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Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,
and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or
technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for
your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Were	very	grateful	to	Steve	M6UEH	for	putting	together	the	following	guide	on	how	to	get	started	with	the	popular	Baofeng	UV-5R	handheld	radio	hopefully,	this	will	be	of	great	help	to	first-time	users	of	this	powerful,	low-
priced	amateur	radio	handheld	Baofeng	UV-5R	2m	/	70cm	5	watt	handheldYou	can	buy	a	Baofeng	from	Amazon:Baofeng	UV-5R	from	AmazonWant	a	pre-programmed	Baofeng	with	UK	repeater	settings	installed?	Service	available	from	Prepcomm	UK	Getting	Started	with	the	UV-5RBaofeng	UV-5RHere	are	a	few	notes	to	get	you	started	on	your	UV5R,
and	I	hope	you	find	these	useful.I	purchased	my	UV5R	over	the	internet	from	a	UK	supplier.	It	came	complete	with	the	USB	drivers	CD	and	the	programming	cable.	I	then	had	to	download	the	programming	software.	I	went	to	the	Baofeng	web	site	for	this.	It	downloaded	with	no	problem.You	dont	have	to	use	a	PC	to	configure	your	transceiver,	but	it
helps.	If	you	wanted	to	setup	your	transceiver	via	the	units	own	keypad.	The	info	that	follows	will	take	you	through	the	procedure.There	are	a	couple	of	options	that	are	turned	on	by	default	that	its	best	to	turn	off.	Having	these	on	will	make	operating	the	radio	annoying	either	to	you	or	to	the	people	youre	talking	to.There	are	three	settings	for
eliminating	repeater	tail	tones	or	courtesy	tones.	It	is	not	exactly	clear	what	the	differences	are	in	these	settings,	but	you	want	to	turn	them	all	off.	There	is	also	a	roger	beep	setting	that	you	also	want	to	disable.	These	are	menus	35,	36,	37,	and	39.	Set	all	of	these	entries	to	0:Press	Menu,	3,	5,	Menu,	0,	Menu.Press	Menu,	3,	6,	Menu,	0,	Menu.Press
Menu,	3,	7,	Menu,	0,	Menu.Press	Menu,	3,	9,	Menu,	0,	Menu.A	Note	About	the	Menu	KeyWhen	the	Menu	key	is	pressed,	the	radio	will	say	Menu.	This	key	also	functions	as	Enter.	Thus,	after	modifying	a	menu	option,	press	the	Menu	key	again	to	accept	the	change.	The	radio	will	say	Confirm	to	acknowledge	a	change	in	a	menus	parameters.Also	be
aware	that	the	menu	will	stay	active	for	a	good	10	seconds	after	changing	a	menu	option.	Thus,	if	youre	changing	several	menu	options	in	a	row,	it	may	not	be	necessary	to	press	the	menu	key	at	the	beginning	of	each	operation.	Youll	know	that	the	menu	has	exited	if	the	radio	beeps	after	a	length	of	inactivity	in	the	menu.Changing	Channels	Or
FrequencyYou	can	set	the	frequency	by	using	the	up/down	buttons	or	by	entering	the	frequency	or	channel	number	directly.	Note	that	the	numbers	speak	when	pressed.	Enter	six	digits	for	frequency,	i.e.	146520	or	444100,	and	three	digits	for	the	channel	number,	i.e.	001,	024,	or	114.For	frequencies	in	a	6.25	KHz	channel	spacing,	like	467.7125,
enter	six	digits,	such	as	467.712.	If	you	have	the	channel	spacing	(Menu	1)	set	to	6.25	KHz,	the	radio	will	set	the	channel	correctly.	For	frequencies	in	a	2.5	KHz	channel	spacing,	such	as	154.5275	set	the	radio	to	154.525	and,	with	a	2.5	KHz	channel	spacing	(Menu	1,	option	0)	press	the	Up	button	once.See	the	menu	section	below	for	a	more	complete
discussion	of	setting	menu	parameters.Programming	MemoriesYou	can	program	memories	either	with	a	standard	split	or	with	odd	splits.	Remember	that	once	a	memory	is	programmed,	it	cannot	be	changed,	short	of	deleting	it	and	starting	over.	Memories	store	receive	and	transmit	frequencies,	along	with	receive	and	transmit	CTCSS	or	DCS	codes,
power	level,	and	channel	width	(wide	or	narrow).	Power	level	can	be	temporarily	set	to	its	other	value,	i.e.	the	one	not	stored	in	memory,	by	pressing	the	Lock	key	(the	#	key	on	the	keypad)	while	in	memory	mode.	The	power	level	will	revert	to	its	stored	value	if	you	switch	channels,	press	Lock	again,	or	turn	the	radio	off	and	then	on	again.	Note	that
this	trick	to	temporarily	change	power	levels	only	works	if	TDR	(dual	watch,	Menu	7,	discussed	earlier)	is	set	to	Off.Programming	a	repeater	channel	with	standard	offsets:Choose	the	A	frequency,	printed	on	the	top	line	of	the	display.	This	is	probably	already	done,	but	if	you	go	through	all	the	steps	to	program	and	get	a	single	beep	upon	the	final
press	of	Menu,	you	are	in	the	B	VFO	and	need	to	press	the	A/B	button.	.If	you	are	in	channel	mode,	press	the	channel/frequency	button.	Remember,	channel	mode	will	speak	the	channel	number	if	you	press	the	up	or	down	button.Ensure	you	are	on	the	correct	band.	If	you	enter	a	frequency	and	the	radio	says	Cancel	when	you	press	the	last	digit,	press
the	Band	button	to	select	the	correct	band.Enter	the	repeater	output	frequency,	such	as	147060.Press	Menu,	2,	6,	Menu.	The	radio	will	say	Offset	frequency.For	2	meter	repeaters,	enter	00600.	For	70	cm	repeaters	in	the	US	or	Canada,	press	05000.	This	may	be	different	in	other	parts	of	the	world.	Press	Menu	to	confirm	the	offset	amount.	The	radio
will	say	Confirm.Press	Menu,	2,	5,	Menu.	The	radio	will	beep	but	will	say	nothing.	Remember	that	the	first	press	of	Menu	may	not	be	necessary	if	the	menu	has	not	exited.Press	1	for	a	plus	(positive)	offset,	or	2	for	a	minus	(Negative)	offset,	then	press	Menu.	The	radio	will	say	Confirm.Set	the	CTCSS	or	DCS	codes	for	transmit	and	receive,	as
appropriate.	These	are	in	menus	11	and	12	for	CTCSS	and	DCS	receive	respectively,	and	menus	13	and	14	for	CTCSS	and	DCS	transmit.	CTCSS	tones	can	be	entered	directly;	for	instance,	enter	885	for	an	88.5	Hz	tone,	1318	for	a	131.8	tone,	etc.	See	below	for	a	list	of	DCS	codes.If	the	menu	has	exited,	indicated	by	two	very	short	bleeps,	one	higher
followed	by	one	slightly	lower,	press	the	Menu	key	to	re-enter	the	menu.	This	should	not	be	necessary	often,	as	the	menu	stays	up	for	close	to	10	seconds	before	timing	out.While	in	the	menu,	press	2,	7,	Menu.	The	radio	will	say	memory	channel.Enter	a	channel	number	from	000	to	127.	However,	be	sure	not	to	use	a	channel	number	that	has	already
been	programmed	since	the	radio	will	not	let	you	overwrite	a	stored	memory.	Programming	over	a	channel	with	data	in	it	will	simply	change	that	channels	transmit	frequency.	Once	the	channel	number	is	entered,	press	Menu	again.	The	radio	will	say	Receiving	memory.Press	Exit.Press	the	Scan/Rev	button.	This	will	swap	over	the	transmit	and	receive
frequencies	so	that	they	are	reversed.	This	is	handy	for	listening	to	the	repeaters	input	channel,	in	order	to	determine	whether	a	station	is	in	simplex	range	or	not.Press	Menu,	2,	7,	Menu.	The	radio	will	say	Memory	channel.Enter	the	same	memory	channel	you	entered	above	in	step	12.	Then	press	Menu	again.	The	radio	will	say	Transmitting
memory.Press	exit.	Youve	set	up	a	repeater	channel.	You	will	find	it	in	your	list	of	program	channels	when	you	switch	to	channel	mode.Programming	A	Repeater	With	An	Odd	SplitAlternatively,	you	can	specify	your	own	transmit	and	receive	frequencies.	In	brief,	you	would	program	in	the	receive	frequency	first,	then	program	in	the	transmit	frequency
in	the	same	way.	This	may	be	more	reliable,	since	only	the	A	display	works	for	programming	memories,	thus,	the	radio	can	only	remember	one	offset	value	for	programming	purposes.	It	does	not	store	a	separate	offset	for	VHF	and	UHF	either.For	this	method,	the	offset	value	(memory	26)	and	offset	direction	(menu	25)	dont	matter	at	all.To
demonstrate,	here	is	how	you	would	program	in	the	infamous	147.435	repeater	in	Los	Angeles	into	memory	99.	This	repeater	has	an	output	frequency	of	147.435	and	an	input	frequency	of	146.400,	a	decidedly	very	odd	split.	As	there	is	no	CTCSS	tone,	we	wont	worry	with	that	in	this	example.If	in	channel	mode,	press	the	VFO/Mem	button	to	switch	to
Frequency	Mode.Press	1,	4,	7,	4,	3,	5.To	be	thorough,	be	sure	that	no	CTCSS	or	DCS	tones	are	set	from	a	previous	operation.	Set	menus	10,	11,	12,	and	13	to	000.Press	Menu,	2,	7,	Menu.	The	radio	will	say	Channel	Memory.	Then,	type	0,	9,	9,	Menu.	The	radio	will	say	Receiving	memory.Press	Exit	to	exit	the	menu.Press	1,	4,	6,	4,	0,	0.Press	menu,	2,
7,	menu.	The	radio	will	say	Channel	memory.Press	0,	9,	9,	Menu.	The	radio	will	say	Transmit	memory.Press	Exit.The	odd	split	is	now	programmed.Again,	remember	that	you	can	use	this	same	procedure	to	program	standard	offsets,	too.	As	long	as	you	know	the	repeaters	input	and	output,	you	can	program	them	separately	if	you	wish,	and	not	worry
about	the	repeater	offset	menus.Changing	Between	VFO	And	Memory	ModesYou	can	switch	easily	between	VFO	(Frequency)	mode	and	memory	(Channel)	mode	by	pressing	the	top	most	button	on	the	front	of	the	transceiver,	labeled	VFO/Mem.	The	voice	will	tell	you	whether	you	are	in	channel	mode	or	Frequency	mode.	Channel	mode	must	have	at
