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Taper	fade	haircuts	have	become	a	staple	in	mens	grooming,	offering	a	clean	and	sleek	look	that	works	for	nearly	any	occasion.	Whether	youre	going	for	a	casual	or	formal	look,	a	taper	fade	is	a	versatile	hairstyle	that	complements	different	face	shapes	and	hair	types.	The	beauty	of	this	cut	lies	in	its	gradual	transition	from	short	to	long	hair,	providing
a	neat	yet	stylish	appearance.In	this	comprehensive	guide,	well	take	you	through	the	step-by-step	process	of	how	to	do	taper	fade,	whether	youre	a	beginner	or	just	need	a	refresher.	Well	also	answer	some	common	questions	and	provide	useful	tips	to	help	you	nail	the	perfect	taper	fade	every	time.Introduction	to	Taper	FadeA	taper	fade	is	a	haircut
where	the	hair	gradually	gets	shorter	as	it	moves	down	the	sides	and	back	of	the	head,	blending	seamlessly	into	the	skin.	The	result	is	a	smooth	transition	from	longer	hair	on	top	to	short	or	even	bald	sides,	depending	on	the	style	of	fade.	This	haircut	is	known	for	its	clean,	crisp	appearance	that	suits	both	casual	and	professional	settings.The	taper
fade	has	remained	popular	for	decades	because	of	its	versatility.	It	works	with	almost	any	hairstyle	on	top,	from	buzz	cuts	to	afros,	and	can	be	customized	to	suit	personal	preferences.	Additionally,	it	requires	relatively	low	maintenance,	making	it	a	go-to	style	for	many.Tools	Youll	Need	for	a	Taper	FadeA	good	quality	clipper	with	multiple	guard	sizes
is	essential	for	achieving	a	smooth	taper	fade.	Clippers	allow	you	to	create	the	gradual	length	transition	necessary	for	this	cut.Scissors	are	useful	for	trimming	longer	hair	on	top	or	for	refining	edges	and	details	that	the	clippers	might	miss.A	comb	helps	with	sectioning	the	hair	and	ensuring	that	its	even	before	you	start	cutting.	It	also	aids	in	blending
the	hair	more	smoothly.If	youre	doing	a	taper	fade	on	yourself,	having	a	good	mirror	setup	is	crucial.	Ideally,	use	two	mirrorsone	in	front	and	one	behind	youso	you	can	see	the	back	of	your	head.Different	Types	of	Taper	FadesIn	a	low	taper	fade,	the	hair	starts	to	taper	just	above	the	ears.	Its	a	subtle	fade	that	keeps	most	of	the	hair	length	intact,
making	it	great	for	those	who	prefer	a	conservative	look.The	mid-taper	fade	begins	about	the	temples,	a	little	higher	than	the	low	fade.	Its	a	balanced	look	that	isnt	too	bold	but	offers	more	contrast	than	the	low	fade.The	high	taper	fade	begins	above	the	temples,	creating	a	more	dramatic	look.	Its	a	bolder,	edgier	style	thats	popular	among	those	who
want	a	modern,	trendy	haircut.The	taper	fade	gradually	shortens	the	hair,	whereas	the	skin	fade	cuts	the	hairs	all	the	way	down	to	the	skin	at	the	lowest	point,	creating	a	sharp	and	dominating	contrast.	Compared	to	taper	fades,	skin	fades	are	frequently	more	striking.Step-by-Step	Guide:	How	to	Do	a	Taper	FadeStart	by	washing	and	drying	your	hair,
as	the	clean	hairs	are	easier	to	cut.	Lay	out	your	cutting	tools	like	clippers,	scissors,	comb,	and	guards	so	theyre	easy	to	reach.Use	your	clippers	to	trim	the	bulk	of	the	hair.	Choose	a	guard	length	that	suits	your	desired	look,	usually	a	number	4	or	5	guard.	This	will	act	as	the	foundation	for	the	taper	fade.Divide	the	hair	into	sections	using	your	comb.
This	helps	to	maintain	control	over	which	areas	youre	tapering,	ensuring	an	even	cut.Begin	tapering	by	selecting	a	lower	guard	size	(like	a	number	2	or	3).	Start	at	the	bottom	of	the	hairline	near	the	ears	and	gradually	work	your	way	up.	As	you	move	higher,	switch	to	longer	guards	to	create	the	gradual	fade	effect.Blending	is	crucial	to	achieving	a
smooth	transition.	Use	a	clipper-over-comb	technique	or	scissors	to	refine	the	fade.	Make	sure	there	are	no	visible	lines	between	lengths.Apply	the	same	tapering	technique	to	the	back	of	the	head.	Remember	to	follow	the	natural	hairline	and	keep	the	fade	consistent	with	the	sides.Using	the	clippers	or	scissors,	clean	up	around	the	hairline	and	ears
to	give	the	cut	a	polished	look.Finally,	style	the	top	of	the	hair	according	to	preference.	You	can	leave	it	longer	or	trim	it	shorter,	depending	on	your	overall	style.Common	Mistakes	to	AvoidOne	of	the	most	common	mistakes	is	not	blending	the	hair	properly,	leaving	visible	lines	between	lengths.	Ensure	there	is	no	uneven	cutting	of	hairs	from	top	area
of	head	towards	the	sides	and	neckline.Its	easy	to	go	too	high	with	the	taper,	especially	for	beginners.	Stick	to	the	plan	and	taper	gradually	to	avoid	losing	too	much	hair	length.Maintenance	Tips	for	Your	Taper	FadeTo	keep	your	taper	fade	looking	fresh,	aim	for	a	touch-up	every	2-3	weeks.	This	prevents	the	fade	from	growing	out	too	much	and	losing
its	shape.Pomades,	gels,	or	matte	creams	are	excellent	for	styling	the	top	of	your	taper	fade.	Choose	a	product	that	suits	your	hair	type	to	keep	it	looking	neat	and	well-groomed.Benefits	of	Learning	How	to	Do	a	Taper	Fade	at	HomeMastering	the	art	of	the	taper	fade	means	you	can	skip	the	barber	and	save	some	cash.	Its	also	a	handy	skill	if	you
prefer	cutting	your	hair	regularly.When	you	do	your	own	taper	fade,	you	can	tailor	the	style	to	your	preferences,	ensuring	you	get	the	perfect	fade	every	time.	The	source	of	the	video:	Read	More	Post	Content	Shop	the	Barber	Style	Directory	Amazon	store	for	your	barber	supplies:	In	this	taper	tutorial	video,	I	break	down	step	by	step	on	how	to	create
the	transition	from	light	hair	to	dark	hair.	A	taper	is	achieved	when	you	blend	the	hair	with	clippers	by	fading	the	hair	from	a	shorter	to	longer	length.	This	is	commonly	done	on	the	sideburn/temple	area	and	the	nape	of	the	neck.	If	youre	having	trouble	fading,	achieving	straight	lineups/edgeups,	or	want	to	learn	to	cut	different	hairstyles	this	is	the
