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Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the
license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply
legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions
necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Definition	A	codicil	is	an	addendum	to	a	will,	allowing	the	testator	to	make	minor	changes	to	the	original	will	without	having	to	create	an	entirely	new	document.	A	codicil	is	an	addendum	of	any	kind	to	a	will.
Codicils	can	alter,	change,	add	to	or	subtract	from	provisions	in	a	will.	They	can	be	used	to	keep	a	will	and	testament	current	and	up	to	date.	A	codicil	can	be	used	to	add,	remove,	or	change	provisions	in	a	will,	as	long	as	the	changes	are	not	too	significant.	It	must	be	executed	with	the	same	formalities	as	the	will	itself,	and	it	must	be	signed	and
witnessed	in	the	same	way.	A	codicil	is	typically	used	when	someone	wants	to	make	a	few	small	changes	to	their	will,	rather	than	creating	a	new	will	from	scratch.	A	codicil	is	used	to	change	a	will.It	must	be	created	by	the	original	creator	of	the	will.A	codicil	is	a	separate	document	from	a	will	that	acts	as	an	addendum	to	a	will.A	codicil	can	change	a
will	completely	or	void	the	original	will.Most	states	require	two	witnesses	for	a	codicil,	although	some	allow	them	to	be	notarized.	Codicils	must	be	created	by	the	original	creator	of	the	will.	They	are	separate	documents	in	and	of	themselves	and	can	lead	to	either	minor	or	major	changes	in	the	will.	All	codicils	must	meet	the	same	legal	requirements
as	the	original	will	and	testament,	and	they	must	each	affirm	that	the	original	will	is	valid	except	for	the	changes	outlined	in	the	codicils.	Codicils	derive	their	name	from	the	Middle	English	term	codicill,	which	is	from	the	Anglo-French	codicille	and	the	Latin	codicillus,	which	meant	a	writing	tablet	and	codex	(book).	Codicils	are	generally	used	to	make
minor	changes	to	wills.	This	can	include	updating	the	name	of	a	beneficiary	due	to	marriage	or	divorce,	adding	specific	requests,	or	changing	a	personal	representative.	Other	changes	that	a	codicil	could	account	for	are	changes	in	potential	guardians	for	children	or	changes	to	end-of-life	wishes,	such	as	funeral	arrangements.	But	if	you're	making
major	changes,	it's	usually	best	to	make	a	new	will.	Major	changes	that	may	warrant	a	new	will	include	adding	a	new	spouse	or	beneficiary,	removing	a	beneficiary,	changing	distributions	among	beneficiaries,	or	getting	divorced.	When	making	a	new	will,	ensure	that	copies	of	the	old	will	are	destroyed.	To	write	a	codicil,	you	will	need	to	follow	the
same	formalities	as	when	you	wrote	your	will.	This	means	that	you	will	need	to	sign	the	codicil	in	front	of	at	least	two	witnesses,	who	must	also	sign	the	document.	Here	are	the	steps	to	follow	when	writing	a	codicil:	Begin	by	stating	at	the	top	of	the	document	that	it	is	a	codicil	to	your	existing	will.Specify	the	date	of	the	codicil	and	the	date	of	your
will.Clearly	state	the	changes	that	you	are	making	to	your	will.	Be	as	specific	as	possible	and	include	the	exact	language	that	you	want	to	add,	remove,	or	change.Sign	and	date	the	codicil	in	front	of	at	least	two	witnesses.Have	the	witnesses	sign	the	codicil	in	your	presence.	It	is	important	to	keep	the	original	will	and	the	codicil	together,	so	that	they
can	be	easily	located	and	read	together.	It	is	also	a	good	idea	to	inform	your	executor	and	any	other	relevant	parties	about	the	changes	that	you	have	made	to	your	will.	If	you	need	help	writing	a	codicil,	you	may	want	to	consult	with	an	attorney	who	specializes	in	estate	planning.	They	can	provide	you	with	guidance	and	ensure	that	your	codicil	is
legally	valid.	Even	though	a	codicil	is	technically	an	addendum	to	the	original	will,	it	can	change	the	terms	of	the	will	entirely	or	null	and	void	the	original	will.	Because	of	the	serious	nature	of	codicils	and	their	power	to	change	the	entire	will,	two	witnesses	are	usually	required	to	sign	when	a	codicil	is	added,	much	like	in	creating	the	original	will
itself.	Some	states,	however,	have	loosened	the	legal	regulations	surrounding	codicils	and	now	allow	for	them	to	notarized.	You	may	be	familiar	with	codicils	from	movie	scenes	in	which	a	will	codicil	is	dramatically	revealed	at	the	last	minute	to	the	astonishment	of	family	members.	However,	in	real	life,	codicils	very	rarely	produce	much	drama	and
are	used	more	for	changes	that	don’t	warrant	drafting	up	an	entirely	new	will.	Some	legal	experts	believe	that	you	shouldn’t	just	rely	on	a	codicil,	but	that	it	may	be	advisable	to	draw	up	a	new	will	altogether	if	changes	are	warranted,	especially	since	much	of	the	legal	proceedings	are	similar.	The	requirements	for	a	codicil	vary	state-by-state.	Most
states	require	two	witness	signatures	for	codicils,	while	some	states	allow	the	document	to	be	notarized.	Yes,	you	can	have	an	unlimited	number	of	codicils.	However,	multiple	codicils	can	create	confusion	or	contradictions.	At	a	certain	point,	you	may	want	to	create	a	new	will.	Codicil	are	addendums	to	wills.	They	are	useful	for	minor	changes	to	wills,
such	as	updating	names	of	beneficiaries	after	a	marriage	or	divorce.	In	cases	where	you	need	to	make	major	changes	to	your	will,	such	as	adding	or	removing	beneficiaries,	it	might	be	best	to	skip	the	codicil	and	make	a	new	will.	A	codicil	is	a	legal	document	that	allows	you	to	make	changes	to	your	will	without	having	to	create	an	entirely	new	will.	It
is	used	to	add,	remove,	or	modify	provisions	in	a	will,	as	long	as	the	changes	are	not	too	significant.	A	codicil	must	be	signed	and	witnessed	in	the	same	way	as	the	original	will,	and	it	must	be	executed	with	the	same	formalities.	Codicils	are	typically	used	when	someone	wants	to	make	a	few	minor	changes	to	their	will,	rather	than	creating	a	new	one
from	scratch.	More	often	than	not,	after	you	create	your	Will,	you	might	need	to	make	changes	using	a	codicil.	Whether	you	need	to	add	a	particular	gift	or	change	the	named	executor,	you	need	to	follow	the	proper	protocol	to	update	your	Will,	so	it	remains	valid.What	is	a	codicil?A	codicil	is	a	document	used	to	make	any	alterations	to	your	existing
Will.	It	acts	as	a	testamentary	document	that’s	similar	to	a	Will	but	not	identical.For	the	document	to	be	legally	valid,	it	must	be	signed	and	executed	the	same	way	a	Will	is.	This	means	the	Will-maker	must	sign,	and	witnesses	must	be	present.	It’s	then	attached	to	the	copy	of	the	original	Will.Depending	on	the	changes	you	need	to	make,	it	can
sometimes	be	better	to	create	an	entirely	new	Will.When	is	it	used?A	codicil	is	used	to	make	minor	changes	to	a	will,	and	because	everyone’s	situation	is	different,	there	are	no	standard	forms	to	be	completed.	These	changes	can	include:Changing	an	executor	or	appointing	a	new	oneRemoving	specific	gifts	or	adding	new	ones	to	a
beneficiaryExplaining	or	updating	a	particular	clauseChanging	the	beneficiaries	for	propertyOutlining	what	happens	to	a	petCancelling	the	entire	will	or	a	part	of	itIn	some	cases,	the	document	can	be	used	to	revive	an	earlier	revoked	will.	Whatever	the	reason,	it’s	always	best	to	seek	professional	advice	when	amending	a	part	of	your	will.Things	you
should	considerEven	though	the	changes	you’re	making	to	your	will	might	be	small,	there	are	a	few	things	you	should	pay	attention	to	so	you	don’t	make	any	errors.The	structure	of	the	documentWhen	making	any	changes,	the	amendment	must	contain	the	date	of	the	original	will,	details	of	the	person	submitting	the	codicil,	and	the	correct	reference
