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Longhaired cats are incredibly popular as pets, being soft, silky and strokable, as well as beautiful to look at! Longhaired cats may seem highly appealing to the potential cat owner, but caring for a longhaired cat can be rather more involved than caring for their shorthaired counterparts. The fur of a longhaired cat will generally require daily attention
to keep them looking in tiptop condition and to ensure that they remain happy and healthy. If you are considering buying a longhaired cat, it is important to make sure that you understand that their care requirements are a little different from that of other cats. While all cats are generally fastidious about their grooming, domestic cats kept indoors or
on an indoor/outdoor basis will shed their coats seasonally twice a year, which for a longhaired cat, can lead to a significant amount of fur floating loose around the house, something that not every pet owner will be happy with! The fur of a longhaired cat will also of course be much more prone to matting and knotting than that of shorthaired cats,
which is why daily grooming with a brush and a comb is important. As well as this, ingestion of large quantities of fur, something that can occur if a cat is shedding their fur and is not groomed enough, can lead to the formation of hairballs in the digestive tract. Hairballs are often regurgitated within the home, which can of course be rather messy; but
this is better than the alternative, a significant ball of hair building up in the stomach, which will eventually harden and potentially cause a serious obstruction that may require surgical removal. If you are confident that a longhaired cat is a good choice for you and that you have the time and dedication required to care for their coat as well as their
other needs, the next step to take is deciding what kind of longhaired cat you might like to own. Read on for our list of ten of the most popular longhaired cat breeds within the UK. The Persian The Persian cat is not only the most popular longhaired cat kept in the UK, but it is also the most popular pedigree cat breed overall! The Persian has a long,
silky coat and distinctively squashed face, which in extreme cases may lead to problems with the respiratory system or the eyes, something that the prospective Persian cat owner should be aware of. An alternative variety of Persian cat, the doll face Persian, has the old-style traditional confirmation of the breed, with a less squashed-up face and
potentially, less associated health problems. The Ragdoll The Ragdoll cat is a large and very popular cat breed, renowned for their affectionate natures as well as their beautiful coats. Ragdoll cats are often very trusting and not very streetwise, and are sometimes kept as indoor-only cats for this reason. The Ragdoll cat got its name from its tendency
to go totally limp and relax in the arms of their carer or in a comfortable lap, taking on the mannerisms of a rag doll ! British Longhair The British Longhair breed is sometimes known as the Highlander, and originated in Great Britain from the crossbreeding of various other popular longhaired breeds. They are medium sized with a fairly stout build,
and live a fairly sedentary lifestyle, making them well suited to living in smaller homes and apartments. Birman The Birman cat has a medium-long coat that is usually white or cream in the body, with colourpoint markings similar to the Siamese cat. The Birman cat is not, as many people often think, a longhaired version of the Burmese cat; the two
breeds are in fact totally unrelated! Maine Coon The Maine Coon hails from Maine in Americas New England region, and is one of the oldest known cat breeds in the world. Maine Coon cats are generally on the large side, and fairly independent and assertive! They are generally good with dogs and other animals, and their coats are easier to care for
than many other longhaired breeds. Norwegian Forest Cat The Norwegian Forest Cat is another large breed, sometimes weighing in at as much as twice the weight of the average domestic cat! They love the outdoors, are very agile, and are often prolific hunters. They have a calm disposition and are very intelligent, often enjoying interactive play and
lots of stimulation. Turkish Angora The Turkish Angora is one of the oldest longhaired cat breed in the world, and they certainly have the softest coats! Many popular modern longhaired cat breeds are thought to have originated from crossbreeding with Turkish Angora cats. They are long legged, elegant and graceful. The Turkish Angora comes in
various colour variations, but the most common and popular colour is pure white. Turkish Van Another beautiful longhaired Turkish cat, the Van originates from around the shores of Lake Van in Turkey, and as well as its large size, distinctive good looks and warm personality, has one distinctive trait that sets them apart from the vast majority of other
cat breeds; these cats actually love water and many of them are keen swimmers! Balinese The Balinese cat is thought to be related to the popular shorthaired Siamese, and is generally available in the same colourpoint variations as Siamese cats. They have a single layered silky coat that makes grooming relatively easy, with a long and distinctive
plumed tail. Siberian The Siberian or Siberian Forest Cat hails from Russia, where its long coat evolved to protect it from the harsh, cold winters of the Siberian region. It is believed to be one of the main ancestors of most other long haired cat breeds, alongside of the Turkish Angora. The Siberians coat grows in three layers, which means that a
reasonable amount of attention must be paid to its grooming. However the Siberian cat is often considered to be a good pick for allergy sufferers, as it is thought that their skin produces less of the Fel d1 protein chain than most other cat breeds, which is considered to be one of the main allergen triggers in people.Our feline friends come in all
different shapes, sizesand even fur lengths! From long coats to fluffy heads of hair, these kitties coats feature unique textures and patterns we cant get enough of. Get to know these 11 long-haired cat breeds and learn how to best take care of their magnificent manes.#1. BirmanKnown to many as the Sacred Cat of Burma, the Birman is a kitty with a
mystifying past. While some legends say the Birman was once a companion to Burmese priests in ancient temples, others believe this breed originated on the coast of France. Despite their questionable history, there are no doubts when it comes to recognizing the Birman. With long fur and famous white gloves on each paw, this cat is sure to stand
out! Coat Maintenance: Although their silky fur is long, the Birman has no undercoat, which means they are less prone to matting. Weekly brushing will help keep their coat healthy and shiny. #2: Siberian Forest CatThe Siberian Forest Cat is a champion of the cold! Originally from Siberia, this long-hair cat breed has a dense coat that is made up of
three layers to get through the harsh Russian winter. It is a common assumption that more fur leads to more allergies, however, many breeders will claim that Siberians are a hypoallergenic cat breed. That is because this feline naturally produces lower levels of Fel d 1, which is a protein responsible for cat allergies. Coat Maintenance: Because the
Siberian has three layers of fur, they require daily grooming to help prevent mats. Use a cat slicker brushon this kitty to keep their fur healthy, clean, and looking good!#3: PersianBack in ancient Mesopotamia, this feline was cherished for their long hair, flat face, and snub nose. In fact, they quickly became many royals preferred breed. Fast-forward
to the 19th century and even Queen Victoria famously adored her Persian cats. Today, this breed is appreciated for its gentle, loving energy, which is why it remains popular many years later. The Persian cat really does deserve the royal treatment!Coat Maintenance: The Persians coat is prone to matting, so you will want to properly groom your catto
help prevent mats and keep their fur knot-free. #4: RagdollWith their fluffy coats and docile demeanor, theres so much to love about the Ragdoll! This feline comes from California, where they were bred as cuddly cats. In fact, the reason they are named Ragdolls is because this kitty will notoriously go limp when you pick them up! Whether they are
flopped over in your lap or blissfully bathing in a sunspot, the Ragdoll is an affectionate companion to have around. Coat Maintenance: Although they have a lot of fur, this kitty is less prone to matting than other cat breeds with long hair. Spend some extra-special quality time together each week by brushing your Ragdoll with a grooming mittto help
remove loose hair. #5: Norwegian Forest CatWhile they may look like a mystical forest creature, this long-hair cat breed is just a friendly feline! As their name suggests, the Norwegian Forest Cat is an ancient breed native to the forests of Norway. Today, this independent kittys wild nature still shines through their big personality. Norwegian Forest
Cats are very good climbers and will often explore around the home, so its best to provide them with a safe place to do so.Coat Maintenance: The Norwegian Forest Cats coat can come in a variety of colors and patterns, including calico! It is extremely dense to adapt to the cold Scandinavian weather. Daily brushing will help keep mats and knots away
for a clean, tamed look.#6: HimalayanThis feline is full of mystery! While some registries classify this Himalayan as a type of Siamese cat, others believe this breed is a Siamese-Persian hybrid. Regardless, several registries still consider the Himalayan as their own unique breed. While you may assume this kitty comes from the famous Asian mountain
range, its likely this cat was first bred in the United States! The reason they are deemed Himalayans is because of their distinct coloration, which resembles a Himalayan rabbit. Coat Maintenance: Many long-haired cat breeds are more susceptible to developing hairballs, including the Himalayan. In addition to daily grooming, you may want to
