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If you're anything like us, you go through books fast. Sometimes it seems like an addiction you can’t keep up with — and if there’s one thing any bookworm can tell you, it’s that this habit can quickly get expensive.Luckily, the savvy reader knows there are plenty of places online to legally download books without spending a single penny. In this post,
we’re giving you 21 of the best places to find free books online, so that you can satisfy even the most debilitating of book addictions, guilt-free.If you're feeling overwhelmed by the number of great books out there, you can also take our 30-second quiz below to narrow it down quickly and get a personalized book recommendation @ Which book should
you read next? Discover the perfect book for you. Takes 30 seconds! 1. Project GutenbergNamed after the original printing press from the 15th century (and not the beloved star of the Police Academy films), Project Gutenberg is a volunteer-run effort to digitize and preserve books. Most of the titles available on the platform are in the public domain,
meaning that they are no longer subject to copyright and can be freely distributed. 2. The Online Books Pagelf that’s not enough books for you, The Online Books Page, hosted by the University of Pennsylvania, boasts a staggering list of over three million free ebooks! Unlike Project Gutenberg, they don’t actually host any of the books themselves,
instead providing links to where you can download them. And their website does look like something straight out of 1996. Still, when we’re talking about this many ebooks at our fingertips, can we really complain? This is a great source for classics and obscure titles that offer deep dives into arcane topics, though some newer books can also appear.3.
Kindle StoreGiving away free books has proven to be one of publishing’s most effective ways of building up an audience. And as the world’s #1 retailer of books, Amazon has become the place where many authors choose to make their titles available at no cost. If you search for “Free Books” on the Kindle store, you'll see over 80,000 results. Instead of
plodding your way through all of them, start by looking at their bestseller list for the top 100 Free eBooks.4. SmashwordsLike Amazon, Smashwords has a page where you can easily see all the books authors have chosen to give away for free. With the ability to browse by categories such as “newest,” “bestseller,” and “highest-rated,” as well as
filtering by the book’s length and genre, this is an easy way to instantly find free books. (Just remember to re-select the “free” category at the top if you choose to browse by genre!) The best part? Most stories are available in a wide range of file formats, and you don’t even need an account to download them.5. BookBubBrowsing the Kindle Store for
great free books can sometimes be hit-or-miss. Amazon’s algorithms are sophisticated, but they won’t always deliver you the sorts of books you’'re looking for — especially if you limit yourself to their free store. That’s where Bookbub and similar promotion services come into play. When you sign up for a free account, you get an email each day with
links to free and newly discounted books that have been curated according to your preferences. How easy is that?6. Robin ReadsA book promotion service in the vein of BookBub, Robin Reads is another great way to stay in-the-know on all the hottest new titles and discounts. With everything from romance to horror to nonfiction, there’s sure to be
something interesting in nearly all of their daily emails.7. eReader News TodayLike Robin Reads and BookBub, eReader News Today is one of the more reliable promotion services. Founded in 2010, they’ve been serving up deals longer than anybody, so they’'re sure to know where to find all the goods. Their Daily Book Deals span 20 genres and
almost always feature at least one free book. 8. FreeBooksyMost of the other book promotion services focus on both free and discounted books, but FreeBooksy is the biggest site that’s dedicated solely to ebooks you don’t have to pay for. Unlike some of its competitors, it seeks out deals from all the major retailers, so even if you’'re totally loyal to
Kobo or Nook, you’re bound to find some great books gratis. (Can you tell we’'re desperately trying not to use the word “free” too much?)9. ManybooksCombining an extensive database of free books with a daily deals newsletter, Manybooks is a great way to stay up to date on new books without missing out on the many centuries worth of books
already at your fingertips. The site is comfortable and easy to use, and their selection includes a wide range of languages to choose from.10. Goodreads Free ShelvesSometimes the easiest way to find free books is to crowdsource for them, and Goodreads shelves make this process easy. Browsing by shelf collects all the books that users put in shelves
of the same name, and you can easily find shelves marked as “free-ebooks,” “free-ebook,” “free” and more. Now, because this is dependent on users marking ebooks themselves, it is possible that some of the books were shelved during a period when a book was once being given away free and now comes with a heavier sticker price. They may also
shelve books in the public domain that you can find through sites such as Project Gutenberg, but it’s not a guarantee that you’ll find these for free if you follow the link to them on Amazon. Still, it’s a rich resource that may easily give you titles you don’t find on other sites, so it’s definitely worth a look.11. Reedsy DiscoveryLove indie books and want
to read them for free, before anyone else does? That's exactly what you get if you sign up to become a Reedsy Discovery reviewer, as indie authors provide free ebooks in exchange for an honest review. Simply take notes of your thoughts as you read, and use them to write up a coherent review when you've finished reading. You'll be helping out the
author as well as would-be readers, while getting a free read! Writing book reviews can also be an excellent way to break into the publishing industry if you're at the start of your career, but most of all they're great fun to write and read alike.12. Riveted by Simon TeenRiveted by Simon Teen is the online Young Adult community created by Simon &
Schuster’s teen fiction arm (though, are we the only ones who think of that Steve Buscemi meme when we hear the name “Simon Teen”?). Each month, Riveted offers a new range of Free Reads. Most of these titles are “extended excerpts” of YA novels, but they will also throw in a few full short stories from up-and-coming authors. And as a kicker,
they offer a full free ebook to all new subscribers. 13. Harlequin Online ReadsThe leading publisher of romance novels, Harlequin’s website also offers a huge collection of serialized stories from some of their best authors — for free. New chapters are posted every week, or you can browse a massive back catalogue of completed works. With filters
such as “Fall in Love,” “Walk on the Dark Side,” and “Take a Trip Down the Aisle,” plus the ability to show titles based on how much time you have to read at the moment (yes, really!), this collection is sure let you zero in on the exact romance fix you're craving.14. Tor.comlIn addition to regularly publishing reams of freely available short fiction,
Tor.com also hosts an eBook of the Month Club. To participate, all you need to do is sign up (for free, of course), and then once a month, they’ll email you a link where you can download their selection in either epub or mobi format. You do need to act fast when these emails come in — the titles are only available for a few days — but this is an
excellent way to regularly get a sci-fi or fantasy hit from one of the biggest publishers in the genre. Their selections are always satisfying and feature some of Tor’s biggest titles, such as works from the likes of John Scalzi, V.E. Schwab, and more.15. Libby / OverDriveln the wise words of Arthur the Aardvark, “Having fun isn’t hard when you’ve got a