to	the	original	will’s	changes.Applying	for	probateWhen	the	executor	needs	to	apply	for	a	probate	grant,	the	original	will	and	codicil	documents	must	be	submitted.	This	is	why	it’s	so	important	that	the	will	and	all	of	its	changes	are	stored	together.	Anything	missing	can	delay	obtaining	probate.Revoking	vs	reviving	a	WillCodicils	can	either	revoke	a
specific	part	of	an	existing	will	or	revive	an	earlier	version.	In	either	circumstance,	you	need	to	take	extra	care	so	an	entire	will	isn’t	revoked	or	the	wrong	version	is	restored.Common	problemsA	few	problems	can	occur	if	you’re	not	careful.	These	include	writing	the	wrong	date	of	the	will	you’re	amending,	the	choice	of	words	when	amending	it,	and
losing	the	original	codicil	document.Change	an	existing	will	or	make	a	new	one?Depending	on	the	changes	that	need	to	be	made,	a	codicil	is	a	fast	and	effective	way	to	make	minor	changes	to	your	will.	With	that	said,	if	the	changes	are	not	straightforward	and	simple	to	make,	it’s	recommended	to	create	an	entirely	new	will.By	making	a	new	one,	you
reduce	the	risk	of	losing	the	codicil	and	difficulties	interpreting	the	will	later	on.	As	always,	it’s	best	to	seek	professional	guidance	if	you’re	unsure	whether	or	not	it	makes	better	sense	to	create	an	entirely	new	will	for	the	changes	you	wish	to	make.Disclaimer:	The	content	of	this	blog	is	intended	to	provide	a	general	guide	to	the	subject	matter.	This
blog	should	not	be	relied	upon	as	legal,	financial,	accounting	or	tax	advice.	Why	a	codicil	may	be	a	better	way	of	updating	your	Will	rather	than	making	a	new	Will	from	scratch.	A	codicil	is	a	document	that	modifies	a	previously	executed	Will.	It	is	typically	used	to	make	small	changes	to	a	Will,	such	as	adding	or	removing	a	beneficiary	or	changing	the
terms	of	a	specific	gift.	The	advantage	of	a	codicil	is	that	it	can	be	used	to	make	minor	changes	to	a	Will,	without	having	to	rewrite	the	entire	document.	For	example,	if	you	want	to	change	the	beneficiary	of	a	specific	gift	or	you	want	to	appoint	a	different	Executor,	you	can	use	a	codicil	to	do	this.	This	means	that	it	needs	to	be	executed	correctly	and
witnessed	by	two	independent	witnesses.	It	must	also	be	consistent	with	the	original	Will.When	considering	making	changes	to	your	Will,	it	is	important	to	consult	with	a	solicitor	to	ensure	that	these	changes	are	documented	correctly.	A	solicitor	will	be	able	to	advise	you	on	whether	a	codicil	is	appropriate,	or	if	a	new	Will	is	required.	A	solicitor	will
also	ensure	that	any	codicil	or	new	Will	is	properly	executed,		meets	all	the	legal	requirements	and	is	valid.	If	a	codicil	is	appropriate,	it	is	also	important	to	keep	this	safe	with	the	original	Will	and	store	them	together.	As	with	any	Will	or	codicil,	you	should	make	sure	that	your	loved	ones	know	where	they	are	stored.	If	you're	named	executor	of	an
estate,	you	may	need	to	establish	an	estate	account.	This	might	sound	complicated,	but	once	you	understand	the	purpose	of	the	account,	it’s	really	not	that	bad.	Read	Story	Definition	A	codicil	is	an	addendum	to	a	will,	allowing	the	testator	to	make	minor	changes	to	the	original	will	without	having	to	create	an	entirely	new	document.	A	codicil	is	an
addendum	of	any	kind	to	a	will.	Codicils	can	alter,	change,	add	to	or	subtract	from	provisions	in	a	will.	They	can	be	used	to	keep	a	will	and	testament	current	and	up	to	date.	A	codicil	can	be	used	to	add,	remove,	or	change	provisions	in	a	will,	as	long	as	the	changes	are	not	too	significant.	It	must	be	executed	with	the	same	formalities	as	the	will	itself,
and	it	must	be	signed	and	witnessed	in	the	same	way.	A	codicil	is	typically	used	when	someone	wants	to	make	a	few	small	changes	to	their	will,	rather	than	creating	a	new	will	from	scratch.	A	codicil	is	used	to	change	a	will.It	must	be	created	by	the	original	creator	of	the	will.A	codicil	is	a	separate	document	from	a	will	that	acts	as	an	addendum	to	a
will.A	codicil	can	change	a	will	completely	or	void	the	original	will.Most	states	require	two	witnesses	for	a	codicil,	although	some	allow	them	to	be	notarized.	Codicils	must	be	created	by	the	original	creator	of	the	will.	They	are	separate	documents	in	and	of	themselves	and	can	lead	to	either	minor	or	major	changes	in	the	will.	All	codicils	must	meet	the
same	legal	requirements	as	the	original	will	and	testament,	and	they	must	each	affirm	that	the	original	will	is	valid	except	for	the	changes	outlined	in	the	codicils.	Codicils	derive	their	name	from	the	Middle	English	term	codicill,	which	is	from	the	Anglo-French	codicille	and	the	Latin	codicillus,	which	meant	a	writing	tablet	and	codex	(book).	Codicils
are	generally	used	to	make	minor	changes	to	wills.	This	can	include	updating	the	name	of	a	beneficiary	due	to	marriage	or	divorce,	adding	specific	requests,	or	changing	a	personal	representative.	Other	changes	that	a	codicil	could	account	for	are	changes	in	potential	guardians	for	children	or	changes	to	end-of-life	wishes,	such	as	funeral
arrangements.	But	if	you're	making	major	changes,	it's	usually	best	to	make	a	new	will.	Major	changes	that	may	warrant	a	new	will	include	adding	a	new	spouse	or	beneficiary,	removing	a	beneficiary,	changing	distributions	among	beneficiaries,	or	getting	divorced.	When	making	a	new	will,	ensure	that	copies	of	the	old	will	are	destroyed.	To	write	a
codicil,	you	will	need	to	follow	the	same	formalities	as	when	you	wrote	your	will.	This	means	that	you	will	need	to	sign	the	codicil	in	front	of	at	least	two	witnesses,	who	must	also	sign	the	document.	Here	are	the	steps	to	follow	when	writing	a	codicil:	Begin	by	stating	at	the	top	of	the	document	that	it	is	a	codicil	to	your	existing	will.Specify	the	date	of
the	codicil	and	the	date	of	your	will.Clearly	state	the	changes	that	you	are	making	to	your	will.	Be	as	specific	as	possible	and	include	the	exact	language	that	you	want	to	add,	remove,	or	change.Sign	and	date	the	codicil	in	front	of	at	least	two	witnesses.Have	the	witnesses	sign	the	codicil	in	your	presence.	It	is	important	to	keep	the	original	will	and
the	codicil	together,	so	that	they	can	be	easily	located	and	read	together.	It	is	also	a	good	idea	to	inform	your	executor	and	any	other	relevant	parties	about	the	changes	that	you	have	made	to	your	will.	If	you	need	help	writing	a	codicil,	you	may	want	to	consult	with	an	attorney	who	specializes	in	estate	planning.	They	can	provide	you	with	guidance
and	ensure	that	your	codicil	is	legally	valid.	Even	though	a	codicil	is	technically	an	addendum	to	the	original	will,	it	can	change	the	terms	of	the	will	entirely	or	null	and	void	the	original	will.	Because	of	the	serious	nature	of	codicils	and	their	power	to	change	the	entire	will,	two	witnesses	are	usually	required	to	sign	when	a	codicil	is	added,	much	like
in	creating	the	original	will	itself.	Some	states,	however,	have	loosened	the	legal	regulations	surrounding	codicils	and	now	allow	for	them	to	notarized.	You	may	be	familiar	with	codicils	from	movie	scenes	in	which	a	will	codicil	is	dramatically	revealed	at	the	last	minute	to	the	astonishment	of	family	members.	However,	in	real	life,	codicils	very	rarely
produce	much	drama	and	are	used	more	for	changes	that	don’t	warrant	drafting	up	an	entirely	new	will.	Some	legal	experts	believe	that	you	shouldn’t	just	rely	on	a	codicil,	but	that	it	may	be	advisable	to	draw	up	a	new	will	altogether	if	changes	are	warranted,	especially	since	much	of	the	legal	proceedings	are	similar.	The	requirements	for	a	codicil
vary	state-by-state.	Most	states	require	two	witness	signatures	for	codicils,	while	some	states	allow	the	document	to	be	notarized.	Yes,	you	can	have	an	unlimited	number	of	codicils.	However,	multiple	codicils	can	create	confusion	or	contradictions.	At	a	certain	point,	you	may	want	to	create	a	new	will.	Codicil	are	addendums	to	wills.	They	are	useful
