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Such an intriguing planet deserves a field as colorful and varied as Geography in order to describe its many levels. A captivating subject, geography is a scientific field that is devoted to the study of the Earth’s landforms, oceans, environment and ecosystems, as well as the interactions between the human society and their environment. The word
geography literally means “earth writing”. Geography has been elucidated by various sources time and again. Here is a general definition of geography: “Geography is the study of the Earth’s physical features and environment including the impact of human activity on these factors and vice versa. The subject also encompasses the study of patterns of
human population distribution, land use, resource availability, and industries.” Scholars who study geography are known as geographers. These people engage themselves in the exciting task of exploring and studying the Earth’s natural environment and human society. Although map-makers were known as geographers in the ancient world, today,
they are more specifically known as cartographers. Geographers usually focus on two major fields of geographical studies: physical geography or human geography. History of Geography The term geography was coined by the ancient Greeks who not only created detailed maps and accounts of places around them but also illuminated why and how
human and natural patterns varied from one place to another on Earth. Through the passage of time, the rich legacy of geography made a momentous journey to the bright Islamic minds. The Islamic Golden Age witnessed astounding advancements in the geographical sciences. Islamic geographers were credited with groundbreaking discoveries.
New lands were explored and the world’s first grid-based mapping system was developed. The Chinese civilization also contributed instrumentally towards the development of early geography. The compass, a traveling aid, devised by the Chinese, was used by the Chinese explorers to explore the unknown. A new historical chapter of geography
opened during the “Age of Discovery”, a period coinciding with the European Renaissance. A fresh interest in geography was regenerated in the European world. Marco Polo, the Venetian merchant traveler, spearheaded this new Age of Exploration. Commercial interests in establishing trade contacts with the rich civilizations of Asia like China and
India became the primary reason for traveling during this period. Europeans moved ahead in all directions, discovering new lands, unique cultures, and natural wonders in the process. They also began to colonize new lands towards the latter half of the Age of Exploration. The tremendous potential of geography to shape the future of human
civilization was recognized and in the 18th Century, geography was introduced as a discipline of study at the university level. Based on geographical knowledge, the human society discovered new ways and means to overcome the challenges posed by nature and human civilizations flourished in all parts of the world. In the 20th century, aerial
photography, satellite technology, computerized systems, and sophisticated software radically changed the definition of geography and made the study of geography more comprehensive and detailed. The Branches of Geography Geography can be regarded as an interdisciplinary science. The subject encompasses an interdisciplinary perspective that
allows the observation and analysis of anything distributed in Earth space and the development of solutions to problems based on such analysis. The discipline of geography can be divided into several branches of study. The primary classification of geography divides the approach to the subject into the two broad categories of physical geography and
human geography. Physical Geography Physical geography is defined as the branch of geography that encompasses the study of the natural features and phenomena (or processes) on the Earth. Physical geography may be further subdivided into various branches: Geomorphology: This involves the study of the topographic and bathymetric features on
Earth. The science helps to elucidate various aspects related to the landforms on the Earth such as their history and dynamics. Geomorphology also attempts to predict the future changes in the Earth’s physical features. Glaciology: This field of physical geography deals with the study of the inter-dynamics of glaciers and their effects on the planet’s
environment. Thus, glaciology involves the study of the cryosphere including the alpine glaciers and the continental glaciers. Glacial geology, snow hydrology, etc., are some of the sub-fields of glaciological studies. Oceanography: Since oceans hold 96.5% of the Earth’s waters, a special field of oceanography needs to be dedicated to the study of
oceans. The science of oceanography includes geological oceanography (study of the geological aspects of the ocean floor, its mountains, volcanoes, etc.), biological oceanography (study of the marine life and ocean ecosystems), chemical oceanography (study of the chemical composition of the marine waters and their effects on marine life forms),
physical oceanography (study of the oceanic movements like the waves, currents, etc.) Hydrology: This is another vital aspect of physical geography. Hydrology deals with the study of the properties of the Earth’s water resources and the movement dynamics of water in relation to land. The field encompasses the study of the rivers, lakes, glaciers, and
underground aquifers on the planet. It studies the continuous movement of water from one source to another on, above, and below the Earth’s surface, in the form of the hydrological cycle. Pedology: A branch of soil science, pedology involves the study of the different soil types in their natural environment on the surface of the Earth. This field of
study helps gather information and knowledge on the process of soil formation (pedogenesis), soil constitution, soil texture, classification, etc. Biogeography: An indispensable field of physical geography, biogeography is the study of how species on Earth are dispersed in geographic space. It also deals with the distribution of species over geological
time periods. Each geographical area has its own unique ecosystem and biogeography explores and explains such ecosystems in relation to physical geographical features. Different branches of biogeography exist like zoogeography (geographic distribution of animals), phytogeography (geographic distribution of plants), insular biogeography (the
study of factors influencing isolated ecosystems), etc. Paleogeography: This branch of physical geography examines the geographical features at various time points in the Earth’s geological history. It helps the geographers to attain knowledge about the continental positions and plate tectonics determined by studying paleomagnetism and fossil
records. Climatology: The scientific study of climate, climatology is a crucial field of geographical studies in today’s world. It examines all aspects related to the micro or local climates of places and also the macro or global climate. It also involves an examination of the impact of human society on climate and vice versa. Meteorology: This field of
physical geography is concerned with the study of the weather patterns of a place and the atmospheric processes and phenomena that influence the weather. Environmental geography: Also known as integrative geography, this field of physical geography explores the interactions between humans (individuals or society) and their natural environment
from the spatial point of view. Environmental geography is thus the bridging gap between human geography and physical geography and can be treated as an amalgamation of multiple fields of physical geography and human geography. Coastal geography: Coastal geography is another area of specialization of physical geography that also involves a
study of human geography. It deals with the study of the dynamic interface between the coastal land and the sea. The physical processes that shape the coastal landscape and the influence of the sea in triggering landscape modifications is incorporated in the study of coastal geography. The study also involves an understanding of the ways the human
inhabitants of coastal areas influence the coastal landforms and ecosystems. Quaternary science: This is a highly specialized field of physical geography that deals with the study of the Quaternary period on Earth (the Earth’s geographical history encompassing the last 2.6 million years). It allows the geographers to learn about the environmental
changes undergone in the planet’s recent past. This knowledge is then used as a tool to predict future changes in the Earth’s environment. Geomatics: Geomatics is a technical branch of physical geography that involves the collection of data related to the earth’s surface, analysis of the data, its interpretation, and storage. Geodesy, remote sensing,
and geographical information science are the three sub-divisions of geomatics. Landscape ecology: The science of landscape ecology deals with the study of how the varying landscapes on Earth influences the ecological processes and ecosystems on the planet. The German geographer Carl Troll is credited as the founder of this field of physical
geography. Human Geography Human geography is the branch of geography that deals with the study of how the human society is influenced by the Earth’s surface and environment and how, in turn, anthropological activities impact the planet. Human geography is centered on the study of the planet’s most evolved creatures: the humans and their