perfect	barber	tutorial	channel	for	you.	Follow	us	on	Instagram.	@barberstyledirectory	@thomascutit	Clippers.	Trimmers.	Guards.	Combs.	Brushes.	A	cape.	Hair	products.All	can	be	found	in	a	garage	barbershop,	such	as	Tonys	Garage,	a	newly-launched	business	in	West	Chicago	started	by	this	reporter.	Stay	tuned	for	haircut	tutorials,	tips	and
tricks.Tonys	Garage	offers	a	barbers	trim,	using	scissors	and	razors.	Although	barbering	is	not	a	skill	anyone	can	simply	pick	up,	you	can	learn	some	hair	care	basics	by	watching	YouTube	videos	or	following	these	simple	instructions	for	a	taper	fade.The	set-up	at	Tonys	Garage,	a	new	barbershop	in	West	Chicago.	(Photo	by	Anthony	Cortez)Step	1:
Guard	3	closed	(debulk)-First,	you	debulk	the	hair	to	get	rid	of	some	of	the	length,	and	create	a	shape	that	will	be	easier	to	start	fading.Step	2:	Base	line	with	trimmer-It	is	important	to	start	a	guideline	with	the	trimmer	by	making	a	straight	line	at	the	base	of	the	hairline.Step	3:	Shaver	(will	last	longer)-Hit	with	a	shaver	(lightly)	under	the	guideline
for	a	longer	lasting	haircut.Step	4:	No	guard	open/closed-With	clipper	levers	going	up	is	open	which	cut	less	than	down	is	cutting	more	so	with	the	lever	open	we	are	going	to	set	another	guideline	then	close,	we	are	going	to	erase	it	but	with	corners	so	we	wouldnt	take	too	much	hair	off.Step	5:	one	guard	-With	a	one	guard	we	are	going	to	be	fading
up	so	there	are	4	levels	on	lever	on	the	clipper:	increase	the	level,	going	one	up,	to	make	another	guideline.Step	6:	one	closed/open-Now	with	a	1	,	we	want	to	blend.	With	the	lever	on	the	clipper	all	the	way	up,	you	want	to	start	bringing	together	the	two	sections	by	hitting	the	lower	section	with	corners,	adding	another	light	lineStep	7:	guard
open/closed-With	the	half	guard,	start	hitting	the	middle	between	1	and	1	guard	with	its	corners.	Be	careful	not	to	use	a	full	blade	because	doing	so	would	cause	a	bald	spot.Step	8:	Line	up	the	sides-Grabbing	the	trimmers,	start	lining	up	the	sides	so	as	to	give	the	fade	a	cleaner	look.	Eyeball	each	side	to	make	sure	the	look	is	precise	and
clean.Clippers	are	essential	for	any	barber.	Featured	here	are	2x	clippers,	2x	trimmers,	1x	shaver,	2x	combs,	1x	shears,1x	thinning	shears	(Photo	by	Anthony	Cortez)Step	9:	Detail,	detail,	detail-Repeat	the	previous	steps,	adding	detail.	Go	over	the	hair	and	look	for	dark	spots.	These	are	spots	that	need	to	be	lightened	up	so	they	can	blend	in,	and
customers	will	not	see	problem	issues	once	they	look	at	themselves	in	the	mirror.Step	10:	Back	sides-What	you	did	to	the	back,	you	now	want	to	repeat	with	the	sides.	Follow	the	same	procedure.Step	11:	Shear	work-Section	off	the	hair	to	trim	the	top.	For	example,	if	the	client	requested	inch	off	the	top,	wet	the	hair	so	it	will	be	easier	to	grip	on.	Take
the	shears	in	one	hand	and	begin	to	cut,	but	DO	NOT	GO	PAST	YOUR	KNUNCKLES,	YOU	WILL	CUT	YOURSELF.Step	12:	Line-up	the	hair-Line	up	the	hairline	(along	the	forehead)	for	a	better	presentation	(and	as	requested	by	client).	Start	with	the	middle	and	go	off	whatever	side	is	higher	or	lighter	in	a	straight	line.	Take	your	time:	if	you	rush	the
process,	you	might	raise	the	hairline	too	much,	and	it	will	not	appear	natural-looking.Do	not	be	discouraged	if	your	first	few	fades	do	not	turn	out	exactly	as	you	envisioned.	Keep	going:	every	attempt	is	a	learning	lesson,	and	patience	is	key.The	best	advice	is	to	invest	in	quality	and	professional	clippers.In	this	guide,	youll	learn	how	to	fade	hair	for
beginners	at	home.If	this	is	you,	youre	in	the	right	place.In	this	guide,	well	go	through	the	lever,	guard,	and	clipper	and	Ill	explain	how	they	all	work	together	to	make	a	fade.And	Ill	also	provide	the	visual	process	of	how	to	fade	from	my	channel.With	that	said,	lets	get	into	it.Right	to	put	yourself	in	the	best	position	to	fade	hair,	you	need	a	clipper	that
well..	fades	well.In	the	guide	below,	I	go	through	the	best	fading	clippers	article.There	is	a	reason	elite	barbers	own	specific	hair	clippers	for	fading.Its	not	just	another	tool	to	add	to	Or	if	you	want	clippers	better	built	for	home	use,	check	out	this	article	on	the	best	hair	clippers	for	home	use.A	clipper	that	provides	plenty	of	flexibility	is	essential	when
considering	theBest	Hair	Clippers	For	Home	Use.But,	If	you	have	a	clipper	right	now,	no	problem,	those	will	work	too.This	guide	will	go	through	how	to	fade	with	a	lever-based	clipper.Lever-based	clippers	have	varying	cutting	lengths,	and	that	all	depends	on	whether	theyre	fade-blade	clippers	or	taper-blade	clippers.Each	has	subtle	differences	that
affect	the	cutting	length	of	the	clipper.You	can	read	more	into	this	in	this	guide:A	lot	has	been	said	about	how	much	length	does	a	taper	lever	add.Truth	be	told,	its	a	simple	answer	and	one	you	But	regardless	of	what	blade	you	have	as	long	as	you	have	an	idea	of	the	cutting	length	of	the	guard,	you	can	always	figure	out	the	overall	cutting	length.Take
for	example:Add	up#1	guard	+	lever	open	is	the	same	as	3mm	+	1.5mm/1.2mm(is	zero	gapped).This	gives	you	an	overall	cutting	length	of	4.5mm	which,	is	basically	a	1	guard.Thats	an	example	well	get	to	later.Detachable	blade	clippers	work	too,	you	just	have	to	match	the	blade	with	the	cutting	length	(Ill	speak	more	about	this	later).Now	lets	get
into	level-based	clipper	mechanics.Dont	worry,	its	not	that	scary.As	a	beginner,	there	are	3	parts	to	a	lever	you	need	to	know.That	would	be	the:Lever	closedLever	openLever	the	lever	being	halfway	between	open	and	closed.For	the	rest	of	this	guide,	Im	going	to	assume	you	have	a	fade	blade	clipper,	that	cuts	to	around	0mm	when	closed	and	1.5mm
when	open.Thats	the	most	common	cutting	length	and	blade,	so	this	may	very	well	relate	to	you.This	is	how	your	clipper	looks	when	the	lever	is	closed:When	your	lever	is	closed	it	leaves	about	0.1	0.25mm	of	hair	depending	on	the	clipper.On	the	other	hand,	this	is	the	lever	open:When	your	clippers	are	in	this	position,	they	leave	more	hair,	1.5mm	of