consider giving your cat a hairball control supplementto help prevent the formation of hairballs. RELATED: Help! My Cat is Getting Hairballs#7: Maine CoonThe Maine Coon breed has been growing in popularity (and maybe even size) over the last few years. This gentle giant is considered one of the largest cat breeds! In fact, the world's longest cat
was a Maine Coon who reached 123 centimeters in length, according to Guinness World Records. This highly sociable feline is loved for so many reasonsincluding their dog-like qualities, such as a fascination with water and tendency to vocally express themselves. Coat Maintenance: Although the Maine Coon has a dense coat, they only require
regular grooming to keep their coat healthy. #8: Turkish VanlIf you think all cats hate waterwell, think again! The Turkish Van is famously nicknamed the swimming cat because of their fascination with water and tendency to takes dips. This rare cat breed is originally from Lake Van in Turkey, where they supposedly would cool off in the lake during
the hot summer months. They even have a waterproof coat, which makes swimming the perfect summer activity for this kitty!Coat Maintenance: If you do have a Turkish Van that likes to test the waters, be sure to give your cat a bathafterward to clean any germs from their skin.#9: Balineself the Balinese looks familiar, thats because you might know
their short-haired relativethe Siamese cat! This purebred originated because of a natural mutation that caused the Siamese to grow longer fur. While the Siamese is a small cat breedthat typically stays under eight pounds, the Balinese tends to grow a few pounds larger. This feline still sports that famous Siamese coat color and piercing blue eyes,
along with a social (and vocal!) personality. Coat Maintenance: The Balinese have silky fur that usually does not tangle, but weekly brushing will help keep their coat looking shiny and clean. #10: LaPermLaPerm is a fitting name for this kitty and its cute curls! LaPerm cats are a relatively new breed, which resulted from a naturally occurring genetic
mutation that caused their wavy hair. While there are only a few curly-coated cat breeds, LaPerms are not related to the well-known Devon Rex or Cornish Rex. In addition to their famous looks, this feline also has a big personality. LaPerms are known for mischievous behaviors, often seeing what they can get into around the house. Coat Maintenance:
If youre giving your LaPerm a bath, be sure to use a cat-friendly shampooand pat their body dry with a towel rather than a blow-dryer to keep their curls intact.#11: American Bobtaills the American Bobtail really part bobcat? Despite similar physical features, the American Bobtail is fully domestic and no part big cat. Their bobbed tail is actually due
to a natural genetic mutationnot a strange crossbreeding incident. This long-hair cat breed is incredibly athletic and tends to have a stockier build. Despite their wild looks, this kitty has a gentle heart! In fact, American Bobtails are often used as therapy cats.Coat Maintenance: An American Bobtails coat can be prone to matting, so its important to
groom it regularly with a slicker brush.Cat Hair, Don't Care!Theres nothing better than cuddling with a fluffy feline! While they may require more extensive grooming, these long-haired cat breeds will quickly win you over with their stunning looks (and amazing personalities!). Looking for a feline friend who wont leave fur behind everywhere? Check
out this list of cats that dont shed much. Give us a cat with hair! Long beautiful hair! Shining, gleaming, steaming, flaxen, waxen! For long haired cats, the hair goes well past the shoulders. Everyone loves a soft, fluffy kitty cat. They're like plush toys come to life. There are different types of long haired cat breeds. Keep reading for more info on your
hairy little friend. They are pure feline and are not at all related to raccoons despite the resemblance- both in looks and personality! These cats tend to be big boned and well muscled with long, fluffy, brindled fur. Like the raccoon they were named after, they can be clever and a touch mischievous. This is a hefty cat weighing in at twenty pounds
when full grown. You may also take note of the tufted ears and a tail that looks like one big, fluffy feather. Though the Main coon is a lot of big fun, you may find that his meow sounds more like a chirp. Who can resist that sweet little face? TheWegieis just the most adored of long haired cats. She comes from the frigid lands ofScandanaviabut this
friendly feline is sure to warm your heart! To keep her warm,Wegiehas a thick double coat that may change colors with the seasons. Her plumed tail and tufted paws and ears just add to her charm. Though she is ordinarily not a high-maintenance lady, during those times when she sheds she may need combing every day to manage her fancy fur. The
Sacred Cat of Burma will never get a Burma Shave! Think of an extra bushy version of a Siamese with a little white on the front paws. Still has those loves seal points and mesmerizing blue eyes. TheBirmanis playful, spry and intelligent though his somewhat impassive stance may convince you otherwise. He is not as loud as most other cats. You will
find theBirmanisgentle and gregarious, making him a terrific pet for the whole family. One of the Birman's best features is his long, silky coat that doesn't mat easily. The Turkish Angora is the oldest known breed of long haired cat in Europe. She has long, pointed ears and a long fluffy tail. These cats are prone to the groovy mutation (as a young
Professor X once put it) known as heterochromia, meaning one eye may be colored differently from the other. She is an elegant cat with delicate features and a very sociable personality. Like theBirman, her silky coat rarely mat and like theWegieshe tends to be low-maintenance. While the white Angora continues to be popular, other colors and
patterns are starting to come in vogue. Here we have a mutation of the Siamese breed. It looks like a hybrid of a Siamese cat and a mink. Don't mistake his natural grace for aloofness. He is a playful and affectionate soul who is great with children. Unlike his Siamese cousin, the Balinese is quiet and does not vocalize often. His swishy tail is plumed
but tapered. His almond shaped eyes will always be a starling sapphire blue while his point colors may come in seal, chocolate, blue or lilac. He will need a combing twice a week with a steel comb. Raised on promises, she couldn't help thinking that there was a little more to life no, Siri, I said Americancurl! This breed gets her name from having an
unusual set of ears that curl back from the face. The Eve of this breed is a stray queen named Shulamith of Lakewood, California. Nothing is known of Shulamith's pedigree or that of the tom(s) she bred with, but she and her kittens all had a distinctive curl to their ears. While the title character of the aforementioned Tom Petty song is discontented,
the American curl is a homebody who is clever enough to make herself comfortable wherever she is. Here's a glamorous cat with a reputation for being lap candy to those who like to indulge in a big of luxury. This easy going and calm breed just mostly prefers lying aroundto playing and pouncing. They are quite loyal, which ironically became a
drawback when James Bond had to distinguish Blofeld from an imposter. The lush coat can grow up to eight inches long and can have either a silky or cottony texture. The Persian has a cobby body and a large skull with a flat face, which can lead to sinus problems. Check out: A luxury line of Cat Food For the best of the Persian and the Siamese we
have the Himalayan. They revel in attention and affection, and are more playful than the typical Persian and is more adaptable than most cats. However, they don't usually come across as needy. The Himmy is calm and yet hardy, making him a great pet for the family. Unfortunately, he tends to have the Persian's flat face shape rather than the
Siamese's wedge face shape, resulting in sinus problems. The long and fluffy coat requires daily grooming. And here we have a longhair variant of the Abyssinian, which is a shorthair breed of cat. They have supple and well muscled bodies with a full brush of a tail and gold or green eyes. She may look like a fluffy fox and like a fox, she doesn't need
much grooming. Once a week is brushing enough for her. She's clever as a fox too! The fur between her toes make it easier for her to manipulate objects. This is quite a boon for this playful breed who loves climbing and puzzle games. Somali doesn't like to be alone, so make sure she always has a friend of some sort. This breed is so named because of
a tendency to go limp when picked up as well as a high tolerance for hugs. While the Ragdoll is big like the Maine Coon, the Maine Coon is a buddy where Ragdoll is a baby. Though he has a powerful and heavy build, he's a sweetie who wouldn't harm a fly. Every trait of the Ragdoll from his big, blue, innocent eyes to his soft, flowing fur to gentle
demeanor were all chosen to breed the perfect pet. The only drawback of a ragdoll is that he is gentle to the point of helplessness with no danger sense. Right after the domestic short hair, the domestic long hair is the second most popular breed of cat in America. Breed may be the incorrect term as they are not recognized by any major breed registry
as a standardized breed. Due to having a wide gene pool, the domestic long hair is not predisposed to any ailments brought on by heredity. The origins of the domestic long hair are apparently in Western Asia. They were first imported into Europe in the 16th Century. Their first known documentation was in the year 1521 in Italy. The long coat is
speculated to be the result of a recessive mutant gene. If a long haired cat and a short haired cat mate the result is always short haired kittens, however, these kittens carry a long haired gene and may produce long haired kittens when they grow up. Cats of all types came to America on the Mayflower, protecting the early colonist's food from rodents
and other vermin. As more ships from other countries came to America so did more cats, creating the new American breeds such as the domestic long hair. Your domestic long hair will require being brushed at least once a week to get rid of loose hair and keep mats and hairballs from forming. The weight can be anywhere from eleven to twenty-two