least	one	channel	programmed;	there	are	at	least	two	programmed	from	the	factory,	probably	more.	Incidentally,	its	probably	a	good	idea	to	delete	those	channels	and	put	your	own	data	in	them	immediately.	Deleting	channels	is	done	with	menu	28.A	channel	can	be	directly	set	by	entering	its	three	digit	number	on	the	keypad,	such	as	005,	022,	or
122	for	channel	5,	22,	or	122	respectively.	The	new	channel	number	will	be	announced	via	a	voice	prompt.Adjusting	Menu	OptionsAll	menu	options	can	be	adjusted	from	the	keypad.	You	can	either	scroll	through	the	menu	with	the	up/down	buttons,	or	by	directly	selecting	the	menu	option	you	want	numerically.	So	that	you	can	most	easily	keep	track
of	where	you	are,	I	believe	selecting	options	numerically	is	easiest,	as	there	is,	again,	no	audible	indication	of	when	the	beginning	or	end	of	the	menu	is	reached,	and	the	menus	wrap.	Note	that	the	menu	begins	with	0,	not	with	1.	Menu	0	is	the	squelch	adjustment.As	with	selecting	menus,	the	menu	options	can	be	adjusted	numerically.	For	instance,
selecting	menu	2	(to	adjust	the	power	level),	press	0	for	high	power	or	1	for	low	power.	For	offset	direction	(menu	25),	you	can	select	0	for	no	offset,	1	for	a	plus	offset,	or	2	for	a	minus	offset.	So,	as	menu	options	below	are	listed,	the	first	option	is	always	number	0,	not	number	1.To	adjust	the	menus,	press	the	Menu	key,	which	is	the	first	key	on	the
first	row	of	the	main	keypad.	You	will	hear	Menu,	at	which	time	you	can	then	enter	a	menu	number	or	press	the	up/down	buttons.	Once	you	reach	the	menu	you	want,	press	the	Menu	key	again.	In	most,	though	not	all	cases,	you	will	hear	voice	confirmation	of	the	name	of	the	menu	item	you	have	selected.	In	the	cases	where	you	do	not	hear	a	voice
confirmation,	you	will	just	hear	a	beep.	Adjust	the	parameter	by	pressing	numbers	or	up/down	arrows.	Once	the	menu	is	set	correctly,	press	the	Menu	key	again.	You	will	hear	the	word	Confirm	spoken	to	indicate	that	the	option	is	set.	You	can	then	choose	another	menu	item	or	press	the	Exit	button	to	exit	the	menu.	If	you	do	nothing	for	about	10
seconds,	the	menu	will	exit	automatically.	In	either	case,	you	will	hear	a	tone	to	confirm	you	are	no	longer	in	the	menu	system.	List	of	UV-5R	Menus0,	SQL,	squelch	level:	0-91,	STEP,	frequency	step:	0	2.5,	1	5,	2	6.25,	3	10,	4	12.5,	5	252,	TXP,	transmit	power:	0	high,	1	low3,	SAVE,	battery	save:	0	off,	1	1:1,	2	1:2,	3	1:3,	4	1:44,	VOX:	0	off,	1-105,	WN,
wideband/narrowband:	0	wide,	1	narrow6,	ABR,	display	illumination:	0	off,	1,	2,	3,	4,	5	seconds7,	TDR,	dual	watch	reception:	0	off,	1	on8,	BEEP,	keypad	beep:	0	off,	1	on9,	TOT,	transmission	timer:	0	15,	1	30,	2	45,	3	60,	585	and	600seconds	in	15-second	increments10,	R-DCS,	reception	digital	coded	squelch11,	R-CTCS,	reception	continuous	tone
coded	squelch12,	T-DCS,	transmission	digital	coded	squelch13,	T-CTCS,	transmission	continuous	tone	coded	squelch14,	VOICE,	voice	prompt:	0	off,	1	on	(older	versions),	0	off,	1English,	2	Chinese	(Newer	versions)15,	ANI-ID,	automatic	number	identification	of	the	radio:	can	only	beset	by	pc	software16,	DTMFST,	dtmf	tone	of	transmitting	code:	0	off,
1	dt-st,	2	ani-st,	3	dt+ani17,	S-CODE,	signal	code:	only	could	be	set	by	pc	software18,	SC-REV,	scan	resume	method:	0	TO,	1	CO,	2	SE19,	PTT-ID,	push	to	talk	id:	0	off,	1	bot,	2	eot,	3	both20,	PTT-LT,	delay	the	signal	code	sending,	0-30	ms21,	MDF-A,	(under	channel	mode	the	channel	displays):	0	frequency,	1channel	number,	2	name	(name	is	only
programmable	via	programmingsoftware)22,	MDF-B,	same	as	menu	21,	for	b	band23,	BCL,	busy	channel	lockout:	0	off,	1	on.	[Note:	This	doesnt	lockout	a	channel	from	memory	scan.	It	prevents	transmitting	on	a	busychannel	and	is	programmed	on	a	per	channel	basis.]24,	AUTOLK,	keypad	locked	automatically:	0	off,	1	on25,	SFT-D,	direction	of
frequency	shift:	0	off,	1	plus,	2	minus26,	OFFSET,	frequency	shift:	0-69.990	mhz27,	MEM-CH,	store	memory	channels:	000-12728,	DEL-CH,	delete	memory	channel:	000-12729,	WT-LED,	illumination	display	color	of	stand	by:	0	off,	1	blue,	2orange,	3	purple30,	RX-LED,	illumination	display	color	of	reception:	0	off,	1	blue,	2orange,	3	purple31,	TX-LED,
illumination	display	color	of	transmission:	0	off,	1	blue,2	orange,	3	purple32,	AL-MOD,	alarm	mode:	0	site,	1	tone,	2	code33,	BAND,	band	selection:	0	vhf,	1	uhf34,	TDR-AB,	transmitt+	selection	while	in	dual	watch/reception:	0	off,	1	a,	2	b35,	STE,	tail	tone	elimination:	0	off;	1	on36,	RP-STE,	tail	tone	elimination	in	communication	through	repeater:	0
off;	1-1037,	RPT-RL,	delay	of	tail	tone	of	repeater:	0	off;	1-1038,	PONMSG,	boot	display:	0	full;	1	mgs39,	ROGER,	tone	end	of	transmission:	0	off;	1	on40,	RESET,	restore	to	default	setting:	0	VFO;	1	allPC	Method:After	loading	the	UV5R	drivers,	follow	the	setup	instructions	that	came	with	your	transceiver,	to	check	that	the	drivers	have	been	correctly
installed	on	to	the	PC	and	that	is	has	setup	a	Com	Port	on	the	PC.(Usually	port	no.	4	but	can	go	up	to	port	8).I	found	setting	the	unit	up	via	a	PC	to	be	the	best	way,	as	it	is	a	lot	easier	to	set	channel	names	and	setup	the	frequencies	(including	repeater	off	sets)	and	the	CCTSS	config.When	you	first	try	to	start	the	programming	application	make	sure
you	have	just	the	programming	cable	connected	to	the	PC,	NOT	the	UV5R.	Windows	will	try	to	update	the	drivers	you	have	just	installed.	CANCEL	THAT	FUNCTIONIf	it	does	update	the	drivers,	I	found	I	couldnt	get	the	transceiver	to	talk	to	the	application.	In	fact	the	application	gives	an	error	message	telling	you	that	cant	communicate	with	the
transceiver.I	also	found	that	if	the	programming	cable	is	not	connected	to	the	PC	the	application	will	load	but	will	not	link	to	the	transceiver	once	connected.Now	the	application	has	started	it	time	to	connect	the	UV5R	to	the	programming	cable.	Baofeng	UV-5R	Programming	SoftwareSetting	up	to	Application:The	application	has	a	standard	windows
style	tool	bar.File,	Edit,	Program,	Communication,	Language	and	Exit.A	step	not	to	be	mist	is	to	set	the	USB	com	port	number	within	the	application.	Once	you	have	overcome	all	those	little	problems,	its	time	to	start	programming	your	UV5R.There	is	a	language	setting	to	be	switched	to	English.	Set	this	on	the	tool	bar.To	confirm	your	PC	is	talking	to
your	unit.	Ask	the	application	to	read	from	transceiver.	This	will	scan	the	unit	and	display	the	channel	details	currently	set	on	the	unit.	Use	the	tool	bar	or	ctl+rThe	order	of	the	frequencies,	repeaters	etc	is	completely	up	to	you.I	set	the	repeaters	from	channel	0	towards	127,	and	the	2M	and	70cm	simplex	channels	from	channel	127	towards	channel
0.	But	thats	the	way	I	have	setup	my	unit.Once	you	have	completed	you	list	:Chan	No.,	RX	Freq,	TX	Freq,	CCTSS	Freq,	Wide/	Narrow	setting,	Power,	and	Channel	display	ID	(repeater	name	or	Simplex	channel	ID.	You	are	ready	to	load	this	confirm	to	you	transceiver.	(there	are	a	couple	of	other	functions	on	list,	but	I	found	its	best	to	leave	as
default)Back	to	your	tool	bar	or	ctl+w.	This	will	upload	the	configuration.	You	are	ready	to	go.You	dont	have	to	program	the	unit	all	in	one	go.	It	is	something	that	can	be	setup	and	saved	for	uploading	later.	If	you	are	doing	your	configuration	this	way	you	dont	need	to	connect	the	programming	cable	to	the	PC.	As	you	will	not	be	loading	the
configuration	to	the	unit	at	this	time.	But	at	a	later	date,	where	you	will	require	to	go	through	the	upload	procedure,	after	opening	the	file	in	the	application	to	be	loaded.One	more	thing.	The	biggest	drawback	with	the	unit	is	the	small	rubber	duck	antenna	that	comes	with	the	transceiver.	I	suggest	you	buy	a	replacement	antenna	off	the	web.	There	is
a	good	range	of	replacements.	Try	and	find	a	wave	whip	type.	It	will	improve	the	range	you	can	work.Enjoy	your	UV5R.	SteveM6UEH	Thanks	again	to	Steve	for	submitting	this	excellent	article.	We	hope	it	helps.	Related	Links	I	own	two	of	these	little	gems.	They	really	do	offer	a	lot	of	bang	for	the	buck	One,	I	typically	carry	when	I	leave	the	home	QTH,
and	the	other	one	is	usually	left	laying	around	the	QTH,	and	used	as	a	wireless	mic	for	my	remote	base.	The	power	output	level	(either	'HIGH',	or	'LOW')	is	retained	in	the	memory	channel(s)	when	you	program	it,	so	I	set	my	'mobile'	one	up	for	'HIGH'	power	and	the	'remote	mic'	one	set	to	'LOW'	power.	They	look	identical,	so	sometimes	I	would	get