hair	to	be	exact.This	is	the	same	length	as	(half	guard/0	guard)	but	well	get	to	guards	later.Extra:Now	if	you	were	to	zero	gap	your	clippers,	you	can	make	your	clippers	cut	more	hair	while	theyre	in	an	open/closed	position.If	your	clipper	were	zero	gapped	your	clipper	blades	could	cut	as	close	to	0.0	mm	when	the	lever	is	closed	(basically	the	length	of
the	trimmer).Then	when	open,	they	would	cut	to	about	1.2	mm.So	overall	its	a	closer-cutting	clipper.If	a	very	close	cut	is	what	you	want,	it	may	be	more	beneficial	to	you,So	to	summarise:lever	closed	=	0-0.25	mm	of	hair	leftLever	closed	but	zero	gapped	=	0mm	of	hair	leftLever	open	=	1.5mm	of	hair	leftLever	open	but	Clipper	is	zero-gapped	=	1.2mm
of	hair	leftFor	beginners,	I	wouldnt	recommend	zero-galling	your	clippers.Clippers	out	of	the	box	from	a	good	brand	will	cut	well.But	if	you	want	more	insight	into	this,	you	can	read	my	guide	on	how	to	zero	gap	clippers.Now	that	you	understand	the	lever,	its	best	you	understand	how	clipper	guards	work	so	you	can	use	both	to	get	a	clean	fade.Next
up,	understanding	clipper	guards.Now,	if	you	need	to	know	how	the	lever	works.	You	now	need	to	get	the	hang	of	the	guards.These	are	the	guards	of	the	3	major	brands	and	the	lengths	they	cut	to.For	beginners,	I	wouldnt	recommend	zero-galling	your	clippers.Clippers	out	of	the	box	from	a	good	brand	will	cut	well.But	if	you	want	more	insight	into
this,	you	can	read	my	guide	on	how	to	zero	gap	clippers.Now	that	you	understand	the	lever,	its	best	you	understand	how	clipper	guards	work	so	you	can	use	both	to	get	a	clean	fade.Next	up,	understanding	clipper	guards.Now,	if	you	need	to	know	how	the	lever	works.	You	now	need	to	get	the	hang	of	the	guards.WahlAndisBabylissIts	best	to	think	of
the	length	in	mm/	inches	as	how	much	hair	is	left.So,	you	now	know	the	lever	moves	to	cut	from	virtually	0	when	closed	and	1.5mm	when	open.And	now	you	know	guards	leave	a	certain	length	of	hair,	well	You	can	now	use	the	two	together	to	merge	and	equal	out	lengths.Heres	an	example:Lets	say	you	had	a	#1	guard	with	the	lever	closed	As	you
open	your	clippers	lever,	it	will	become	a	1	.Similarly,	if	you	had	a	#1	guard,	lever	open,	as	you	close	the	lever	the	overall	cutting	length	drops	down	to	the	actual	1	guard	cutting	length.See	how	you	can	have	two	different	guards	but	depending	on	how	you	move	the	lever,	they	can	come	to	cancel	each	other	out?Now	Ill	explain	it	in	terms	of
length.With	1	guard	(4.5mm)	and	lever	closed	(0mm)	=	4.5	mm	of	hair	left.This	is	the	same	as:1	guard	(3mm)	and	lever	open(1.5mm)	=	4.5mm	of	hair	left	which	is	a	1	gaurd.AlternativelyWith	a	1	guard	(4.5mm)	lever	open	(1.5mm)	=	6mmWhich	is	basically	a	2	guard	(6mm)	lever	closed	(0mm)	=	6mmSo	thats	how	you	can	manipulate	the	cutting	level
to	reach	the	next	guard	up	or	down.Now	blades	(If	you	own	a	detachable	blade	clipper).If	you	have	a	blade	clipper,	you	wont	have	a	guard,	instead,	you	should	have	a	set	of	blades	that	cut	to	their	exact	cutting	length.Blades	cut	to	their	exact	cutting	length,	to	get	a	new	length	you	have	to	swap	out	the	blade	for	the	length	you	want.Levers	are	more
popular	but	as	you	can	see,	as	you	get	down	to	the	smaller	lengths,	you	can	seriously	get	some	get	detail	with	blades.Hence	at	barber	school,	blades	are	what	most	barbers	begin	to	cut	hair	with.But	if	you	have	a	lever	clipper	you	can	still	get	a	very	detailed	cut	Plus	you	dont	have	to	keep	swapping	out	a	blade,	just	move	the	lever!Now	go	to	the	guide
on	how	to	fade	hair	at	home	If	youre	a	beginner,	youll	need	to	know	about	guidelines	as	youll	be	using	it	to	create	lines	that	will	blend	into	each	other.These	are	guidelines.A	guideline	is	an	obvious	and	very	harsh	line	created	between	different	lengths	of	hair.They	are	created	when	the	length	you	clipper	currently	cutting,	leaves	more	hair	than	the
previous	length	below.See	how	they	steadily	go	up	and	each	guideline	gets	thicker	(has	more	hair)?With	guidelines,	they	are	about	an	inch	long	(but	that	depends	on	the	style),	but	the	more	space	you	make,	the	easier	it	is	to	blend	so	dont	make	them	too	cramped	as	you	cut	hair.	Starting	bigger	overall	and	longer	cutting	length,	as	you	close	your
lever,	you	will	gradually	cut	more	hair.While	doing	so,	you	should	be	taking	out	the	guideline(fading	it	away),	until	you	reach	the	bottom	which	will	be	the	start	of	the	new	guideline.So	with	that	said,	lets	get	into	how	you	can	fade	at	home.If	youre	a	visual	leaner,	heres	some	of	my	work	to	show	you	how	to	create	a	taper	fade:My	workNow	to	start	off,
you	want	to	get	a	brush	and	brush	your	hair	down	so	you	work	on	a	flat	surface.You	dont	want	any	bumps.Now.	We	get	to	work.For	these	steps,	were	going	to	do	a	mid-fade.Well	be	blending	from	a	2	guard	Lever	open,	down	to	a	zero.We	will	be	using	the	same	guidelines	for	this	cut.If	your	doing	your	own	hair,	I	would	suggest	you	use	a	barber
mirror,	it	gives	all	the	angles	you	need	to	look	at	when	trying	to	create	a	smooth	blend,	you	can	pick	one	up	from	below:Now	as	you	go	through	each	step,	remember	to	keep	brushing	so	you	can	better	see	each	fade	line	as	you	create	them.So,	get	your	2	guards	and	open	up	the	lever.	This	should	give	leave	around	8mm	of	hair.Take	this	and	go	over	all
the	sides	of	your	hair.This	should	give	an	even	flatter	surface	to	work	with.Now,	we	can	start	the	fading.But	first,	you	must	set	your	first	low	guideline	with	your	trimmers/line-up	clipper.The	first	step	is	to	use	the	balders/trimmers/line-up	clipper	to	set	in	the	bald	guidelines	=	0	mm	for	the	taperGet	your	trimmer	and	set	a	line	at	the	bottom	of	your