environment. This branch of geography can be further subdivided into various disciplines based on the focus of study: Population geography: A division of human geography, population geography deals with the study of how the nature of a place determines the distribution, growth, composition, and migration of human populations.Historical
geography: Historical geography elucidates the ways in which geographical phenomena change and evolve with time. Though it is treated as a sub-field of human geography, it also focuses on certain aspects of physical geography. Historical geography attempts to understand why, how and when a place or region on Earth changes and the impact
such changes have on the human society.Cultural geography: Cultural geography explores how and why cultural products and norms vary with space and place. It thus deals with the study of the spatial variations of human cultures including religion, language, livelihood choices, politics, etc. Religion geography, language geography, etc., are some of
the subfields of cultural geography.Economic geography: A vital aspect of human geography, economic geography encompasses the study of how human economic activities are located, distributed and organized in geographical place and space. Marketing and transportation geography can be treated as sub-fields of economic geography.Political
geography: This important field of human geography deals with the political boundaries of the countries of the world and the division of land and its resources between the countries. It also deals with how spatial structures influence political functions and vice versa. Military geography, electoral geography, geopolitics are some of the subfields of
political geography.Health geography: A sub-discipline of human geography, health geography concentrates on the influence of the geographical location and place on the health and well-being of humans. It tends to approach the subject of human health from a comprehensive perspective encompassing the influence of society and space on health and
disease.Developmental geography: This branch of human geography explores the quality of life and the standard of living of the human inhabitants of the world and attempts to understand how and why such standards vary with place and space.Settlement geography: Settlement geography attempts to explore the part of the Earth’s surface that
encompasses human settlements. It is a study of the urban and rural settlements, the economic structure, infrastructure, etc., and the dynamics of human settlement patterns in relation to space and time.Animal geography: Animal geography might be considered as a sub-field of human geography which is closely related to the environmental
geography branch of physical geography. It encompasses the study of the lifeworlds of the animals on Earth and the interdependencies between humans and other animals. Oishimaya Sen Nag August 4 2017 in Environment Home Environment What Is Geography? Geography is a fundamental branch of Earth Science, that deals with the study of
physical features, natural processes of Earth, population, environment, and relationships among people. Geography is a multidisciplinary field that connects elements of the natural sciences, social sciences, and humanities to understand the Earth’s landscapes, environments, and the processes that shape them. We can further divide it into two main
branches: Physical Geography: The Earth’s natural features and processes are studied under this branch. Physical features may include landforms, climate, weather, and ecosystems, while the physical processes may include the forces that affect these features and shape the planet’s surface. Physical geographers study phenomena like plate tectonics,
erosion, climate change, and natural disasters. Human Geography: Human geography discusses the mutual influence of human activities and physical/natural features and processes of the earth. It includes topics of population, migration, urbanization, cultural landscapes, economic activities, rural and urban development, and political boundaries.
Human geographers examine how people interact with and shape the spaces in which they live. Definitions of Geography by different scholars and experts Because Geography is a multifaceted field, therefore, various experts and scholars have provided their own definitions of geography over the years. Let’s see a few definitions from some notable
geographers: Immanuel Kant: Immanuel Kant, a famous German philosopher, defined geography as “the science of the Earth as the abode of human beings.” He emphasized human activities in this abode and the relationship between people and their environment. Carl Ritter: Another German geographer, Carl Ritter, who is often considered the
father of modern geography defined geography as “the science of the Earth in relation to natural features and man.” Richard Hartshorne: Richard Hartshorne, an influential American Earth scientist, defined geography as “the study of the Earth as the home of people.” His definition circulates around the human-environment relationship. Paul Vidal de
la Blache: He was a French geographer who emphasized the idea that geography is “the science of places and the relationships between people and their environments.” Vidal de la Blanche’s work contributed to the development of modern human geography. William D. Pattison: Famous US Navy sailor and winner of the Navy Cross William D.
Pattison was well versed in Earth studies. He, in his influential essay “The Four Traditions of Geography” (1964), proposed that geography is a composite of four traditions: the earth-science tradition, the culture-environment tradition, the location tradition, and the area-analysis tradition. Each of these traditions approaches geography from a slightly
different perspective. Yi-Fu Tuan: Tuan was a prominent cultural geographer. He defined geography as “the study of how people make sense of the world.” He focuses on the perceptual and cognitive aspects of human-environment relationships. David Harvey: David Harvey, the British economic geographer, defined geography as the impact of
economic and social behaviors on geographic patterns. He observes geography as “an outcome of human activities.” The above-given definitions drafted by various scholars indicate the evolving nature of geography and the diversity of approaches within the field. While some emphasize the physical aspects of the Earth, others highlight the human and
societal dimensions. Geography is a dynamic discipline that encompasses a wide range of perspectives and methodologies. Branches of Geography In the above lines, we classified Geography into two branches; Physical and Human Geography. Each branch can further be divided into many subfields. 01. Physical Geography Physical geography is a
fundamental subfield of geography that focuses on understanding the physical features and processes of the Earth’s surface. It encompasses a wide range of topics and branches, including: Climatology: This branch of physical geography studies the Earth’s climate, including long-term weather patterns, climate classification, and the factors that
influence climate such as atmospheric circulation, ocean currents, and greenhouse gases. Geomorphology: Geomorphology examines the Earth’s landforms and the processes that shape them, such as erosion, weathering, and tectonic activity. It also investigates features like mountains, valleys, and coastal landforms. Hydrology: Hydrology is the
study of Earth’s water systems, including the distribution and movement of water on the planet. It covers topics like rivers, lakes, groundwater, and the water cycle. Glaciology: Glaciology is the study of glaciers and ice sheets, including their formation, movement, and impact on the landscape. It is important for understanding past and present
climate conditions. Biogeography: Biogeography explores the distribution of living organisms on Earth and the factors that influence their distribution. This includes topics like ecosystems, biodiversity, and the impact of human activities on natural habitats. Pedology (Soil Science): Pedology is concerned with the study of soils, including their
formation, classification, and properties. It is essential for understanding agriculture, land use, and environmental quality. Oceanography: Oceanography focuses on the Earth’s oceans and seas, including the physical, chemical, and biological aspects. It encompasses the study of ocean currents, marine life, and the impact of human activities on
marine environments. Astronomical Geography: This branch deals with the study of celestial bodies and their influence on Earth. It includes topics like the Earth’s position in the solar system, astronomical cycles, and their effects on the planet. Environmental Geography: Environmental geography is concerned with the interactions between human
societies and the natural environment. It examines issues such as environmental conservation, resource management, and the impact of human activities on ecosystems. Volcanology: Volcanology is the study of volcanoes, volcanic activity, and volcanic landforms. It aims to understand volcanic processes and assess volcanic hazards. Seismology:
Seismology focuses on the study of earthquakes and the Earth’s internal structure. It involves monitoring and analyzing seismic waves to understand the Earth’s composition and the causes of earthquakes. Atmospheric Science (Meteorology): While closely related to climatology, meteorology concentrates on short-term weather patterns, including
forecasting, weather systems, and atmospheric phenomena. 02. Human Geography Like Physical geography, Human Geography is also a subfield of geography, but it focuses on the study of human societies, their interactions with the environment, and the spatial distribution of various human phenomena rather than Earth’s natural phenomena.