pounds with males being a bit on the heavier side. If a domestic long hair has a neck ruff, this can make the head look larger than it really is. Due to being a mix of many different breeds, domestic long hairs can differ to great extent in temperament. However, they are not difficult creatures. A first time owner willing to take twenty minutes out of
their week for grooming should be able to cope. They do have a tendency to be affectionate towards their favorite people. Surprise! Most long haired cats do not shed any more than a short haired cat! This varies by breed, though. Cats with double or triple coats might shed a little more. Long haired cats, of course, will shed longer hairs. A healthy cat
will generally shed twice a year in response to changes in light and temperature. Indoor cats may have this process disrupted. Balinese and Siberian cats do not shed very much. Somali, Maine coon and Persian cats are heavy shedders. A diet rich in the vitamins A and E, fish oils, linoleic acid, omega-3, omega-6 and antioxidants can combat excessive
shedding. Get your cat used to being groomed at an early age. A kitten can be groomed as young as eight weeks. Start on the back with a wire slicker brush. Work your way down. Be gentle and remind her what a good kitty she is. Be particularly gentle if you find a mat. You will usually find mats on her armpits and abdomen, the most sensitive parts
of her body. (Wouldn't you know it?) There are special tools you can use to split it into smaller pieces though a plastic letter opener will suffice. You can then comb a little bit at a time. Give your cat a treat to reward her for her patience. Long haired cats are beautiful animals that can make a happy addition to any home. There are many different
breeds with their own unique appearance and temperament to consider. Grooming a long haired cat yourself is not very difficult and is less stressful both on your cat and your wallet than having a professional groomer do it. While a little biannual shedding is normal, hairballs are not. Long haired cats are more likely to develop hairballs than short
haired cats, however, regular grooming and a moisture rich diet can reduce the risk. Take good care of your fluffy friend and she'll stay fluffy and friendly! Longhair, also called Persian, breed of domestic cat noted for its long, soft, flowing coat. Long-haired cats were originally known as Persians or Angoras.Maine coon. Norwegian Forest Cat. Birman.
Angora. Balinese. American Curl. Persian. Himalayan.Some long-haired cats shed just as much as short hairs. Others shed more, though. Nearly all cats shed. Some long-haired cats doff hair in equal amounts as short-haired cats, but others have double or triple coats that up the shedding ante by sheer (and shear) volume.In general, cat breeds that
originate from colder climates for instance, the Maine Coon and Himalayan cats are more prone to shedding. However, don't be fooled by short hair cats. Even cuties like the short-haired Chartreux can be heavy shedders.Longhaired cats come in a range of sizes, colors, and personalities. Cats with long hair often have an elegant or regal look, with
features like a fluffy mane and tail, ear tufts, and tufts of fur between the toes. And while you might think that cat breeds with long hair will require extensive grooming, thats not the case for all fluffy cats. Here are some of the most popular and unique longhaired cats. Photo by Adobe Stock/Fxquadro Known for a flat face and flowing locks, the
Persian is one of the longest-haired cats. These felines have a mellow disposition and do best in a calm, relaxed household. The breed is known to be affectionate with family members but is sometimes reserved with strangers. Persians come in a range of coat colors, including black, red, and cream. Blue and lilac coat colors are also unique options if
youre looking for a gray longhaired cat.As you would expect of such a fluffy cat breed, Persians need daily grooming to keep their coat and face free of debris and to prevent matting. 2. Himalayan Photo by Adobe Stock/Sherlisa The Himalayan is an affectionate and playful longhaired cat breed created by crossing Persian and Siamese cats. Youll
recognize a Himalayan by the breeds characteristic pointsor areas of darker shadingon the ears, nose, feet, and tail. The points contrast with the breeds cream-colored coat and can be seal (black with a gold, red, or brown sheen), blue, lilac, chocolate, or flame (red-orange). These points can also be solid or patterned. The Himalayans coat can also
vary from fine to woolybut in either case, daily brushing is important. 3. LaPerm Photo by oxico/iStock / Getty Images Plus via Getty Images One of the most unique types of longhaired cats is the curly-coated LaPerm. The coat has a distinct wavy appearance thanks to a natural gene mutation, and LaPerm cats can be longhaired or shorthaired. The
longhaired LaPerm has a medium-long coat that can be curly or wavy, with a springy, airy texture, according to the Cat Fanciers Association (CFA) breed standard. Despite having long fur, the breed is low-shedding and known for being affectionate and active. 4. Maine Coon Photo by TRAVELARIUM/iStock / Getty Images Plus via Getty Images The
Maine Coons large size, long coat, and supersized whiskers give this longhaired cat an impressive appearance. They make wonderful companions, and the breed has a reputation for being affectionate and intelligent, with many Maine Coon cats exhibiting almost dog-like traits. One of the largest longhaired cat breeds, a full-grown Maine Coon can
weigh as much as 25 pounds. Their thick, double coat of fur should be brushed at least a few times each week to maintain its appearance and remove tangles. 5. Norwegian Forest Cat Photo by undefined undefined/iStock / Getty Images Plus via Getty Images Another large and longhaired cat breed is the Norwegian Forest Cat. These felines have
thick fur to protect against the harsh winter of their native Scandinavia and benefit from being brushed several times each week. Twice a year, Norwegian Forest Cats shed their coat, which means youll need to ramp up your brushing routine to keep the flying fur under control. The sociable nature of this fluffy cat breed means that fitting in time for a
grooming session is usually no problem, since these cats love to spend time with their human companions. 6. Ragdoll Photo by iBennn/iStock / Getty Images Plus via Getty Images The Ragdoll is a fluffy breed best known for enjoying affection so much that they often go limp when being held or petted. Ragdolls are one of the friendliest cat breeds and
need to live in a home with other pets or with humans who are home a lot. But aside from their need for attention, these longhaired cats have fairly simple care requirementsgrooming once or twice per week is usually enough to keep a Ragdoll healthy. 7. RagaMuffin The RagaMulffin is closely related to the Ragdoll and is best known for having an
affectionate demeanor and deep bond with family members. This longhaired cat breed has a soft and silky coat with a ruff around the neck and slightly longer fur on the belly. The coat looks luxurious but is actually fairly low-maintenance. Its usually sufficient to groom a RagaMuffin once a week with a comb. 8. Siberian Photo by Julia Gomina/iStock /
Getty Images Plus via Getty Images Compared to other cats with long hair, the Siberian stands out for having a triple coat made up of guard hair, awn hair, and an undercoat. And while that sounds like a lot more fur, the reality is that youll only need to groom a Siberian cat about once a weekuntil shedding season. Every spring and fall, youll need to
brush your cat much more frequently (as much as daily) to keep up with the molting undercoat. The Siberian is another famously friendly longhaired cat breed. The breed has a strong desire to spend time in your lap, and these cats are also intelligent, active, and trainable. 9. Selkirk Rex Photo by Sue Thatcher/iStock / Getty Images Plus via Getty
Images The Selkirk Rex has a curly coat (thanks to an inherited gene mutation) and long, fluffy furcourtesy of Persian lineage in the breeds development. Unlike many long-fur cat breeds, the Selkirk Rex shouldnt be brushed too much or you might risk causing the coat to become frizzy. These fluffy cats should also be bathed semi-regularly because
they tend to develop oily skin. Its best to establish a brushing and bathing routine early in your cats life to make the process easier. 10. American Bobtail Photo by Adobe Stock/jane khomi The American Bobtail has a shaggy, medium-long coat. The most recognizable feature of the breed is the shortened tail, which varies in length but can be as short
as 1 inch in length. According to The International Cat Association (TICA) breed standard, the American Bobtail can have any coat colormeaning you might have a fluffy brown cat or a longhaired orange cat. Regardless, this medium-sized cat breed is adaptable and affectionate, with the ability to learn tricks and play games. 11. Birman Photo by
demaerre/iStock / Getty Images Plus via Getty Images With bright blue eyes and a white or cream coat accented by points on the face, tail, and legs, the Birman is an eye-catching longhaired cat breed. And theres good news for pet parents who are concerned about rigorous grooming requirements: The Birmans long, silky coat is less prone to
tangling and matting than some other fluffy breeds. That being said, brushing a Birman a few times each week will help to reduce shedding and the incidence of hairballs. 12. Japanese Bobtail The longhaired Japanese Bobtail has a tail that extends no more than 3 inches and a medium-to-long coat thats silky, with no obvious undercoat. The smooth,
fine coat is easy to keep under control with regular weekly brushing. Youll find a rainbow of colors for this longhaired cat breed, including solid shades along with bi-color and tri-color coats. The Japanese Bobtail is very interactive with human companions, often vocalizing for attention and boldly befriending newcomers. 13. Pixiebob Photo courtesy of