library card!” So it is with Libby, the new app by OverDrive. OverDrive allows libraries to purchase ebooks for lending out to their patrons. Each “copy” of the ebook can only be checked out by one patron at a time. Loan lengths and the total number of titles you can have at once varies by library. Books may be checked out and downloaded directly
through Libby, or downloaded for reading via Kindle. Because only one person can check out each copy at a time, though, there are often hold lists on popular titles — sometimes significant ones — so be sure to keep an eye on that when you’re picking your next read. However, the catalogue available to each library is quite extensive, and if there’s
ever a title your library hasn’t purchased yet, there’s an easy button to request it right in the app.16. hooplaAnother option for many library users, hoopla offers a wide range of ebooks, audiobooks, and comic books all from one handy interface. Unlike OverDrive, patrons are limited to a set number of total checkouts per calendar month, as
determined for by your library. However, because there are no limits on how many people can read a book at once, this makes hoopla a great way to read new and high-demand titles — no hold lists required!17. WattpadLovers of fanfic have long been familiar with sites where users can upload stories one chapter at a time, but Wattpad brings that
idea to life in the original fiction world — with a few additional benefits as well. Started in 2006, Wattpad is perfect if you're looking for a wide range of diverse voices and unconventional stories that might get overlooked by big publishers. Chock-full of talented writers and enthusiastic readers, it’s a community unlike anything else in the reading
landscape. Leave comments, follow your favorite authors, and upvote the stories you love. With the free app, you can even keep up with all the best stories right from your phone.18. PaperBack SwaplIf you prefer good ol’ fashioned paperback over reading ebooks, then you’ll want to take advantage of the many online book swap communities.
PaperBack Swap is foremost among them. The idea is pretty simple: you list all the books you don’t want to keep anymore, and when someone requests it, you mail it to them. After that, all you have to do is pick one of the million-plus books listed by other readers... and wait for it to arrive in the mail. It’s kind of like having thousands of book-loving
friends!19. Open Cultureln Open Culture’s own words, they scour the internet for the “audio books you need, the language lessons and educational videos you want, and plenty of enlightenment in between.” As a curator of free online learning resources, this sounds great to us! Their audiobook selection is top-notch as well, including some
surprisingly high-profile narrators. (The Wizard of Oz as read by Tituss Burgess? Where do they even find these treasures?)20. LibriVoxLet’s be honest, sometimes you just don’t feel like staring at a screen one second longer than you have to. When that mood strikes, or you need something to keep you busy while you’re doing chores, audiobooks are a
welcome addition to any reading routine. LibriVox makes it easy to get into the habit by offering up public domain books across dozens of different languages.21. StorynoryLastly, in all the rush to find free books, let’s not forget about the littlest readers among us! Storynory offers free audiobooks for kids, featuring everything from classics to brand-
new originals exclusive to the Storynory site. While not as extensive a collection as some of the sites on our list, the stories are charming and offer a welcome distraction when someone just won’t settle down.****Still can't get enough books? Check out our list of the 115 Best Books of All Time. Or why not get paid to read, by applying to some of the
legitimate sites that pay reviewers? Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give
appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No
additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The
license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. It looks like you're offline. Art 118,959 Books Science Fiction 19,594 Books Fantasy 12,869 Books Biographies 25,850 Books Recipes 9,418 Books Romance 19,866
Books Textbooks 34,993 Books Children 56,533 Books History 2,294,801 Books Medicine 56,553 Books Religion 150,942 Books Mystery and Detective Stories 16,166 Books Plays 2,633 Books Music 77,815 Books Science 92,275 Books Reading is one of the best and most productive habits we can cultivate. Not only does it add to our knowledge, but
also stimulates the creativity of the mind, helping us think better. And thanks to free eBooks, getting into reading has never been easier. Now, there are millions of great totally free eBooks available online, on just about every topic imaginable. But the question is, where does one find this treasure of books that doesn’t cost anything? Fret not, as that’s
exactly what this article is intended to help you with. Keep reading, as we take a look at the 16 best websites to download free eBooks, legally. Legally Download eBooks for Free 1. Open Library With an aim of creating “one webpage for every book ever published,” Open Library is an invaluable source of not just freely available eBooks, but also a
whole lot of useful information about them. An initiative of the non-profit Internet Archive, Open Library has a collection of 1 million public domain eBooks, all of which can be freely downloaded in numerous formats like EPUB, DJVU, MOBI, and PDF. You can also read the eBooks online, and the collection includes eBooks on numerous subjects/genres
like Fiction, Classics, Children, and Drama. Open Library also records important information (e.g. author name, classification, current edition) about the eBooks in its database, pulling the information from sources like the Library of Congress, and Amazon. It also partners with numerous book stores, enabling users to borrow books for reading online.
Visit Website 2. Project Gutenberg Arguably one of the most famous and well known sources of free eBooks, Project Gutenberg is a volunteer effort aimed at making eBooks (and in a broader sense, the knowledge they contain) available to everyone free of cost. Having over 50,000 titles (as of this writing), most of the eBooks available on Project
Gutenberg are available under the public domain. From Classics to Periodicals, and from History to Social Sciences, there are books available on a diverse range of subjects. The latest additions to the website are shown on the homepage, and you can also use the site-wide search if you’re looking for something specific. Most of the books can be
downloaded in a variety of formats, such as EPUB, MOBI, and TXT. What’s more, you can also save the eBooks directly to a variety of cloud storage services, like Dropbox, Google Drive, and OneDrive. Visit Website 3. Smashwords Love the literary works of Indie authors? You're going to love Smashwords. At its core, Smashwords is a web based
platform that enables authors/publishers around the world to publish and distribute their works to retailers. But that’s not all. It’s an invaluable source of freely available eBooks, spanning an insane variety of subject topics/genres, such as Anthologies, Fantasy, Horror, Mystery, Romance (Fiction); and Career Guides, Entertainment, General
Reference, Philosophy, Science (Non-Fiction). Navigating the website is extremely simple, and you can use the quick filter buttons to sort the results based on parameters like word length, and ratings.The categories/genres are listed on the left. Apart from thousands of free eBooks, paid titles are also available at numerous price points. Once you've
found the eBook you’re looking for, you can download it in multiple formats like EPUB, MOBI, PDB, and TXT. The eBooks can also be read online. Visit Website 4. Loyal Books Want quick and no-fuss access to hundreds of free eBooks? Loyal Books is exactly what you need. And the best thing is that it doesn’t only have eBooks, but audiobooks as well.