for	minor	changes	to	wills,	such	as	updating	names	of	beneficiaries	after	a	marriage	or	divorce.	In	cases	where	you	need	to	make	major	changes	to	your	will,	such	as	adding	or	removing	beneficiaries,	it	might	be	best	to	skip	the	codicil	and	make	a	new	will.	A	codicil	is	a	legal	document	that	allows	you	to	make	changes	to	your	will	without	having	to
create	an	entirely	new	will.	It	is	used	to	add,	remove,	or	modify	provisions	in	a	will,	as	long	as	the	changes	are	not	too	significant.	A	codicil	must	be	signed	and	witnessed	in	the	same	way	as	the	original	will,	and	it	must	be	executed	with	the	same	formalities.	Codicils	are	typically	used	when	someone	wants	to	make	a	few	minor	changes	to	their	will,
rather	than	creating	a	new	one	from	scratch.	Definition	A	codicil	is	an	addendum	to	a	will,	allowing	the	testator	to	make	minor	changes	to	the	original	will	without	having	to	create	an	entirely	new	document.	A	codicil	is	an	addendum	of	any	kind	to	a	will.	Codicils	can	alter,	change,	add	to	or	subtract	from	provisions	in	a	will.	They	can	be	used	to	keep	a
will	and	testament	current	and	up	to	date.	A	codicil	can	be	used	to	add,	remove,	or	change	provisions	in	a	will,	as	long	as	the	changes	are	not	too	significant.	It	must	be	executed	with	the	same	formalities	as	the	will	itself,	and	it	must	be	signed	and	witnessed	in	the	same	way.	A	codicil	is	typically	used	when	someone	wants	to	make	a	few	small	changes
to	their	will,	rather	than	creating	a	new	will	from	scratch.	A	codicil	is	used	to	change	a	will.It	must	be	created	by	the	original	creator	of	the	will.A	codicil	is	a	separate	document	from	a	will	that	acts	as	an	addendum	to	a	will.A	codicil	can	change	a	will	completely	or	void	the	original	will.Most	states	require	two	witnesses	for	a	codicil,	although	some
allow	them	to	be	notarized.	Codicils	must	be	created	by	the	original	creator	of	the	will.	They	are	separate	documents	in	and	of	themselves	and	can	lead	to	either	minor	or	major	changes	in	the	will.	All	codicils	must	meet	the	same	legal	requirements	as	the	original	will	and	testament,	and	they	must	each	affirm	that	the	original	will	is	valid	except	for
the	changes	outlined	in	the	codicils.	Codicils	derive	their	name	from	the	Middle	English	term	codicill,	which	is	from	the	Anglo-French	codicille	and	the	Latin	codicillus,	which	meant	a	writing	tablet	and	codex	(book).	Codicils	are	generally	used	to	make	minor	changes	to	wills.	This	can	include	updating	the	name	of	a	beneficiary	due	to	marriage	or
divorce,	adding	specific	requests,	or	changing	a	personal	representative.	Other	changes	that	a	codicil	could	account	for	are	changes	in	potential	guardians	for	children	or	changes	to	end-of-life	wishes,	such	as	funeral	arrangements.	But	if	you're	making	major	changes,	it's	usually	best	to	make	a	new	will.	Major	changes	that	may	warrant	a	new	will
include	adding	a	new	spouse	or	beneficiary,	removing	a	beneficiary,	changing	distributions	among	beneficiaries,	or	getting	divorced.	When	making	a	new	will,	ensure	that	copies	of	the	old	will	are	destroyed.	To	write	a	codicil,	you	will	need	to	follow	the	same	formalities	as	when	you	wrote	your	will.	This	means	that	you	will	need	to	sign	the	codicil	in
front	of	at	least	two	witnesses,	who	must	also	sign	the	document.	Here	are	the	steps	to	follow	when	writing	a	codicil:	Begin	by	stating	at	the	top	of	the	document	that	it	is	a	codicil	to	your	existing	will.Specify	the	date	of	the	codicil	and	the	date	of	your	will.Clearly	state	the	changes	that	you	are	making	to	your	will.	Be	as	specific	as	possible	and	include
the	exact	language	that	you	want	to	add,	remove,	or	change.Sign	and	date	the	codicil	in	front	of	at	least	two	witnesses.Have	the	witnesses	sign	the	codicil	in	your	presence.	It	is	important	to	keep	the	original	will	and	the	codicil	together,	so	that	they	can	be	easily	located	and	read	together.	It	is	also	a	good	idea	to	inform	your	executor	and	any	other
relevant	parties	about	the	changes	that	you	have	made	to	your	will.	If	you	need	help	writing	a	codicil,	you	may	want	to	consult	with	an	attorney	who	specializes	in	estate	planning.	They	can	provide	you	with	guidance	and	ensure	that	your	codicil	is	legally	valid.	Even	though	a	codicil	is	technically	an	addendum	to	the	original	will,	it	can	change	the
terms	of	the	will	entirely	or	null	and	void	the	original	will.	Because	of	the	serious	nature	of	codicils	and	their	power	to	change	the	entire	will,	two	witnesses	are	usually	required	to	sign	when	a	codicil	is	added,	much	like	in	creating	the	original	will	itself.	Some	states,	however,	have	loosened	the	legal	regulations	surrounding	codicils	and	now	allow	for
them	to	notarized.	You	may	be	familiar	with	codicils	from	movie	scenes	in	which	a	will	codicil	is	dramatically	revealed	at	the	last	minute	to	the	astonishment	of	family	members.	However,	in	real	life,	codicils	very	rarely	produce	much	drama	and	are	used	more	for	changes	that	don’t	warrant	drafting	up	an	entirely	new	will.	Some	legal	experts	believe
that	you	shouldn’t	just	rely	on	a	codicil,	but	that	it	may	be	advisable	to	draw	up	a	new	will	altogether	if	changes	are	warranted,	especially	since	much	of	the	legal	proceedings	are	similar.	The	requirements	for	a	codicil	vary	state-by-state.	Most	states	require	two	witness	signatures	for	codicils,	while	some	states	allow	the	document	to	be	notarized.	Yes,
you	can	have	an	unlimited	number	of	codicils.	However,	multiple	codicils	can	create	confusion	or	contradictions.	At	a	certain	point,	you	may	want	to	create	a	new	will.	Codicil	are	addendums	to	wills.	They	are	useful	for	minor	changes	to	wills,	such	as	updating	names	of	beneficiaries	after	a	marriage	or	divorce.	In	cases	where	you	need	to	make	major
changes	to	your	will,	such	as	adding	or	removing	beneficiaries,	it	might	be	best	to	skip	the	codicil	and	make	a	new	will.	A	codicil	is	a	legal	document	that	allows	you	to	make	changes	to	your	will	without	having	to	create	an	entirely	new	will.	It	is	used	to	add,	remove,	or	modify	provisions	in	a	will,	as	long	as	the	changes	are	not	too	significant.	A	codicil
must	be	signed	and	witnessed	in	the	same	way	as	the	original	will,	and	it	must	be	executed	with	the	same	formalities.	Codicils	are	typically	used	when	someone	wants	to	make	a	few	minor	changes	to	their	will,	rather	than	creating	a	new	one	from	scratch.	A	codicil	is	a	legal	document	that	revokes,	amends	or	modifies	part	or	all	of	a	will	without
replacing	the	existing	will.	It	allows	people	to	make	changes	to	the	will	without	writing	a	new	will.	It	ensures	your	will	is	up-to-date.		Codicils	are	important	as	they	are	a	great	way	to	avoid	writing	an	entire	will	when	you	want	to	make	changes	to	an	existing	one.		A	codicil	to	a	last	will	and	testament	supplements	an	existing	will.	It	changes,	modifies,
and	revokes	a	last	will	and	testament.	You	can	make	or	use	a	codicil	when:		Adding	other	beneficiaries	to	your	will	as	your	family	grows.	Removing	beneficiaries	because	of	death	or	estrangement.	Adding	new	assets	will	be	added	to	the	will	because	of	the	acquisition	of	other	assets.	Removing	assets	from	the	will	that	you	have	sold.	Making	changes	to
bequests	because	of	a	marriage,	divorce,	separation,	or	change	of	name.	Adding	an	executor.	Changing	a	guardian	to	your	minor.	Adjusting	cash	gifts	to	reflect	inflation.	Enactment	of	new	laws.		Depending	on	the	state	laws,	the	formal	legal	requirements	of	a	valid	codicil	may	vary.	However,	a	valid	will	is	one	which:	A	testator	of	sound	mind	makes.