Brent and Janda Keenan of Emerald City Exotic Cats The Pixiebob is bred to resemble the wild North American bobcat. The breed standard recognizes shorthaired and longhaired coat types and describes the facial hair of both as full and bushy. Longhaired Pixiebob cats have a soft coat thats about 2 inches long and lies close to the body. Although
this breed might look like a smaller version of a wild bobcat, Pixiebobs have a relaxed personality and a friendly nature that makes them excellent house cats. 14. Turkish Angora Photo courtesy of Kit Goodwin The Turkish Angora has a smooth, silky coat that is as beautiful as it is low-maintenance. Without an undercoat, theres less chance of
mattingalthough you should still brush this longhaired cat breed a few times each week. Compared to some other cat breeds with long hair, the Turkish Angora isnt known to be super cuddly. But they enjoy active play with people and other pets, and they tend to be very vocal, too. 15. Turkish Van Photo by Nynke van Holten/iStock / Getty Images Plus
via Getty Images Another low-maintenance longhaired cat breed is the Turkish Van. Interestingly, these cats are born with a short coat that gradually grows in by the time the cat is 35 years old. Even after maturity, youll notice that the Turkish Vans coat changes throughout the year, exhibiting a shorter coat in the summer and a thick, long coat in
the winter months. Year-round, however, the Turkish Van has a full, bushy tail and ear tufts. Caring for longhaired cats is largely the same as caring for any catthey need proper nutrition, mental stimulation, and the basic necessities like a litter box and cat toys. But longhaired cat breeds often require a substantial amount of grooming. The most
frequent care requirement for cats with long hair is regular brushing and routine nail clipping. Invest in a comb and brush for catching loose fur, removing dander, and smoothing the coat. Its important to learn the proper techniques for brushing a cat and to make the experience positive by offering your cat plenty of affection and treats throughout
the grooming session. But be careful not to brush your cat for too long or too often, as this can cause frizzy, broken hairs. If you run into a serious mat that cant be quickly and easily removed, its best to let a professional groomer take care of the issue. In fact, some longhaired cat breeds might benefit from a regular visit to the groomer. Thats
especially true for very fluffy cat breeds, like the Persian or Siberian. A cat groomer can give the coat a thorough brushing or even give your cat a trim to make at-home grooming easier. Are you looking for a feline companion with gorgeous luscious locks? Well, Ive got the ultimate list of long haired cat breeds for you! There are a few long-haired
cats, from the high-maintenance Persian cat to the easy-going Ragdoll. Each displays their own personality with one thing in common gorgeous long coats. Its safe to say these adorable fluffy balls of joy come with a personality to match their majestic coats. Will this mean the long fur on their thick coat needs constant grooming and vacuuming from
you? Not necessarily. Whether youre looking for anindoor catyou can spoil rotten or are aiming for a more low-maintenance pet, this list has it all. Here are the top cat breeds with silky long tresses for you to obsess over. Maine Coon cat sitting in a lounge Image byDaniel Zopfon Unsplash Maine Coons are one of the most overgrown cats you can get.
So, its no surprise that the tresses on these gentle giants are overgrown as well. Resembling a wild cat, Maine Coons can reach heights of up to 40 inches and can weigh up to 35 pounds. If you have a pure-bred Maine Coon (they are native to the United States), their luxurious coat will be medium to long with super fluffy bellies and tails. Butdo Maine
Coons sheda lot? In short, yes. But not much more than any short-haired cat. Typically, they have large shedding periods about twice a year spring and autumn. However, if you have an indoor cat, theyll shed small amounts of hair throughout the year. Regular grooming should keep this in check. Turkish Van Cat lying on a couch Image by Undefined
Undefined on Canva Dont feel bad if you havent heard of this long-haired kitty its one of the rarest cat breeds! They originate from the Middle East, with evidence of the breed dating back thousands of years. If you can get your hands on one of these ancient cats, you can expect a white, fluffy but silky coat. In summer, their coats become thinner and
shorter because of the warm climates they come from. These domestic cats are quite big, too, reaching heights of 30 inches and weighing up to 20 pounds. Interestingly, these felines love water and are very smart and playful. So, if you get one, be sure to add lots of stimulation and keep an eye on them around water. Ragdoll Cat playing with a cat toy
Image byKanashion Unsplash Ragdoll catsare large, affectionate cats that love adventure. If you have the space, time, and patience for them, they could make excellent companions especially for families. They can weigh up to 20 pounds with a body height of 11 inches. From the tips of their nose to their tails, they can stretch about 40 inches long.
Their coats are long and silky, with a range of patterns. While their coats dont matt easily, they still need brushing about twice a week. They also dont shed much because they only have one layer of fur, but you might want to skip this breed if you have allergies. Scruffy Persian Cat looking outside Image bySergey Seminon Unsplash A Persian cat is
actually the highest maintenance and most expensive cat breed there is. So, if you plan on getting one, be sure you have a thoroughPersian cat groomingschedule. These cats have origins in Mesopotamia or modern-day Iran and are very aware of their beauty. However, they are very sweet, obedient, and love lazing about most of the time. They can
grow to be 15 inches tall and weigh 12 pounds. Their coats are silky but can mat easily, so they need to be brushed daily. This domestic long hair sheds a lot, too, all year round, with two big shedding seasons yearly when they shed their entire coats. Blue-eyed Ragamuffin Cat Image by Rick Wood on Canva The Ragamuffin only came to the forefront
as a breed around the 1990s in America. I guess you can view them as a bigger version of a Ragdoll since they look so similar. Their name is a homage to Ragdolls, even though this breed is crossed with Persians and Himialyans to get this thoroughly long coat. They grow up to 15 inches tall and weigh 20 pounds. Their coats are typically thicker than
a Ragdolls but dont tend to shed more than your typical cat. So you can get away with a brush only once a week. Although they are amongst the worldscalmest cat breeds, so they adore brush time. Cute Scottish Fold looking in the distance Image bySergey Seminon Unsplash While it may have a perpetually sad face, with its down-turned ears and big
eyes, this breed is actually very active, sociable, and friendly. They are a bit on the shorter side at 10 inches tall. They weigh between six and ten pounds. The breed can have short or long hair, but we will focus on the latter. Long-haired Scottish Folds have dense coats that need a quick brush a few times a week to remain knot-free. Their ears are due
to a genetic mutation that affects the ear cartilage, so they also require a little more TLC from you because they are so unique. Ensure you clean their ears often to avoid wax buildup. Pssst:Looking for something more pocket-sized? AScottish Fold Munchkin catwould be ideal for you. Norwegian Forest Cat in the garden Image by Anna Pozzi on Canva
This breed often gets confused with another big cat breed the Maine Coon. But there are a few differences betweenNorwegian Cat vs Maine Coon. One of them is that the Norwegian Forest cat is slightly smaller at 18 inches tall and 22 pounds heavy. They are very similar in coats and grooming requirements, though. A Norwegian Forest cat has a
double coat to keep them warm in the frigid winter cold climates ofScandinavia. So, they will shed a significant amount come summer be sure to have the vacuum nearby. You can get away with a weekly brush in all the other seasons. Birman Cat sniffing a treat Image byfreestockson Unsplash Originating from Birma (modern-day Myanmar), this
pointed breed is one of the best low-maintenance fluffy breeds out there. They are medium-sized at 10 inches and 12 pounds, which makes them ideal for small homes or apartments. Their coats are single-layered, so they have a low chance of matting and dont shed much. That doesnt mean you can skip the weekly comb. They can still get knots and
will need help getting rid of the few hairs they shed. Somali Cat looking into the camera Image by Grase on Canva Interestingly, Somali Cats dont originate from Africa. Theyre from America. They are considered long-haired descendants of Abyssinians, though, who are from Africa. Their coats are very similar to Abyssinians with their uniquely ticked
hairs, each with a different color pattern. Their bushy tails give them a foxy look, garnering them the nickname fox cat. They arent nearly as big as foxes, though, with heights of about 11 inches and weighing 10 pounds. They only need a weekly brushing or comb to keep them knot-free, even though they have a double coat. Turkish Angora looking
into the distance Image by Vimart on Canva Another long-haired cat with origins from the Middle East, the Turkish Angora, is quite friendly, affectionate, and outgoing. Like Turkish Vans, they rarely come in any color other than white with green or blue eyes. They weigh about 15 pounds and can get up to 14 inches tall. Their long coats are super
silky with a thin undercoat, so they will need daily brushing. Thankfully, they love attention and affection, so they will be sat quite contently while you brush them. LaPerm kitten against an orange background Image by nynkevanholten on Canva With a name like LaPerm, its no surprise that these are one of the fewcats with curly hair. This cute cat is
rare and incredibly tiny at 10 inches, weighing between five and 10 pounds. These bouncy curls change as your pet grows old but stay silky throughout their life. So they wont need an extensive grooming regime. Because their curls bend into each other, their coats tend to hold onto dead hair more often, so youll need to brush your cat once a week.