From Adventure to Comedy, and from Nature to Tragedy, Loyal Books’ collection of free, public domain eBooks has something for everyone. It even boasts works from world renowned personalities such as Benjamin Franklin, Oscar Wilde, Confucius, and Karl Marx. The website sports a fairly straightforward Ul, and a sidebar on the left lets you
quickly browse books based on specific genres, as well as those available in other (Non-English) languages. Once you’ve found the eBook of your choice, you can download it in several formats like EPUB, MOBI, and TXT. eBooks can be also read online, and for those titles that are available as Audiobooks, you can either stream online, or download
them as MP3s or Podcasts. Visit website 5. Bookbub What makes Bookbub stand apart from the others is that it not only gets you some really great eBooks, but also serves up personalized recommendations based on your interests. Bookbub’s collection of free eBooks keeps on constantly changing, based on which eBooks are available for free at any
given time. However, you can be almost sure of always finding some really good titles, including at times, even bestsellers from critically acclaimed independent authors. The eBooks are available across a broad spectrum of categories/genres, including Biographies & Memoirs, Cooking, Historical Mysteries, Literary Fiction, and Thrillers. Based on
which eBooks are available for free, they can be downloaded directly to the eBook reader devices such as Kindle, Nook, and Kobo (in the formats that the devices support) from their respective online bookstores. And of course, you can also find discounted deals on numerous other eBooks. All you need to do is create a free account, fill in your
genre/subject preferences, and Bookbub will provide you regular recommendations on the best deals. How cool is that? Visit Website 6. MobileRead Forums If you're new to this whole concept of eBooks, eReader devices, and stuff like that, there’s probably no better place to start off than MobileRead Forums. Put simply, it’s a storehouse of invaluable
information regarding everything eBooks. As the name suggests, MobileRead Forums is a web-based forum. It is a community driven website, having numerous user submitted threads divided into a bunch of primary categories like eBook readers, eBook software, and more. So whether you’re thinking about buying a new eBook reader device,
confused about the different eBook formats, or just want some recommendations about what your next read should be, MobileRead Forums’ community will help you out. One of the more interesting sub-sections of the website is the eBook uploads sub-section, where users upload many great eBooks in various, spanning multiple genres/categories
such as Non-Fiction, Drama, and Thrillers. The uploaded eBooks are generally public domain, and often sourced from databases like Project Gutenberg. Furthermore, they are available in almost all popular formats, such as EPUB, MOBI, TXT, and PDF. Visit Website 7. Wikibooks In the simplest of words, Wikibooks can be described as the Wikipedia of
books. It’s essentially an open-content collection of textbooks that anyone can edit, thus making it an incredible resource of user contributed content. Wikibooks, as the name pretty much explains, is a sister project of Wikipedia. Having over 2,800 books, its collection includes a lot of non-fiction content, based on subjects like Computing, Humanities,
Science, Languages, and Engineering, each further sub-divided into multiple categories. This makes navigation really easy when you’re looking for something specific. And of course, you can use the site-wide search as well. Subject specific eBooks are categorized as Completed, Nearing Completion etc., based on their completion status by the editing
community. The eBooks can be read online, having interlinked pages just like regular webpages, and can be downloaded as PDF files as well. Visit Website 8. ManyBooks Another great source of getting free and public domain eBooks, ManyBooks boasts of a pretty solid collection, and you can be sure of finding something of your liking once you start
digging through it. ManyBooks’ collection consists of over 33,000 titles, covering a whole gamut of genres like Art, Drama, Fiction & Literature, Science, and Travel. What’s more, navigating the website is a breeze, thanks to handy, self-explanatory sub-sections which let you browse the collection based on parameters like authors, languages, and title
names. You can also search for eBooks, and check out the Recent Additions and Special Collections sub-sections. Each eBook’s detail page lists helpful information about it (e.g. author name, genre, word count), and once you’ve found the eBook of your choice, you can download it in popular formats like EPUB, MOBI, and PDF. Nearly all of the eBooks
are public-domain, and are fully legal to download. Visit Website 9. Feedbooks Feedbooks is en online retailer of eBooks that provides a platform to upcoming and independent authors to publish their works. Unsurprisingly, it has a pretty robust catalog of some really good and decently priced eBooks. But that’s not everything. Feedbooks also has
quite a collection of both original and public domain eBooks, that you can download legally and read on any device you want. From Action & Adventure to Short Stories, and from Mystery & Detective to Horror, Feedbooks’ collection has something for everyone. The detail pages of the eBooks include helpful information like synopsis, word count, and
more. The eBooks themselves can be dowloaded in all popular formats like EPUB, MOBI (for Kindle), and PDF. Feedbooks includes other interesting sections like Editorial Reviews, Interviews etc. that are worth checking out too. Visit Website 10. Bookboon Just like their physical counterparts, eBooks are not just limited to novels and short stories.