confused	as	to	which	one	I	had	in	hand.	I	thought	I	could	change	the	power	output	on	the	fly,	by	simply	going	into	the	MENU	and	choosing	whichever	level	I	wanted.	Well,	that	didn't	work.	Every	time	I	attempted	it,	the	radio	would	revert	back	to	the	programmed	power	level	(either	'HIGH',	or	'LOW')	:glare:	The	normal	sequence	to	change	the	power
level	is	as	follows:	(Note:	this	sequence	works	fine	if	you're	in	the	VFO	mode,	but	not	in	the	MEMORY	CHANNEL	mode).	1.	Depress	[MENU]	button	2.	Scroll	to	menu	#	2	3.	Depress	[MENU]	button	again	4.	Toggle	the	UP	or	DOWN	arrow	until	'HIGH'	or	'LOW'	is	displayed	(your	choice)	5.	Depress	[MENU]	again	to	confirm	6.	Depress	[EXIT]	So,	I
thought,	well,	maybe	I'll	just	program	multiple	memory	channels	with	the	same	freq,	PL,	etc.,	just	different	power	levels,	right?	This	would	work,	but	whatta	PITA,	trying	to	remember	all	the	memory	channels	that	were	programmed	with	'HIGH',	and	'LOW'	power	levels.	Purely	by	accident,	I	found	that	if	you	perform	the	following	sequence,	you	can
temporarily	change	the	output	level	until	you	turn	the	radio	off:	1.	Depress	[MENU]	button	2.	Scroll	to	menu	#	2	3.	Depress	[MENU]	button	again	4.	Toggle	the	UP	or	DOWN	arrow	until	'HIGH'	or	'LOW'	is	displayed	(your	choice)	5.	Depress	[MENU]	again	to	confirm,	BUT	-	DO	NOT	depress	[EXIT]	...	an	'L'	will	appear	adjacent	to	the	'S'	meter	in	the
LCD	if	it	'took'	6.	Depress	the	PTT	button	on	the	radio	...	Note,	if	you	depress	[EXIT]	instead	of	the	PTT	button,	the	'L'	will	disappear	from	the	LCD.	The	radio	will	retain	this	changed	power	level	until	the	radio	is	turned	off.	When	the	radio	is	powered	up	again,	the	power	output	level	will	again	revert	to	the	original	programmed	level.	Reactions:2
people	I've	been	going	through	an	"Improved	User	Manual"	(	and	there	is	a	keypad	power	shortcut:	press	the	"*"	key	briefly.	The	unit	will	change	from	High	Power	to	Low,	or	vice	versa.	If	you	don't	want	to	slog	through	the	entire	manual	to	find	it,	here	it	is:	"In	channel	mode,	also	acts	as	a	transmit	power	short	key.	While	in	channel	mode,momentarily
press	to	change	between	High	and	Low	transmit	power.	Do	note	thatthis	is	does	not	alter	the	transmit	power	stored	to	memory	for	that	channel,	it	only	affectsthe	current	session.	Switching	to	another	channel	or	another	operating	mode	(includingbroadcast	FM)	will	reset	transmit	power	to	what's	stored	in	channel	memory."	(last	revised	28-August-
2013)Not	clear	on	whether	this	is	firmware	related,	so	this	may	not	be	applicable	to	your	unit.	Hope	this	helps.	Last	edited:	Oct	26,	2013	Sorry.	I	miss-typed.	It's	the	"pound"	(#)	key	that	you	briefly	press	to	change	the	power	out.	Reactions:HomerBB	The	UV-5R	comes	in	different	case	styles	and	model	numbers,	but	all	are	identical	inside.If	youre
reading	this,	youve	probably	either	just	purchased	a	UV-5R	or	are	about	to	do	so.	Congratulations	on	a	good	choice.Like	any	other	professional	grade	two-way	radio,	the	UV-5R	has	an	enormous	amount	of	flexibility	and	versatility	in	terms	of	how	you	can	program	and	use	it.	This	is	both	a	good	thing	and	a	bad	thing.	You	cant	just	take	the	radio	out	of
its	box,	charge	up	the	battery,	and	start	using	it.	Although	it	comes	with	21	simplex	channels	pre-loaded,	youre	not	likely	to	use	any	of	them,	and	so	youll	need	to	program	in	and	name	the	channels	you	want.Furthermore,	youll	quickly	discover	that	the	provided	manual	is	far	from	well	written.But,	never	fear.	Solutions	to	all	these	issues	are	readily
available.	Lets	go	through	them	more	or	less	in	some	sort	of	sensible	sequence.1.	Radio	FirmwareDo	you	have	a	recent	level	of	firmware	in	your	radio?	There	are	some	relevant	improvements	and	bug	fixes	in	newer	firmware	levels,	and	it	is	easy	to	check.Turn	your	radio	off.	Press	and	hold	the	3	key,	and	while	holding	it,	turn	your	radio	on.	Release	the
3	key.Your	display	will	show	the	firmware	level	in	the	radio.	It	will	say	something	likeVERBFB297You	want	your	radio	to	be	version	297	or	higher.	This	software	has	been	out	since	about	Nov/Dec	2012,	and	if	your	radio	has	a	lower	version	firmware,	that	means	youre	getting	old	stock.	More	to	the	point,	earlier	version	firmwares	have	some	bugs	in
them,	and	most	to	the	point	the	firmware	in	your	radio	can	not	be	updated.Wed	recommend	that	if	you	get	a	radio	with	an	earlier	firmware,	you	contact	your	seller	and	ask	for	an	exchange	for	a	more	recent	version	radio,	or	simply	return	it	if	they	cant/wont/dont	offer	an	exchange.This	is	one	of	the	benefits	of	dealing	with	Amazon	(the	link	takes	you
straight	to	their	UV-5R	page)	not	only	do	they	have	great	prices,	and	fast	free	shipping	if	youre	a	Prime	member,	they	also	have	great	return	policies.At	the	time	of	writing	(April	2013),	we	are	still	occasionally	hearing	of	people	getting	stuck	with	old	stock	radios.	Dont	let	it	be	you.2.	A	Decent	ManualOkay,	so	your	radio	does	have	recent	firmware	in
it.	Great.Now	lets	fix	the	dreadful	manual	by	getting	you	a	very	much	better	manual.	Click	the	link	to	download	an	improved	Baofeng	UV-5R	manual.	This	improved	manual	was	written	by	one	person	and	then	edited/annotated/corrected	by	a	second,	and	between	the	two	of	them,	is	by	far	the	best	reference	work	for	the	radio	currently	available.Heres
a	second	link	to	a	great	cheat	sheet	for	the	keyboard	programming	options	the	radio	comes	with	(written	by	the	same	guy	who	annotated	the	excellent	manual	above).	Grab	a	copy	of	that,	too.3.	Software	to	Manage	Your	RadioOkay,	so	now	you	have	an	up-to-date	radio	and	a	great	manual	and	keyboard	(as	in	the	keyboard	on	the	radio	itself)
programming	cheat	sheet.	The	next	thing	you	need	is	good	software	to	program	and	manage	all	the	radios	settings	and	the	128	different	channels	that	can	be	stored	in	its	memory.This	assumes	you	have	already	purchased	a	programming	cable	for	the	radio	that	connects	between	a	computer	USB	port	and	the	radios	mike/speaker	connector.	If	you
havent	done	so,	youll,	about	now,	be	discovering	just	how	essential	this	is!	Heres	a	link	to	the	programming	cables	on	Amazon.	Go	and	get	one.Note	that	some	cables	are	for	the	baby	brother	of	the	UV-5R	the	UV-3R	Dont	get	that	it	uses	a	different	connector.And	theres	no	need	to	pay	extra	money	to	get	the	cable	and	software.	Just	get	the	cable,
because	the	Baofeng	software	it	comes	with	is	only	slightly	better	than	the	Baofeng	manual	the	radio	comes	with.	Again,	youre	going	to	replace	the	inferior	provided	software	with	very	much	better,	and	free,	software.Once	you	have	your	cable,	go	to	the	CHIRP	website	and	download	their	software.	There	are	versions	for	PCs,	Macs,	and	Linux.The
CHIRP	software	will	enable	you	to	program	both	the	radios	general	settings	(things	such	as	squelch	levels,	backlight	settings,	scan	mode,	and	so	on)	and	also	the	specific	settings	for	each	of	its	128	memory	channels.	Youll	find	this	amazingly	easier	and	more	straightforward	than	struggling	either	with	programming	the	radio	from	its	own	keypad,	or
through	the	Baofeng	software.Heres	a	great	guide	to	what	the	various	CHIRP	fields	mean	for	programming	the	channels.4.	Choosing	Your	FrequenciesNow	for	the	fun	part.	There	are	128	memories	in	the	radio,	and	you	can	load	frequencies	of	your	choice	into	them.	But	what	frequencies	will	you	load	in?We	suggest	programming	some
FRS/GMRS/MURS	frequencies	into	the	radio,	plus	some	ham	frequencies	too	(assuming	youre	a	bona	fide	licensed	ham).	These	are	discussed	below.We	suggest	you	use	some	sort	of	standard	frequency	numbering	scheme	although	you	can	(and	should)	also	program	frequency	names,	it	is	helpful	to	have	some	sort	of	self-interpreting	channel	numbers,
too.For	example,	we	have	channels	1	9	for	high	priority	high	usage	general	channels.	These	include	the	standard	national	calling	channels	(eg	446	MHz)	as	well	as	a	few	local	repeater	channels	that	give	good	coverage,	and	our	own	groups	calling	channels.We	then	have	channels	11	24	for	FRS,	25	29	for	MURS,	31-8	and	41-8	for	GMRS	simplex
channels,	and	51-58	for	GMRS	duplex	channels.	We	have	channels	61	99	for	various	other	repeaters	and	specific	channels	for	specific	services,	then	channels	100+	for	interesting	local	channels	we	like	to	monitor	(public	safety,	etc).The	reason	for	naming	channels	is	so	that	when	you	hear	a	transmission	on	an	unfamiliar	frequency,	its	name	might
give	you	a	clue	as	to	what	you	are	hearing.Note	that	these	radios	are	not	ideally	suited	for	scanning	purposes	mainly	because	their	scanning	rate	is	too	slow.	By	the	time	theyve	cycled	through	100	or	so	channels	and	returned	to	channel	one,	more	than	30	seconds	has	passed.	This	means	you	can	miss	entire	conversations.	If	you	really	want	to	scan