The	testator’s	wishes	are	adequately	documented.	The	testator	signs	the	codicil.	Competent	witnesses	witness	the	signing	of	the	codicil.		To	ensure	your	codicil	is	valid,	consult	LegalPen,	an	online	will	writing	company,	or	an	estate	planning	attorney	in	your	state.	You	add	a	codicil	to	an	existing	will	by	creating	a	codicil,	signing	the	codicil	in	the
presence	of	two	competent	witnesses,	and	dating	the	codicil.	To	ensure	that	the	codicil	is	associated	with	an	existing	will,	reference	the	existing	will	in	the	codicil.	Additionally,	store	the	will	and	the	codicil	together	in	a	secure	place,	like	a	safe	deposit	box	or	with	an	attorney,	to	ensure	they	are	not	lost	or	damaged.		The	signature	used	in	a	codicil	is
the	testator’s	signature,	similar	to	the	one	used	in	signing	the	existing	will.	The	signatures	of	two	credible	witnesses	should	be	included	in	the	codicil	to	attestation	of	the	codicil’s	signing	by	the	testator.		Two	adults	of	sound	mind	should	be	witnesses	to	a	codicil.	The	witnesses	can	be	those	who	witnessed	the	will	or	completely	new	persons.	The
requirement	for	one	to	be	a	witness	should	be	that	they	are	credible.		A	codicil	and	an	addendum	are	documents	used	to	make	changes	to	legal	documents.	A	codicil	specifically	makes	changes	and	additions	to	an	existing	will,	whereas	an	addendum	is	a	supplementary	document	that	adds	information	or	details	to	the	original	documents,	usually
contracts,	agreements,	or	reports.		The	following	are	the	steps	to	write	a	codicil:	Go	through	your	existing	will	to	ascertain	what	is	contained	in	the	will.	Take	note	of	the	changes	you	want	to	make	to	the	will.	Read	through	your	state’s	existing	laws	to	determine	what	the	law	says	about	making	a	codicil.	You	may	consult	LegalPen	on	the	laws
applicable	to	your	estate.	Hire	LegalPen	or	an	estate	planning	attorney	to	draft	the	codicil.	Include	your	name,	address,	and	date	in	the	codicil.	Expressly	state	in	the	codicil	that	it	is	a	codicil	to	your	existing	will	and	supplements	your	existing	will,	and	clearly	and	precisely	state	which	parts	of	your	will	the	codicil	seeks	to	amend,	change,	or	revoke.	
Expressly	state	you	are	an	adult	of	sound	mind	and	that	the	codicil	has	been	made	freely	and	voluntarily.		Sign	the	codicil	in	the	presence	of	witnesses.	Store	your	codicil	in	a	safe,	secure	place	where	your	executor	can	access	it.		Depending	on	the	needs	of	the	testator,	a	codicil	does	the	following:	Allows	the	maker	of	the	will	to	make	changes,
ensuring	the	will	is	up-to-date	and	aligned.	Clarifies	ambiguities	by	providing	additional	details	or	explanations	to	resolve	any	unclear	or	ambiguous	provisions	in	the	original	will.		Explicitly	revokes	other	previous	codicils	to	ensure	only	the	most	recent	amendments	are	valid.	Ensures	compliance	with	the	law	and	life	changes	such	as	marriage,	death,
divorce,	or	separation.		Yes,	a	codicil	can	remove	a	beneficiary	from	your	will.	For	example,	if	you	included	your	brother	as	a	beneficiary	under	your	will	and	you	became	estranged,	you	can	use	a	codicil	to	remove	them	as	a	beneficiary.	You	can	draft	a	clause	in	a	codicil	as	follows:	“I	hereby	revoke	and	cancel	any	and	all	provisions	in	my	Last	Will	and
Testament	that	name	John	Jill,	my	brother,	as	a	beneficiary	or	inheritor	of	Unit	Number	07	in	Escada	Apartments,	New	York.	As	of	this	codicil’s	date,	John	Jill	shall	no	longer	have	any	claim	or	right	to	Unit	Number	07	or	any	part	of	my	estate.”	Yes,	a	codicil	can	change	the	executor.	In	case	you	lose	trust	in	an	existing	executor	or	the	executor	you
appointed	dies,	you	can	change	the	executor	by	drafting	a	codicil	that	removes	them	as	the	executor.	In	the	codicil,	you	can	appoint	another	executor.		Yes,	you	can	have	multiple	codicils	to	your	will.	However,	we	discourage	having	multiple	codicils,	which	may	lead	to	confusion	and	multiplicity.	Instead	of	multiple	codicils,	you	should	consider	creating
a	new	will.		Depending	on	the	changes	you	want	to	make	to	your	will,	you	may	either	add	a	codicil	or	rewrite	a	will.	When	making	minor	changes	to	a	will,	you	should	consider	a	codicil.	Minor	changes	include:	adding	an	executor,	removing	a	beneficiary,	removing	an	asset,	adding	an	asset,	or	adding	a	beneficiary.	You	can	make	a	codicil.	Consider
writing	a	new	will	when	making	major	and	significant	changes	to	your	will.		When	you	want	to	change	your	will,	such	as	adding	a	clause,	removing	a	clause,	clarifying	a	provision	in	the	will,	or	revoking	a	provision	under	a	will,	a	codicil	can	benefit	you.	Instead	of	going	through	the	rigorous	process	of	writing	a	new	will,	a	codicil	comes	in	handy.
Moreover,	writing	an	addendum	costs	less	than	writing	a	will.	You	should	use	a	codicil	when	making	minor	changes	to	a	will,	such	as	deleting	clauses,	beneficiaries,	assets,	or	an	executor	or	adding	information	in	the	will,	but	by	using	a	codicil.	No,	a	codicil	cannot	validate	a	will.	A	will	and	a	codicil	are	mutually	exclusive	documents.	For	a	will	to	be
valid,	it	has	to	meet	the	legal	requirements	of	a	valid	will.	For	a	codicil	to	be	considered	valid,	it	has	to	meet	the	requirements	of	a	valid	codicil.		A	codicil	can	be	invalidated	by:	Lack	of	the	testator’s	testamentary	capacity.	When	the	execution	and	witnessing	formalities	are	not	followed.	When	the	codicil	is	made	under	undue	influence,	someone
coerced	or	manipulated	the	testator	to	create	or	alter	a	will.	When	the	codicil	was	created	or	altered	under	fraudulent	circumstances.	When	the	codicil	references	an	old	or	an	incorrect	will.	Yes,	you	handwrite	a	codicil	to	your	will	if	your	will	was	handwritten.	However,	it	is	recommended	that	if	you	have	a	typed	will,	your	codicil	should	be	typed,
printed,	executed,	and	witnessed	in	the	same	manner	as	your	original	will	and	codicil.		Are	Handwritten	Codicils	Legal	in	NC?	Yes,	handwritten	codicils	are	legal	in	North	Carolina.	For	a	handwritten	codicil	to	be	valid	in	North	Carolina,	it	has	to	be	written	in	the	testator’s	handwriting	and	be	signed	by	the	testator	in	the	presence	of	two	competent
witnesses.	Can	I	Download	a	Codicil	Form?	Yes,	you	can	download	a	codicil	form.	However,	it	may	be	considered	invalid.	A	codicil	may	be	regarded	as	invalid	because	it	does	not	meet	the	legal	requirements	provided	by	the	state.	Instead	of	downloading	a	codicil	form,	consider	hiring	LegalPen	to	write	a	valid	one	on	your	behalf	in	your	state.		Is	a
Trust	a	Codicil	to	a	Will?	No,	a	trust	is	not	a	codicil	to	a	will.	A	will	is	a	legal	document	that	provides	for	the	distribution	of	the	property	and	assets	of	the	deceased	upon	their	death,	whereas	a	trust	is	a	legal	structure	that	provides	for	the	transfer	of	assets	from	the	grantor	to	a	trustee	and	eventually	to	beneficiaries.	Trusts	govern	the	management	of
assets,	distribution	to	beneficiaries,	and	disposition	of	the	assets.		What	is	an	Example	of	a	Codicil?	The	following	is	an	example	of	a	codicil:	“I,	Roe	McKinsey,	residing	at	Las	Vegas,	Nevada,	being	an	adult	of	sound	mind	and	memory,	do	hereby	make,	publish,	and	declare	this	to	be	a	Codicil	to	my	Last	Will	and	Testament	dated	12th	May	2021.	I
hereby	revoke	the	appointment	of	Marie	Gladwell	as	the	executor	of	my	estate	as	specified	in	my	Last	Will	and	Testament.	Appointment	of	New	Executor	I	hereby	appoint	Jerry	Graham,	residing	at	Manila	House,	Nevada,	to	serve	as	the	executor	of	my	estate	in	the	place	of	Marie	Gladwell.	Jerry	Graham	shall	have	all	the	powers	and	duties	set	forth	in
my	Last	Will	and	Testament	as	if	he	had	originally	been	named	Executor.	Confirmation	of	Other	Provisions	Except	as	modified	by	this	codicil,	all	other	provisions	of	my	Last	Will	and	Testament	remain	in	full	force	and	effect.	In	witness	whereof,	I	have	hereunto	set	my	hand	and	seal	this	15th	day	of	September	2023.”	What	is	Probate	Codicil?	A	probate
codicil	is	a	legal	document	that	amends	and	modifies	an	existing	will.	It	changes	a	will	without	necessarily	creating	a	new	one.	It	makes	changes	such	as;	change	of	beneficiaries,	change	of	executor,	change	of	property,	and	correction	of	errors	in	your	existing	will.		Can	a	Will	Be	Destroyed	After	a	Codicil	is	Written?	Yes,	a	will	can	be	destroyed	after	a