They also include academic eBooks, which are specifically useful for the student community. And this is where Bookboon comes into the picture. Boasting a quality catalog of academic textbooks and other educational material, Bookboon, true to its name, is indeed a boon for the students and professionals. It includes numerous freely downloadable
textbooks, available on subjects like Accounting, Economics & Finance, IT & Programming, Languages, and Natural Sciences. Other than that, there are also eBooks for business professionals, covering subjects like Entrepreneurship, Marketing & Sales, and many more. The subjects are listed on the left, making navigation incredibly easy, and you
can search as well. The eBooks can be downloaded with one click in the PDF format, and are ad-supported. However, you can opt for the premium subscription ($3.99/month) for ad-free access and an even broader collection. Visit Website 11. HathiTrust While we’re on the discussion of eBooks catered towards the student community, it’s only fitting
to talk about HathiTrust, which is a one of a kind digital library of educational titles. Essentially, HathiTrust is a collaborative effort of numerous academic and research organizations in the U.S., aimed at providing students, researchers (and anyone, in general) free access to content digitized from libraries around the world. You can use its powerful
search to look for any title across the millions of eBooks in its database. Not only that, you can also go through the pre-curated collections, consiting of titles covering genres/subjects like Ancestory & Genealogy, Manuscripts, and 19th-20th Century Psychology Texts. Just about every eBook in HathiTrust’s digital library can be read online. However, if
you want to download eBooks for offline reading and create your own collections, you need to login with the official email address provided by your educational institution. Visit Website 12. Free Ebooks The name says it all. If you're looking for free eBooks, you should definitely check out, well, Free Ebooks. From works of fiction, to academic texts,
Free Ebooks has it all. There’s quite a healthy collection of titles available at Free Ebooks. When it comes to fiction, there are eBooks spanning genres like Drama, Humor, Mystery, Poetry, and Romance. On the non-fiction side, you have everything from Biography and Games, to Marketing and Reference. Other than that, there are academic textbooks
(Antropology, History etc.), and audiobooks as well. You can use the site-wide search, as well as Top 10 and Featured collections. However, the free level account only lets you download 5 eBooks of your choice per month, and that too only in the PDF format. However, you can go for the V.I.P. level account (starting at $7.95/month) for goodies like
unlimited downloads, and that too in multiple formats. Visit Website 13. Baen Ebooks Although its website may look like something from the early 90s, but Baen Ebooks has a fairly good collection of free eBooks that make it worth checking out. No seriously, it’s good. Basically, Bean Ebooks is an online store that sells DRM free eBooks spanning a
variety of genres. However, they also have a free library that includes quite a few really nice eBook titles that you can download legally for absolutely nothing. The eBooks are primarily based on the Science Fiction and Fantasy genres, although there are some other titles as well. Each eBook’s detail page includes information like synopsis, and author
name. The eBooks can be read online, as well as downloaded in almost all popular formats, such as EPUB, MOBI, and PDF. There are other eReader device specific formats available for download too, and you can also email the eBooks to yourself. Visit Website eReader Device Specific Online eBook Stores Apart from the great eBook sources
discussed above, there are also many online stores that sell free (and of course, paid) eBooks specifically for the eReader devices that they are related to. And it goes without saying that to read the free eBooks sourced from these online stores, you need to have the respective eBook reader device as well 14. Amazon Kindle Probably the most popular
eBook reader devices out there, Amazon’s Kindle line is a great way to access Amazon’s huge library of eBooks. All you have to do is go to the Kindle store, and search for “free eBooks.” The Amazon Kindle library has over 32,000 free eBooks, covering everything from Action & Adventure to Travel. Simply download, and sync/download the eBooks to
your Kindle device, and Amazon account. Visit Website 15. Barnes & Noble Nook Have a Nook eBook reader device? Then you also have access to the incredible collection of free (and paid) eBook titles from Barnes & Noble. Go to the Nook store, search for “free eBooks,” and you’ll find thousands of great free titles, spanning across categories/genres
like Biography, Literature, Philosophy, Travel, and much more. The free eBooks can be synced/downloaded to your Nook device, and are automatically saved to your Barnes & Noble account. Visit Website 16. Kobo If you're having one of the awesome Kobo eBook reader devices, you can check out the great collection of free (and paid) eBooks
available on the Kobo store. There are titles available across nearly all genres, such as Mysteries & Thrillers, Sci-Fi & Fantasy, and a lot more. Once you’'ve found what you’re looking for, simply hit the Add To Library button, and the eBook will be downloaded/synced to your Kobo eReader device. As simple as that! Visit Website Bonus: Reddit’s Free
eBooks Thread Craving for even more eBook goodness? Then you have to check out the absolutely amazing Free eBooks thread on Reddit. It’s a near-daily updated source of some really great free eBooks that you can download legally, having titles across all genres and subject categories. It also includes links to even more sources of Free eBooks.
SEE ALSO: Top 15 Epub Readers For Windows All Pumped Up To Start Reading? With so many great online sources providing access to an overwhelming number of great free eBooks, there’s never been a better time to get into reading. Want some nice fiction reads? Check out Smashwords, Bookbub, or Project Gutenberg. Looking for academic
texts? Go for Hathi Trust or Bookboon. And if you have one of those cool eBook reader devices, you already know where to look. So check all these sources, and I'm sure you’ll find something great to read. Know of some other nice free eBook sources that could’ve been included in the list? Shout out in the comments below. In the digital age, access to
knowledge and literature has never been easier. Whether you’re a student, researcher, or casual reader, these 30 legal websites offer millions of free books across genres to download. Below, we break down each site’s official URL, copyright compliance, and pros/cons to help you build your digital library ethically and affordably.URL.:

Compliance: Hosts high-quality public domain classics. Users must verify local copyright laws before downloading.Pros: Mobile-friendly design; no ads.Cons: Limited to older classics; no audiobooks.URL: Compliance: Mix of public domain and original works. Requires registration; limits downloads to 1 book/month for free users.Pros: Diverse genres;