hair	go	as	down	as	you	can	as	this	will	virtually	cut	all	your	hair	off	and	will	be	the	bottom	part	of	your	blend.The	next	step	is	to	use	the	clippers	with	the	lever	fully	open	to	set	in	the	next	guideline	slightly	further	up	about	1	inch.Youll	notice	as	you	do	this	theres	a	slight	difference	between	the	guideline	you	set	with	your	trimmer	and	the	line	you	now
created	with	your	clippers	openYou	are	leaving	1.5mm	worth	of	hair,	youll	fade	the	two	together	next.Now	take	your	lever	and	set	it	to	midway(thats	halfway	between	open	and	closed).Take	your	clippers	and	cut	from	the	line	you	set	with	your	trimmer.Move	your	hand	with	delicate	flicks	and	dont	go	up	the	line	you	set	with	your	lever	fully	open.If	you
do	so,	youll	be	completely	taking	out	the	line	as	your	clipper	is	currently	set	to	cut	more	hairNow	if	you	take	your	time	and	your	blend	well	enough,	youve	blended	the	first	part	of	your	hair.When	you	reach	the	bottom	of	that	guideline,	you	should	now	have	your	lever	fully	closed	which	as	we	said	earlier,	is	about	0-0.25mm	depending	on	the
clipper.The	length	of	hair	left	is	enough	for	you	to	blend.The	lever	is	open-	no	guard	line	you	made,	should	now	be	completely	gone.(Faded)And	if	you	take	your	time	and	follow	the	process	slowly,	you	should	now	have	your	first	fade.Success!!(If	youre	feeling	confident,	you	can	move	the	leverto	be	more	closed	or	open	and	you	can	blend	further)	It	may
not	even	be	needed	if	you	like	the	current	look.Now	lets	go	up.Lever	open	+	half	guard	is	the	same	as	1.5mm	+	1.5mm	=	3mm	which	is	basically	a	1	guard	now.Go	up	an	inch	once	more	to	create	the	new	guideline	which	youll	blend	out.Now,	move	the	lever	to	halfway	open.Now	youre	going	to	take	out	the	lever	open,	no	guard	line	you	created.This
will	now	cut	slightly	more	hair	so	slick	at	the	line	and	it	should	start	going	away.Now	as	you	move	down,	by	the	time	you	reach	that	lever	open	line,	your	clipper	should	now	be	on	a	half	guard,	lever	closed	1.5mm	+	0	mm	which	is	the	same	as	a	lever	open.So	when	you	reach	that	line	you	cutting	the	same	length	off	your	hair	but	youve	now	taken	out	a
line	of	hair	and	done	a	fade.Neat	how	it	works	isnt	it?You	must	only	have	the	lever	closed	with	a	guard	at	the	bottom	of	the	line.If	you	have	your	lever	closed	with	any	guard	and	youre	cutting	the	top	side	of	your	hair,	youll	be	cutting	more	hair	than	you	like	and	thats	how	you	botch	a	fade.So	Yh..	keep	that	in	mind.Now;	this	0.5	cutting	length	is
sometimes	tricky	and	doesnt	always	want	to	blend	clean	so	what	you	could	do	is	an	attack	from	the	other	side.You	could	remove	the	guard,	take	the	corner	of	your	clippers,	open	your	level,	and	use	the	corner	of	the	blade	to	attack	the	0.5mm	line.Remember,	there	is	the	same	length.This	should	now	take	out	the	line	completely.Yup,	again	this
translates	to	3mm	+	1.5mm	=	4mm	of	hair	left.Which	is	yup,	a	1	guard	equivalent.So	now	take	this	length,	go	up	an	inch	(2mm),	and	create	the	next	guard	line	which	your	blend	out.Then	you	keep	the	same	guard	on,	put	your	lever	halfway	and	attach	the	middle	to	the	top	side	of	that	line.Then	close	your	blade	with	the	1	guard	on	which	leaves	purely
3mm	of	hair	and	you	will	now	have	a	have	blended	that	line	with	the	lever	open,	half	guard	from	the	step	above.They	both	equal	3mm	of	hair	left.You	should	start	to	get	the	hang	of	this.Take	this	length	and	go	up	another	inch	to	create	the	next	guard	line.Then	put	the	lever	halfway	and	then	close	to	take	the	line	completely.Note:	Now	if	you	dont	have
a	1	guard	(andis	guard	your	can	instead	use	a	2	guard	lever	closed	and	meet	the	lines	together	with	1	guard	lever	open	both	the	same	length.If	you	did	have	a	regular	1	guard,	you	can	now	take	your	2	guard	lever	closed	and	blend	that	up	into	your	2	guard	of	hair	we	set	right	at	the	very	start	where	we	took	off	all	of	the	hair	at	the	same	length.If	you
dont	have	the	1,	instead,	you	can	now	instead	use	the	2-guard	lever	closed,	then	open	it	as	you	move	up	to	the	2/	guard	length.And	just	like	that,	youve	faded	a	2	with	a	0.Now	all	thats	left	to	do	is	line	up	a	haircut	and	make	it	look	tidy.This	video	gives	you	a	full	outline	of	the	process.Now	I	dont	have	a	liner,	you	can	pick	one	up	from	our	guide
below:Why	is	it	essential	to	have	the	Best	Line	Up	Clippers?Well,	theres	a	reason	Elite	barbers	can	create	sharp	lines	When	using	your	line-up	clippers	to	line	up	your	hairline,	all	you	want	is	to	keep	you	steady.Press	firmly	and	DONT	PUSH	THAT	HAIRLINE	BACK.This	video	provided	you	with	a	walkthrough	of	the	process.In	this	article,	we	went
through	how	to	fade	hair	for	beginners	at	home.In	order	to	do	this	you	must	learn	how	to	manipulate	a	lever	and	work	with	a	guard	to	create	guidelines	that	you	slowly	take	out	to	create	a	blend.If	you	found	this	article	helpful.	Check	out	other	articles	on	Thai	topics	below.If	you	do	your	own	hair,	youll	need	a	mirror	bit	apart	from	that,	youll	need	a
brush,	hair	clippers,	guards,	and	trimmers.Start	with	a	longer	guard,	and	gradually	work	your	way	to	a	shorter	one.	Take	your	time,	and	dont	rush	the	process.Yes,	but	it	will	take	practice.	Start	with	a	longer	guard,	and	watch	tutorials	as	you	fade.	Achieving	the	perfect	taper	haircut	can	elevate	your	style	and	enhance	your	overall	appearance.
Whether	you	are	a	beginner	or	looking	to	refine	your	techniques,	understanding	the	nuances	of	how	to	taper	hair	is	essential.	This	guide	will	walk	you	through	the	steps,	tools,	and	techniques	necessary	to	master	this	haircut.Table	Starting	with	the	basics	is	crucial	for	anyone	new	to	taper	haircuts.	It's	important	to	familiarize	yourself	with	the
foundational	techniques	that	make	up	this	style.	One	key	aspect	is	understanding	how	to	create	a	clean	gradient	from	short	to	long	hair.	This	involves	using	varying	guard	lengths	on	clippers	to	achieve	a	seamless	taper	look.Begin	by	using	the	longest	guard	to	cut	the	top	of	your	hair	and	then	work	your	way	down,	gradually	decreasing	the	guard	size.