multiple	channels,	you	should	get	a	separate	standalone	high-speed	scanner,	or	at	the	very	least,	get	multiple	UV-5R	radios	and	program	each	one	to	only	a	limited	number	of	channels.4.1	FRS/GRMS/MURS	FrequenciesIn	several	of	our	other	articles	about	handheld	radios	weve	discussed	the	grey	legality	of	using	these	radios	as	FRS/GMRS/MURS
radios.	It	is	up	to	you	how	you	personally	resolve	this	issue,	and	perhaps	suffice	it	to	say	that	if	you	wanted	to	program	the	channels	in	to	your	radio	so	you	could	at	least	monitor	and	listen	to	the	channels,	that	would	be	perfectly	legal.	It	is	only	if/when	you	transmit	that	you	possibly	trespass	to	the	dark	side	of	the	grey	area.The	good	news	is	that	the
CHIRP	software	has	these	frequencies	already	available	for	you	to	copy	in	to	your	radio.	Go	to	Radio	Import	from	Stock	Config	and	select	the	frequencies	you	want	and	decide	which	channels	to	import	them	to.Youll	see	that	CHIRP	has	the	eight	GMRS	repeater	frequency	pairs	in	its	stock	configuration.	That	is	great	for	using	the	radios	with	GMRS
repeaters,	but	if	you	wanted	to	transmit/receive	on	the	frequency	paired	channels	in	simplex	mode	(ie	both	transmitting	and	receiving	on	the	same	frequency)	youd	want	to	import	the	frequencies	a	second	time	and	edit	them	to	simplex	using	the	transmit	frequency,	then	a	third	time	and	edit	them	to	simplex	using	the	receive	frequency.Note	also	the
first	seven	of	the	FRS	frequencies	are	the	shared	FRS/GMRS	frequencies.Our	article	Explaining	the	Confusion	of	Frequencies	and	Channels	with	FRS	&	GMRS	Radios	provides	some	much-needed	clarification	on	these	matters.It	is	helpful	to	have	all	these	frequencies	programmed	if	you	want	to	scan/monitor	the	frequency	bands	to	pick	up	on	other
people	nearby.	But	if	youre	only	interested	in	using	the	radios	for	your	own	use,	then	you	dont	need	every	last	frequency	entered	and	maybe	it	keeps	things	simpler	to	just	have	a	few	frequencies	stored	in	memory.4.2	Ham	FrequenciesFind	out	who	your	local	frequency	coordinator	group	is.	If	you	have	a	copy	of	the	helpful	and	annual	(but	not	always
up-to-date	or	complete)	ARRL	Repeater	Directory	youll	find	listings	to	local	groups	in	the	front;	a	bit	of	detective	work	through	Google	and	the	ARRL	site	will	often	get	you	to	the	appropriate	groups	as	well.	Hopefully	the	frequency	coordinating	group	has	a	website	and	hopefully	you	can	download	a	set	of	repeater	frequencies	from	them.The	CHIRP
software	also	links	you	to	some	online	services	(Radio	Import	from	Data	Source)	that	have	many	of	the	local	frequencies	already	in	suitable	format	for	you	to	automatically	transfer	over	to	your	radio.	If	you	do	this,	it	pays	to	check	the	data	with	the	local	frequency	coordinator	group	if	possible	generally	the	local	frequency	coordinator	group	has	the
latest	and	best	information	to	refer	to.Youll	find	it	helpful	to	understand	which	repeaters	you	can	access,	and	youll	want	to	build	up	an	understanding	of	the	coverage	areas	of	such	repeaters.	In	the	event	of	an	emergency	that	does	not	immediately	destroy	such	repeaters,	they	will	be	one	of	your	preferred	means	of	communicating	with	other	members
of	your	group,	especially	if	some	of	the	group	are	not	within	direct/simplex	range.Usually	the	repeater	listings	tell	you	approximately	where	the	repeaters	are	located,	so	that	gives	you	a	good	helpful	start	to	understanding	which	ones	might	be	relevant	both	around	your	local	normal	area	where	you	live	and	work,	and	on	any	routes	from	there	to
where	your	retreat	is,	and	of	course,	repeaters	in/around	your	retreat.It	is	hard	to	know	whether	repeaters	will	remain	operable	or	not	in	any	sort	of	emergency	scenario.	If	the	repeater	is	only	powered	from	mains/grid	power	(perhaps	with	an	hour	or	two	of	UPS	battery	as	backup	for	brief	power	cuts)	then	clearly,	as	soon	as	it	loses	power,	it	goes
down,	and	it	stays	down	until	mains	power	is	restored.But	if	the	repeater	is	solar-powered	(and	an	appreciable	number	are)	then	it	is	much	more	resilient	to	interruptions	in	the	normal	world.	You	should	find	out	about	your	local	repeaters,	and	maybe	join	the	appropriate	groups/clubs	that	own	and	maintain	them,	and	subtly	lobby	for	making	the
repeater	grid-independent.Youll	actually	find	you	have	a	fair	measure	of	support	for	such	concepts.	While	not	all	hams	are	preppers,	many	enjoy	the	thought	of	being	able	to	participate	and	assist	in	minor	regional	emergencies	temporary	Level	1	type	scenarios,	and	within	that	concept,	the	idea	of	making	a	repeater	as	robust	as	possible	will	find
plenty	of	support.4.3	Other	Interesting	Local	Frequencies	to	MonitorYou	can	use	resources	such	as	www.radioreference.com	and	www.scannerstuff.com	and	www.mygmrs.com	and	www.interceptradio.com	to	get	lists	of	local	frequencies	used	variously	by	public	safety,	local,	state	and	federal	government,	and	all	types	of	businesses	from	the	local
fast-food	joint	to	mall	security	companies	and	just	about	every	other	type	of	radio	user	imaginable.It	can	be	interesting	listening	to	some	of	these	frequencies,	and	you	might	think	of	some	tactical	advantages	to	being	able	to	monitor	some	of	them	as	well	both	while	life	is	comfortable	and	normal,	and	in	an	uncertain	future	if	things	start	to	go	suddenly
very	wrong.However,	remember	that	these	radios	are	not	fully	featured	when	it	comes	to	advanced	scanning,	and	they	cant	monitor	digital	or	trunked	frequencies	at	all.	If	these	are	things	you	want	to	monitor	(and	increasingly	the	more	interesting	radio	channels	are	on	digital/trunked	systems),	youll	need	other	equipment.At	the	risk	of	stating	the
obvious,	just	because	you	have	a	radio	that	is	theoretically	capable	of	listening	and	transmitting	on	any	particular	frequency,	that	does	not	mean	that	you	are	allowed	to	do	so.4.4	Weather	FrequenciesNot	a	separate	function,	but	an	often	overlooked	capability,	is	to	program	in	the	NOAA	Weather	Radio	channels.There	are	seven	of	them,	in	the	VHF
band.	If	you	are	getting	low	on	spare	channels,	you	could	just	program	in	the	one	or	two	for	the	areas	you	expect	to	be	(the	preceding	link	takes	you	to	pages	that	list	the	locations	and	coverage	areas	for	each	transmitter);	otherwise,	it	is	easy	to	put	all	seven	into	your	radio	(and	CHIRP	has	them	preloaded	to	copy	over	go	to	the	Radio	Import	from
Stock	Config	option).162.400162.425162.450162.475162.500162.525162.5505.	A	Note	on	FrequenciesThe	Baofeng	UV-5R	series	of	radios	will	receive	and	transmit	on	FM	modulated	VHF	frequencies	between	136-174MHZ	and	on	FM	modulated	UHF	frequencies	between	400-480/520MHz.It	will	also	receive	only	(but	not	transmit)	on	FM	modulated
VHF	frequencies	between	65	108	MHz.First,	to	explain	the	UHF	range.	Many	times	the	radios	might	be	specified	as	having	an	upper	range	of	480	MHz,	but	(at	least	for	the	more	recent	firmware	units)	the	upper	range	is	actually	520	MHz.	Trust	us	on	this	weve	tested	to	confirm.Second,	there	is	a	problem	with	very	inexpensive	radios	being	freely
available.	Sometimes	people	buy	them	who,	ahem,	probably	shouldnt.	We	regularly	see	ridiculous	claims	from	people	on	websites,	saying	that	they	have	managed	to	modify	their	UV-5R	radios	to	receive	(and	presumably	transmit,	too)	on	other	frequencies	not	just	slight	extensions	of	the	official	frequency	ranges,	but	all	the	way	up	to	1	GHz	and	down
to	only	a	few	MHz.Weve	also	read	other	people	saying	they	have	modified	their	radios	to	receive	AM	as	well	as	FM	signals.Both	these	types	of	claims	are	physically	impossible,	and	are	outright	utter	nonsense.	We	cant	comment	as	to	the	mental	health	of	people	who	make	such	claims,	but	the	unavoidable	electrical	and	electronic	reality	is	that	no
matter	what	you	can	get	the	display	on	the	front	of	the	radios	to	show	they	will	not	work	outside	the	frequency	ranges	they	have	been	designed	to	operate	on.	We	will	concede	that	with	increasingly	poor	performance,	maybe	you	could	extend	the	two	bands	by	about	5%	10%	at	each	end,	but	beyond	that,	the	circuitry	just	will	not	work.And	as	for
receiving	AM	signals	on	an	FM	radio,	thats	also	not	electrically/electronically	possible.We	all	like	to	get	something	for	nothing,	but	dont	risk	damaging	your	radios	by	trying	these	nonsense	modifications.	They	cant	work,	they	dont	work,	and	they	wont	work.6.	Broadcast	FM	RadioIn	addition	to	being	able	to	transmit	and	receive	on	its	two	bands,	the
Baofeng	UV-5R	has	a	bonus	feature.	It	also	has	a	good	quality	extended	FM	broadcast	band	receiver	in	it,	which	allows	you	to	receive	but	not	transmit	on	both	the	regular	broadcasting	FM	band	(88-108	MHz)	and	also	on	the	65-88MHz	frequencies	too.Theres	not	a	lot	of	activity	in	the	65-88MHz	part	of	the	spectrum	(thats	putting	it	mildly)	and	the