includes audiobooks.Cons: Aggressive ads; premium upsells. URL: Compliance: Curates public domain and Creative Commons titles. Partners with Project Gutenberg.Pros: User-friendly; multilingual options.Cons: Some outdated sections; limited new releases.URL: Compliance: Volunteer-read audiobooks of public domain works.Pros: Free
audiobooks; community-driven.Cons: Inconsistent narration quality. URL: Compliance: Hosts public domain and licensed works. Offers controlled digital lending.Pros: Vast multimedia library; rare manuscripts.Cons: Cluttered interface; slow downloads.URL: Compliance: Promotes free/discounted books from publishers.Pros: Bestseller deals; email
alerts.Cons: Limited to promotions; requires account.URL: Compliance: Borrows books via controlled digital lending. Linked to Internet Archive.Pros: Catalogues every published book; editable entries.Cons: Borrowing limits; some titles unavailable.URL: Compliance: Offers free textbooks and business eBooks with ads.Pros: Focus on education; ad-
supported model.Cons: Ad interruptions; limited genres.URL: Compliance: Mix of public domain and original works.Pros: Clean interface; customizable fonts.Cons: Paid content mixed with free.URL: Compliance: Self-published works; authors retain rights.Pros: Indie authors; multiple formats.Cons: Variable quality; no audiobooks.URL.:

Compliance: Public domain only. Users outside the U.S. must check local laws.Pros: 75,000+ titles; no registration.Cons: Mostly pre-1920s works; limited languages.URL: Compliance: Offers previews and full public domain books.Pros: Advanced search; integrates with Google services.Cons: Mixed free/paid content; limited downloads.URL:
Compliance: Focuses on free tech/engineering books.Pros: Academic focus; updated frequently.Cons: Niche audience; ads.URL: Compliance: Aggregates links to free eBooks; verify sources.Pros: Massive collection; multiple languages.Cons: Broken links; unclear copyright status.URL: Compliance: Curates free eBooks; some may require
permissions.Pros: Updated daily; diverse categories.Cons: Redirects to external sites.URL: Compliance: Links to free books; verify legality per country.Pros: Wide range of topics.Cons: Outdated interface; ads.URL: Compliance: Specializes in free computer science books.Pros: Categorized by topic; no registration.Cons: Cluttered layout.URL:
Compliance: Hosts pirated content; use with extreme caution.Pros: Extensive academic resources.Cons: Illegal in many countries; ethical concerns.URL: Compliance: Recommends books; some free titles via authors/publishers.Pros: Community reviews; reading lists.Cons: Limited free downloads.URL: Compliance: Original works from authors; free
with registration.Pros: Unique content; no ads.Cons: Small collection.URL: Compliance: Free trial for tech/professional books.Pros: High-quality tech content.Cons: Subscription required after trial. URL: Compliance: Hosts a mix of public domain and copyrighted material.Pros: Massive PDF library; no registration.Cons: Legal gray area; ads.URL:
Compliance: Mirrors controversial libraries like LibGen.Pros: Extensive database.Cons: Legal risks; ethical issues.URL: Compliance: Public domain and user-uploaded content.Pros: Fast downloads; clean interface.Cons: Unclear copyright for some files.URL: Compliance: User-uploaded documents; verify legality.Pros: Niche academic

papers.Cons: Risky copyright status.URL: Compliance: Academic and professional documents; some pirated.Pros: Technical resources.Cons: Legal ambiguity.URL: Compliance: Controversial; hosts copyrighted books illegally.Pros: Vast collection.Cons: High legal risk; domain changes frequently. URL: Compliance: Notorious for pirated
bestsellers.Pros: Popular titles.Cons: Illegal; site was often taken down.Public Domain Focus: Sites like Project Gutenberg and Planet eBook prioritize classics with expired copyrights.Borrowing Models: Open Library and Internet Archive use digital lending for copyrighted works.Indie & Self-Published: Smashwords and BookBub highlight emerging
authors.Controversial Platforms: LibGen, Z Library, and Ocean of PDF host copyrighted content; use with extreme caution.From timeless classics to modern indie gems, these 30 websites democratize access to literature. Always verify a site’s copyright compliance to stay on the right side of the law. Prioritize ethical platforms like Project Gutenberg
or Open Library, and avoid illegal repositories to support authors and publishers. Happy reading!- Advertisement -Page 2 In the digital age, access to knowledge and literature has never been easier. Whether you’re a student, researcher, or casual reader, these 30 legal websites offer millions of free books across genres to download. Below, we break
down each site’s official URL, copyright compliance, and pros/cons to help you build your digital library ethically and affordably. URL: Copyright Compliance: Hosts high-quality public domain classics. Users must verify local copyright laws before downloading. Pros: Mobile-friendly design; no ads. Cons: Limited to older classics; no audiobooks. URL:
Copyright Compliance: Mix of public domain and original works. Requires registration; limits downloads to 1 book/month for free users. Pros: Diverse genres; includes audiobooks. Cons: Aggressive ads; premium upsells. URL: Copyright Compliance: Curates public domain and Creative Commons titles. Partners with Project Gutenberg. Pros: User-
friendly; multilingual options. Cons: Some outdated sections; limited new releases. URL: Copyright Compliance: Volunteer-read audiobooks of public domain works. Pros: Free audiobooks; community-driven. Cons: Inconsistent narration quality. URL: Copyright Compliance: Hosts public domain and licensed works. Offers controlled digital lending.
Pros: Vast multimedia library; rare manuscripts. Cons: Cluttered interface; slow downloads. URL: Copyright Compliance: Promotes free/discounted books from publishers. Pros: Bestseller deals; email alerts. Cons: Limited to promotions; requires account. URL: Copyright Compliance: Borrows books via controlled digital lending. Linked to Internet
Archive. Pros: Catalogues every published book; editable entries. Cons: Borrowing limits; some titles unavailable. URL: Copyright Compliance: Offers free textbooks and business eBooks with ads. Pros: Focus on education; ad-supported model. Cons: Ad interruptions; limited genres. URL: Copyright Compliance: Mix of public domain and original
works. Pros: Clean interface; customizable fonts. Cons: Paid content mixed with free. URL: Copyright Compliance: Self-published works; authors retain rights. Pros: Indie authors; multiple formats. Cons: Variable quality; no audiobooks. URL: Copyright Compliance: Public domain only. Users outside the U.S. must check local laws. Pros: 75,000+
titles; no registration. Cons: Mostly pre-1920s works; limited languages. URL: Copyright Compliance: Offers previews and full public domain books. Pros: Advanced search; integrates with Google services. Cons: Mixed free/paid content; limited downloads. URL: Copyright Compliance: Focuses on free tech/engineering books. Pros: Academic focus;
updated frequently. Cons: Niche audience; ads. URL: Copyright Compliance: Aggregates links to free eBooks; verify sources. Pros: Massive collection; multiple languages. Cons: Broken links; unclear copyright status. URL: Copyright Compliance: Curates free eBooks; some may require permissions. Pros: Updated daily; diverse categories.