This	step-by-step	taper	hair	guide	will	help	you	avoid	any	drastic	changes.Start	with	clean,	dry	hair	to	see	the	natural	texture.Use	clippers	for	the	sides	and	back	while	scissors	can	be	used	on	top.Blend	using	a	comb	to	achieve	a	smooth	transition.Practicing	patience	is	key.	Don't	rush	the	process;	take	your	time	to	ensure	precision	and	accuracy.How
to	do	a	taper	haircut	on	a	womanMany	believe	taper	haircuts	are	predominantly	for	men,	but	women	can	also	rock	this	style	beautifully.	The	technique	remains	similar,	but	the	approach	may	slightly	differ.When	tapering	hair	for	women,	its	crucial	to	consider	the	hair's	overall	length	and	style.	Start	by	sectioning	off	the	top,	using	clips	to	hold	it	away
while	you	work	on	the	sides	and	back.Utilize	a	combination	of	clippers	and	shears	for	a	softer	look.	This	allows	for	more	precision	and	helps	in	keeping	the	hairs	natural	flow.Section	the	hair	carefully	before	starting.Use	different	guard	sizes	for	blending.Always	check	your	work	in	the	mirror	for	symmetry.Remember,	the	goal	is	to	achieve	a	subtle
taper	that	enhances	the	haircut	without	overpowering	the	overall	style.How	to	do	a	taper	fade	on	yourselfDoing	a	taper	fade	on	yourself	might	seem	daunting,	but	with	the	right	techniques,	it	can	be	done	effectively.	Start	by	gathering	the	necessary	tools.A	good	pair	of	clippers,	scissors,	and	a	mirror	will	be	your	best	friends	during	this	process.	Make
sure	to	have	a	steady	hand	and	a	clear	vision	of	what	you	want	to	achieve.Begin	with	the	longest	guard	and	work	your	way	down.	Create	guidelines	to	ensure	you	keep	your	fade	consistent	and	balanced.	As	you	progress,	use	a	comb	and	scissors	to	blend	the	hair	and	achieve	that	desired	tapered	effect.Establish	guidelines	with	a	trimmer.Gradually
blend	different	guard	lengths	for	a	smooth	transition.Use	the	mirror	to	check	the	back	of	your	head.Doing	this	can	save	you	time	and	money,	allowing	you	to	perfect	the	art	of	taper	fades	over	time.How	to	taper	hair	straightStraight	hair	requires	a	slightly	different	approach	when	tapering.	The	hair's	texture	plays	a	significant	role	in	how	the	taper	will
look.It's	essential	to	wet	the	hair	before	cutting.	This	makes	it	easier	to	manage	and	helps	in	achieving	a	more	precise	cut.	Use	a	comb	to	section	the	hair,	ensuring	an	even	taper.When	working	with	straight	hair,	focus	on	the	angles	while	tapering.	This	will	give	the	hair	a	more	sophisticated	look.Always	start	with	a	clean	slate;	wash	and	dry	your
hair.Use	a	comb	to	guide	your	cutting	technique.Maintain	a	steady	pace	to	avoid	uneven	sections.With	straight	hair,	highlighting	the	taper	can	create	a	sharp	and	professional	appearance.How	to	do	a	taper	fade	black	hairTaper	fades	are	especially	popular	within	the	black	community,	offering	a	clean	and	stylish	look.	The	texture	of	black	hair	allows
for	more	pronounced	fades	and	unique	designs.When	tapering	black	hair,	begin	with	a	lower	guard	on	the	sides	and	gradually	increase	as	you	move	upwards.	This	creates	a	more	defined	fade.Consider	incorporating	designs	into	the	fade,	which	can	add	a	personal	touch	to	your	haircut.	Be	sure	to	plan	out	the	design	before	starting	to	avoid	any
mishaps.Start	with	clippers	to	create	the	base	of	the	fade.Blend	with	scissors	to	refine	the	look.Utilize	a	razor	to	define	any	designs	if	desired.Taking	your	time	during	this	process	will	ensure	you	achieve	a	flawless	taper	fade.In	conclusion,	mastering	the	art	of	how	to	taper	hair	involves	practice,	patience,	and	the	right	tools.	Whether	you	are	a
beginner	or	looking	to	refine	your	skills,	following	these	detailed	guidelines	will	ensure	you	achieve	a	sharp	and	stylish	look.	Make	sure	to	experiment	with	different	techniques	and	find	what	works	best	for	your	hair	type	and	personal	style.	When	first	learning	to	cut	hair	there	can	be	many	obstacles	that	you	may	experience.	The	most	common
problems	that	you	might	have	to	deal	with	are	learning	the	basic	fading	techniques,	the	guard	sizes,	how	to	blend	using	guard	attachments,	and	how	to	use	the	taper	level	on	side	of	the	clipper.	Those	are	just	some	of	many	things	youll	have	to	learn	as	you	gain	more	knowledge	about	cutting	hair.See	anyone	can	cut	hair,	but	if	you	really	want	to
become	great	at	it	youll	have	to	appreciate	the	fact	that	its	really	a	form	of	art.	It	will	take	a	lot	of	learning,	practice,	and	trial,	and	errors	to	become	great	unless	youre	naturally	gifted.	When	you	mess	up	a	haircut	is	when	you	actually	learn	the	most!On	this	article	youll	learn	some	important	information	that	will	help	you	when	it	comes	time	to	do
your	first	haircut,	or	help	you	on	your	next	hair	cutting	experience.To	perform	a	haircut	the	most	important	tools	youll	need	is	of	course	a	hair	clipper,	and	trimmer.	You	can	first	start	off	with	a	clipper,	and	trimmer	from	your	local	Walmart	store	,and	as	you	get	better	you	might	want	to	Invest	in	a	better	quality	professional	clipper,	because	itll	be	so
much	more	convenient,	and	efficient.A	great	first	choice	hair	clipper	is	one	you	can	get	at	your	local	Walmart	is	called	the	Wahl	color	pro	hair	clipper.	This	clipper	is	great	for	beginners,	and	its	very	affordable.	Other	great	clippers	at	good	prices	to	start	cutting	hair	are	the	Wahl	magic	clip,	and	the	Wahl	designer.A	great	first	trimmer	to	start	with,
and	also	available	at	walmart	is	the	andis	headliner.	Its	cuts	really	well,	the	blade	is	sharp	enough	for	all	the	detail	work	of	a	haircut.	It	can	also	be	zero	gapped	for	extra	sharpness.This	list	covers	basic	equipment	you	should	consider	having.	These	tools	can	help	you	achieve	better	results,	and	a	overall	better	hair	cutting	experience.Water	bottle	For
wetting	the	hair	before,	and	during	the	haircut	if	the	hair	is	flat,	dirty,	or	messy,	and	tangled.	Barber	comb	For	combing	access	hair	when	tapering	or,	fading	can	be	used	instead	of	a	hair	brush.	Flat	top	comb	For	using	clipper	over	comb	techniques,	and	combing	out	the	hair	before	the	haircut.	Haircutting	cape	For	covering	up	your	client	so	hair	wont
get	on	clothes.	Neck	strips	For	wrapping	around	your	client	neck	before	securing	the	hair	cutting	cape	so	hair	wont	go	into	the	neck.	Also	a	bacteria	barrier	from	the	cape,	and	skin	contact	.	Neck	strip	dispenser	to	hold	the	neck	strips.	Neck	duster	For	dusting	off	hair	from	your	clients	face,	and	neck.	Wall	mirror	For	checking	your	work	twice.	The
mirror	lets	you	see	dark	spots,	lines	of	demarcation,	to	check	if	the	hairline	straight,	and	to	check	if	the	lineup	is	symmetrical.	The	mirror	never	lies.	Aftershave	For	cooling	and	cleaning	the	skin	after	a	haircut.	Hair	brush	For	brushing	hair	off	to	see	dark	spots,	and	lines	of	demarcation	when	cutting	a	skin	fade	or	skin	taper.	Clipper	brush	For
brushing	off	hair	as	hair	can	build	up	on	the	clipper	blade,	and	housing.	Nick	relief	For	just	in	case	you	accidentally	cut	someone.	Shears	(hair	scissors)	and	Thinning	shears-	For	trimming	longer	hair,	and	blending	hair	on	side	of	the	head	into	the	top.	Andis	5	in	1	cool	care	For	disinfecting	clippers,	and	trimmers	in	between	haircuts	and	to	cool	down
the	blade	as	they	tend	to	get	hot.	Clipper	oil	For	oiling	clippers	and	trimmers	for	maximum	performance,	and	power.	Hair	gel	To	put	on	the	client	after	a	haircut	to	see	lose	hair	sticking	up	to	detail	the	haircut	better.	Gloves-	This	a	optional	choice,	but	gloves	help	keep	things	sanitary,	and	help	you	from	getting	hair	splitters	which	hurt.	Gloves	are	not
for	looks,	but	for	sanitary	reasons.	Clubman	talc	powder	To	apply	on	the	neck	duster	to	brush	off	hair	easier.	Baricide	jar	To	put	combs,	shears,	guards,	and	other	supplies	into	to	disinfect.	Baricide	salon	disinfectant	To	mix	with	water	in	the	baricide	jar.	Floor	mat	It	helps	to	stand	on	a	floor	mat	when	your	cutting	hair	so	your	feet	wont	get	as	tired.