Within human geography, there are several branches or subfields that explore different aspects of human activities and their relationship to the physical world. Some of the main branches of human geography include: Cultural Geography: Cultural geography examines the distribution and spatial patterns of various cultural practices, beliefs,
languages, and traditions. It explores how culture influences and is influenced by the physical environment. Economic Geography: Economic geography studies the spatial distribution of economic activities, such as agriculture, industry, trade, and services. It explores the impact of economic systems, globalization, and economic development in
different regions. Urban Geography: Urban geography focuses on the study of cities and urban areas, including their growth, structure, and the social, economic, and environmental issues associated with urbanization. Political Geography: Political geography examines the spatial distribution of political entities, boundaries, and the influence of
geography on political processes and geopolitical conflicts. Population Geography: Population geography studies the distribution, growth, and movement of human populations. It addresses issues such as population density, migration, urbanization, and demographic trends. Social Geography: Social geography explores the spatial distribution of social
groups, communities, and the impact of social structures, identities, and inequalities on different geographic regions. Environmental Geography: Environmental geography focuses on the relationship between humans and the natural environment. It explores topics such as environmental degradation, conservation, and the human impact on
ecosystems. Health Geography: Health geography examines the spatial distribution of health-related factors, such as disease outbreaks, access to healthcare, and the impact of the environment on human health. Tourism Geography: Tourism geography studies the spatial aspects of tourism, including the locations of tourist destinations, the impact of
tourism on local economies and cultures, and the environmental consequences of tourism. Rural Geography: Rural geography concentrates on the study of rural areas, agriculture, and the social and economic dynamics of rural communities. Transport Geography: Transport geography explores the spatial distribution and organization of transportation
systems, including roads, railways, airports, and ports, and their impact on regional development and accessibility. Historical Geography: Historical geography looks at the changing geography of the past, exploring how past events and human activities have shaped the present-day landscape. These subfields of human geography are so closely
connected that they often overlap and intersect, and researchers in this field frequently draw on interdisciplinary approaches to understand the complex relationships between humans and their environments. Function of Geography Geography is a diverse and interdisciplinary field that examines the Earth’s physical features, human societies, and
their interactions. It provides valuable insights into the world’s physical and human phenomena, making it a fundamental discipline for understanding and addressing a wide range of global and local issues. Its primary functions and roles include: Spatial Geography: Spatial Geography helps us understand the distribution and arrangement of physical
and human phenomena on Earth. It involves mapping, which is essential for visualizing the spatial relationships between various features. Environmental Study: Geography explores the Earth’s physical environment, including landforms, climate, ecosystems, and natural resources. It plays a crucial role in understanding and addressing environmental
issues like climate change, deforestation, and pollution. Human Geography: This subfield focuses on the study of human societies, their cultures, behaviors, and interactions with the environment. It examines population distribution, urbanization, migration patterns, and socio-economic disparities. Regional Analysis: Geography helps us analyze and
compare different regions of the world. It considers the unique characteristics, cultures, and challenges of specific areas, which is essential for planning and development. Cartography: Geography plays a central role in map-making and cartography. It helps in creating accurate maps for navigation, spatial analysis, and decision-making in various
fields. Geospatial Technologies: Geography employs geospatial technologies such as Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and remote sensing to collect, analyze, and interpret spatial data for a wide range of applications, including urban planning, disaster management, and resource allocation. Land Use Planning: Geography is crucial for land use
planning and land management. It aids in determining suitable locations for various activities, such as agriculture, industry, and urban development. Cultural Understanding: Geography helps us appreciate and understand diverse cultures, languages, and traditions. It examines how culture is shaped by the environment and how it, in turn, impacts
the landscape. Economic Geography: This subfield studies the spatial distribution of economic activities, trade, and resources. It provides insights into the development and globalization of economies. Disaster Management: Geography plays a pivotal role in disaster preparedness, response, and recovery by analyzing risk factors, vulnerability, and the
distribution of natural hazards. Conservation and Sustainability: Geography contributes to the study of conservation and sustainability by assessing the impact of human activities on the environment and promoting sustainable practices. Transportation and Urban Planning: Geography informs transportation and urban planning decisions by analyzing
traffic patterns, infrastructure development, and the design of cities for efficient and sustainable living. Political Geography: This subfield explores the spatial aspects of political processes, borders, geopolitics, and the distribution of political power and resources. Education and Research: Geography is a subject of academic study and research,
contributing to the advancement of knowledge across various subfields and topics. Geography is the study of the Earth and its features, people, and phenomena. The field of geography offers a unique perspective on how our world is interconnected, from physical landscapes to human cultures and environmental systems. The word ‘geography’
originates from two Greek words. The first is ‘geo’” which means ‘the earth’ and the second Greek word is “graph” which means ‘to write’). The first recorded use of the word geography was by Eratosthenes, a Greek scholar who lived from 276-194 BC who is credited with creating the discipline of geography (Eratosthenes’ Geography. Princeton
University Press. 2010). Therefore, Geography is the science that deals with the description of the Earth’s surface. Geography is a multi disciplinary fields that studies spatial patterns and phenomenon. Geography is much more than cartography, the study of maps or simply knowing the capitals of every country. The field of geography not only