radio	only	tunes	in	100	kHz	steps	in	this	mode.	However,	the	regular	FM	radio	capability	is	convenient.You	cant	store	FM	channels	in	the	radios	memories,	but	you	can	use	the	scan	function	to	jump	from	one	radio	station	to	the	next.7.	Some	Settings	to	ConsiderThe	radio	has	a	lot	of	configurable	options,	either	through	keyboard	programming	or	via
the	CHIRP	software.	Most	items	can	be	left	at	their	default	setting,	and	the	per	channel	items	for	each	channel	can	be	configured	as	is	needed.There	are	a	few	settings	to	consider,	however.7.1	SquelchThe	squelch	setting	can	be	varied	from	0	(squelch	off,	you	get	all	background	noise	all	the	time)	up	to	9	(very	high	squelch,	only	strong	signals	punch
through).The	radio	is	set	to	a	default	value	of	5.	Different	people	have	different	approaches	and	opinions	about	squelch,	and	you	should	adopt	an	approach	that	reflects	your	needs.If	you	only	want	to	use	your	radio	for	local	communications,	then	set	the	squelch	level	for	one	or	two	numbers	lower	than	the	level	necessary	to	ensure	that	it	always	opens
when	receiving	signals	from	the	furtherest	away	place	with	the	poorest	radio	signals	that	you	want	to	receive	from.	By	having	a	higher	number	squelch	setting,	youll	be	less	troubled	by	other	weak	signals,	especially	ones	that	many	times	are	too	weak	to	really	understand.But	if	you	want	to	hear	the	other	guys	transmissions	before	he	hears	yours,	and
if	you	want	to	be	sure	to	pick	up	even	very	weak	signals,	just	for	the	knowing	that	there	are	other	people	out	there,	even	if	still	some	distance	away,	then	set	your	squelch	down	to	1	or	2.We	generally	have	our	squelch	setting	at	1,	and	find	that	we	can	understand	most	of	the	transmissions	that	come	in.	We	want	to	know	who	else	is	using	radios	out
there,	hopefully	before	they	know	about	us.7.2	Dual	FrequencyIf	you	have	a	lot	of	people	in	your	group,	and	if	you	are	using	your	radios	a	lot,	it	might	be	sensible	to	have	multiple	channels,	plus	a	master	emergency	channel.	Then	you	could	have	everyone	in	one	team	using	one	channel,	and	everyone	in	a	different	team	or	tasking	unit	using	a	different
channel,	and	the	two	different	sets	of	users	not	interfering	with	each	other.At	the	same	time,	youd	also	have	both	teams	having	a	second	global	channel	on	their	radios,	so	if	there	was	any	sort	of	emergency	or	community	wide	broadcast,	everyone	would	get	it	on	their	second	channel.7.3	CTCSS,	DCS,	etcThere	are	ways	to	code	the	radios	so	they	send
specific	inaudible	tones	or	other	types	of	signaling	with	every	message	they	send	out,	and	also	so	they	will	only	play	through	the	speaker	messages	they	receive	with	specific	tones	on	them,	too.This	is	a	very	dangerous	and	widely	misunderstood	set	of	capabilities.	They	are	useful	and	sometimes	necessary	when	using	a	repeater	repeaters	are
commonly	configured	so	they	will	only	rebroadcast	a	message	if	the	incoming	message	has	an	activating	tone	associated	with	it.	The	repeaters	are	configured	this	way	as	much	to	cut	down	on	repeater	to	repeater	interference	as	for	any	other	reason,	although	they	are	sometimes	also	used	as	a	small	measure	of	access-restriction	too.But	for	regular
use	within	your	community	members,	adding	these	types	of	tones	seems	to	often	result	in	someones	radio	being	mis-configured	and	the	person	not	hearing	any	messages,	and	his	own	messages	in	turn	also	not	being	heard.So	generally	we	recommend	you	keep	all	these	settings	off.But	there	is	one	possible	alternative	factor	to	consider.	If	you	were	to
have	any	opposing	force	take	one	of	your	radios,	theyd	then	be	able	to	monitor	and	even	possibly	jam	your	communications	within	your	group.	The	radio	theyd	have	seized	would	have	all	your	channels	programmed	into	it.If	you	configured	vulnerable-to-being-taken	radios	to	use	some	type	of	tone	signaling,	then	this	would	(hopefully)	not	be	intuitively
obvious	to	the	people	who	stole	the	radio.	You	could	simply	switch	your	other	radios	to	another	code	(and	there	are	hundreds	to	choose	from)	and	that	would	probably	be	all	youd	need	to	do	to	prevent	the	person	with	the	stolen	radio	from	listening	in.	Only	if	they	had	technical	radio	skills,	and	knew	how	to	read	the	configuration	of	your	radio	and	how
to	change	it	could	they	restore	their	ability	to	monitor	your	radio	traffic.Note	that	if	you	use	these	types	of	tones	to	selectively	block	unwanted	radio	traffic	within	your	network,	it	will	not	prevent	other	people	(ie	OpFor	types)	who	already	have	radio	receivers	tuned	to	the	frequencies	you	are	using,	from	monitoring	your	transmissions.	They	would	of
course	not	have	any	of	these	selective	block	features	enabled	and	so	would	hear	all	your	transmissions.The	recommendation	to	use	the	tones	on	your	radios	would	only	be	beneficial	if	you	were	using	unusual	frequencies	that	any	other	people	would	be	less	likely	to	be	monitoring.	And,	of	course,	if	they	did	get	one	of	your	pre-configured	radios,	the
recommendation	again	assumes	(and	assuming	is	never	a	good	thing	to	do!)	that	they	wouldnt	know	either	about	opening	the	squelch	via	the	button	on	the	side	of	the	radio,	or	about	reprogramming	the	radio	to	ignore	the	CTCSS	or	whatever	control	tones.So	it	might	be	beneficial,	but	it	sure	isnt	a	guaranteed	solution.7.4	Key	LockThis	is	an	essential
feature	that	we	urge	you	to	enable	in	your	radios.	Set	the	radio	for	automatic	key	lock	any	time	the	keyboard	has	not	been	used	for	a	while.When	your	radio	is	locked,	youll	still	be	able	to	use	the	on/off/volume	control	and	the	push-to-talk	button	(and	the	other	two	side	buttons	too).	But	all	the	other	keys	are	locked.	This	is	a	good	thing	it	means	theres
no	way	you	can	accidentally	bump	the	radio	and	change	its	frequency	or	one	of	its	other	settings.	If	you	dont	have	the	radio	locked,	you	will	inevitably	be	bumping	it	against	things	from	time	to	time,	so	it	may	not	be	on	the	channel	or	setting	you	need	it	to	be	on	when	either	you	urgently	need	to	contact	someone,	or	someone	urgently	needs	to	contact
you.So	set	the	radio	to	auto-lock.	It	is	easy	enough	to	unlock	if	you	do	need	to	change	something	you	just	hold	down	the	lock/unlock	key	for	a	couple	of	seconds.7.5	Channel	Frequency	StepIf	you	wish	to	scan	a	block	of	frequencies	(and	remembering	that	these	radios	are	not	at	their	best	as	scanners	due	to	slow	scanning	speed	and	lack	of
sophisticated	scanning	features)	you	should	consider	what	frequency	step	setting	you	have.	The	radios	can	be	set	to	move	from	as	little	as	2.5	kHz	up	to	as	much	as	25	kHz	for	each	step	while	scanning	and	tuning.If	you	set	it	to	25	kHz	and	a	sophisticated	opponent	is	using	nonstandard	frequencies	for	his	own	radio	communications,	you	might	skip
right	past	his	frequencies	and	never	detect	them.For	this	type	of	purpose,	it	is	better	to	set	the	frequency	step	low.7.6	Transmit	Power	SettingThe	radio	can	be	set	to	transmit	with	1W	or	4W	of	output	power.	This	can	be	set	channel	by	channel	as	appropriate.Although	a	lot	of	the	time	we	are	focused	on	getting	the	best	possible	range	from	a	radio,
there	are	exceptions	to	this	case.	Generally	we	recommend	you	transmit	with	the	least	amount	of	power	necessary.	This	saves	your	battery,	reduces	the	amount	of	radio	frequency	energy	and	any	effects	it	may	cause	on	you,	and	also	limits	the	distance	at	which	your	communications	can	be	overheard	by	other	people.Sure,	if	you	cant	be	clearly	heard
at	1W,	then	by	all	means	go	up	to	4W,	because	you	have	little	choice.	But	if	you	are	heard	clearly	at	4W,	consider	dropping	down	to	1W.8.	Other	Information	and	ResourcesThe	Baofeng	radios	are	very	popular,	with	the	result	there	are	lots	of	websites	and	user	forums	out	there	that	discuss	the	radios.Thats	the	good	news.	The	bad	news	is	that	some	of
the	participants	on	these	forums	seem	like	recidivists	from	the	bad	old	days	of	CB	radios	in	the	1970s	the	real	reason	the	CB	radio	craze	died	out	(in	our	opinion)	is	because	the	airwaves	became	infested	with	idiots	who	jammed	up	the	channels	and	made	the	participation	of	normal	people	into	an	unpleasant	and	difficult	experience.Just	as	low-priced
GMRS/FRS	radios	have	sort	of	overwhelmed	the	FCCs	policing	of	the	GMRS	radio	bands,	the	ready	availability	of	low-priced	HT	sets	like	the	UV-5R	threatens	to	see	the	2m	and	70cm	ham	bands	infested	by	such	people,	too.	Fortunately	at	least	so	far	the	ham	community	has	been	vigilant	at	policing	itself,	and	we	hope	that	will	continue	to	happen	on
the	air,	if	not	on	the	internet.There	is	an	excellent	website	at	that	is	focused	on	all	UV-5R	related	issues.	It	is	well	worth	your	while	to	read	all	the	way	through	it.	The	material	is	generally	accurate	and	helpful.There	is	an	active	Yahoo	Group	that	you	might	want	to	join	as	well.	Weve	found	that	theres	a	high	proportion	of	nonsense	messages	in	this