Their hair routine is similar to humans with curly hair. This means combing their hair with a wide-toothed comb in opposite directions to maintain their waves. They molt seasonally, so pay close attention to dead hair in their coats around these times. Fluffy Himalayan Cat with golden eyes Image byDan Dennison Unsplash Himalayan cats are a mix of
Persian and Siamese cats made to achieve their iconic point coloring. Even if they have patterns like tabby, lynx, or tortoiseshell, theyll still have recognizable dark noses, paws, and tail tips because of this. They weigh 12 pounds at their heaviest and are 12 inches at their tallest. Their coats are thick and fluffy, making them look even bigger. To
maintain their fluff, youll need to brush them daily to avoid mats and tangles. Their dense coats also mean that they shed often and are thus not ideal for owners with allergies. My Siberian cats Alexei and Vladimir Breeds from ice regions usually mean dense, thick, and long coats exactly what you get here. Siberian cats are also very big at 12 inches
tall and weigh 15 pounds at the heaviest. I have two amazing Siberian cats, Alexei and Vladimir. They both weigh about 5 kilograms. Despite this, their grooming regime isnt as intense as expected. Youll only need to brush these intelligent cats once a week to keep their triple coat healthy. They have three coats to help with winter isolation, so expect
them to shed a large amount come winter and summer. Alexei gets a lot of mats but Vladimir not as many. Manx Cat up close Image by slowmotiongli on Canva You dont need to see the long hair to recognize a Manx Cat. You only need to identify them with their stocky build and adorably short legs. The 16-inch, 20-pound heavy feline also doesnt have
a tail! These long haired cats have thick double coats, so they will need a brush at least once a week until they start to enter shedding season, when youll need to increase the frequency. Selkirk Cat looking in the distance Image by Thomas Leirikh on Canva Upon the first view, describing the Selkirk Rexs coat as shaggy does not do it justice. This
breeds long coat has curls, making it look more similar to sheeps wool. These kinks and coils are thanks to theRex mutation, which causes curly cat hair. While it wont harm them in any way, it does mean that your Selkirk Rex will need daily maintenance. No matter what you do, your 16-pound pet will always look a little disheveled, so try not to be
too hard on yourself. Also, avoid brushing them too much, as this could make them look worse. Instead, opt to comb their hair with a wide-toothed comb. They may become greasy over time, so a bath is also advisable every three to six months. Balinese Cat sitting on a bed Image by Jeff Anderson on Canva This Siamese cat variation has iconic point
colors and blue eyes but has much more hair than its genetic cousin. They can grow to 11 inches tall and weigh 12 pounds, similar to Siamese. Their long hair is fine and silky and doesnt need much upkeep. So, you can get away with only brushing them once a week rather than daily grooming. They dont have an undercoat, so they dont shed much.
The only maintenance theyll need is constant attention, exercise, and chats since theyre so vocal like Siamese cats. You might enjoy reading my articles on blue cats, teacup cat breeds and red cat breeds. American Bobtail Cat looking up Image by Jane-Khomi on Canva There are two types of this short-tailed cat breed. First, Il focus on the American
Bobtail. This breed has a muscular build ideal for hunting and can be up to 10 inches tall and weigh 16 pounds. They have a stubby tail that looks like it was cut short. Its tail is often curved or bendy and measures up to four inches on average. They have a shaggy coat that sheds in spring and autumn and would need more frequent brushes around
this time but typically only need bi-weekly brushes. Japanese Bobtail Cat looking backwards Image by fuiyau yap on Canva Onto the Japanese Bobtail, which has (no surprise) origins in Asia. While theyre called Japanese, there is evidence that their roots may actually be from China or Korea. This large cat is slightly smaller than its American
counterparts at nine inches and weighs about 10 pounds. They are slender, longer, and elegantly built, with a short three-inch curly tail resembling a rabbit. Their coats are smooth and silky and would improve if brushed every few days. During spring and summer, their soft fursheds like American Bobtails, too, so they would need to be brushed more
frequently. American Curl Cat looking at the camera Image by janekub on Canva Similar to the Scottish Fold, this cat has curly ears, but theirs curve backward instead of down. These longhaired cats originated and quickly became popular for their unique look in California in the 1980s. Today, they are a bit more difficult (but not impossible) to get.
