The standard photo size for Schengen visas applies to all countries, but some embassies have minor variations. Ensure your photo meets VFS Schengen visa photo requirements before submission. Use a white or light gray background, with no shadows or reflections. Do not edit or digitally alter the photo, as this will lead to rejection. If
applying for other European visas, check Europe visa photo requirements, as they may differ.By following these Schengen visa photo guidelines, you can avoid common mistakes and ensure your visa application is accepted without issues.
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