group,	alas;	but	if	you	can	survive	that	for	a	few	weeks,	you	might	pick	up	some	useful	additional	information,	and	it	is	easy	enough	to	unsubscribe	from	the	group	again.Currently	there	are	7700	members	of	the	group,	and	at	least	some	of	them	are	very	helpful	and	sensible.	Others	however	clearly	dont	know	what	a	ham	license	is,	let	alone	have
one.SummaryYour	Baofeng	UV-5R	radios	are	capable	of	doing	many	things,	and	are	flexible	and	versatile	communication	tools.Hopefully	the	information	on	this	page	will	help	you	configure	them	to	best	reflect	the	operational	needs	and	situation	in	which	you	are	using	them.	If	youve	not	already	done	so,	we	recommend	you	also	read	through	our
article	A	Complete	System	for	your	Baofeng	UV-5R	Radio	this	gives	you	details	of	other	accessories	that	you	should	get	to	extend	the	use	and	functionality	of	your	radios.	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	I	have	heard	of	the	Nagoya	771	and	have	read	allot	of	reviews	on	it.	From	what	I	can	see	longer	isn't	always	better.	It	would	seem	that	it	works	well	for
VHF,	but	UHF	performance	is	about	the	same	a	the	stock	antenna.	Be	careful	there	are	fake	Nagoya	771's	out	there.	They	do	not	work!	I	know	because	I	ended	up	getting	one.	It	worked	"ok"	on	Vhf	but	was	dead	on	UHF.	Funny	thing	was	I	ordered	two	of	them	from	the	same	place,	409shop.com,	one	was	fake	and	one	was	not.	Spend	the	extra	$$$
and	get	the	Comet	or	Diamond	or	my	personal	favorite	Smiley	Antennas	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	Be	careful	there	are	fake	Nagoya	771's	out	there.	They	do	not	work!	I	know	because	I	ended	up	getting	one.	It	worked	"ok"	on	Vhf	but	was	dead	on	UHF.	Funny	thing	was	I	ordered	two	of	them	from	the	same	place,	409shop.com,	one	was	fake	and
one	was	not.	Spend	the	extra	$$$	and	get	the	Comet	or	Diamond	or	my	personal	favorite	Smiley	Antennas	Have	ordered	several	items	from	the	409shop	w/o	a	single	problem.	Could	it	be	that	just	one	item	you	got	was	a	defect?	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	I	thought	so	at	first	but	under	closer	look	there	was	a	small	physical	difference.	The	hump	in
the	whip	was	shorter	on	the	one	that	didn't	work.	I	have	ordered	a	lot	from	409	as	well	without	any	issues	so	I	am	not	blaming	them	but	there	are	fakes	out	there.	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	I	looked	at	the	various	Baofeng	models	on	Universal	Radio's	site.	They	show	the	same	battery	part	#.	I	was	mainly	interested	in	knowing	if	my	high	cap	battery
is	compatible.	Looks	like	it	may	just	work.	Maybe	this	will	help	you....	If	the	battery	is	made	by	Boafeng	then	it	will	work.	If	it	is	made	by	Expertpower	or	another	off	brand	then	it	will	not	work	without	some	plastic	case	modification.	The	Nagoya	na-666	has	the	same	gain	rating	as	the	na-771	but	is	half	the	length.	It	will	be	interesting	to	see	how	it
does.	I	have	both	the	666	and	771	...	the	771	is	clearly	better	on	all	3	of	my	hand	helds...	It	is	also	twice	as	long	.	I	find	this	very	intreagueing.	The	reveiws	I	have	read	it	would	seem	a	50/50	split	on	performance	between	the	two.	And	specifically	this	performance	was	on	UHF	rather	than	VHF.	This	is	what	I	am	concerned	with.	I	will	have	to	see	how
well	it	does	when	it	comes	in	as	compared	to	the	stock	antenna	which	undoubtibly	will	do	much	better.	At	some	point	in	the	furue	I	will	pick	up	a	771	and	compare	the	two.	Interesting.	Looks	like	a	telescopic	homebrew.	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	Yes	that	is	basically	what	it	is.	The	only	down	side	is	it	puts	pressure	on	the	SMA	connector	so	you	just
need	to	be	careful.	Reactions:2	people	Could	you	explain	how	you	set	the	antenna	for	both	2	and	70cm?	Or	do	you	just	pull	it	all	the	way	up?	Seems	that	you	would	also	need	a	sma	female	to	bnc	male	adapter.	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	Yeah	thats	it,	you	pulll	it	up	and	down.	All	the	way	up	is	vhf	and	down	is	uhf	but	it	will	work	uhf	all	the	way	up
and	whf	all	the	way	down.	Page	2	So	how	would	you	compare	this	antenna	to	the	Nogoya	na-771	that	everyone	seems	to	be	raving	about?	I	also	wonder	how	it	would	compare	to	the	commet,	and	diamond	versions	of	antennas	for	the	Boafeng?	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	No	comparison,	this	one	is	way	better.	It's	only	real	downside	is	it's	big	and
that	could	cause	some	issues.	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	I've	used	telescopic	antennas,	but	found	them	to	be	cumbersome,	delicate	and	unwieldy.	I	would	only	use	one	if	I	was	in	a	fringe	area.	I've	owned	and	tried	just	about	every	HT	antenna	there	is/was	on	the	market,	except	for	the	flood	of	Chicom	crap.	I'm	only	interested	in	single	or	dual	band
HT's,	so	the	Comet	24	and	the	Diamond	RH77CA	are	the	only	ones	I	even	consider	using.	The	Comet	24	series	is	a	great	performer.	Reactions:1	person	intreagueing.	How	heavy	is	it?	The	sma	connector	is	only	held	in	by	two	screws	that	are	a	little	bigger	than	eyeglass	screws	and	the	metal	backing	plate	(heatsink)appears	to	be	a	potmetel	(cast	zinc)	I
would	think	over	time	it	would	work	the	threaded	holes	smooth	allowing	the	sma	connector	to	come	loose.	Perhaps	it	would	be	best	used	while	the	ht	is	stationary?	How	solid	does	it	seem	when	you	are	walking	around	with	it?	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	intreagueing.	How	heavy	is	it?	The	sma	connector	is	only	held	in	by	two	screws	that	are	a	little
bigger	than	eyeglass	screws	and	the	metal	backing	plate	(heatsink)appears	to	be	a	potmetel	(cast	zinc)	I	would	think	over	time	it	would	work	the	threaded	holes	smooth	allowing	the	sma	connector	to	come	loose.	Perhaps	it	would	be	best	used	while	the	ht	is	stationary?	How	solid	does	it	seem	when	you	are	walking	around	with	it?	It's	not	heavy	but	it
is	heavier	then	a	771	and	like.	Yes	it	can	loosen	the	SMA	connector	so	you	have	to	watch	that.	Walking	around	is	fine	it's	just	long.	Perhaps	removing	the	screws	and	applying	some	locktite	may	be	in	order	as	a	cheap	inusrence	policy.	Maybe	I	will	try	one	in	the	future.	Thanks	for	the	info.	73's	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!
My	reason	for	liking	the	UV-5r	is	its	a	$50	HT!	When	I	press	the	PTT	the	person	on	the	other	end	hears	me,	it	brings	up	repeaters	and	it	just	works.	Yes	it	has	issues,	lots	of	them,	but	I	can	clearly	over	look	them	because	of	the	cost.	Yes	I	had	problems	getting	it	to	sync	on	the	PC	at	first	but	the	fact	is	I	run	Linux	so	I	should	have	problem.	Those	were
worked	out	and	now	it	syncs	easily	every	time.	Does	the	display	fade	when	the	HT	gets	warm	from	transmitting	long,	yes	it	does	but	it	never	fades	enough	that	I	can't	see	it.	Is	it	hard	to	get	it	to	scan,	yes	it	is	but	fiddle	with	it	and	it	will	start.	Surely	I	can	buy	an	ICOM,	Kenwood	or	Yaesu	that	will	"work"	better	but	in	the	end	when	I	push	the	PTT	and
the	other	person	hears	me	it	makes	no	difference	what	I	am	using.	Batteries	are	cheap,	add	on's	are	cheap	and	if	it	dies	I	will	just	buy	another	one	and	still	spend	less	then	I	would	if	I	bought	one	of	the	big	three.	So	far	I	have	had	my	5R	for	two	years,	it's	still	going	strong	and	working	like	it	should.	It	has	all	the	"issues"	it	always	had	and	I	still	use	it
everyday.	Even	has	a	52	mile	simplex	contact	with	it	using	the	rubber	duck,	got	to	love	conditions!	My	reason	for	liking	the	UV-5r	is	its	a	$50	HT!	When	I	press	the	PTT	the	person	on	the	other	end	hears	me,	it	brings	up	repeaters	and	it	just	works.	Yes	it	has	issues,	lots	of	them,	but	I	can	clearly	over	look	them	because	of	the	cost.	Yes	I	had	problems
getting	it	to	sync	on	the	PC	at	first	but	the	fact	is	I	run	Linux	so	I	should	have	problem.	Those	were	worked	out	and	now	it	syncs	easily	every	time.	Does	the	display	fade	when	the	HT	gets	warm	from	transmitting	long,	yes	it	does	but	it	never	fades	enough	that	I	can't	see	it.	Is	it	hard	to	get	it	to	scan,	yes	it	is	but	fiddle	with	it	and	it	will	start.	Surely	I
can	buy	an	ICOM,	Kenwood	or	Yaesu	that	will	"work"	better	but	in	the	end	when	I	push	the	PTT	and	the	other	person	hears	me	it	makes	no	difference	what	I	am	using.	Batteries	are	cheap,	add	on's	are	cheap	and	if	it	dies	I	will	just	buy	another	one	and	still	spend	less	then	I	would	if	I	bought	one	of	the	big	three.	So	far	I	have	had	my	5R	for	two	years,
it's	still	going	strong	and	working	like	it	should.	It	has	all	the	"issues"	it	always	had	and	I	still	use	it	everyday.	Even	has	a	52	mile	simplex	contact	with	it	using	the	rubber	duck,	got	to	love	conditions!	I	agree.	You	could	have	almost	four	of	them	with	all	the	trimmings	for	the	cost	of	one	of	the	big	name	HT's.	I	find	allot	of	anomosity	out	there	over	these.