Cons: Redirects to external sites. URL: Copyright Compliance: Links to free books; verify legality per country. Pros: Wide range of topics. Cons: Outdated interface; ads. URL: Copyright Compliance: Specializes in free computer science books. Pros: Categorized by topic; no registration. Cons: Cluttered layout. URL: Copyright Compliance: Hosts
pirated content; use with extreme caution. Pros: Extensive academic resources. Cons: Illegal in many countries; ethical concerns. URL: Copyright Compliance: Recommends books; some free titles via authors/publishers. Pros: Community reviews; reading lists. Cons: Limited free downloads. URL: Copyright Compliance: Original works from authors;
free with registration. Pros: Unique content; no ads. Cons: Small collection. URL: Copyright Compliance: Free trial for tech/professional books. Pros: High-quality tech content. Cons: Subscription required after trial. URL: Copyright Compliance: Hosts a mix of public domain and copyrighted material. Pros: Massive PDF library; no registration.

Cons: Legal gray area; ads. URL: Copyright Compliance: Mirrors controversial libraries like LibGen. Pros: Extensive database. Cons: Legal risks; ethical issues. URL: Copyright Compliance: Public domain and user-uploaded content. Pros: Fast downloads; clean interface. Cons: Unclear copyright for some files. URL: Copyright Compliance: User-
uploaded documents; verify legality. Pros: Niche academic papers. Cons: Risky copyright status. URL: Copyright Compliance: Academic and professional documents; some pirated. Pros: Technical resources. Cons: Legal ambiguity. URL: Copyright Compliance: Controversial; hosts copyrighted books illegally. Pros: Vast collection. Cons: High legal
risk; domain changes frequently. URL: Copyright Compliance: Notorious for pirated bestsellers. Pros: Popular titles. Cons: Illegal; site was often taken down. Public Domain Focus: Sites like Project Gutenberg and Planet eBook prioritize classics with expired copyrights. Borrowing Models: Open Library and Internet Archive use digital lending for
copyrighted works. Indie & Self-Published: Smashwords and BookBub highlight emerging authors. Controversial Platforms: LibGen, Z Library, and Ocean of PDF host copyrighted content; use with extreme caution. From timeless classics to modern indie gems, these 30 websites democratize access to literature. Always verify a site’s copyright
compliance to stay on the right side of the law. Prioritize ethical platforms like Project Gutenberg or Open Library, and avoid illegal repositories to support authors and publishers. Happy reading! You can find many free books online using library apps like Libby and digital book archives like Project Gutenberg. Hollis Johnson; Alyssa Powell/Insider
This story is available exclusively to Business Insider subscribers. Become an Insider and start reading now. It's great to support authors by directly buying their books. But if buying every exciting bestseller isn't realistic for you, many authors are the first to say that cost should never be the reason you miss out on great books. I have to say this. Do
NOT apologize for getting my book from the library. I love libraries. They are vital sources of community building, knowledge gathering, and resource sharing. I am honored any & every time you reads my work using their services. Stop apologizing, Loves ¥ Public libraries have existed to increase accessibility to knowledge and benefit the public
since the 18th century (though this last year forced closures across the nation). Luckily, you can find the same books for free online (and even browse your local library's shelves via apps) if you know where to look. Below, you'll find six places where you can read free books online, from Project Gutenberg and thousands of books in the public domain
(which tend to be classics) to digitized open libraries where you can borrow and download books for free. And if a book sparks a new interest, you can also find free online courses from some of the best universities in the world, too. The 6 best places to find free books online: Libby Project Gutenberg OverDrive Open Library LibriVox Digital Public
Library While you'll find the best combination of title choices and helpful or unique features above, you can also find free books through Wikisource (a now inactive catalog of texts ranging from "The Art of War" to "Sherlock Holmes"), and some on Amazon through Kindle's free popular classics. A white circle with a black border surrounding a chevron
pointing up. It indicates 'click here to go back to the top of the page.' From inspiration for our next business investment to a leisurely vacation read, books can transport us to another world and open our minds. Books also help us to develop our social skills and can prevent cognitive decline and boost sleep quality. Moreover, scheduling just 30
minutes of daily reading time can lower blood pressure and heart rate as effectively as taking a yoga class. With an estimated 1.1 billion ebook users by 2027, many people have already swapped the classic paperback for eBooks or other online resources. After over 200 the FBI seized multiple Z-Library domains in 2022, you may be wondering how to
download books for free. Here are 10 of the hottest free book apps and websites for your reading pleasure. 1. The Open Library First up is the Open Library, a non-profit organization run by the California State Library. The Open Library is a global catalog for book metadata, aptly named because it encourages users to contribute to its resources.
Hosting over 2 million digitized books, The Open Library is free and open to anyone, although some features require an account. Users can also personalize their experience with the site by creating reading lists, notes, a public profile, and compiling personal statistics about their reading. Anyone can contribute to the Open Library by sending books to
be digitized by their parent organization, the Internet Archive. 2. Project Gutenberg Offering over 60,000 eBooks, Project Gutenberg makes books for which the US copyright has already expired available. Project Gutenberg was founded in 1971 and is one of the oldest and most popular websites for free ebooks. The website is free and does not
require a user account or additional plugin. Users can contribute to this fantastic source by helping to digitize, proofread, and format eBooks. 3. Free Computer Books Free Computer Books is a directory of links to specialist free ebooks from all over the world. Computer programmers, data scientists, and engineers will be in their element as they can
access books and information for a range of computer-related topics. Free Computer Books provides resources for computer experts, newbies, and everyone in between, making it a valuable tool for all levels. 4. ManyBooks Established in 2004, ManyBooks strives to provide a vast range of digital books to download for free. With something for
everyone, ManyBooks offers classic and alternative books in interesting genres. The site also gives self-publishing authors a chance to introduce and promote their books, helping new and seasoned writers gain publicity. With new material added daily, ManyBooks is the ultimate place to download books for free. 5. Librivox If you want to download
free audiobooks, look no further. Founded in 2005, Librivox offers over 18,000 audiobooks in 47 languages, making it the ideal place for audiobook fans to listen to their favorite books for free. The site is an audio volunteer project in which Librivox volunteers work hard to release high-quality recordings of classic books. As audiobooks are usually
quite costly, downloading audiobooks from Librivox saves users money while giving back to the community. 6. Google Play Books Google has also jumped on the e-reading bandwagon with its online library of digital books, Google Play Books. The site requires a Google account to start, however users can access hundreds of free and paid books online.