Their stocky build can weigh up to 10 pounds with a frame reaching heights of 12 inches. While their ears are the star of the show, their long coats are also quite showstopping. It is incredibly silky and comes in a variety of colors and patterns. Because of their long tresses, they need to be brushed three to four times a week to remain mat-free. Use a
steel-pronged comb to really get all of the hairs, as these cats are quite fluffy. Now that youve gone through the extensive list of long-haired cat breeds available, which one will you get? Perhaps the high-maintenance Himalayan or the sweet and curly-haired Selkirk Rex? Personally I prefer these feline beauties to short-haired cats. Whichever one of
these fluffy cat breeds, youre sure to find a friend in all of these fluff balls and perhaps a salon buddy, too! Next Read:If long hair isnt the only thing youre looking for in your feline friend, take a look a thefriendliest cat breeds.Amanda created and owns The Discerning Cat. A lifelong cat lover she is the proud parent of two Siberian cats, Alexei and
Vladimir. She is passionate about understanding cats and different cat breeds. The Maine Coon is massive, but this breed is gentle and kind.Credit: Getty Images/Alexandra Jursova The Maine coon is one of the largest cat breeds, and also one of the many long-haired cat breeds. It's widely believed that Maine coons originated in a climate with harsh
winter weather, which would explain their all-natural cold-weather wear. Maine coons have extremely dense, water-resistant hair, giant, tufted paws (which serve as miniature snowshoes to make walking across snowy terrain easier), and massive, bushy tails they can wrap around their bodies for additional warmth.Height: 10 to 16 inchesWEIGHT:9
to 18 poundsPersonality/Temperament: Amiable, dog-like, gentleEnergy Level: MediumCoat and Color: Long, dense hair, shorter on shoulders and stomach; more than 75 colorsLife Span: 12 to 15 years Credit: BravissimoS / Getty Images Balinese cats are known for their striking blue eyes and silky, pointed coatsmuch like their close relative, the
Siamese. The Balinese breed results from the genetic mutation in Siamese that causes cats to develop longer, silky coats. That's good news for cat-loving allergy sufferers. Although there's no scientific proof, many suggest that the Balinese is a hypoallergenic cat breed because it doesn't have an allergy-causing undercoat.Height: 8 to 11
inchesWEIGHT:6 to 11 poundsPersonality/Temperament: Outgoing, loving, intelligentEnergy Level: HighCoat and Color: Long, silky hair; creamy white with pointed colorsLife Span: 12 to 20 years Credit: Douglas Holder / Getty Images Persians are, perhaps, best known for their long, glamorous coats, smushed faces, and vivid eyes. These pretty
kitties are loved for more than just their looks. They have charming personalities, too. Born to be cuddlers, Persian cats are very calm, affectionate, and, generally, inactive. Despite their low-maintenance lifestyles, Persians are high-maintenance when it comes to grooming; their hair can easily become matted and tangled if not brushed daily. And
regular baths might also be necessary to keep this kitty looking their best.Height: 10 to 15 inchesWEIGHT:7 to 12 poundsPersonality/Temperament: Sweet, gentle, lovingEnergy Level: LowCoat and Color: Long, silky hair; solid, bicolor, tabby, calico, and other color variations and patternsLife Span: 15 to 20 years Credit: undefined / Getty Images Also
known as a "Wegie," the Norwegian forest cat is a natural breed that can trace its roots back to the Vikings. Like the Maine coon, it's believed that Wegies originated in a cold climate, so they, too, have very dense water-resistant coats. Because of their water-resistant coat, bathing your Wegie isn't recommended unless their hair is overly dirty or you
must wash it out of medical necessity.Height: 9 to 12 inchesWEIGHT:13 to 20 poundsPersonality/Temperament: Friendly, adventurous, independentEnergy Level: MediumCoat and Color: Very dense hair; long, bushy tail; white, black, red, cream, cinnamon, and tabbyLife Span: Up to 16 yearsContinue to 5 of 15 below Credit: Emerson Kobaiyashi /
Getty Images If you think Himalayan cats look a little bit like a Persian and a little bit like a Siamese, you're 100% correct. Himmies are a hybrid of the two popular breeds. The result is a gorgeous cat with the coat and eye color of a Siamese and the long, silky hair of a Persian. Himalayans are sweet, playful cats, but don't let their laid-back
personalities fool you. Their long coats require daily maintenance to prevent mats and tangles. You can use a wide-tooth comb to keep their fur smooth.Height: 10 to 12 inchesWEIGHT:7 to 12 poundsPersonality/Temperament: Affectionate, gentle, friendlyEnergy Level: Low-mediumCoat and Color: Long hair; cream, gray, blue, and chocolate with
pointed markingsLife Span: Up to 15 years Credit: Donsu Lee / Getty Images Originating in Turkey sometime during the 15th century, Turkish Angoras were once considered only white cats with blue or green eyes, and, for many years, all long-haired cats were called Angoras. After many years as the top cat when it came to coat colors and length, it's
now accepted that Turkish Angoras can come in a variety of coat colors and patterns and other cats can have similar colored eyes and hair color.Height: 9 to 14 inchesWEIGHT:5 to 9 poundsPersonality/Temperament: Playful, social, intelligentEnergy Level: HighCoat and Color: Long, silky hair; various color variations and patterns, including white and
lilac, chocolate, calico, tabby, and moreLife Span: 15 years Credit: Nico De Pasquale Photography / Getty Images Another popular long-haired cat breed is the Birman. The history of the Birman cat is largely unknown, but it's believed they're the result of Burmese cats being transported to France and mixed with Siamese cats. Although the Birman's
coat comes in six colors and two different patterns, they always have white "mittens" on all four paws and blue eyes.Height: 8 to 10 inchesWEIGHT:10 to 12 poundsPersonality/Temperament: Gentle, quiet, lovingEnergy Level: MediumCoat and Color: Long, silky hair; seal, blue, chocolate, red, cream, and tortoiseshell, with pointed or lynx patternsLife
Span: 12 to 16 years Credit: kimberrywood / Getty Images Perhaps best known for a distinctive permed hair appearance, the LaPerm is a relatively newer breed that originated in 1982. The LaPerm's coifed coat resulted from a genetic mutation that caused cats to develop curly hair. This long-haired cat breed has long, tightly curled hair around the
neck, ears, and tail, and a fluffy, bottle-brush-shaped tail. Height: 6 to 10 inchesWEIGHT:6 to 12 poundsPersonality/Temperament: Active, friendly, curiousEnergy Level: HighCoat and Color: Short or long hair; tightly curled hair around neck, ears, tail; all colors and patternsLife Span: 12 to 15 yearsContinue to 9 of 15 below Credit: Jacques Julien /
Getty Images The Somali is a long-haired version of the Abyssinian. This breed was most likely developed by breeders introducing long-haired breeds into their programs during World War II. Abyssinian populations dwindled, so introducing long-haired cats may have been their attempt at boosting numbers. Somali cats weren't considered a distinctive
breed until the 1960s and 1970s.Height: 7 to 11 inchesWEIGHT:6 to 10 poundsPersonality/Temperament: Playful, intelligent, sociableEnergy Level: HighCoat and Color: Medium-long hair; ticked; red, ruddy, blue, fawn, and sorrellLife Span: 14 years Credit: kiszon pascal / Getty Images The Scottish fold's most distinctive featurefolded, flat earsresults
from a genetic mutation that has been continuously bred into this breed. The mutation causes flexible cartilage, which can lead to serious health issues, including arthritis, tail issues, and problems with knees and ankles. It's often recommended that a Scottish fold is bred with a British shorthair to maintain their appearance but strengthen the gene
pool.Height: 8 to 10 inchesWEIGHT:5 to 11 poundsPersonality/Temperament: Affectionate, sociable, not demandingEnergy Level: MediumCoat and Color: Short hair; long hair variant less common; many colors and patterns, but commonly calico, tortoiseshell, and tabbyLife Span: 14 years Credit: rachel devine / Getty Images The ragdoll is a long-
haired cat breed that got its name from the fact that they comically fall limp when held. This cat has a silky single coat of medium-to-long length. It lacks an underlayer of fur similar to Balinese cats, which means it's meant to mat less. This breed still requires brushing at least twice a week to avoid matting. Some people with allergies may be less
bothered by this breed since this cat doesn't have an undercoat and shed dander. However, most people are allergic to the saliva and skin secretions from cats, and ragdolls produce both.Height: 9 to 11 inchesWEIGHT:10 to 20 poundsPersonality/Temperament: Friendly, cuddly, socialEnergy Level: Low to mediumCoat and Color: Medium to long hair;
chocolate, red, seal, blue, lilac, and cream; colorpoint, bicolor, mitted, vanLife Span: 17 yearsHow to Have a Cat If You Have Cat Allergies Credit: / Getty Images Thefriendly, intelligent, and athletic Siberian cat is a forest cat native to snowy Russia, where they needed a luxurious triple coat to protect them against cold. The triple coat comprises three
layers: a shorter, dense undercoat of downy hair, a layer of slightly longer awn hair in the middle, and an even longer outer coat layer or guard hairs. In warm weather, the Siberian cat will shed the heavy coat in favor of a shorter, thinner summer coat. In winter, the coat will be at its thickest and longest. Despite its thickness and length, the Siberian
cats coat tends to resist matting and only requires an occasional brushing. The coat may come in any color or pattern.Height: 10 to 12 inchesWEIGHT:10 to 20 poundsPersonality/Temperament: Friendly, playful, intelligentEnergy Level: MediumCoat and Color: Coarse to soft, moderately long to long hair; triple coat with full collar ruff; any color and
patternLife Span: 10 to 18 yearsContinue to 13 of 15 below Credit: Esin Deniz / Getty Images The Turkish van is an all-white cat with colored markings on the face and tail only. This color pattern is so distinctive that its often called a van pattern when it appears in other cat breeds. The texture of the Turkish vans semi-long, soft coat has been likened
to cashmere. According to the season, this long-haired cat breed's native environment experiences temperature extremes, and the Turkish vans coat changes according to the season. The winter coat is longer and thicker to keep the cat warm in cold weather, with tufts of hair often sprouting between the toes. The Turkish vans coat also naturally
resists matting.Height: 10 to 14 inchesWEIGHT:8 to 18 poundsPersonality/Temperament: Affectionate, playful, adventurousEnergy Level: HighCoat and Color: Medium hair; white with colored markings on the head and tail (red, black, blue, tabby, tortoiseshell, or any other color other than Himalayan pattern and colors)Life Span: 17 years Credit:
sergeyskleznev / Getty Images The ragamuffin is another striking long-haired cat breed. They are related to ragdolls, as breeders created the Ragamuffin by crossing ragdolls with Persians, Himalayans, and long-haired domestic cats. In addition to their unique appearance, they also are known as being like puppies. They can learn tricks, love playing
games, and can be taught to walk on a leash. Grooming them isnt as complicated as with other long-haired breeds, as the coat is tangle-resistant, but you still need to brush them regularly.Height: 10 to 15 inchesWeight: 8 to 20 poundsPersonality/Temperament: Calm, adaptable, intelligentEnergy Level: MediumCoat and Color: Long, silky hair; white,
black, blue, red, lavender, cinnamon, chestnut, platinum, and chocolateLife Span: 18 years Credit: Abel Garcia / Getty Images A newer and rarer long-haired cat breed is the Nebelung. It was developed in the 1980s in the U.S., and these cats are sometimes referred to as long-haired Russian bluesthe Russian blue was used in the breeds development.