codicil	is	written	if	the	codicil	is	intended	to	revoke	the	existing	will.	One	way	of	revoking	a	will	is	to	create	a	codicil	that	expressly	revokes	an	existing	will.	The	destruction	of	the	will	must	be	intentional	and	must	be	done	to	actually	revoke	the	will.		Is	a	Copy	of	a	Codicil	Valid?	No,	a	copy	of	a	codicil	is	not	considered	valid.	For	a	codicil	to	be
considered	valid,	it	needs	to	be	the	original	document	that	complies	with	the	legal	requirements	of	the	state	in	which	it	is	executed.	It	must	be	adequately	signed	by	the	testator	and	witnessed	appropriately.		Can	I	Add	a	Codicil	to	My	Will	Myself?	Yes,	you	can	add	a	codicil	to	yourself.	However,	to	ensure	the	validity	and	enforcement	of	the	codicil,	we
recommend	you	hire	LegalPen	to	draft	a	valid	codicil	on	your	behalf.	LegalPen	is	an	online	will-writing	company	that	drafts	valid	wills	and	codicils	on	behalf	of	clients	from	all	the	states	of	the	U.S.		Does	a	Codicil	Have	to	be	Notarized?	No,	a	codicil	does	not	need	to	be	notarized.	Signing	and	witnessing	the	codicil	are	considered	sufficient	to	make	a
codicil	valid.	However,	if	you	want	the	make	the	self-proving,	you	may	sign	a	self-proving	affidavit	in	the	presence	of	a	public	notary	to	notarize	the	codicil.		Can	I	Make	Handwritten	Edits	to	My	Will?	When	your	will	is	handwritten,	you	may	make	handwritten	changes	to	the	will.	When	you	make	handwritten	changes	to	a	will,	you	should	sign	the	codicil
against	the	changes	made.	The	signing	of	the	will	must	be	witnessed.	However,	you	must	use	a	typed	codicil	in	instances	where	the	will	is	typed.		How	to	Update	a	Will	Without	a	Lawyer?	Yes,	you	can	make	updates	to	your	will	without	a	lawyer.	You	can	hire	LegalPen	to	help	you	create	a	valid	codicil,	or	you	can	create	a	codicil	yourself,	sign	it,	and
witness	it	in	the	presence	of	two	competent	witnesses.	The	cost	of	updating	a	will	at	LegalPen	is	relatively	affordable.		Why	Would	a	Judge	Overrule	a	Codicil?	A	judge	might	overrule	a	codicil	because	the	testator	lacked	testamentary	capacity	in	making	the	codicil,	the	codicil	was	improperly	executed,	the	codicil	was	made	under	duress	or	undue
influence,	or	a	subsequent	will	or	codicil	revoked	the	codicil.		A	codicil	is	a	legal	document	that	is	separate	to	your	Will.	It	allows	minor	amendments	or	additions	to	be	made	to	an	existing	will	and	sits	alongside	the	existing	will.	Traditionally	a	codicil	would	be	prepared	to	deal	with	simple	alterations	such	as	changing	the	executors	or	changing	the
amount	of	money	a	beneficiary	would	receive;	for	example	reducing	a	legacy	from	£5000	to	£2000.	The	use	of	codicils	was	particularly	prevalent	when	Wills	were	handwritten	as	a	codicil	saved	the	time	and	expense	associated	with	writing	out	an	entirely	new	Will	to	include	a	relatively	minor	amendment.	This	rationale	is	now	increasingly	redundant
where	solicitors	prepare	Wills	using	computers	making	the	actual	drafting	much	less	laborious.	As	such	it	usually	makes	sense	for	the	solicitor	to	prepare	a	new	Will	as	there	are	risks	associated	with	codicils.		Some	of	the	potential	pitfalls	of	making	a	codicil	include:	As	the	codicil	is	a	separate	legal	document	there	is	a	risk	of	the	codicil	being
separated	from	the	Will	and	the	contents	of	the	codicil	being	ignored	and	the	unaltered	terms	of	the	Will	being	carried	out	instead	(this	risk	reduces	where	solicitors	prepare	and	hold	both	the	Will	and	any	codicils).	This	problem	is	exacerbated	where	there	are	two	or	more	codicils	in	addition	to	the	existing	Will,	multiple	codicils	also	run	the	risk	of
contradicting	each	other	or	the	existing	Will.	Where	the	change	is	perceived	to	be	only	a	minor	change	there	can	be	the	temptation	for	a	homemade	codicil	to	be	prepared.	However,	it	should	always	be	remembered	that	however	small	the	change	a	codicil	must	still	be	signed	and	witnessed	in	the	same	way	as	the	existing	Will.	If	the	formalities	of	the
Wills	Act	1837	are	not	complied	with,	then	the	codicil	could	be	declared	invalid.	Even	if	a	homemade	codicil	is	technically	valid,	it	might	not	achieve	the	desired	result	if	the	wording	used	is	incorrect	or	ambiguous.	There	could	also	be	problems	when	the	Executors	try	to	deal	with	deceased’s	estate	in	accordance	with	the	Will	and	codicil.	If	in	doubt
you	should	always	seek	legal	advice	regarding	the	terms	of	your	existing	Will.	The	process	of	having	your	existing	Will	reviewed	often	uncovers	other,	more	important,	changes	that	need	making	in	addition	to	the	changes	you	hope	to	make	under	a	codicil.		Conversely,	upon	the	Will	being	reviewed,	it	might	well	become	apparent	that	the	original	Will
actually	addresses	an	unfortunate	change	in	circumstances,	e.g.	a	beneficiary	pre-deceasing	would	usually	be	covered	by	a	professionally	drafted	Will.	At	Timms	solicitors	we	can	advise	whether	your	existing	Will	actually	needs	to	be	changed	to	fit	your	current	wishes	and	circumstances	and	if	changes	are	required	whether	a	new	Will	or	a	codicil
would	be	appropriate.	For	further	information	regarding	this	blog	or	if	you	have	a	Wills	or	Probate	related	problem,	please	contact	me	Matthew	Kelly	at	m.kelly@timms-law.com	or	on	01283	214231.	After	you’ve	written	your	Will,	many	wrongly	think	you’ll	be	unable	to	make	amendments	without	replacing	it	entirely.	This	is	where	you	may	come
across	a	‘codicil’,	which	is	an	additional	legal	document	that	explains	any	changes.	Codicils	are	a	great	way	to	make	small	additions	or	changes	to	your	Will	without	having	to	start	an	entirely	new	document.	They’re	also	usually	more	cost-effective.	Codicil	Meaning	If	you’ve	already	written	your	Will	but	your	wishes	have	changed,	it’s	important	to	get
it	updated	as	soon	as	possible.	A	Codicil	is	a	legal	document	that	allows	you	to	make	any	minor	changes	such	as	adding,	changing	or	removing	sections,	meaning	there’s	no	need	to	start	from	scratch.	Other	than	creating	an	entirely	new	Will,	this	is	the	best	option	to	make	legal	changes	once	it’s	been	signed	and	dated.		What	is	a	Codicil	to	a	Will?	A
Codicil	to	a	Will	is	essentially	an	amendment	that	allows	you	to	make	minor	changes	to	your	existing	Will	without	having	to	rewrite	the	entire	document.	This	can	include	changes	like	adding	new	beneficiaries	or	updating	personal	details.	What	Can	I	Change	in	a	Codicil	to	a	Will?	You	can	use	a	codicil	to	make	minor	updates	to	your	will,	such	as:
Updating	Gifts:	Adjust	the	amounts	or	items	left	to	beneficiaries.	Changing	Your	Executor:	Designate	a	new	executor	to	manage	your	estate.	Modifying	Beneficiaries:	Add	or	remove	beneficiaries.	Altering	Guardian	Selection:	Appoint	a	new	guardian	for	children	under	18.	If	numerous	changes	are	needed,	or	if	a	codicil	already	exists,	rewriting	your
will	may	be	more	efficient	to	avoid	any	confusion.	Codicil	Will:	Why	Choose	a	Codicil	Instead	of	a	New	Will?	Life	has	a	habit	of	changing,	often	leaving	you	in	entirely	different	circumstances	from	where	you	started.	A	Codicil	can	be	useful	if	the	alterations	you	want	to	make	are	only	minor,	such	as	adding	or	removing	beneficiaries	or	leaving	specific
gifts	of	money	or	valuable	items.	If	you’re	using	a	solicitor,	adding	a	Codicil	is	often	a	more	cost-effective	option	than	writing	a	new	Will	entirely	too.	Having	said	that,	it’s	usually	advisable	that	you	review	your	Will	every	five	years	anyway.	Can	I	Add	a	Codicil	to	My	Will	Myself?	While	you	don’t	necessarily	need	a	solicitor	to	add	a	Codicil	to	your	Will,
it's	highly	recommended	that	you	seek	professional	legal	advice	to	make	sure	the	Codicil	is	valid.	A	poorly	drafted	Codicil	may	lead	the	entire	Will	to	be	invalidated.	At	GloverPriest,	our	expert	Wills,	LPA	and	Probate	Solicitors	can	provide	valuable	guidance	on	the	legal	requirements	for	creating	a	Codicil	and	ensure	that	it’s	accurate	and	properly
executed.	How	to	Write	a	Codicil	to	a	Will	To	write	a	codicil,	follow	these	guidelines:	Declare	the	Document:	State	that	it	is	a	codicil	to	your	will.	Include	Identifying	Information:	Add	your	full	name,	address,	and	the	date.	Confirm	Sound	Mind:	State	that	you	are	of	sound	mind	and	not	under	duress.	Specify	Changes:	Clearly	describe	which	parts	of