With Google Play Books, users can save their favorite reads in an online account and even read books offline for free. 7. Feedbooks Another outstanding source of free reading material, Feedbooks offers thousands of books in various genres. Feedbooks lets users filter books by categories without requiring a user account. The site offers free and paid
ebooks for download for access whenever, wherever. 8. PDF Drive PDF Drive is a search engine for books in PDF format. From self-development, health and fitness, and lifestyle to parenting, PDF Drive offers unlimited downloads for avid readers to enjoy. The site boasts over 75 million ebooks, magazines, and articles for users to preview before they
download. Readers can even sign up for an email newsletter to receive notifications of top trending books. 9. Obooko Launched in 2010, Obooko strives to make books accessible to everyone around the world. Users can choose from over 3,000 free ebooks to read or instant download on any digital device. Moreover, the site lets users browse by genre
and specific book categories. All Obooko books are legally licensed and quality-checked for added peace of mind. 10. Smashwords With over 100,000 free ebooks, Smashwords aims to serve readers one digital book at a time. The site was launched in 2009 and offers a range of paid and free books for download. Moreover, writers can also self-publish
their books for sale or free download on Smashwords. The company prides itself on creating a reader- and author-friendly environment that offers a simple and easy-to-use website. Conclusion Technology has touched and transformed almost every part of our lives, including how we read. eBooks are portable and convenient, allowing readers to
expand their knowledge while on the go. Downloading eBooks is better for the environment and saves shelf space in our homes as one device can hold multiple books, letting readers enjoy books in clutter-free surroundings. Moreover, most eBook websites allow users to search for new books by category, language, and cost, which helps to streamline
the pursuit of new reading material. If you have not yet experienced the world of e-reading, check out our top-10 website picks today.Stay Updated: Don't miss out on the latest updates and insights—join our exclusive Acer Corner Email Digest. For details on how to subscribe, please follow these steps. It’s a simple way to keep informed directly
through your inbox! Jeni is a translator and writer based in Taiwan. She is passionate about business development and loves helping companies enter international markets. She is fluent in English, German, and Mandarin Chinese, and combines these with her industry experience to provide practical market entry solutions. Christine Romero-Chan /
Digital Trends Reading is a pastime that has only benefited from the expansion of smart devices like phones, tablets, and e-book readers. No longer chained to the confines of flimsy paperbacks and weighty hardcovers, you can carry your favorite reads on any number of your devices without worrying about weighing yourself down, damaging the
fragile paper, or just losing them. There’s also no shortage of e-books to read, with nearly every bestseller and classic now available in a digital format for your perusing pleasure. But free e-books? That’s a different ballgame altogether, and finding them can be on the tougher side. Thankfully, there are a number of apps and websites that either
specialize in providing free e-books or have sections where you can find them. While you’re unlikely to find the latest bestsellers for free, you are likely to find some public domain classics and some newer, but less well-known titles. Go find your next read with the help of one of these services. Amazon Joe Maring / Digital Trends The king of the e-book
reader is, unsurprisingly, one of the most popular ways to get a hold of free books. It’s also one of the best ways to get free e-books for a Kindle since they’ll be delivered straight to your device, unlike with a number of these other apps and websites. Finding free books on Amazon isn’t the easiest process in the world, but it’s also far from the most
difficult. If you're using the website, then you can head to a category of books, then select Best sellers, then Top 100 free to see a breakdown of the most popular titles in that particular category. You can also search for “free books” to find a list you can look through or narrow down to a certain category. It’s also possible to do this on the Amazon app,
but keep in mind you can’t currently purchase e-books through the app due to disputes with Google and Apple. It’s also worth mentioning there are Amazon services that furnish you with free books. Kindle Unlimited is a subscription service that gives you access to a vast range of e-books, as does Prime Reading as part of the Amazon Prime
subscription. While neither is technically free, Prime Reading is a good bonus if you're already subscribed to Amazon Prime, while Kindle Unlimited may be worth it for people who can read through multiple books a month or even a week. Amazon is a solid way to get hold of free books, but it has some downsides. As you’d expect, it only really works
for Kindle devices and the Kindle app, and you won’t be able to easily download these book files to send them to another device. It also requires an Amazon account and a checkout process of sorts, even if you're not paying anything. Oddly, it’s also not particularly easy to find free books on the Kindle itself, as the storefront doesn’t really have the best
browsing options. Kindle Unlimited Prime Reading Free Books on Amazon Project Gutenberg Project Gutenberg is the place the go for free downloadable classics. The website, which stretches back to 1971, is the world’s oldest digital library and hosts over 70,000 titles. It’s the best place to look for titles in the public domain, and it’s here you’ll find a
bunch of downloads for older classics, like Moby Dick, the collected works of Shakespeare, and even a lot of Agatha Christie’s books. The downloads are available in a number of formats, including simple EPUB files, as well as files tweaked to work on Amazon Kindles. The sheer amount of file types on offer can be a little confusing, though. Do you
want the EPUB3, EPUB, or Kindle formats? Or is reading online better? And while you can find books in other languages here, most are in English. Some titles may also not be free to download outside of the U.S., so it’'s sometimes not that straightforward. Finally, if you want an app, there’s no app here, as it only works as a website. However, if
you're looking for an older classic, then this is where you should go first. Project Gutenberg Google Play Books Google Play Books is often seen as the poor cousin of Amazon’s Kindle service, but it’s nothing of the sort. If you’'re looking to pivot away from Amazon’s seemingly all-encompassing monolith, then Google Play Books is a good alternative. It
has a massive selection of e-books in general, but you can also find some great free options if you know where to look. The first and principal place to find free books is the app’s home page. Scroll down to the eBook charts to can find a category marked Free. Here, you’ll find the top 100 e-books that have been added to other people’s libraries, giving
you a useful barometer of popularity. If none of these tickle your fancy, or if you're looking for something in another genre, your options are unfortunately a little more limited. You can search for “free [genre]” to find books, or just search for your desired genre and then select Free from the price filter. There’s no dedicated “free” section to browse,
unfortunately. However, there’s another big plus here, and it’s the selection of free audiobooks on offer. Yes, free audiobooks. They’'re “auto-generated”, so not read by people, and are limited to just classics in the public domain. But that includes books you may have always wanted to read, like Dracula and Frankenstein, or non-fiction like The Prince.