These cats are shy at first, but once they get to know you and theyre comfortable in your home, theyll love you and be devoted to you. It can take up to two years for their long, double coat to grow in fully. Brush your Nebelung cat often to keep their coat looking and feeling great.Height: 9 to 13 inchesWeight: 10 to 15
poundsPersonality/Temperament: Intelligent, affectionate, playfulEnergy Level: HighCoat and Color: Medium-long hair; bluish-gray with silver tipsLife Span: 15 to 18 years Long-haired cats are as healthy as short-haired cats. A dense furcoatis a shared trait amongbreeds that originated incold climates. There are no other major characteristic
commonalities among long-haired cat breeds other than hair care and grooming. Long-haired cats may bemore likely to get fleasand other bugs, and it's usually because it takes longer for you to notice a flea problem. As self-groomers, cats get hairballs. And, long-haired cat breeds have more hair and are more likely to have hairballs; however, it
generally evens out to be about the same as short-haired cats. Cats shouldn't have more than one hairball a weekif that. Some cat parents only report seeing hairballs once or twice a year. If your cat frequently coughs up hairballs, that's a sign to seek vet attention. Long-haired cat breeds are beautiful, and can make lovely companions. But there are
some things to consider before bringing one of these kitties home. Very soft to the touchUnique appearanceCome in various colors and patterns May shed moreRequire more frequent brushing to prevent tangles and matsCan be more prone to hairballs All cats have hair. Even the sphynx and other "hairless" breeds like the Peterbald or Donskoy have
mini hairs coating the body. But, if you love cats with fluffy or lustrous fur, then some breeds to avoid would be anything with "shorthair" in the name or Siamese cats and Russian blues, to name a few. These cats all have short hair. In terms of long-haired cat breeds to avoid, Persians and Himalayans are beautiful, gentle, affectionate cats, but their
coats are prone to matting if not brushed daily and often get hair coat disorders. Persians are also prone to a slew of health problems, like breathing and eye problems, mainly due to their flattened faces. Scottish folds are also prone to joint issues because of the genetic mutation responsible for their ear folds.FAQBrush your long-haired cat at least a
few times a week, to keep shedding and hairballs at bay.While a lot of groomers will suggest regular baths for your long-haired cat, many vets do not share this advice. The fact is, most cats loathe getting a bath, and trust us, it's not an easy thing to accomplish especially since cats do an excellent job of bathing themselves. Really, the only time you
need to bathe your long-haired cat is if they get dirty. We wish you good luck and a sense of humor!This is really a question you need to discuss with your veterinarian. Obviously, if your cat has matted hair, those mats need to be removed. Small mats can be removed with nail scissors, although it might be smart to have a groomer do this rather than
doing it yourself. Additionally, there are many schools of thought about giving your long-haired cat a summer cut, and your pet's healthcare provider should weigh in on this.23 Cutest Cat Breeds Anyone Will Love Source: ShutterstockWhat would life be like without cats? These amazing creatures serve as companions who seem to strive to keep us
entertained. While some cat lovers prefer the shorter hair variety, there are others who are smitten with long hair breeds. Longhairs are popular because of their aesthetic value. In most cases, the cleanup is on steroids, but cats with long silky hair have a glam appeal that cannot be denied.Here is a list of our picks for the top twenty long haired cat
breeds.Source: Shutterstockl. PersianPersian cats originated in the country of Iran, otherwise known as Persia, hence the name. They are also known by a few other names including Persian longhair, Shirazi, Shiraz and longhair. Persians are medium sized cats that reach an average weight of between 9 to 14 pounds. Their lifespan is between 14-15
years. The long silky coat has a glossy quality that comes in white, blue, black red, cream, chocolate and lilac. This breed is a lap cat that is very affectionate towards its special person or people. They possess a high degree of loyalty, yet they are usually quiet and more on the sedate side.These cats are best for singles or couples without children or
dogs. If your dogs and kids are gentle in nature, it could work out, but they dont like rowdy people or animals. Persians require frequent grooming and they shed constantly so youll need to groom and vacuum daily. Theyre of above average intelligence with a low energy level. Unfortunately, this breed is prone to health issues so its important to
schedule regular medical checkups. Persians know that they are beautiful, and while they can be playful and animated, they would rather just show off their natural good looks by assuming a glamorous pose when company arrives.Source: Shutterstock2. SiberianSiberians originated in Russia. They are one of the largest domestic long hair cats
reaching an adult weight of between 8 and 16 pounds. Their coat is semi-long and dense with an undercoat coming in blue fawn, black silver tabby and white. They are sometimes referred to as a Siberian forest cat, a Moscow, or a semi longhair. This is a good choice for families with children as they are highly adaptable and usually get along well
with kids, other pets and strangers. They are very affectionate yet are low vocalizers so this cat is fairly quiet by nature. This cat sheds moderately so regular grooming and vacuuming are recommended. They are a healthy breed that is not prone to illness. Siberians are considered to be hypoallergenic and are above average in intelligence.Source:
Shutterstock3. BirmanBirmans originated in the country of France. This breed is medium to large in size reaching an adult weight of between 6 and 15 pounds. The coat is long with a soft and silky quality. The colors range from blue chocolate and lilac to seal spotted. They are affectionate cats that are active yet gentle. They are known to be child
friendly and good with strangers and other pets. Birmans shed moderately and require regular grooming with occasional vacuuming to keep hair off of furniture and floors. They are of average intelligence but are known to have several health issues as a breed so regular medical checkups are recommended. They are quiet cats who enjoy sitting in
their owners laps.Source: Shutterstock4. Selkirk RexThe Selkirk Rex is another top longhair breed that originated in the United States. They are a medium to large size cat that averages between 6 and 16 pounds as adults. The coat is long with some areas of short dense curly fur underneath that is quite plush. They are a lap cat that tends to be very
dependent and affectionate, yet active and playful. They are quiet and patient and are good with adults and older children as well as other pets. They live an average of 14-15 years with average intelligence. This breed features very minimal shedding and are considered to be hypoallergenic. When stimulated they are quite vocal, but removing stimuli
can help to reduce the amount of talking. Regular grooming of once a week in frequency is recommended to keep the coat in good condition.Source: Shutterstock5. SomaliSomalis originated in the country of Somalia. They are also known as Fox cats or long haired Abyssinians. This is a medium to large breed reaching an adult weight of between 6 to
10 pounds with a lifespan of 12-16 years. The coat is long, soft, silky and dense. They are not a lap cat because there is a tendency for them to be tenacious and mischievous. They are dog and kid friendly and generally do well with strangers. The colors range from ruddy, red, blue, fawn, chocolate, silver to black. They are highly affectionate and also
have high energy levels. This breed sheds moderately and is highly intelligent, but prone to health issues so there are an equal set of both pros and cons if youre considering ownership. Its generally a quiet cat who loves to get into mischief and this can be a nerve wracking combination because youll always be wondering what he is up to.Source:
Shutterstock6. American CurlThe American Curl breed originated in the United States. It is a small to medium size that reaches an adult weight between 5 and 10 pounds with a lifespan between 12-16 years. The coat is semi long with a short, light undercoat that is flat and silky. The fur has a lustrous sheen with moderate shedding. This is a cat that
is of average intelligence without many health issues. The vocalization is moderate and this cat is affectionate, preferring to be a lap pet. They are kid and dog friendly and in general, prefer to maintain their own coats. Regular grooming can help to lessen the chances of fur balls.Source: Shutterstock?7. Turkish AngoraThe Turkish Angora breed
originated in the country of Turkey. It is also known as an Ankara. They are medium sized reaching adult weights of between 5 and 10 pounds with an average life span of 15 to 18 years. The coat is long and soft with a sleek and silky quality. They come in white, black, blue, cream and red colors. They are very affectionate cats who are good with