investigates what is where on the Earth, but also why it’s there and not somewhere else, sometimes referred to as “location in space”. 19th century reconstruction of Eratosthenes’ map of the known world, c. 194 BC. Geography studies this whether the cause is natural or human. It also studies the consequences of those differences. Over the years,
the field of geography has been organized in several different ways. Geography can be broadly categorized as three main focus areas: 1. Physical geography - the study of the natural environment. 2. Human geography - the study of human populations3. Environmental geography - the study of how people are affected by and change the natural
environment. Geographers can also organized the study of geography as branches and sub-branches of geography. (More: What are the Branches of Geography?) Those that study geography are divided into two main branches: physical geography and human geography. This branch focuses on Geography as an Earth science, making use of biology to
understand global flora and fauna patterns, and mathematics and physics to understand the motion of the Earth and relationship with other bodies in the solar system. It also includes environmental geography. Learn more: Sub-branches of Physical Geography Geographers study how processes such as water affect the surface of the Earth. Flash
flooding can move soils and wear away bedrock, causing erosion. Runoff after a storm in the lower Park Avenue area of Arches National Park, Utah. NPS photo, public domain. atmosphere — archipelago — cape — city — continent — desert — gulf — island — lake — lagoon — atoll — mountain range — ocean — peninsula — plain — river — sea —
valley — ecology — climate — soil — geomorphology — biogeography - Timeline of geography, meteorology, paleontology The human, or political/cultural, branch of geography - also called anthropogeography focuses on the social science, non-physical aspects of the way the world is arranged. It examines how humans adapt themselves to the land
and to other people, and in macroscopic transformations they enact on the world. Learn more: Sub-branches of Human Geography Geographers study how humans have altered the landscape. In Chesapeake Bay: L-R: A waterfront residential community; row crops bordered by forest; Baltimore Harbor; piers and crab pots in a waterfront fishing
community. Photo: Jason Burton, USGS. Public domain. It can be divided into the following broad categories: economic geography, political geography (including geopolitics), social geography (including urban geography), environmentalism, cartography, and military geography. Countries of the world — country — nation — state — union — province
— county — city — municipality This branch seeks to determine how physical and cultural features of the planet evolved and came into being and have evolved over time. Urban planning and regional planning use the science of geography to assist in determining how to develop (or not develop) the land to meet particular criteria, such as safety,
beauty, economic opportunities, the preservation of the built or natural heritage, etcetera. Geographers study the effects of urbanization on a local landscape. A view of a suburban subdivision being developed in Atlanta, Georgia, USA. Image: USGS, public domain. The planning of towns, cities and rural areas may be seen as applied geography
although it also draws heavily upon the arts, the sciences and lessons of history. Some of the issues facing planning are considered briefly under the headings of rural exodus, urban exodus and Smart Growth. Spatial interrelationships are key to this synoptic science, and it uses maps as a key tool. Geographers use four interrelated approaches:
Systematic - Groups geographical knowledge into categories that can be explored globally Regional - Examines systematic relationships between categories for a specific region or location on the planet. Descriptive - Simply specifies the locations of features and populations. Analytical - Asks why we find features and populations in a specific
geographic area. Many technologies and techniques have evolved to help geographers in their study of the Earth. Geographic information systems and remote sensing are two main areas of geographic study that focus on using geospatial technologies to map out and analyze the world. GPS, LiDAR and satellite data are the main technologies being
used to collect data about the Earth. A LiDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) instrument measures the 3-D structure of a ponderosa pine forest stand in Coconino National Forest near Flagstaff, Arizona, on July 13, 2009. Photo: Dennis G. Dye, U.S. Geological Survey. Public domain. The Five Geography Themes began as a framework for making
geography accessible to children from kindergarten to high school. They describe a simple, effective method for parents and educators to teach children about geography and how it relates to nature, civilization, and other topics. More: Five Themes of Geography Explained Though the National Geographical Standards replaced these themes in 1994,
they remain a simple and effective way to teach children about geography. A Brief History of Geography as a Field of Study The Greeks are the first known culture to actively explore geography as a science and philosophy, with major contributors including Thales of Miletus, Herodotus, Eratosthenes, Hipparchus, Aristotle, Dicaearchus of Messana,
Strabo, and Ptolemy. Mapping by the Romans as they explored new lands added new techniques. Ptolemy’s Geographica, translated by Emanuel Chrysoloras and Jacobus AngelusHarley 7182 ff. 58v-59, 3rd quarter of the 15th century, British Library. During the Middle Ages, Arabs such as Idrisi, Ibn Battuta, and Ibn Khaldun built on and maintained
the Greek and Roman learnings. Following the journeys of Marco Polo, interest in geography spread throughout Europe. Al-Idrisi completed a detailed map of the world in Tabula Rogeriana, which means the Map of Roger in Latin. This copy of Idrisi’s map was created by K. Miller in 1928 as part of a restoration of the 1154 map. Image: Library of
Congress, public domain. During the Renaissance and into the 16th and 17th centuries the great voyages of exploration revived a desire for solid theoretical foundations and accurate detail. Geographia Generalis by Bernhardus Varenius and Gerardus Mercator’s world map are prime examples. By the 18th century, geography had become recognized
as a discrete discipline and became part of a typical university curriculum. Over the past two centuries the quantity of knowledge and the number of tools has exploded. There are strong links between geography and the sciences of geology and botany. In the 1950s the regional science movement arose, led by Walter Isard to provide a more
quantitative and analytical base to geographical questions, in contrast to the more qualitative tendencies of traditional geography programs. Regional Science is the body of knowledge in which the spatial dimension plays a fundamental role, such as regional economics, resource management, location theory, urban and regional planning,
transportation and communication, human geography, population distribution and environmental quality. The purpose of the discipline of geography has been interpreted and reinterpreted over the years. Below are some notable quotes defining the study of geography. The geographer is the person who attempts to describe parts of the earth.