Since they’re not read by a human, but a computer-generated voice, there’s a touch of uncanny valley about it, but if you can stomach that, this is a great option. Downsides for Google Play Books include the aforementioned difficulty in finding free titles, but also keep in mind that it can be tough to get these titles onto e-book readers. Unless your e-
book reader allows for third-party apps, you're going to have to find a way to download the files and send them to your e-book reader of choice. Also, you'll need a Google account to use and access the app. Google Play Books website Google Play Books Android app Google Play Books iOS app Libby The best way to get free books is from your local
library — but it’s not like you can just walk in and take out a digital e-book. But what you can do is use Libby to borrow e-books from your local library using your library card. Libby is replacing the service previously known as OverDrive and functions much the same way. Get a library card from your local library and then sign up for Libby. Enter your
library card details, and presto — it will let you know which books are available for loan. It’s simple and free, and if you're in the U.S., it links up to Amazon Kindles, making it even easier to read them. There are some problems with Libby, of course. If you're not in the U.S. or don’t have a Kindle, then you’re restricted to reading your books using the
Libby app, which may not be to your tastes or as easy as using an e-book reader. As it’s a library copy, there’s also a restricted number of licenses, meaning you may have to wait to get hold of a book, especially if it’s in demand. Libby has some shortcomings that can make it a bit of a tougher sell, but if it’s free books you’re after, and you already have
a compatible library card, then it costs you nothing to sign up and check out what you can get. Libby website Libby Android app Libby iOS app ManyBooks ManyBooks offers exactly what the name implies: It has many books, and they come from a wide variety of genres and times. ManyBooks offers over 50,000 titles on its website, and while there’s
the usual selection of public domain classics to pick from, you’ll also find a whole heap of books from newer authors. You can download each book in multiple formats, so you can transfer them to your e-book reader, or you can read them using ManyBook’s online reader instead. You’ll need a free account to download, or you'll be sent over to Amazon
instead, in which case you’ll need an Amazon account. Also, contrary to what the website states, not all of the books are available for free. However, those books are clearly marked and often available at a low price anyway, so it’s easy to forgive. ManyBooks website ManyBooks Android app ManyBooks iOS app Open Library The Internet Archive
holds a lot of great e-books, but it lacks an easy way of browsing those titles — and that’s why we have Open Library. Open Library pulls from the Internet Archive and presents it in a way that’s a lot more user-friendly and easy to browse. There are tons of titles here to pick from, including all the usual public domain classics, as well as some seriously
famous books up for grabs — including A Game of Thrones by George R. R. Martin and Deep Six by Clive Cussler. Granted, these more famous titles will only be available on a borrowing basis, but they are there and available if you want them. Multiple download formats are available, and you can also search by language, which is a nice addition.
However, it can be hard to find books available in your language, as sometimes a book will be listed as available, but only be borrowable in Spanish. This is fine if you speak Spanish, but not great if you don’t. Still, it’s definitely worth having on your radar. There are apps available for Android and iOS. Open Library website Open Library Android app
Open Library iOS app LibriVox Books aren’t the only way to read, and audiobooks are rapidly gaining interest for those who want a way to keep reading their favorite books while driving, walking, or doing chores. Getting free audiobooks can be a bit of a challenge, though, which is why it’s nice that LibriVox exists. LibriVox offers free audiobooks in a
range of genres and languages. It’s especially good for children’s books, and while you’re again relying on public domain titles, it’s nice to have such a massive number of titles available for free. It’s volunteer-run, which is why audiobooks can be offered for free. However, that’s a double-edged sword as quality can vary from book to book, with much
depending on the individual skill of the volunteer who read that specific book. This can make it a bit of a tougher sell than you might originally think, but if you find the right audiobook, then all is forgiven. There’s a website and an app for Android and iOS. Librivox website LibriVox Android app LibriVox iOS app Free-ebooks.net Another website that
does exactly what it says on the tin, Free-ebooks.net offers, well, free e-books. There’s a massive selection to choose from here, with options ranging from classics to a whole bunch of newer titles you've probably never heard of. This wide variety also comes with some audiobooks as well, really boosting the options available to you. The catch? You’ll
need to register for free, and you can only download five books per month. That’ll be fine if you're a slower reader, but if you devour books, then you’ll need to get more of your fix from elsewhere, too. Free-ebooks.net website eBooks.com While eBooks.com is technically a marketplace, it doesn’t shy away from offering a bunch of books for free. Four
hundred of them, to be exact, which is enough to keep even the most avid and active reader busy for a little while. They’re available to download or read online, though it’s worth keeping in mind that all of these free e-books come as an ACSM file, which means they’re locked down pretty tight with DRM and can only be read using Adobe’s software on
a Mac or PC, or by using one of eBooks.com’s recommended reading apps on mobile. That’s a disappointment, but since you’re getting some solid free e-books, it’s hard to complain that they require a few small hoops to jump through. eBooks.com website eBooks.com Android reader app eBooks.com iOS reader app Authorama There’s something to be
said for the benefits of quick and dirty, and Authorama is both of those. It’s stocked with pretty much just public domain books, but they’re well reproduced and high quality. The website itself is extremely simple and bare-bones to the extreme — it’s just a white space with an alphabetical list of titles. As a result, it’s very easy to use; just scroll down
the list and find what you want. The downsides? There aren’t very many options to pick from, and it lacks many books from languages other than English. It’s also not much to look at, and there are no advanced search features to be found here. It’s also largely restricted to just reading from the website, which can be a chore. But even with these
downsides, it’s a good catalog of free books. Authorama website Mark Jansen is an avid follower of everything that beeps, bloops, or makes pretty lights. He has a degree in Ancient & Medieval History, which obviously makes him a shoo-in to write about technology for a living. He currently contributes to the Mobile section on Digital Trends, with a
particular emphasis and expertise on exploring the weirder side of smartphones, from tiny rugged phones to massive gaming phones. You'll most often find him seeking out leaks and rumors on upcoming devices, and playing with a variety of new apps for both Android and iOS.