children and other family pets. They enjoy cleaning their own coats but its recommended to groom them semi regularly. This cat is highly intelligent and is generally a healthy breed. It sheds moderately and is also on the vocal side so expect to hear from it now and then. This isnt a cat that likes to sit on your lap, although it is affectionate. Its a clever
and playful breed that prefers to be down on the ground to pursue other activities.Source: Shutterstock8. BalineseBalinese cats originated in the United States. They are a popular long hair breed that are small in size reaching adult weights of between 2 and 10 pounds. The average life span is between 10 and 15 years. They are also known as a long
haired Siamese. The coat is medium long in length with a silky and soft undercoat. The colors are chocolate, blue, cream, lilac, red and tortoise shell. These cats are highly affectionate and are good with older children and family pets. They have a high energy level which means that theyre not really a lap cat. Theyre loving but would rather be on the
ground and more independent. They shed moderately and are frequent talkers. This breed will also need to be taken for regular medical checkups because there are known health issues associated with the breed.Source: Shutterstock9. RagamuffinThe Ragamuffin cat breed originated in the United States. It is a large size cat that reaches adult
weights of between 8 and 20 pounds with an average lifespan of 12-16 years. The coat is medium in length and has a thick glossy appearance with a silky and plush feel. This lap cat is friendly, gentle and affectionate. It is also a calm cat that doesnt have many known illnesses. It sheds constantly so regular grooming and vacuuming are required. It
has a moderate energy level and gets along well with kids and dogs. This quiet cat is not known for being especially vocal so it wont keep you up at night.Source: Shutterstock10. American BobtailThe American Bobtail cat originated in the United States. It is a medium to large size achieving adult weights of between 7 and 16 pounds with an average
lifespan of 11-15 years. The coat is long with a heavy, dense and plush undercoat. Colors are black, blue, brown, chocolate, cream, fawn and white. It is a highly intelligent cat that loves interaction with people. Its good with older children and other household pets. Shedding is constant and grooming is recommended at once a week or more with more
frequent vacuuming. There are multiple health issues associated with the breed so regular medical checkups are advised. This cat is highly intelligent with above average vocalization and a need for socialization.Source: Shutterstockl1. RagdollThe Ragdoll breed originated in the United States. It is among the largest longhair breeds reaching adult
weights of between 12 and 20 pounds with an average lifespan of 12-17 years. The coat is semi long and plush with a silky feel. This lap cat is friendly, affectionate and gentle with an easygoing attitude. It comes in blue, chocolate, cream, lilac and red colors. Ragdolls are kid and dog friendly with low vocalization. It constantly sheds, but prefers to
clean its own coat. Regular grooming and vacuuming are required. This is a healthy breed with few known health issues.Source: Shutterstock12. Maine CoonMaine Coon cats are also known as a Maine cat, Maine shag, Coon cat, American longhair and Snowshoe cat. They originated in the United States and are one of the larger breeds reaching an
adult weight of between 12-18 pounds with an average lifespan between 12-15 years. The coat is silky and soft with a light undercoat and the colors are black, golden, gray, silver and white. They are highly intelligent and independent, yet loving and gentle. They are kid and dog friendly with constant shedding. Regular grooming and vacuuming are
required. This is a relatively healthy breed that has a low incidence of vocalization.Source: Shutterstock13. Scottish FoldScottish Fold cats originated in the United Kingdom. They are also known as a Scot Folds. These cats are medium in size reaching a weight between 5 and 11 pounds with an average lifespan of between 11 and 14 years. The coat
has a dense, short undercoat that is very plush and soft. They come in white, black, blue, red, cream and silver colors. They are highly affectionate, loyal, playful, sweet, loving and social cats but they prefer not be be lap cats. They are good with older kids and tolerate dogs well. They come in both short and long hair varieties. The long hair version
sheds constantly and requires frequent grooming and vacuuming. They are highly intelligent and are known to be quiet with minimal vocalization. The breed has no known illnesses so they are generally a healthy cat.Source: Shutterstock14. Norwegian ForestThe Norwegian Forest Cat originated in the country of Norway. It is a large sized cat that
weighs between 8 and 16 pounds as an adult and lives an average of 12-16 years. The coat is long and dense with a glossy sheen that is soft with a silky quality. The colors are white, black, blue, red, cream, silver, tabby and cinnamon. This is a highly adaptable breed that is usually good with children and dogs. It sheds moderately and is generally
known to be quiet. There are several health issues that are associated with the breed so regular medical checkups are recommended.Source: Shutterstockl5. York ChocolateThe York Chocolate cat breed originates in the United States. It is a large cat that reaches adult weights of between 12 and 18 pounds with an average lifespan of 13-15 years. It
is a long hair with a soft undercoat that comes in black color. This social and friendly cat enjoys sitting on your lap. It is intelligent and curious as well as playful. This breed is highly adaptable and is good with dogs and children. It has a high energy level with very few known health issues. Shedding is moderate and intelligence is at the top of the



chart. This social cat is known to be very vocal so be prepared to hear from this pet on a regular basis.Source: Shutterstock16. CymricCymrics originate in Canada and the Isle of Man. They are a medium to large breed reaching an adult weight of between 8 to 13 pounds with a 8-14 year average lifespan. The undercoat is heavy, dense and plush with
a silky, long overcoat that comes in tan, white, brown, black, lavender, chocolate and calico colors. They are loyal, gentle, playful and intelligent. They are good with kids and dogs. This cat has moderate shedding and has no known health issues. Cymrics are above average in intelligence with a moderate level of vocalization so they will talk to you
regularly.Source: Shutterstockl7. HimalayanHimalayan cats are also known as Himalayan Persian, colorpoint Persian, Himmy and long-haired colorpoint. The breed originates in both the United States and the United Kingdom. It is a medium to large sized breed reaching adult weight of between 7 to 14 pounds with an average lifespan of 9-15 years.
The coat is long and soft with a brushy undercoat. The colors are white, fawn, chocolate, seal, lilac, blue, red, cream and tortoise shell. They are a highly adaptable cat that is very affectionate but not so good with kids or dogs. They dont like boisterous humans or animals but can tolerate gentle children and dogs under supervision. They are high
maintenance with constant shedding and the breed is known for a lot of different illnesses so regular medical checkups are recommended. Himalayans are known to be quiet cats so you wont need to worry about being kept awake at night by their crying.Source: Shutterstock18. MunchkinMunchkin cats originated in the United States. They are a
small to medium size that reaches adult weight of between 5 and 9 pounds with an average life span of 10-15 years. The coat is long or short, depending on the variety and it is silky and plush. This is a lap cat that is highly affectionate and does well with kids and dogs. The colors are fawn, white, chocolate, lilac, seal, blue, red cream and tortoise
shell. They are highly intelligent cats who love to be entertained. The vocalization level is moderate so they do tend to talk a lot. The shedding is moderate so weekly grooming and vacuuming are required. There are no known health issues associated with this breed.Source: Shutterstock19. LaPermThe LaPerm breed originated in the United States. It
is a popular long hair that is medium in size reaching adult weights between 5 and 10 pounds with an average lifespan of 10-14 years. The coat comes in a few different varieties including short and long. It is wavy and soft coming in white, black, blue, red, cream, chocolate, cinnamon and fawn colors. This cat is good with children and dogs an is
known for being adaptable and affectionate. This breed sheds minimally and is considered to be hypoallergenic. It is also a quiet cat that has no known health issues.Source: Shutterstock20. NebelungNebelung cats are also known as a long-haired Russian blue. They originated in the United States and are a medium size reaching an adult weight
between 7 and 11 pounds. The average lifespan is 11-16 years. The coat is long and silky with a dense, heavy undercoat. This lap cat is a gentle and quiet soul that is shy, yet playful. It is highly affectionate and adaptable and is good with kids and dogs. It sheds moderately and is generally a very healthy breed. The colors are blue and silver-gray.You
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