I	guess	it	stems	from	feeling	"ripped	off"	for	paying	alomost	4	bills	for	a	big	name	Ht.	The	other	thing	I	hear	allot	of	is	them	being	called	"chinese	radios",	to	which	I	reply	"	where	do	you	think	the	big	three's	are	made?":headbang.	I	can	see	that	if	they	continue	to	improve	their	quality	and	keep	the	price	low	it	may	start	to	force	the	big	three	to	lower
their	prices	to	stay	competitive.	In	my	experence	with	the	one	I	have	it	does	really	benifit	from	doing	an	audio	modification	to	improve	the	mic	gain	issue.	Having	done	this	one	and	using	it	side	by	side	with	my	Kenwood	and	I	am	being	told	that	there	is	very	little	difference.	There	is	allot	of	room	for	improvement	with	these	and	it	is	withing	the	scope
of	someone	with	excellent	soldering	skills	to	accomplish.	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	I	just	ordered	the	plus	version.	I'm	really	happy	with	my	original	UV5R,	but	I	do	like	the	looks	of	the	plus	version.	Now,	I	have	to	Bowfangs.	I	am	assuming	you	are	refering	to	the	uv-5re	plus.	They	are	very	nice.	I	did	the	extended	battery	mod	a	couple	days	ago	and
it	fits	good.	I	seen	the	video	where	he	enlarged	the	hole	for	the	mic	element.	This	will	only	have	a	minimal	effect.	These	radios	have	a	mic	gain	issue	and	needs	to	be	modified	to	acheave	the	correct	deviation.	I	did	this	as	well	and	it	really	made	a	big	difference.	Now	the	audio	is	right	up	there	along	with	my	Kenwood.	i	am	really	happy	with	it.	I	looked
over	the	spec's	on	that	Smiley	antenna	and	it	seems	that	they	are	similar	the	commet	SMA-24J	and	the	Diamond	SRJ77CA.	So	what	about	it	makes	you	feel	that	it	is	superior	to	those?	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	Got	my	Plus	version	today.	You	have	to	French	kiss	the	mic,	to	get	acceptable	transmit	audio.	Other	than	that,	it's	okay.	Might	do	the	mod,
might	not.	My	old	UV5R,	has	potent	audio	in	comparison.	Reactions:1	person	Page	3	I	see	in	the	posts	that	some	fellas	are	having	great	results	with	the	stock	antenna.	I	am	curious	if	anyone	has	tried	other	antennas,	and	what	were	the	results?	Also,	have	any	of	you	guys	picked	up	the	speaker/mic	and	tried	it?	73,	RT307	I	bought	a	few	extra	antennas
for	the	UV	5R	that	I	have.	The	stock	rubber	duck	that	came	with	mine	works	but	not	as	well	as	the	gain	antennas'	I	bought.	I	got	a	few	off	of	Ebay,	I'm	not	sure	right	now	what	model	numbers	they	are	as	I	don't	have	it	in	front	of	me	but	one	antenna	is	about	16	inches	long,	it	really	gets	out	there	and	hits	a	lot	of	distant	repeaters,	where	the	stock
antenna	cant'	bring	the	same	repeaters	up.	The	gain	antennas	are	relatively	cheap	on	Ebay.	Note	that	if	you	use	one	of	the	gain	antennas	that	is	real	long	you	may	have	a	problem	with	the	HT	falling	over	on	the	table	or	wherever	you	set	it	down	.	The	longer	antenna	tends	to	put	it	off	balance	and	it	will	fall	over	easily	if	you	aren't	careful.	I	also	got	the
speaker	mic,	and	it	works	a	lot	better	than	the	mic	on	the	HT.	What	I	did	to	improve	the	audio	on	the	UV	5R	is	I	took	a	tiny	drill	bit	and	carefully	made	the	small	mic	hole	a	wee	bit	larger	in	diameter.	This	seems	to	have	made	the	audio	a	little	louder	and	cleaner	sounding	according	to	a	few	people	I	spoke	with	on	my	local	repeater.	Reactions:1	person	I
signed	up	for	the	Yahoo	group,	and	went	to	the	zoo.	:laugh:	Man,	that	is	one	crazy	forum!	I	think	the	moderators	may	be	a	little	overwhelmed	with	the	amount	of	traffic	there.	One	really	good	tip	I	did	pick	up:	don't	use	the	CD	that	comes	with	the	usb	cable	to	program	your	rig....	everyone	says	they	are	getting	a	nasty	Trojan	Horse	virus	as	a	Merry
Christmas	from	the	Chinese.	73,	RT307	This	is	the	second	time	I	have	heard	this.	I	just	read	the	same	thing	on	another	forum.	And	from	what	I	am	hearing	it	is	a	really	strong	virus.	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	The	root	cause	of	the	increased	traffic	on	that	Yahoo	group	is	from	cheap	assed	non	technical	HAMS	trying	to	get	help	programming	the
damn	thing.	Most	want	instant	gratification	and	someone	to	spoonfeed	them	info	on	how	to	program	it.	Normally,	I	say	RTFM,	but	the	one	that	comes	with	it	scrambles	my	brain.	The	Boefeng	is	much	nicer	than	the	Wouxun,	IMHO.	I've	only	used	the	OEM	antenna	and	it	seems	to	work	just	fine.	However,	I	have	only	had	the	opportunity	to	use	it	on
VHF	from	local	2m	repeater,	which	worked	just	fine	but	I'm	only	about	6	miles	from	the	repeater	/	tower.	It's	also	not	surprising	that	I'm	able	to	talk	to	my	dispatch	on	narrow	band	freq	since	our	repeater	is	on	the	same	tower.	I	have	not	used	mine	on	any	UHF	channels	simply	because	nobody	around	here	(Ham	wise)	is	using	UHF	channels.	I	did	get	a
SMA/239	adapter	to	hook	up	to	an	old	VHF	mobile	antenna	screwed	to	the	guttering	of	the	house	to	play	about	with	simplex	to	see	how	it	does.	There	are	a	few	minor	things	I	do	not	like	about	the	radio	in	functions	/	programming	but	overall	for	the	cost	of	these	units	I	love	it	For	the	money	they	cant	be	beat,	however.	I	find	the	stock	battery	less	than
adequate	for	all	but	recreational	use,	better	get	a	spare	or	the	3800mah	battery.	The	antenna	supplied	was	a	strange	hybrid,	resonant	on	2meters,	and	(almost)	dead	on	GMRS	freq	but	lacking	on	440.	This	actually	worked	out	pretty	well	for	me	until	the	solder	joint	broke.	I	suppose	any	"stiff"	antenna	could	break	like	this.	One	one	of	my	units,	part	of



the	display	shows	dimly	in	cold	weather,	the	first	digit	(think	ch	over	ch	99)	and	the	arrow	pointing	to	upper	or	lower	display.	Strangely	it	lights	up	solid	when	powering	on.	My	other	unit	is	currently	somewhere	deep	underground	in	a	cavern,	it	will	be	interesting	to	see	how	well	it	has	held	up	in	the	cool	moist	atmosphere	of	the	underground.	The	root
cause	of	the	increased	traffic	on	that	Yahoo	group	is	from	cheap	assed	non	technical	HAMS	trying	to	get	help	programming	the	damn	thing.	Most	want	instant	gratification	and	someone	to	spoonfeed	them	info	on	how	to	program	it.	Normally,	I	say	RTFM,	but	the	one	that	comes	with	it	scrambles	my	brain.	The	Boefeng	is	much	nicer	than	the	Wouxun,
IMHO.	I	now	have	two	of	these	units,	one	a	UV-5R+	(BFB297),	and	a	UV-5R	(BFB293).	The	Plus	radio	has	a	little	nicer	case,	and	a	metal	faceplate.	Downside	is	it's	a	little	heavier	than	the	regular	5R.	I	used	CHIRP	to	program,	and	followed	the	instructions.	I	have	never	programmed	repeaters	and	tones,	so	it	was	a	totally	new	experience	for	me.	Fairly
straightforward,	and	relatively	easy	to	do.	My	driver	for	the	cable	was	wrong,	but	by	following	the	instructions	from	here:	UV5R	New	User	Guide,	I	got	that	straightened	out.	Cloned	the	second	radio	with	no	problems	either.	I	have	since	ordered	a	couple	Nagoya	NA-771's	to	see	how	they	perform.	I	only	dropped	22	bucks	on	two	antennas,	so	if	they
suck,	I	can	just	whip	myself	with	them.	73,	RT307	Reactions:1	person	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	I	now	have	two	of	these	units,	one	a	UV-5R+	(BFB297),	and	a	UV-5R	(BFB293).	The	Plus	radio	has	a	little	nicer	case,	and	a	metal	faceplate.	Downside	is	it's	a	little	heavier	than	the	regular	5R.	I	used	CHIRP	to	program,	and	followed	the	instructions.	I
have	never	programmed	repeaters	and	tones,	so	it	was	a	totally	new	experience	for	me.	Fairly	straightforward,	and	relatively	easy	to	do.	My	driver	for	the	cable	was	wrong,	but	by	following	the	instructions	from	here:	UV5R	New	User	Guide,	I	got	that	straightened	out.	Cloned	the	second	radio	with	no	problems	either.	I	have	since	ordered	a	couple
Nagoya	NA-771's	to	see	how	they	perform.	I	only	dropped	22	bucks	on	two	antennas,	so	if	they	suck,	I	can	just	whip	myself	with	them.	73,RT307	Let	us	know	how	those	Nagoya	antennas	work	out,	as	this	might	be	the	cheaper	solution	for	this	inexpensive	radio's	performance.	Just	might	buy	a	Nagoya	myself	and	check	it	out.	Good	deal.	I	really	like
mine.	I've	had	mine	longer	than	any	other	HT	I	have	ever	owned	and	I	have	owned	many	many	various	handhelds.	For	some	reason,	I	really	like	this	one.	I	have	to	say,	I	bought	the	UV-3R	just	before	I	got	licensed	for	tech,	and	used	it	till	I	could	get	me	a	10m/12m	radio,	later	got	me	an	all-band	Yaesu-857D	for	the	truck.	I	now	managed	to	get	me	a	UV-
5R	The	5R	is	not	only	built	better	than	the	3R,	but	the	alpha	tags	make	using	it	a	dream!	I	can't	remember	all	the	frequencies	I	plug	into	it,	which	is	why	I	put	them	in	the	memory	in	the	first	place!	Now	if	they	just	make	a	D-Star	or	a	cheap	HF	hand	held,	we'd	be	set!	I	now	have	two	of	these	units,	one	a	UV-5R+	(BFB297),	and	a	UV-5R	(BFB293).	The
Plus	radio	has	a	little	nicer	case,	and	a	metal	faceplate.	Downside	is	it's	a	little	heavier	than	the	regular	5R.	I	used	CHIRP	to	program,	and	followed	the	instructions.	I	have	never	programmed	repeaters	and	tones,	so	it	was	a	totally	new	experience	for	me.	Fairly	straightforward,	and	relatively	easy	to	do.	My	driver	for	the	cable	was	wrong,	but	by
following	the	instructions	from	here:	UV5R	New	User	Guide,	I	got	that	straightened	out.	Cloned	the	second	radio	with	no	problems	either.	I	have	since	ordered	a	couple	Nagoya	NA-771's	to	see	how	they	perform.	I	only	dropped	22	bucks	on	two	antennas,	so	if	they	suck,	I	can	just	whip	myself	with	them.	73,	RT307	I	am	waiting	for	the	Nagoya	660	to