(Geography, AD 18 - 24). Richard Hartshorne (December 12, 1899 - November 5, 1992), a prominent American geographer, and professor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. His areas of specialization were economic and political geography and the philosophy of geography and he was a proponent of geography as a chorological science. The
ultimate purpose of geography, the study of areal differentiation of the world, is most clearly expressed in regional geography; only by constantly maintaining its relation to regional geography can systematic geography hold to the purpose of geography and not disappear into other sciences. On the other hand, regional geography in itself is sterile;
without the continuous fertilization of generic concepts and principles from systematic geography, it could not advance to higher degrees of accuracy and certainty in interpretation or its findings. (Hartshorne 1939; 468) What is Geography? It is a fascinating field that explores the Earth’s physical features, climate patterns, human activities, and their
interrelationships. It encompasses the study of both natural and human environments, providing insights into the world we inhabit. In this article, we will delve into the various aspects of geography, its significance, subfields, tools, applications, and recommend a comprehensive geographic book to enhance your knowledge in this subject. It is derived
from the Greek words “geo” meaning Earth and “graphia” meaning writing or description. It involves analyzing spatial relationships, examining the distribution of phenomena, and understanding the processes that shape our planet. Through geography, we gain insights into how natural and human factors influence landscapes, societies, and cultures.
It can be defined as the scientific study of the Earth’s physical features, climate, ecosystems, human activities, and their spatial relationships. It examines how natural processes, such as plate tectonics, weathering, and erosion, shape the Earth’s surface, and how human activities, like urbanization and agriculture, impact the environment. It plays a
crucial role in understanding the world we live in. It helps us comprehend the distribution of resources, population patterns, and cultural diversity across different regions. By studying, we can better comprehend the impact of climate change, plan sustainable land use, manage natural disasters, and address social, economic, and environmental
challenges. It comprises several subfields that focus on different aspects of the discipline. These subfields include: Physical geography investigates the Earth’s physical features and natural processes. It explores landforms, climates, vegetation, soils, and biogeography. Physical geographers study phenomena such as mountains, rivers, glaciers,
weather systems, and ecosystems, analyzing their formation, characteristics, and interactions. Human geography examines the relationship between humans and their environment. It investigates population dynamics, urbanization, cultural landscapes, economic activities, and political systems. Human geographers analyze factors such as migration,
globalization, urban development, and cultural diffusion to understand the spatial patterns of human behavior and societal processes. Environmental geography focuses on the interaction between humans and the environment, particularly the impact of human activities on natural systems. It addresses issues such as pollution, deforestation, resource
depletion, and climate change. Environmental geographers strive to develop sustainable practices and policies to mitigate environmental degradation. Geographers employ various tools and techniques to collect, analyze, and visualize spatial data. These include: Geographic Information Systems (GIS): GIS allows geographers to capture, store,
analyze, and present spatial data, enabling them to create detailed maps and perform spatial analysis. Remote Sensing: Remote sensing uses satellite imagery and aerial photographs to gather information about the Earth’s surface. It helps monitor changes in land cover, vegetation, and natural hazards. Global Positioning System (GPS): GPS
technology enables precise location determination, facilitating field data collection and navigation. Cartography: Cartography involves the creation of maps, using accurate representation of geographical features and spatial relationships. Cartographers utilize advanced software and design principles to create visually appealing and informative maps.
It has numerous practical applications in various fields. Some of the key applications include: Urban Planning: Geographical analysis helps urban planners make informed decisions regarding infrastructure development, zoning, and land use patterns. It enables them to create sustainable and livable cities. Environmental Management: Geographers
contribute to environmental conservation by assessing the impact of human activities on ecosystems, identifying vulnerable areas, and proposing measures for sustainable resource management. Disaster Management: It plays a crucial role in mitigating and responding to natural disasters. Geospatial data helps in disaster risk assessment, emergency
planning, and post-disaster recovery efforts. Transportation and Logistics: Geographic analysis aids in optimizing transportation routes, determining the most efficient distribution networks, and improving logistics operations. Business Location Analysis: Companies use geography to identify potential markets, assess competition, and determine
suitable locations for new business establishments. Tourism and Recreation: It provides insights into tourist destinations, their unique features, and cultural attractions. It helps in developing tourism strategies and promoting sustainable tourism practices. If you are eager to delve deeper into the world of geography, the “Geographic Book” is an
excellent resource to consider. This comprehensive guide covers a wide range of geographical topics, from physical and human geography to environmental issues and spatial analysis techniques. It offers detailed explanations, engaging illustrations, and real-world examples to enhance your understanding of the subject. The “Geographic Book”
provides an overview of the major subfields of geography, explores the latest advancements in technology and data analysis, and highlights the practical applications of geography in various industries. Whether you are a student, a professional, or simply a curious individual, this book will serve as a valuable reference and a source of inspiration. It is a
multidimensional discipline that unravels the complexities of our planet. Through its study, we gain a deeper understanding of the Earth’s physical and human systems, their interconnections, and the challenges they face. The insights provided by geography help us make informed decisions, shape sustainable policies, and contribute to the well-being
of our planet and its inhabitants. By exploring the diverse subfields of geography, utilizing advanced tools and techniques, and embracing the knowledge shared in resources like the “Geographic Book,” we can further unlock the potential of this fascinating field and address the global issues we face today. What career options are available in
geography?Geography offers a wide range of career options, including urban planning, environmental management, cartography, GIS analysis, climatology, and teaching. How does geography contribute to sustainable development?Geography provides insights into sustainable land use, resource management, climate change mitigation, and urban
planning, contributing to the development of sustainable practices and policies. Can geography help in understanding cultural diversity?Yes, geography helps us understand how cultural practices, traditions, and beliefs are influenced by the environment and how they vary across different regions. What are some essential skills for geographers?Key
skills for geographers include spatial analysis, critical thinking, data interpretation, map reading, research proficiency, and effective communication. Is geography only about studying maps?No, geography encompasses much more than just maps. It involves studying the Earth’s physical and human systems, analyzing spatial relationships, and
examining the interplay between natural and human factors. Learning geography gives students deeper understanding of today’s most challenging issues including population, climate, health, and natural resources. Tools such as GIS allow students to view, understand, question, interpret, and visualize data in many ways that deliver insights in the
form of maps, globes, reports, and charts. Note: As of March 2025, we have split this popular resource into two separate articles: Geography, provided below, and The History of Geography, found here.--Geography is the study of places and the relationships between people and their environments. Geographers explore both the physical properties of
Earth’s surface and the human societies spread across it. They also examine how human culture interacts with the natural environment and the way that locations and places can have an impact on people. Geography seeks to understand where things are found, why they are there, and how they develop and change over time.Geography is
interdisciplinary, meaning that it is not defined by one particular topic. Instead, geography is concerned with many different topics, including people, culture, politics, settlements, plants, landforms and much more. In fact, every academic subject has some geographic connection. Geochemists study where certain chemical elements, such as gold or
silver, can be found. Economists examine which nations trade with other nations and what resources are exchanged. Philosophers analyze the responsibility people have to take care of Earth.Geography asks spatial questions, such as how and why things are distributed or arranged in particular ways on Earth’s surface. It looks at these different
distributions and arrangements at many different scales. It also asks questions about how the interaction of different human and natural activities on Earth’s surface shape the characteristics of the world in which we live.Geography seeks to understand where things are found and why they are present in those places; how things that are located in
the same or distant places influence one another over time; and why places and the people who live in them develop and change in particular ways. Raising these questions is at the heart of the “geographic perspective.”Exploration has long been an important part of geography, and it is an important part of developing a geographic perspective.