Barber	chair	Having	a	barber	chair	really	makes	a	big	difference	on	how	easier	it	will	be	to	maneuver	your	client	to	see	every	angle	of	the	head.Before	you	do	any	hair	cutting	figure	out	where	will	be	the	best	spot	to	do	the	haircut	if	youre	doing	it	at	home.	Garages	are	good	spots,	and	most	common,	but	if	you	dont	have	a	garage	the	bathroom	will	be
the	next	best	option.Observe	the	lighting	in	area	you	are	about	to	do	the	haircut,	its	best	to	cut	hair	in	a	well	lit	area.	You	dont	want	to	be	cutting	where	theres	to	many	shadows	as	itll	be	hard	to	see	the	hair	you	are	cutting.Daylight	led	light	bulbs	are	ideal	as	you	can	see	more	details	so	if	your	restroom,	or	garage	has	soft	white,	or	other	lighting	you
might	want	to	change	them.	Dont	cut	hair	outside	directly	in	the	sun	as	the	bright	sun	can	make	it	seem	like	your	haircut	is	done,	and	blended	when	in	reality	there	still	might	be	dark	spots,	and	bulk.If	outside	is	the	only	place	you	can	perform	the	haircut	try	to	find	some	shade	like	under	a	tree.	Yes	lighting	is	very	important,	and	well	dictate	how	good
your	haircut	will	be.	If	there	isnt	enough	lighting	in	the	area	you	might	want	to	add	more	lights	like	shop	lights.	Make	sure	you	use	daylight	lighting.Before	you	begin	any	haircut	its	recommended	to	analyze,	and	visualize.	Analyze	your	clients	head	shape,	indents,	and	imperfections	in	the	skull.	Sometimes	imperfections	in	a	persons	head	will	affect	a
haircut.	Also	check	if	his	hair	is	flat,	or	tangled	which	usually	happens	when	a	hat	is	worn.	If	the	hair	is	tangled	spray	water,	and	get	a	comb	to	comb	out	the	hair,	and	untangle	the	hair	as	much	as	possible.	This	is	a	important	step	because	cutting	tangled	hair	can	sometimes	cause	you	to	cut	more,	or	fade	more	than	you	intended.After	analysing	your
clients	hair	next	ask	what	hairstyle	theyll	would	like.	Sometimes	the	client	is	not	sure,	or	doesnt	know	what	the	hairstyle	they	want	is	called.	This	can	cause	you	to	misinterpret	the	hairstyle	so	its	best	to	talk,	and	make	sure	you,	and	your	client	are	on	the	same	page.	Ask	your	client	if	he	has	a	picture	so	you	can	get	an	idea	of	what	they	want.	In	most
cases	they	already	know	what	hairstyle	they	want.Now	as	a	beginner	you	probably	dont	know	how	to	do	the	common	hairstyles	like	a	fade	,skin	fades,	comb	overs,	fohawks,	mohawks,	and	tapers	etc.	So	really	before	you	cut	anybodys	hair	its	helpful,	and	recommended	thatll	you	take	some	time,	and	learn	your	tools	functions,	andlearn	how	to	use,	and
understand	the	guard	attachments	lengths	.I	recommend	that	you	take	some	time	to	learn	the	hair	clippers	functions,	and	how	to	use	the	taper	lever	on	the	side	of	the	clipper.	Almost	all	types	of	haircuts	require	a	clipper	with	a	taper	lever	to	adjust	the	length	of	the	blade	to	blend	a	haircut	flawlessly.	Their	are	three	main	taper	lever	positions	which
are	closed,	half	ways,	and	open.	The	taper	lever	simply	adjusts	the	length	of	the	blade.When	the	taper	lever	is	closed	it	cuts	more	hair,	and	the	blade	is	at	its	lowest	cutting	position.	When	the	taper	lever	is	open	it	cuts	less	hair,	and	the	blade	is	at	its	longest	cutting	position.	Most	standard	clipper	blades	are	set	000	to	1	without	being	zero	gapped.