your	will	you	are	changing.	Legal	Statements:	Include	statements	that	the	codicil	overrules	parts	of	the	original	will	and	that	unchanged	parts	remain	valid.	Sign	and	Witness:	Sign	and	have	the	codicil	witnessed	according	to	your	local	laws.	Store	Safely:	Keep	the	signed	codicil	in	the	same	secure	place	as	your	will.	By	following	these	steps,	you	can
ensure	your	codicil	is	valid	and	legally	binding.	Can	I	Have	Multiple	Codicils	to	My	Will?	Yes,	you	can.	But	while	there	are	no	limits	on	how	many	Codicils	you	can	add	to	your	Will,	it’s	worth	remembering	that	the	more	you	add,	the	more	confusing	it	can	be	for	your	family	or	loved	ones	when	it	comes	time	for	your	Will	to	be	read.	If	your	Will	is	overly
complicated,	you	also	risk	it	being	potentially	contested	in	court	by	someone	who	was	in	your	Will	but	has	been	removed,	or	somebody	who	has	received	a	different	gift	to	what	they	expected.	The	purpose	of	a	Will	is	to	ensure	your	wishes	are	easy	to	understand	and	are	respected	after	you’ve	passed,	so	if	you’re	considering	changing	multiple	parts	it
might	be	worth	starting	a	new	Will	entirely.	If	your	life	changes	significantly,	such	as	getting	married,	separating	or	divorcing,	having	children,	moving	house	or	if	your	named	executor	passes	away,	and	you	want	to	make	any	major	or	multiple	changes	to	your	Will,	it’s	usually	best	to	start	from	scratch	and	create	an	entirely	new	Will.	Is	a	Codicil
legally	binding	in	the	UK?	Yes,	a	Codicil	is	legally	binding	in	the	UK.		Under	UK	law,	a	Codicil	is	an	integral	part	of	the	Will	it	modifies.	So,	as	long	as	the	Codicil	meets	the	legal	requirements	for	a	valid	Will,	it	will	remain	legally	binding	(meaning	the	terms	are	agreed).		What	are	the	legal	requirements	for	a	Codicil?	To	be	valid,	a	Codicil	must	be
signed	and	executed	in	the	same	way	as	a	Will.	It	must:	Be	in	writing	(handwritten	or	typewritten)	and	unambiguous	(straightforward)	in	its	terms.	Be	signed	and	dated	by	the	testator	(Will	or	Codicil	maker).	Be	signed	in	the	presence	of	two	unbiased	witnesses	(i.e.	someone	who’s	not	a	spouse	or	Civil	Partner	and	is	not	named	in	the	Will)	who	are
over	the	age	of	18.	Refer	to	the	original	Will	that	it	is	amending	or	supplementing	to	make	sure,	when	the	time	comes,	the	Codicil	is	read	in	conjunction	with	the	original.		There	should	also	be	an	acknowledgement	that	the	Codicil	should	overrule	anything	stated	in	the	original	Will	that	it	affects.	It’s	also	important	to	remember	that	you	have	to	have
‘sufficient	mental	capacity’	at	the	time	the	Will	is	executed,	and	Codicils	are	no	different.		What	Could	Make	a	Codicil	Invalid?	A	codicil	must	meet	certain	legal	formalities	to	be	valid.	Here	are	some	factors	that	could	render	it	invalid:	Lack	of	Mental	Capacity:	The	Testator	must	understand	the	document	and	its	implications.	Doubts	about	mental	state
can	lead	to	challenges.	Improper	Execution:	In	the	UK,	the	codicil	must	be	signed	by	the	Testator	and	two	witnesses	who	are	not	beneficiaries	or	married	to	beneficiaries.	Undue	Influence:	If	the	Testator	was	pressured	into	making	changes,	the	codicil	can	be	contested.	Ambiguity:	Confusing	or	contradictory	provisions	can	lead	to	disputes	and
potential	invalidation.	Amending	a	Will	Amending	a	Will	through	a	Codicil	Amending	a	Will	through	a	codicil	is	a	straightforward	process,	provided	the	changes	are	minor	and	the	legal	requirements	are	met.	For	major	changes,	consider	creating	a	new	Will	entirely.	Update	Your	Will	The	UK	Government	suggest	you	should	review	your	Will	every	five
years	and	after	any	major	life	change,	such	as:	Getting	separated	or	divorced	Getting	married	(this	cancels	any	Will	you	made	before)	Having	a	child	Moving	house	If	the	executor	named	in	the	Will	dies	How	Can	GloverPriest	Help?	At	GloverPriest,	we’re	here	to	help	you	plan	for	your	family’s	future	by	providing	friendly	and	transparent	legal	advice.	If
you	would	like	further	advice	on	your	Will,	please	don’t	hesitate	to	speak	to	one	of	our	expert	Wills	solicitors.		Alternatively,	complete	our	enquiry	form	and	a	member	of	our	helpful	team	will	get	back	to	you.	Definition	A	codicil	is	an	addendum	to	a	will,	allowing	the	testator	to	make	minor	changes	to	the	original	will	without	having	to	create	an	entirely
new	document.	A	codicil	is	an	addendum	of	any	kind	to	a	will.	Codicils	can	alter,	change,	add	to	or	subtract	from	provisions	in	a	will.	They	can	be	used	to	keep	a	will	and	testament	current	and	up	to	date.	A	codicil	can	be	used	to	add,	remove,	or	change	provisions	in	a	will,	as	long	as	the	changes	are	not	too	significant.	It	must	be	executed	with	the
same	formalities	as	the	will	itself,	and	it	must	be	signed	and	witnessed	in	the	same	way.	A	codicil	is	typically	used	when	someone	wants	to	make	a	few	small	changes	to	their	will,	rather	than	creating	a	new	will	from	scratch.	A	codicil	is	used	to	change	a	will.It	must	be	created	by	the	original	creator	of	the	will.A	codicil	is	a	separate	document	from	a
will	that	acts	as	an	addendum	to	a	will.A	codicil	can	change	a	will	completely	or	void	the	original	will.Most	states	require	two	witnesses	for	a	codicil,	although	some	allow	them	to	be	notarized.	Codicils	must	be	created	by	the	original	creator	of	the	will.	They	are	separate	documents	in	and	of	themselves	and	can	lead	to	either	minor	or	major	changes	in
the	will.	All	codicils	must	meet	the	same	legal	requirements	as	the	original	will	and	testament,	and	they	must	each	affirm	that	the	original	will	is	valid	except	for	the	changes	outlined	in	the	codicils.	Codicils	derive	their	name	from	the	Middle	English	term	codicill,	which	is	from	the	Anglo-French	codicille	and	the	Latin	codicillus,	which	meant	a	writing
tablet	and	codex	(book).	Codicils	are	generally	used	to	make	minor	changes	to	wills.	This	can	include	updating	the	name	of	a	beneficiary	due	to	marriage	or	divorce,	adding	specific	requests,	or	changing	a	personal	representative.	Other	changes	that	a	codicil	could	account	for	are	changes	in	potential	guardians	for	children	or	changes	to	end-of-life
wishes,	such	as	funeral	arrangements.	But	if	you're	making	major	changes,	it's	usually	best	to	make	a	new	will.	Major	changes	that	may	warrant	a	new	will	include	adding	a	new	spouse	or	beneficiary,	removing	a	beneficiary,	changing	distributions	among	beneficiaries,	or	getting	divorced.	When	making	a	new	will,	ensure	that	copies	of	the	old	will	are
destroyed.	To	write	a	codicil,	you	will	need	to	follow	the	same	formalities	as	when	you	wrote	your	will.	This	means	that	you	will	need	to	sign	the	codicil	in	front	of	at	least	two	witnesses,	who	must	also	sign	the	document.	Here	are	the	steps	to	follow	when	writing	a	codicil:	Begin	by	stating	at	the	top	of	the	document	that	it	is	a	codicil	to	your	existing
will.Specify	the	date	of	the	codicil	and	the	date	of	your	will.Clearly	state	the	changes	that	you	are	making	to	your	will.	Be	as	specific	as	possible	and	include	the	exact	language	that	you	want	to	add,	remove,	or	change.Sign	and	date	the	codicil	in	front	of	at	least	two	witnesses.Have	the	witnesses	sign	the	codicil	in	your	presence.	It	is	important	to	keep
the	original	will	and	the	codicil	together,	so	that	they	can	be	easily	located	and	read	together.	It	is	also	a	good	idea	to	inform	your	executor	and	any	other	relevant	parties	about	the	changes	that	you	have	made	to	your	will.	If	you	need	help	writing	a	codicil,	you	may	want	to	consult	with	an	attorney	who	specializes	in	estate	planning.	They	can	provide
you	with	guidance	and	ensure	that	your	codicil	is	legally	valid.	Even	though	a	codicil	is	technically	an	addendum	to	the	original	will,	it	can	change	the	terms	of	the	will	entirely	or	null	and	void	the	original	will.	Because	of	the	serious	nature	of	codicils	and	their	power	to	change	the	entire	will,	two	witnesses	are	usually	required	to	sign	when	a	codicil	is