Exploration is not limited to visiting unfamiliar places; it also means documenting and connecting relationships between spatial, sociological and ecological elements.The age-old practice of mapping still plays an important role in this type of exploration, but exploration can also be done by using images from satellites or gathering information from
interviews. Discoveries can come by using computers to map and analyze the relationship among things in geographic space, or from piecing together the multiple forces, near and far, that shape the way individual places develop.Applying a geographic perspective demonstrates geography’s concern not just with where things are, but with “the why of
where”—a short but useful definition of geography’s central focus.The insights that have come from geographic research show the importance of asking “the why of where” questions. Geographic studies comparing physical characteristics of continents on either side of the Atlantic Ocean, for instance, gave rise to the idea that Earth’s surface is
comprised of large, slowly moving plates, known as plate tectonics.Investigations of the geographic impact of human activities have advanced understanding of the role of humans in transforming the surface of Earth, exposing the spatial extent of threats such as water pollution by artificial waste. For example, geographic study has shown that a large
mass of tiny pieces of plastic currently floating in the Pacific Ocean is approximately the size of Texas. Satellite images and other geographic technology identified the so-called “Great Pacific Garbage Patch.”These examples of different uses of the geographic perspective help explain why geographic study and research is important as we confront
many 21st-century challenges, including environmental pollution, poverty, hunger, and ethnic or political conflict.Because the study of geography is so broad, the discipline is typically divided into specialties. At the broadest level, geography is divided into physical geography, human geography and environmental geography. Geographic techniques
are also a significant area of study.Physical GeographyThe natural environment is the primary concern of physical geographers, although many physical geographers also look at how humans have altered natural systems. Physical geographers study Earth’s seasons, climate, atmosphere, soil, streams, landforms and oceans. Some disciplines within
physical geography include geomorphology, glaciology, pedology, hydrology, climatology, biogeography and oceanography.Geomorphology is the study of landforms and the processes that shape them. Geomorphologists investigate the nature and impact of wind, ice, rivers, erosion, earthquakes, volcanoes, living things, and other forces that shape
and change the surface of Earth.Glaciologists focus on Earth’s ice fields and their impact on the planet’s climate. Glaciologists document the properties and distribution of glaciers and icebergs. Data collected by glaciologists has demonstrated the retreat of Arctic and Antarctic ice in the past century.Pedologists study soil and how it is created,
changed and classified. Soil studies are used by a variety of professions, from farmers analyzing field fertility to engineers investigating the suitability of different areas for building heavy structures.Hydrology is the study of Earth’s water, including its properties, distribution and effects. Hydrologists are especially concerned with the movement of
water as it cycles from the ocean to the atmosphere, then back to Earth’s surface. Hydrologists study the water cycle through rainfall into streams, lakes, soil and underground aquifers. Hydrologists provide insights that are critical to building or removing dams, designing irrigation systems, monitoring water quality, tracking drought conditions and
predicting flood risk.Climatologists study Earth’s climate system and its impact on Earth’s surface. For example, climatologists make predictions about El Nifio, a cyclical weather phenomenon of warm surface temperatures in the Pacific Ocean. They analyze the dramatic worldwide climate changes caused by El Nifio, such as flooding in Peru, drought
in Australia, and, in the United States, the oddities of heavy Texas rains or an unseasonably warm Minnesota winter.Today, climatologists are playing a vital role in studying the global impact of climate change. Human activities, like deforestation and the burning of fossil fuels, are heating up Earth’s atmosphere and ocean basins, leading to
accelerated climate change. People and ecosystems around the world are affected by climate change-induced flooding, droughts, heatwaves, wildfires and rising sea levels. Scientists in many different fields are using the tools of geography to map and track the impact of climate change around the globe.Biogeographers study the impact of the
environment on the distribution of plants and animals. For example, a biogeographer might document all the places in the world inhabited by a certain spider species and what those places have in common.Oceanography, a related discipline of physical geography, focuses on the creatures and environments of the world’s oceans. Observation of ocean
tides and currents constituted some of the first oceanographic investigations. For example, 18th-century mariners figured out the geography of the Gulf Stream, a massive current that flows like a river through the Atlantic Ocean. The discovery and tracking of the Gulf Stream helped communications and travel between Europe and the
Americas.Today, oceanographers conduct research on the impacts of water pollution, track tsunamis, design offshore oil rigs, investigate underwater eruptions of lava and study all types of marine organisms from toxic algae to friendly dolphins.Human GeographyHuman geography is concerned with the distribution and networks of people and
cultures on Earth’s surface. A human geographer might investigate the local, regional and global impact of rising economic powers China and India, which represent nearly 36 percent of the world’s population. They also might look at how consumers in China and India adjust to new technology and markets, and how markets respond to such a huge
consumer base.Human geographers also study how people use and alter their environments. When, for example, people allow their animals to overgraze a region, the soil erodes and grassland is transformed into desert. The impact of both overgrazing and agricultural production on a landscape is an area of study for human geographers.Finally,
human geographers study how political, social and economic systems are organized across geographical space. These include governments, religious organizations and trade partnerships. The boundaries of these groups constantly change.The main divisions within human geography reflect a concern with different types of human activities or ways of
living. Some examples of human geography include urban geography, economic geography, cultural geography, political geography, social geography and population geography. Human geographers who study geographic patterns and processes in past times are part of the subdiscipline of historical geography. Those who study how human
psychology impacts behavior in a geographic space belong to a subdiscipline known as behavioral geography.Human geographers interested in the relationship between humans and the environment often work in the subdisciplines of cultural geography and political geography.Cultural geographers study how the natural environment influences the
development of human culture, such as how the climate affects the agricultural practices of a region. Political geographers study the impact of political circumstances on interactions between people and their environment, as well as environmental conflicts, such as disputes over water rights.Some human geographers focus on the connection between
human health and geography. For example, health geographers create maps that track the location and spread of specific diseases. They analyze the geographic disparities of healthcare access. They are very interested in the impact of the environment on human health, especially the effects of environmental hazards such as radiation, lead poisoning
or water pollution.Geographic TechniquesSpecialists in geographic techniques study the ways in which geographic processes can be analyzed and represented using different methods and technologies. Mapmaking, or cartography, is perhaps the most basic of these. Cartography has been instrumental to geography throughout the ages.Today, almost