When	you	push	the	taperlever	up	towards	the	front	of	the	clipper	its	called	closing	the	blade.	If	the	taper	lever	is	pushedall	the	way	up	its	calledthe	closed	position(	blades	closet	to	each	other)	its	going	to	cut	the	shortest	length	possible	about	a	#000	length	with	most	clipper	blades,	and	that	length	is	bald,	but	not	skin	bald.When	the	taper	lever	is
pushed	towards	the	back	of	the	clipper	its	called	opening	the	blade,	and	when	pushed	all	the	way	down	towards	the	back	of	the	clipper	blade	it	is	set	at	a	open	position	(blades	farthest	apart	)	its	going	to	cut	about	a	#1,	or	a	little	lower,	and	cut	a	little	more	hair	off	than	a	#1/8	hair	attachment.	Another	taper	lever	position	that	is	often	used	when
fading	from	skin	to	longer	hair	length	is	the	half	ways	position	which	will	be	in	between	closed,	and	open	position.	That	position	its	going	to	cut	at	about	a	#0A	Oster	detachable	blade	length.	These	positions	on	the	clipper	lever	are	commonly	used	when	fading,	and	tapering	to	smoothly	blend	any	haircut.	(Note:	These	lever	positions	and	their	hair
cutting	lengths	apply	to	most	000	to	#1	clipper	blades)In	this	video	youll	see	a	demonstration	of	a	open,	and	closed	blade	postion.In	this	video	you	will	see	a	demonstration	on	how	to	use	the	lever	positions	when	youre	cutting	hair.	some	hair	clippers	there	is	a	power	screw	on	the	side	of	the	clipper	that	you	can	adjust	if	its	lacking	power.	Mostly
magnetic	hair	clippers	have	the	power	screw	on	the	side,	and	its	very	simple	to	adjust.	Adjust	your	hair	clipper	power	screw	if	you	feel	that	its	not	as	powerful	as	it	can	be,	or	if	its	not	cutting	the	same	as	it	used	to.Also	if	your	hair	clippers	is	making	a	loud	noise,	or	vibrating	excessively	it	can	be	because	the	power	screw	is	out	of	alignment.	So
adjusting	the	power	screw	should	solve	that	problem	also.The	only	tool	youll	need	is	just	a	screwdriver.Heres	a	video	on	how	to	adjust	your	hair	clipper	power	screw.Sometimes	when	your	cutting	hair	the	blade	sometimes	might	snag,	and	pull	all	of	a	sudden.	Also	when	you	first	turn	on	your	hair	clipper,	and	start	to	cut	a	client	the	blade	sometimes
will	pull	the	hair,	and	not	want	to	cut.	Most	of	the	time	its	easily	a	simple	fix.	All	you	have	to	do	is	push	the	taper	lever	down	towards	the	back	of	the	hair	clipper,	and	then	back	up	to	towards	the	front	of	the	hair	clipper	with	the	hair	clipper	on.So	basically	push	the	taper	lever	down,	and	up.	Do	this	a	couple	of	times.If	this	doesnt	work	try	oiling	the
blade,	and	then	spraying	Andis	cool	care	5	in	1	with	the	hair	clipper	on.	Wipe	down	the	hair	clipper	with	a	paper	towel	then	move	the	taper	lever	up,	and	down	with	the	hair	clipper	on.	This	should	fix	your	problem.[supsystic-price-table	id=23]A	lot	times	a	hair	clipper	will	pull,	and	snag	when	cutting	down	longer	hair	on	top	of	the	head.	This	is	normal,
because	some	hair	clippers	just	dont	have	enough	power	to	knock	the	hair	down	with	ease.	Another	reason	for	snagging	clipper	blade	can	mean	that	the	blade	has	to	be	clean	thoroughly.	Simply	Unscrew	the	blades,	and	brush	off	the	access	hair	of	the	guide	blade,	and	cutting	blade.	Then	reassemble	the	blades	back	together,	and	check	if	they	cut
better.	But	if	you	had	your	hair	clipper	for	a	couple	of	years	or	so,	and	you	noticed	the	blade	starting	to	pull	the	hair	instead	of	cutting	it.	This	can	mean	another	problem.	It	might	be	time	to	change	the	blade	on	the	hair	clipper.	As	time	goes	by	the	hair	clipper	blade	starts	to	get	dull,	and	the	sharpness	of	the	blade	fades	away.	When	this	happens	i
recommend	you	get	a	new	replacement	blade	for	your	hair	clipper,	or	you	can	also	have	them	sharpenedby	a	professional.	You	can	order	the	replacement	blades	online,	or	get	them	at	your	local	beauty	supply	store.A	very	Important	thing	you	must	know	is	how	to	use	hair	clipper	comb	attachments.	First	you	have	to	get	an	idea	on	the	lengths	of	each
comb	attachment,	and	how	much	hair	each	comb	attachment	cuts	off.The	standard	guides	sizes	for	most	hair	clipper	companies	are	sizes	#0	(1/16)	which	is	the	lowest	guide	size,	and	cuts	the	hair	to	about	a	1/16,	and	to	the	biggest	guide	size	#8	(	1	inch)	which	is	highest	comb	attachment	for	most	clippers	companies,	and	leaves	the	hair	about	a	inch
long.Wahl	comb	attachments,	and	Andis	comb	attachments	lengths	cut	at	different	lengths.	For	example	a	number	#2	(1/4)	Wahl	comb	attachment	will	cut	less	hair,	or	leave	a	little	more	hair	than	a	#2	(1/4)	Andis	guard.	This	is	because	theyre	different	in	design,	and	Wahl	comb	attachments	are	made	for	just	Wahl	clippers,	and	Andis	comb
attachments	are	made	just	for	Andis	clippers.They	will	still	be	about	the	same	size,	but	the	Andis	#2	(1/4)	will	be	a	little	shorter.	The	Oster	universal	comb	attachments,	and	the	Andis	magnetic	comb	attachments	cut	about	the	same	length.	Its	just	the	Wahl	comb	attachments	that	are	a	little	different	in	length.	Another	example	is	the	Wahl	#1(	1/8)
attachment	comb	it	will	cut	a	bit	more	hair	than	a	Andis	#1(1/8)	magnetic	comb,	and	a	Oster	universal	#1(1/8)	comb.	Once	you	try	these	different	combs	youll	see	the	difference.Watch	this	video	below	if	you	are	having	trouble	understanding	hair	clipper	attachment	combs	watch	until	the	end	it	will	help	you	a	lot.Blending	all	the	attachment	comb
sizes	together	is	very	simple,	but	can	be	confusing	at	first.	Let	me	start	by	saying	anything	bigger	than	#1	1/2	(3/16)	will	blend	Into	each	other	nicely	by	with	just	opening	the	lever,	and	closing	the	lever,	or	you	can	also	do	it	opposite	by	closing	the	lever,	and	opening	the	lever.So	starting	with	a	number	#2	(1/4)	every	attachment	comb	starting	with	a
#2	(1/4),	and	higher	will	blend	into	each	other	by	just	closing	the	blade	with	the	lever	all	the	way	up,	and	opening	the	blade	with	lever	all	the	way	down.For	example	if	you	do	#2	(1/4)	on	the	sides,	and	a	#8	(1	inch	)	on	top.	The	first	step	will	be	to	cut	the	top.	Youll	first	cut	the	top	of	the	head	using	the	#8(1	inch)	with	the	taper	lever	up	all	the	way	(
closed	blade).	Then	youll	cut	the	sides	making	the	first	guide	line	with	a	#2(1/4)	with	lever	up	all	the	way	(closed	blade)	around	the	whole	head	up	to	the	temple	area,	or	the	desired	starting	area.	Depending	if	you	want	to	give	a	low	,median,	or	high	fade	the	first	guide	line	will	determine	how	high	or	low	the	fade	will	come	out.	Next	with	the	#2	still