come	in.	Seen	allot	of	good	reviews	on	the	Nagoya	antennas.	We	will	have	to	see.	I	have	the	Nagoya	771	antenna	on	my	Baofeng	UV	5R	and	it	works	great.	I	have	tried	2	other	Nagoya	shorter	antennas	but	the	771	works	much	better	for	me	than	the	shorter	ones.	I	believe	the	771	is	almost	16	inches	long	so	it	makes	it	a	little	wobbly	when	set	on	the
table.	I	have	heard	of	the	Nagoya	771	and	have	read	allot	of	reviews	on	it.	From	what	I	can	see	longer	isn't	always	better.	It	would	seem	that	it	works	well	for	VHF,	but	UHF	performance	is	about	the	same	a	the	stock	antenna.	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	I	have	heard	of	the	Nagoya	771	and	have	read	allot	of	reviews	on	it.	From	what	I	can	see	longer
isn't	always	better.	It	would	seem	that	it	works	well	for	VHF,	but	UHF	performance	is	about	the	same	a	the	stock	antenna.	Did	you	try	putting	a	'tiger	tail'	on	your	radio	yet?	That'll	kick	it	up	a	notch	.	.	.	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	The	Comet	24	series	are	'longer'	and	they	perform	great.	Cost	just	a	few	more	$$$,	but	worth	it.	Saw	a	review	in	this
forum	about	Baofeng	UV	5R,	since	the	5R	plus	has	just	arrived(i	ordered	it	from	radioddity.com	)maybe	need	to	review	to	make	the	comparision	between	them.	1.full	picture	of	baofeng	UV-5R	plus	Frequency	Range:	65MHz-108MHz(only	commercial	FM	radio	reception)	136-174	MHz	and	400-520	MHz	(TX/RX)Channel	No.	128Frequency	Stability
:2.5ppmfrenquency	step:	2.5MHz/5MHz/6.25MHz/10MHz/12.5MHz/25MHzAntenna:High	gain	Dual-Band	AntennaAntenna	Impedance:50DimensionW	x	H	x	D100	x	52	x	32	mmweight:130gTransmitterOutput	power:4W	/	1W	(Max	5W)Modulation	Mode:16kF3E	/	11kF3EMaximum	deviation:	5kHz(Wide)	/	2.5kHz(Narrow)Spurious	Radiation:7WAdjacent
Ch.	power:-65dB(Wide)	/	-60dB(Narrow)Pre-emphasis	characteristics:6dBCurrent:1.6A(5W)CTCSS/DCS	deviation:0.50.1kHz(Wide)	/	0.30.1kHz(Narrow)Intermediation	sensitivity:8-12mvIntermediation	distortion:10	the	picture	of	everything	The	left	side	has	the	typical	PTT,	"CALL",	and	"MONI"	buttons,almost	the	same	with	5R,	but	different	in	design
The	top	of	the	radio	is	where	you	find	the	flashlight	and	On/Off/Volume	knob	the	display	with	broadcast	radio	on	I	don't	have	Baofeng	5R,	so	i	can't	tell	the	detailed	differences	between	them	maybe	you	guys	can	give	your	opinions.	more	close-up	pictures	of	5R+	Last	edited:	Sep	11,	2013	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	The	chrome	front	is	the	difference
Nice	pics.	Can	you	give	us	a	run	down	on	the	features?	more	close-up	pictures	of	5R+	Did	you	get	the	programming	cable	and	try	to	connect	to	the	radio?	I've	got	Windows	8	and	the	drivers	wouldn't	work.	I	tried	all	the	drivers	on	the	web	site....nothing	worked.	Finally	removed	all	the	drivers	from	the	computer	and	connected	the	cable	and	let
Windows	8	use	a	generic	driver	and	that	worked.	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	I	have	Windows	8	as	well.	I	had	to	go	in	device	manager	and	updated	the	driver	that	way.	So	far,	all	is	smooth	with	CHIRP.	I	don't	intend	on	even	trying	the	OEM	software.	Windows	8	blows...	i	dont	know	how	is	windows	8	goes	with	that?	I	cant	program	nine	at	all	with
windows	7	or	by	hand	need	more	schooling	I	have	a	Plus	and	the	regular	UV-5R	version.	The	Plus	is	a	little	prettier,	and	a	little	heavier	than	the	regular	one.	Mine	doesn't	have	as	much	transmit	audio	as	the	regular	version,	for	whatever	reason.	All	in	all,	hard	to	be	one	of	these	little	HT's,	no	matter	which	version	you	get.	73,	RT307	Good	luck	with	the
plus	version	we	have	had	nothing	but	problems	since	we	loaded	it	up	with	freqs	called	Amazon	they	said	send	it	back	its	going	back	in	the	box	and	back	to	using	my	Bowstring	5R	my	next	HT	will	be	a	Yeasu	another	thing	about	both	the	5r	and	the	plus	they	all	bad	about	crossband	the	kenwood	and	alinco	i	have	all	have	the	same	freqs	and	no	problems
I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	North	Texas	Mudduck	said:	another	thing	about	both	the	5r	and	the	plus	they	all	bad	about	crossbandthe	kenwood	and	alinco	i	have	all	have	the	same	freqs	and	no	problems	The	Baofeng's	do	not	cross-band	at	all,	never	designed	for	it.	I	think	everyone	expects	too	much	from	these	radios,	they	are	what	they	are	a	cheap
cheap	radio	that	works.	Think	of	them	as	two	single	band	radios	in	one	package.	I	have	had	mine	for	two	years	now	without	a	single	issue.	Would	I	by	another?	In	a	heartbeat!	They	are	what	they	are	and	do	what	they	do.	Want	an	HT	that	does	more,	then	yes	buy	a	Yaesu,	Kenwood,	Icom	or	Alinco.	Reactions:1	person	I	own	a	new	plus,	for	the	money
they	cost,	you	can't	beat	them.	They	are	a	great	little	radio	for	the	money.	I	got	the	camo	one.	It	works	great.	I	would	recommend	buying	one.	I	will	upload	some	pics	of	mine	later	today	after	I	buy	a	new	digital	camera	this	morning.	Rocky	Maybe	5R	+	is	not	the	best	radio,	but	it	is	really	a	good	radio	for	it's	price.	I	have	used	WouXun,	but	it	is	much
expensive	than	Baofeng	radio.	find	a	good	deal	for	baofeng	UV-5R	plus	just	in	time	of	father's	day	what	about	$29.99	for	baofeng	5R+	The	Baofeng's	do	not	cross-band	at	all,	never	designed	for	it.	I	think	everyone	expects	too	much	from	these	radios,	they	are	what	they	are	a	cheap	cheap	radio	that	works.	Think	of	them	as	two	single	band	radios	in	one
package.	I	have	had	mine	for	two	years	now	without	a	single	issue.	Would	I	by	another?	In	a	heartbeat!	They	are	what	they	are	and	do	what	they	do.	Want	an	HT	that	does	more,	then	yes	buy	a	Yaesu,	Kenwood,	Icom	or	Alinco.	Recently	bought	the	UV-82,	and	you	can	set	2	meters	on	the	bottom	freq,	440	on	the	top,	or	two	on	the	same	band	if	you
want.	It	has	a	PTT	button	that	you	can	trigger	on	the	top	side	or	the	bottom	side.	Push	up	on	the	PTT	button	to	transmit	on	the	top	frequency	line,	push	down	on	the	PTT	to	transmit	on	the	bottom	frequency	line.	Pretty	cool,	and	it	works	every	bit	as	good	(or	better)	as	the	UV-5R.	73,	Brett	Page	2	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	New	GT-3	MRK	II
Programing	Spent	half	the	night	last	evening	trying	to	program	My	Nephew's	Graduation	Gift	for	party	Saturday.	GT	Mark	II...new	out	of	box...I	bought	2/	I	got	to	have	one	right?	Complete	Kit	Pg.	w/software+cables	and	Spkr	Mics....	Program	disk	did	not	help	can	not	connect	to	radio	Chirp	Software...seems	better....can	not	connect	to	radio	Tried
BOTH	USB	cables	supplied	Tried	"Newest"	software	on-line	from	dealer...same	issue	All	seems	to	revolve	around	this	Damn	COM	PORT	issue	Tried	every	USB	Port	(all	8)	on	my	system...	New	Drivers...(That's	another	story	also)	Everything	or	should	I	say	Nothing	will	connect	with	the	radio...says	wrong	Port	or	comm	fault....	So	help	me	out	Guys....I
can't	give	this	kid	an	empty	radio!	All	the	Best	Gary	Reactions:AudioShockwav	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	Spent	half	the	night	last	evening	trying	to	program	My	Nephew's	Graduation	Gift	for	party	Saturday.	GT	Mark	II...new	out	of	box...I	bought	2/	I	got	to	have	one	right?	Complete	Kit	Pg.	w/software+cables	and	Spkr	Mics....	Program	disk	did	not
help	can	not	connect	to	radio	Chirp	Software...seems	better....can	not	connect	to	radio	Tried	BOTH	USB	cables	supplied	Tried	"Newest"	software	on-line	from	dealer...same	issue	All	seems	to	revolve	around	this	Damn	COM	PORT	issue	Tried	every	USB	Port	(all	8)	on	my	system...	New	Drivers...(That's	another	story	also)	Everything	or	should	I	say
Nothing	will	connect	with	the	radio...says	wrong	Port	or	comm	fault....	So	help	me	out	Guys....I	can't	give	this	kid	an	empty	radio!	All	the	Best	Gary	Don't	let	Windows	install	new	drivers.	They	won't	work.	Use	the	old	driver.	This	video	will	show	you,	and	it	works	for	all	of	the	Baofeng's	for	programming	via	computer.	Brick	O'Lore:	Baofeng	GT-3:
Programming	Also	an	excellent	source	of	information:	Baofeng	Pofung	Wouxun	UV5R	UV82	UV8D	UV82X	GT3	UVB5	Information	Site,	Ham	Radio	73,	Brett	another	thing	to	realize	is	that	the	driver	has	two	components,	one	for	the	USB	side	and	the	other	is	the	com	(serial)	port.	You	need	to	downgrade	both	components	manually	if	you	let	it	install	a
newer	version	(the	new	driver	was	programmed	to	not	allow	the	cloned	chinese	chips	to	run)	I	Support	WorldwideDX.com!	THANKS	GUYS...BY	GEORGE	I	THINK	I'VE	GOT	IT!	All	the	Best	Gary	Reactions:1	person	THANKS	GUYS...BY	GEORGE	I	THINK	I'VE	GOT	IT!	All	the	Best	Gary	Glad	to	hear	that!	And	probably	the	easiest	thing	to	screw	up	on
once	you	have	the	drivers	installed	and	working:	"All	programming	MUST	be	initially	done	in	the	Frequency	Mode	using	the	Upper	Display	only".	73,	Brett	Digging	this	up	from	the	thread	cemetary.My	dad	has	one	of	these,	and	I	was	able	to	fool	around	with	it	-	accidentally	reset	to	factory	default.	It	was	odd	hearing	a	Chinese	voice	prompt.	One	thing
I	noticed,	though:	When	in	channel	mode,	any	change	to	the	power	setting	(from	low	to	high	and	back)	didn't	seem	to	take.	It's	as	if	the	radio	was	continually	"reading"	the	channel	information	and	wouldn't	allow	any	temporary	change.	When	in	FVO	mode,	I	could	change	the	power	at	will.	Is	this	a	normal	thing	for	these	radios,	or	did	I	miss	a	step?	I
pressed	"menu"	to	accept	any	change.All	in	all,	seemed	like	a	capable	enough	radio,	I	may	buy	one	myself.	I'm	not	a	big	fan	of	a	missing	squelch	knob,	but	that's	not	a	deal	breaker	for	radios	in	this	price	point.	
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