the entire surface of Earth has been mapped with remarkable accuracy, and much of this information is available instantly on the internet. One of the most remarkable of these websites is Google Earth, which “lets you fly anywhere on Earth to view satellite imagery, maps, terrain, 3D buildings, from galaxies in outer space to the canyons of the
ocean.” In essence, anyone can be a virtual explorer from the comfort of their home.Technological developments during the past 100 years have given rise to a number of other specialties for scientists studying geographic techniques. Airplanes made it possible to photograph land from above. Now, there are many satellites and other above-Earth
vehicles that help geographers figure out what the surface of the planet looks like and how it is changing.Geographers looking at what above-Earth cameras and sensors reveal are specialists in remote sensing. Pictures taken from space can be used to make maps, monitor ice melt, assess flood damage, track oil spills, predict weather and perform
endless other functions. For example, by comparing satellite photos taken from 1955 to 2007, scientists from the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) discovered that the rate of coastal erosion along Alaska’s Beaufort Sea had doubled. Every year from 2002 to 2007, about 13.7 meters (45 feet) per year of coast, mostly icy permafrost, vanished into the
sea.Computerized systems that allow for precise calculations of how things are distributed and relate to one another have made the study of geographic information systems (GIS) an increasingly important specialty within geography. GIS are powerful databases that collect all types of information (maps, reports, statistics, satellite images, surveys,
demographic data and more) and link each piece of data to a geographic reference point, such as geographic coordinates. This data, called geospatial information, can be stored, analyzed, modeled and manipulated in ways not possible before GIS computer technology existed.The popularity and importance of GIS has given rise to a new science
known as geographic information science (GISci). Geographic information scientists study patterns in nature as well as human development. They might study natural hazards, such as a fire that struck Los Angeles, California, United States, in 2008. A map posted on the internet showed the real-time spread of the fire, along with information to help
people make decisions about how to evacuate quickly. GIS also allowed Digital Earth Africa, an initiative launched in 2019, to make Earth observation data (satellite imagery) of the continent free and accessible. Its data sets and maps focus on analyzing changes in water resources, coastal erosion and food security throughout the continent. By
increasing accessibility of GIS data, Digital Earth Africa aims to improve the lives of African people. Digital Earth Africa’s cropland extent map, for example, helped scientists realize that the countries of Ethiopia and Burkina Faso need more assistance to grow enough food to sustain their livestock.The enormous possibilities for producing
computerized maps and diagrams that can help us understand environmental and social problems have made geographic visualization an increasingly important specialty within geography. This geospatial information is in high demand by just about every institution, from government agencies monitoring health data to entrepreneurs deciding where
to locate new businesses.Regional GeographyRegional geographers take a somewhat different approach to specialization, directing their attention to the general geographic characteristics of a region. A regional geographer might specialize in African studies, observing and documenting the people, nations, rivers, mountains, deserts, weather, trade
and other attributes of the continent. There are different ways to define a region, such as by climate zones, cultural regions or political regions. Often regional geographers have a physical or human geography specialty as well as a regional specialty.Regional geographers may also study smaller regions, such as urban areas. A regional geographer
may be interested in the way a city like Shanghai, China, is growing. They would study transportation, migration, housing and language, as well as the human impact on elements of the natural environment, such as the Huangpu River.Whether geography is thought of as a discipline or as a basic feature of our world, developing an understanding of
the subject is important. Some grasp of geography is essential as people seek to make sense of the world and understand their place in it. Thinking geographically helps people to be aware of the connections among and between places and to see how important events are shaped by where they take place. Finally, knowing something about geography
enriches people’s lives—promoting curiosity about other people and places and an appreciation of the patterns, environments, and peoples that make up the endlessly fascinating, varied planet on which we live. Geography is the study of the earth’s surface, its features, and the relationships between the natural and human environments. It is a diverse
and dynamic field that encompasses everything from the physical aspects of the earth to the social, cultural, and economic interactions that occur on its surface. This article aims to provide an overview of the field of geography (What Is Geography), its history, key concepts, and sub-disciplines. We will also explore the significance of geography in



various fields, including urban planning, natural resource management, and environmental studies. The word geography is derived from the Greek words “geo” which means Earth and “graphia” which means to write or describe. Together, they mean to describe or write about the Earth. Geography is an important field of study that helps us
understand the world around us and the complex relationships between human societies and the natural environment. It provides insights into global issues such as climate change, resource management, and environmental conservation, and helps us to develop solutions to these challenges. Geography is the study of the earth, its features, and its
inhabitants. It aims to understand the relationships between human and natural environments and the processes that shape them. Geographers use various methods such as maps, satellite images, and geographic information systems (GIS) to study and analyze spatial patterns and interactions. World Map Geography has a long and rich history that
dates back to ancient times. The early Greeks, including scholars such as Pythagoras, Thales, and Anaximander, are credited with being some of the earliest geographers. They were interested in studying the physical features of the earth, including its mountains, rivers, and oceans. Later, during the Hellenistic period, scholars such as Eratosthenes
developed maps of the world and developed new methods for measuring the earth’s circumference. The Romans also made important contributions to the field of geography, particularly in the area of cartography, or mapmaking. Ptolemy, a Greek scholar who lived in Alexandria, Egypt, in the second century CE, wrote a famous book called the
Geographia that included maps of the known world at that time. PtolemyWorldMap During the Middle Ages, the study of geography declined in Europe, but it continued to be studied in the Islamic world and in China. It wasn’t until the Renaissance, when Europeans began exploring other parts of the world, that geography once again became an
important field of study. During the 16th and 17th centuries, explorers such as Christopher Columbus and Marco Polo traveled to the Americas, Asia, and around the world, expanding European knowledge of geography and cartography. Today, geography continues to be an important field of study, as scientists and scholars seek to understand the
earth’s physical and human landscapes and the complex interactions between them. Geography is the study of the Earth and its features, including the physical and cultural aspects of the world. The discipline is centered around several core concepts that are fundamental to understanding geography. These concepts include space, place, time, scale,
and the laws of geography. Space refers to the physical and social dimensions of the Earth, including its surface area, terrain, climate, and natural resources. Geographers use spatial analysis to study the distribution and relationships of different phenomena across space. Space is an essential component of geography because it helps geographers