added,	much	like	in	creating	the	original	will	itself.	Some	states,	however,	have	loosened	the	legal	regulations	surrounding	codicils	and	now	allow	for	them	to	notarized.	You	may	be	familiar	with	codicils	from	movie	scenes	in	which	a	will	codicil	is	dramatically	revealed	at	the	last	minute	to	the	astonishment	of	family	members.	However,	in	real	life,
codicils	very	rarely	produce	much	drama	and	are	used	more	for	changes	that	don’t	warrant	drafting	up	an	entirely	new	will.	Some	legal	experts	believe	that	you	shouldn’t	just	rely	on	a	codicil,	but	that	it	may	be	advisable	to	draw	up	a	new	will	altogether	if	changes	are	warranted,	especially	since	much	of	the	legal	proceedings	are	similar.	The
requirements	for	a	codicil	vary	state-by-state.	Most	states	require	two	witness	signatures	for	codicils,	while	some	states	allow	the	document	to	be	notarized.	Yes,	you	can	have	an	unlimited	number	of	codicils.	However,	multiple	codicils	can	create	confusion	or	contradictions.	At	a	certain	point,	you	may	want	to	create	a	new	will.	Codicil	are	addendums
to	wills.	They	are	useful	for	minor	changes	to	wills,	such	as	updating	names	of	beneficiaries	after	a	marriage	or	divorce.	In	cases	where	you	need	to	make	major	changes	to	your	will,	such	as	adding	or	removing	beneficiaries,	it	might	be	best	to	skip	the	codicil	and	make	a	new	will.	A	codicil	is	a	legal	document	that	allows	you	to	make	changes	to	your
will	without	having	to	create	an	entirely	new	will.	It	is	used	to	add,	remove,	or	modify	provisions	in	a	will,	as	long	as	the	changes	are	not	too	significant.	A	codicil	must	be	signed	and	witnessed	in	the	same	way	as	the	original	will,	and	it	must	be	executed	with	the	same	formalities.	Codicils	are	typically	used	when	someone	wants	to	make	a	few	minor
changes	to	their	will,	rather	than	creating	a	new	one	from	scratch.	A	codicil	is	a	short	one	or	two	page	document	used	to	make	a	minor	change,	amendment	or	alteration	to	a	will.		The	codicil	document	must	be	signed	and	executed	in	front	of	two	witnesses	in	the	same	way	as	for	a	will.	It	is	then	kept	with	that	will	but	not	attached	to	it.	There	are	no
prescribed	or	standard	court	forms	for	a	codicil.	An	example	outline	is	shown	below.		Contents:	The	details	of	the	person	making	the	codicil;	When	is	a	codicil	used?	A	codicil	is	used	to	make	a	minor	change	to	an	existing	will.		It	is	a	convenient	way	to	update	something	in	will	when	you	are	otherwise	satisfied	with	your	will.		It	is	like	an	addendum.	1.
Changing	and	appointing	executors	Appointing	an	executor.		An	executor	may	have	died,	become	incapacitated	or	declared	they	don’t	want	to	act.		Appointing	a	substitute	executor.		If	you	haven’t	done	so	in	your	will	you	may	wish	to	nominate	another	person	in	case	your	first	choice	wants	to	resign	or	is	no	longer	around	when	the	time	comes.	
Appointing	another	executor	for	a	specific	purpose.		For	example	a	professional	adviser	you	trust	to	look	after	your	business	affairs.		Or	someone	to	attend	to	your	digital	‘assets’	and	online	footprint.	2.	Changes	to	beneficiaries	and/or	gifts	3.	Cancelling	(revoking)	or	re-instating	an	existing	will	or	part	of	one	Revoking	(cancel)	a	whole	will	made	some
time	ago	before	your	last	will	for	example.	Revoking	or	cancelling	part	of	a	will.			Reviving	an	earlier	revoked	will.	Utmost	care	is	needed	when	using	revocation	clauses	in	codicils	so	as	to	not	inadvertently	revoke	(that	is	cancel)	the	will	being	altered,	changed	or	updated.		This	is	why	lawyers	prefer	that	a	whole	new	will	is	made.		4.	Pets	Adding
instructions	for	what	is	to	be	done	with	a	pet,	if	recently	acquired,	or	updating	arrangements.	Consider	leaving	a	Pet	Profile	for	your	executors	as	such	a	document	can	be	very	helpful	at	a	stressful	time.	Outline	or	structure	of	a	codicil	An	example	of	a	codicil	form	is	shown	to	indicate	what	a	codicil	document	may	look	like.	It	usually	has	a	cover	sheet.	
Note,	this	is	a	sample	only.		A	codicil	document	typically	contains:	Codicil	outline	example.	The	details	of	the	person	making	the	codicil;	Whether	it	is	the	first,	second	or	more	codicil	being	made.		A	word	of	caution	with	too	many	codicils	as	they	can	lead	to	confusion	for	executors.		Seek	legal	advice	and	make	a	new	will	rather	than	risk	problems	later.
A	cross-reference	to	the	will	being	amended.	Ensure	that	the	correct	date	of	the	will	being	amended	is	correctly	stated.		This	is	critical	where	more	than	one	will	exists.	Correct	references	must	be	made	to	identify	the	clause/s	in	the	will	being	altered.		Set	out	the	change	to	be	made	as	appropriate	so	that	all	details	are	clear	and	correct;	As	said	above
care	is	needed	with	the	use	of	any	revocation	(cancellation)	wording	in	the	codicil	to	avoid	mistakenly	revoking	the	will	intended	to	be	changed.			A	statement	confirming	the	will	in	all	other	respects.		An	Attestation	clause	for	signing	and	execution	of	the	codicil.		This	is	done	in	the	same	way	as	for	a	will	for	validity.		The	attestation	clause	is	where	the
willmaker	(testator)	signs	and	the	two	witnesses.		The	details	of	the	witnesses	are	also	added.	The	legal	meaning	of	“will”	includes	a	codicil	A	codicil	together	with	the	will	to	which	it	relates	and	any	other	unrevoked	testamentary	dispositions	–	all	such	testamentary	documents	collectively	form	a	person’s	“will”.	Under	the	respective	wills	and
succession	legislation	the	meaning	of	“will”	is	defined	to	include	a	codicil.		For	example	see	section	3;	“Definitions”	of	the	Succession	Act	2006	(NSW).			Making	a	legally	valid	codicil	–	how	it	must	be	signed	and	witnessed	As	noted	above	the	law	defines	a	‘will’	to	include	a	codicil	and	any	testamentary	disposition.		Making	a	legally	valid	codicil	means
following	the	same	legal	requirements	as	to	make	a	valid	will.		In	other	words	it	is	a	legal	requirement	that	a	codicil	be	signed	in	front	of	witnesses	in	the	same	way	as	that	for	a	will	in	order	to	be	legally	valid.			Storing	It	should	be	stored	with	the	will	to	which	it	relates	in	a	safe	and	secure	place.		Being	a	separate	document	made	at	a	different	time
and	maybe	place	there	is	the	potential	for	it	to	become	separated	from	the	will,	lost	or	forgotten.		Codicils	and	probate	applications	When	applying	for	a	grant	of	probate,	the	original	will	and	all	original	codicil	documents	are	required	to	be	submitted	to	the	Probate	Registry	(or	Probate	Division)	of	the	Supreme	Court	by	the	executor.		Delay	in
obtaining	probate	will	occur	(and	at	extra	time	and	expense)	if	the	original	codicil	has	been	lost	or	is	missing.		If	an	original	codicil	cannot	be	located	it	may	be	possible	to	lodge	a	copy	of	it	if	available	in	limited	circumstances	but	it	will	be	subject	to	the	scrutiny	of	the	court.		Legal	advice	is	essential.	When	a	codicil	cannot	be	used	–	trust	deeds	Note
that	a	codicil	is	only	used	for	making	changes	to	your	will.		To	make	changes	to	documents	such	as	trust	deeds	for	example	you	need	to	follow	the	procedures	as	set	out	in	the	trust	deed	itself.		It	is	important	to	seek	legal	advice	to	ensure	compliance	with	all	applicable	law,	especially	tax	law.	Problems	with	codicils	–	examples	Mistakes	with	dates	–
writing	the	wrong	date	of	the	will	being	amended	on	the	codicil.		No	date	written	–	either	on	the	codicil	or	the	date	of	the	will	being	changed.	Choice	of	words	in	the	amending	clause	proves	confusing	leading	to	uncertainty	as	to	what	the	deceased	intended.	Loss	of	the	original	codicil	document	–	if	it	becomes	separated	from	the	will,	overlooked	or
forgotten.		A	codicil	is	a	separate	document	made	at	a	different	time	and	often	place.	This	increases	the	risk	of	it	becoming	misplaced	from	the	will	to	which	it	relates.		The	Court	requires	original	documents	for	probate	applications	so	it	is	important	to	keep	all	testamentary	documents	together	in	a	safe	and	secure	place.		Hand	written	testamentary
short	documents,	in	‘death-bed’	type	situations,	potentially	intended	as	a	codicil	to	an	existing	valid,	formal	will.		More	than	one	codicil	to	a	will	may	be	made.		However	this	increases	the	potential	for	confusion.		Unless	the	change	is	straightforward,	typically	one	or	two	paragraphs	and	the	will	is	relatively	recent	it	is	preferable	to	make	a	new	will.	