understand how different factors are distributed across the Earth. Place refers to the unique physical and cultural characteristics of a specific location on Earth. Every place has its own identity, which is shaped by its physical environment, cultural history, and social relationships. Geographers study places to understand how they are similar and
different from one another. Time is a critical component of geography because it helps geographers understand how places and spaces change over time. Geographers study the past and present to understand how different processes, such as climate change or urbanization, have shaped the Earth over time. Scale refers to the different levels of
analysis used in geography, from local to global. Geographers use different scales to study different phenomena, from the microscopic to the macroscopic. Scale is important because it helps geographers understand how different factors interact across different levels of analysis. Finally, the laws of geography refer to the fundamental principles that
underlie the study of geography. These laws include the concepts of location, distance, spatial interaction, and region. These laws are essential to understanding geography because they help explain how different phenomena are distributed across space and time. Geography is a vast field that encompasses a range of sub-disciplines, each with its
unique focus and approach to understanding the world around us. Here are some of the essential branches of geography: Physical geography is concerned with the study of the natural environment, including landforms, water bodies, climate, and ecosystems. It examines the processes that shape the Earth’s surface, such as erosion, weathering, and
plate tectonics, and how they interact with each other to create the landscapes we see today. Physical Geography is divided into several branches, including Biogeography, Climatology and meteorology, Coastal geography, Environmental management, Geomorphology, Glaciology, Hydrology and hydrography, Landscape ecology, Oceanography,
Palaeogeography, Quaternary science and Pedology. The study of Physical Geography helps us understand how the natural environment affects human activities and how human activities affect the environment. Human geography is concerned with the study of human societies and their interactions with the environment. It examines how people live,
work, and interact with each other in different parts of the world, and how social, economic, and political factors impact the environment. Human Geography is divided into several branches, including Cognitive geography, Cultural geography, Health geography, Economic geography, Development geography, Historical geography, Internet
geography, Political geography and Geopolitics, Population geography or Demography, Religion geography, Social geography, Transportation geography, Tourism geography and Urban geography. The study of Human Geography helps us understand how humans have shaped the Earth’s surface and how the environment affects human activities.
Environmental geography is a relatively new sub-discipline that emerged in response to growing concerns about environmental degradation and climate change. It focuses on the study of the impact of human activities on the environment, as well as strategies for promoting environmental sustainability. Geomatics is concerned with the study of
geographic information systems (GIS), remote sensing, and other technologies used to capture, analyze, and interpret spatial data. It involves the use of satellite imagery, aerial photography, and other tools to create maps and analyze spatial patterns. Cartography is the study of map-making and map design. It involves the use of various techniques to
create accurate and informative maps, including scale, projection, and symbolization. Regional geography is concerned with the study of specific regions of the world, including their physical, cultural, and economic characteristics. It examines the unique features that make each region of the world distinct, and how these features interact with each
other to shape the region as a whole. These are just some of the essential branches of geography. Each sub-discipline provides a unique perspective on the world around us, and together they help us to develop a comprehensive understanding of the complex relationships between human societies and the natural environment. Geography is a complex
and diverse field that helps us better understand the world around us. From understanding the natural environment to studying human society and its interaction with the environment, geography has a wide range of applications in modern times. By studying geography, we can gain a deeper appreciation for the world around us and work to make it a
better place for all. Geography plays a crucial role in understanding and addressing global issues such as climate change, urbanization, and natural resource management. It provides insights into how human actions affect the environment and how the environment, in turn, affects human societies. By studying geography, we can develop sustainable
solutions to global issues and create a better future for ourselves and future generations. Geography is used in everyday life in a variety of ways, from finding our way around a new city to understanding weather patterns and climate change. It can also help us make informed decisions about things like where to live, where to travel, and what to do in
an emergency. There are a wide range of careers in geography, including urban planners, environmental analysts, geospatial analysts, and cartographers. Other careers in geography can include teaching, research, and international development. Philosophy & Religion Humanities geography, the study of the diverse environments, places, and spaces
of Earth’s surface and their interactions. It seeks to answer the questions of why things are as they are, where they are. The modern academic discipline of geography is rooted in ancient practice, concerned with the characteristics of places, in particular their natural environments and peoples, as well as the relations between the two. Its separate
identity was first formulated and named some 2,000 years ago by the Greeks, whose geo and graphein were combined to mean “earth writing” or “earth description.” However, what is now understood as geography was elaborated before then, in the Arab world and elsewhere. Ptolemy, author of one of the discipline’s first books, Guide to Geography
(2nd century ce), defined geography as “a representation in pictures of the whole known world together with the phenomena which are contained therein.” This expresses what many still consider geography’s essence—a description of the world using maps (and now also pictures, as in the kind of “popular geographies” exemplified by National
Geographic Magazine)—but, as more was learned about the world, less could be mapped, and words were added to the pictures.To most people, geography means knowing where places are and what they are like. Discussion of an area’s geography usually refers to its topography—its relief and drainage patterns and predominant vegetation, along
with climate and weather patterns—together with human responses to that environment, as in agricultural, industrial, and other land uses and in settlement and urbanization patterns.Shinjuku, TokyoShinjuku retail and entertainment district, Tokyo, Japan.Although there was a much earlier teaching of what is now called geography, the academic
discipline is largely a 20th-century creation, forming a bridge between the natural and social sciences. The history of geography is the history of thinking about the concepts of environments, places, and spaces. Its content covers an understanding of the physical reality we occupy and our transformations of environments into places that we find more
comfortable to inhabit (although many such modifications often have negative long-term impacts). Geography provides insights into major contemporary issues, such as globalization and environmental change, as well as a detailed appreciation of local differences; changes in disciplinary interests and practices reflect those issues. The history of
geography has two main parts: the history of exploration and mapmaking and the development of the academic discipline.
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