Revoking	part	of	a	will	by	a	codicil	Where	a	codicil	is	used	to	cancel	(revoke)	part	of	an	existing	will	care	is	needed	to	ensure	that	it	is	indeed	partly	revoked	as	required.		And	no	revocation	of	the	whole	will	inadvertently	occurs	through	stating	the	wrong	dates	in	the	codicil	or	incorrect	wording	for	example.	Reviving	an	earlier	will	by	using	a	codicil
Codicils	have	been	used	to	revive	an	earlier	will.		Again	this	means	it	is	critical	to	refer	to	the	correct	date	on	the	will	being	revived.		And	ensuring	that	any	other	testamentary	documents	no	longer	wanted	are	properly	cancelled	(revoked).		This	approach	is	not	really	desirable	given	the	chance	for	things	to	go	wrong,	especially	where	multiple
testamentary	documents	have	been	made.		Time	period	and	capacity	issues	If	the	will	was	made	a	long	time	ago,	it	may	be	preferable	to	make	a	new	will	rather	than	updating	it	by	codicil.		This	will	depend	on	individual	circumstances	and	the	nature	of	the	change	being	made.		However	where	the	possibility	of	a	will	challenge	exists	it	is	worth	being
aware	that	such	a	challenge	could	question	capacity	at	the	time	the	codicil	was	made.		Whether	the	deceased	had	the	required	legal	capacity	and	testamentary	intentions	and	were	acting	freely	at	the	time.		Or	were	they	being	influenced	or	pressured	in	some	way.		Other	concerns	might	be	if	the	terms	of	a	codicil	are	materially	different	to	that	of	the
existing	will,	especially	where	the	will	was	relatively	recent.		The	court	has	to	be	satisfied	that	a	will	maker	knew	and	approved	of	any	codicil	to	their	will;	that	they	intended	to	make	such	a	document.		When	suspicions	are	raised	the	cases	show	that	the	court	won’t	necessarily	admit	the	document	to	probate.	Do-it-yourself	(DIY)	Codicils	As	said	above
a	codicil	should	only	be	used	for	minor	alterations	to	a	will.		It	might	be	tempting	to	do	this	yourself	it	not	being	a	requirement	to	use	a	lawyer.		Before	going	ahead	consider	the	potential	costs	to	your	beneficiaries	and	executors	if	a	mistake	is	made.		The	cost	of	rectifying	this	in	court	time	can	far	outweigh	the	costs	of	having	a	codicil	prepared
professionally.	Of	course	there	may	be	urgent	situations	when	there	is	no	time	to	seek	legal	services.	When	things	can	go	wrong	with	doing	your	own	A	valid	will	and	an	informal,	undated,	unsigned	‘homemade’	codicil	The	deceased	had	made	a	valid	will	some	time	ago	with	the	assistance	of	his	long-time	solicitor.		It	was	properly	executed.	He	had
been	living	alone	and	after	he	died	the	family	discovered	handwritten	notes	of	a	testamentary	nature	in	a	notebook	left	on	his	dining	room	table.		The	notes	were	undated	and	unsigned.	The	problem	was	no	one	knew	what	he	intended	these	notes	to	be.		A	will	or	an	addendum	to	his	will-	a	codicil?		There	were	no	definite	words	either	way.		The	subject
matter	of	the	notes	were	various	statements	about	gifts	to	his	children.	Shortly	before	he	died	he	had	foreshadowed	to	his	solicitor	(and	executor)	that	he	was	thinking	of	changing	his	will.		Could	handwritten	notes	be	an	informal	‘codicil’?	The	executor	applied	to	the	Supreme	Court	for	probate	of	the	formal,	valid	will	together	with	the	notebook.		The
notebook	was	described	as	being	an	informal	codicil	document	to	that	will.		The	Court	found	that	the	informal	codicil	was	more	than	a	list	of	gifts	to	family	in	draft	form.		Its	formal	language	of	will-making	used	by	the	deceased	in	addressing	particular	beneficiaries	together	with	other	facts	was	evidence	the	Court	said	of	his	intentions	the	handwritten
notes	constitute	an	informal	codicil.		Consequently	the	Court	ruled	that	both	the	will	and	the	codicil	be	admitted	to	probate.1	Not	every	informal	codicil	is	admitted	to	probate	However	in	a	different	situation	it	was	held	that	the	executor	had	failed	to	establish	that	a	codicil	made	by	the	deceased	had	been	executed	according	to	law.	In	this	instance
section	6	of	the	Succession	Act	2006	(NSW).2			Dispensing	with	the	legal	requirements	for	execution		Wills	and	succession	legislation	provides	courts	with	wide	discretionary	powers	on	a	range	of	matters.		For	example	the	power	to	dispense	with	the	formal	statutory	requirement	for	the	signing	of	a	will	or	codicil	in	some	circumstances	subject	to	the
court’s	discretion.		It	requires	rigorous	examination	of	the	evidence	by	the	court.	In	New	South	Wales	this	dispensing	power	is	provided	for	under	s	8	of	the	Succession	Act	2006	(NSW)	but	similar	provisions	exist	in	the	other	states	and	territories.	Codicil	to	an	existing	will	or	make	a	new	will?	Codicils	can	be	convenient	and	cost-effective	A	codicil	can
be	a	quick,	convenient	and	cost-effective	way	to	make	a	minor	change	or	update	to	an	existing	will.		Especially	where	the	desired	amendment	is	simple	and	straightforward.			As	with	wills	there	is	no	requirement	that	the	services	of	a	lawyer	be	used.		But	it	is	preferable	all	the	same.		In	some	situations	of	illness	or	accident	there	may	be	no	time	to
seek	the	services	of	a	lawyer	to	make	a	legally	valid	document.		It	was	these	urgent	‘death-bed’	situations	which	historically	led	to	the	development	in	English	law	of	the	codicil,	see	note	below.		Some	legal	practitioners	offer	bedside	attendances	as	part	of	their	services		Contact	the	law	society	in	your	state/territory	to	find	one	near	you.		In	addition
other	law	firms	offer	online	will-making	in	part	which	may	help	keep	costs	down.		Costs	of	a	codicil	vs	costs	of	potential	court	proceedings	to	fix	a	problem	The	choice	of	whether	to	make	a	codicil	or	a	new	will	is	best	made	in	conjunction	with	specific	legal	advice	on	your	circumstances.	If	the	will	was	made	a	long	time	ago	and	circumstances	or
relationships	have	changed	it	can	be	prudent	to	make	a	new	will.		Lawyers	tend	to	prefer	that	a	new	will	is	made	to	reduce	the	risk	of	inconsistencies	and	later	difficulties	with	interpreting	intentions.		Court	proceedings	to	resolve	issues	when	the	willmaker	is	no	longer	around	are	time-consuming	and	costly.		This	cost	can	far	outweigh	the	cost	of	legal
advice	to	draft	a	new	will	in	the	first	place.	History	note	The	word	‘codicil’	comes	from	Latin,	meaning	a	letter	or	note.		The	idea	of	making	a	short	addition	to	a	testamentary	document,	that	is	a	will,	began	in	the	ancient	Roman	civil	law.		Later	in	early	English	law	it	began	to	be	used	in	situations	where	a	testator	didn’t	have	time	to	make	a	proper
solemnised	will	and	testament.		For	example	in	cases	where	the	testator	was	very	ill	on	their	‘death	bed’.		There	are	reports	of	codicils	being	frequently	used	in	times	of	plagues	in	England.		In	17th	century	England	it	was	referred	to	as	a	‘little	book’.	