on	the	hair	clipper	youll	open	the	lever	all	the	way	down(#2	attachment	with	open	blade)	to	make	a	#2	1/2,	and	go	about	a	inch	above	#2(1/4)	closed.	Now	youll	get	the	next	size	up	which	will	be	a	#3(3/8)	starting	with	the	lever	open	to	start	blending	above	the	#2(1/4)	taper	lever	open	which	is	also	consider	a	2	1/2.	Then	closing	the	lever	all	the	way
up	with	the	#3(3/8)	to	blend	Into	the	top	of	the	head	cutting	a	little	above	where	you	left	off	with	the	#2(1/4)	open	then	youll	get	the	#4(1/2)	lever	open	then	closed,	and	go	above	the	#3(3/8)to	blend	into	the	#8(1	inch)	on	top,	and	so	on	.	(Note:	When	cutting	the	top	of	the	head	always	cut	with	lever	position	at	a	closed	position	unless	they	ask	for	a
size,	and	a	half	for	example	if	someone	ask	for	3	and	a	half	(3	1/2	)	to	make	the	half	size	all	you	have	to	do	is	push	the	lever	all	the	way	down	on	the	hair	clippers	with	the	#3	(3/8)	attachment	comb	on	the	hair	clipper	to	the	open	position	to	make	a	3	1/2)	Do	this	with	every	attachment	comb	left	to	blend	into	the	#8(inch)	all	youll	have	left	to	use	is
#5(5/8),	#6(3/4),	#7(7/8)	using	open,	and	closed	technique	to	blend	into	the	top.	Its	all	a	sequence	to	blend.	You	dont	have	to	put	the	lever	in	the	middle,	or	any	other	position	when	blending	into	the	top	of	the	head	when	using	a	#2	(1/4)	or	any	longer	attachment	combabove	the	#2(1/4).All	it	is,	is	opening,	and	closing	the	taper	lever	on	the	hair
clipper.(Note	:	When	you	have	a	attachment	comb	on	the	hair	clipper,	and	you	push	the	taper	lever	all	the	way	down.	That	adds	a	have	a	half	size	to	whichever	hair	attachment	comb	you	have	on	the	hair	for	example	a	#1(1/8)	with	the	lever	all	the	way	down	to	open	position	is	now	a	#1	1/2,	and	so	on.	Its	applied	to	all	hair	attachments	when	the	taper
lever	is	in	the	open	position	with	the	attachment	comb	on	the	hair	clipper)The	three	main	guards	youll	might	have	to	use	all	three	lever	positions	which	are	closed,	half	ways	and	open	position	are	the	#0	guard	comb	(1/16),	#1	guard	comb	(1/8),	and	the	#1	1/2	wahl	guard	comb	(white	or	burgundy	guard	)	(3/16).	Basically	any	guard	below	a	#2	guard
(1/4).	This	is	because	anything	below	a	#2	the	guard	starting	with	with	a	#1	1/2	guard	will	cut	the	hair	shorter	and	its	more	easy	to	see	a	line	of	demarcation,	and	dark	spots.	Therefore	youll	have	to	play	with	the	lever	more.	and	use	the	half	ways	taper	lever	position	if	you	have	to.With	the	#1	1/2	(3/16)	Wahl	attachment	comb	youll	might	have	to	put
the	lever	in	the	middle	to	half	ways	taper	lever	position	if	your	blending	from	a	closed	#1	1/2	(which	equals	a	true	1	1/2)	into	a	#2(1/4)	or	blending	into	a	speed	o	guide	size	#0	(3/16)	which	is	about	a	#2	(1/4)	also	just	cuts	a	bit	shorter	than	a	#2	but	longer	than	a	Wahl	#1	/1/2(	white	guard	or	burgundy	guard).	Meaning	that	youll	have	to	do	all	3
positions	with	the	Wahl	#1	1/2	(3/16)	which	is	taper	lever	closed,	lever	half	ways,	and	lever	open	when	blending	into	a	#2	depending	on	the	type	of	head	shapes,	and	hair	textures.	So	if	you	see	a	line	of	demarcation,	or	dark	spots	when	you	use	a	Wahl	attachment	comb	#1	1/2	(3/16)	taperlever	open	after	using	a	Wahl	attachment	comb	#1	1/2(3/16)
(same	guard)	in	closed	position	youll	have	to	put	the	lever	half	ways	to	blend	in	between	sometimes	depending	on	the	hair	texture.With	a	#1	(1/8)	and	a	#0	(1/16)	attachment	combs	you	will	have	to	use	the	halfways	taper	lever	position	because	from	a	closed	#1	(1/8),	and	a	open	#1(1	1/2)	there	will	be	a	line,	or	dark	spot	in	between	those	to	steps,
and	to	take	this	little	line	out	simply	adjust	the	taper	lever	in	the	middle	with	the	same	hair	attachment	comb	on	the	hair	clipper	to	the	half	ways	position	and	blend.Same	applies	to	the	#0	(1/16)	hair	attachment	comb	sometimes	depending	on	the	type	of	haircuts	texture	you	will	have	to	use	the	half	ways	taper	lever	position	to	blend	in	between	the
#0(1/16)	lever	closed	(taper	lever	pushed	all	the	way	up	to	the	front	of	the	hair	clipper),	and	#0(1/16)	lever	open	(taper	lever	pushed	all	the	way	down	to	the	back	of	the	hair	clipper	).Another	important	thing	you	should	know	about	the	Wahl	clippers	attachment	combs	is	that	youll	will	need	a	universal	Speed	O	Guide	#0	(3/16)	which	is	the	attachment
comb	that	is	missing	between	the	Wahl#1	1/2	(3/16),	and	Wahl	#2	(1/4).	The	Speed	0	Guide	#0	will	blend	any	dark	line	or	dark	spots	between	the	Wahl	#1	1/2	(3/16),	and	the	Wahl	#2	(1/4)	making	the	hair	transition	smoother.For	some	reason	the	Wahl	#1	1/2	(3/16),	and	#2	(1/4)	sometimes	wont	blend	into	to	each	other	perfectly.	You	still	might	be
able	to	blend	those	guide	combs	together,	but	youll	have	to	use	a	flicking	motion,	and	the	corners	of	the	blade	with	the	Wahl	#1	1/2	(3/16)	attachment	comb	when	blending	into	the	Wahl	#2	(1/4).I	highly	recommend	getting	the	Speed	O	Guide	#0(3/16)	as	itll	will	help	you	a	lot	when	fading	with	attachment	combs.[supsystic-price-table	id=25]Mostly	all
haircuts	when	learning	to	cut	hair	will	in	vovled	clipper	comb	attachments	to	cut,	and	blend	the	hair.	Its	all	common	sense	when	using	clipper	comb	attachments	when	doing	a	fade,	or	a	taper	haircut,	But	it	can	get	difficult,	and	confusing	at	times.Lets	go	though	all	the	standard	comb	attachment	sizes	for	most	clipper	companys	which	are	#0(1/2),
#1(1/8),	#1	1/2(3/16),	#2(1/4),	#3(3/8),	#4(1/2),	#5(5/8),	#6(3/4),	#7(7/8),	#8(1).Their	are	many	different	techniques	when	usingcomb	attachments	to	fade	hair.	Every	barber	dont	blend,	and	fade	the	same	way.	Each	person	develops	a	style	of	cutting,	and	a	system	of	cutting	hair	for	each	hairstyle,	and	hair	texture.I	will	share	a	simple,	and	basic	way
to	fade,	and	blend.	The	way	I	learned	to	cut	hair	was	basically	switching	from	guide	comb	to	guide	comb	to	blend	into	the	size	on	top	of	the	hair.Heres	a	picture	below	for	reference	when	i	use	words	of	the	anatomy	of	the	head	when	I	explain	a	#1(1/8)	on	the	sides,	and	#3	(3/8)	on	top	hairstyle.For	example	if	someone	wanted	a	#3(3/8)	on	top,	and	a
#1(1/8)	on	the	sides.	The	attachment	combs	I	will	need	to	do	this	haircut	using	a	Wahl	clipper	will	be	the	#1(1/8)	to	make	the	the	first	guide	line	of	the	fade	then	a	wahl	guard	#1	1/2	(3/16)	followed	by	a	speed	o	guide	#0	(3/16)	then	a	#2(1/4)	to	blend	the	ridge	section	of	the	head	into	the	#3(3/8)	on	top.Its	all	a	process,	and	each	guide	comb	between
the	#1(1/8),	and	#3(3/8)	is	needed	to	complete	the	haircut	of	a	#1(1/8)	on	the	sides,	and	#3(3/8)	on	top	fade	hairstyle.I	would	use	a	skip	guard	method	on	this	hairstyle	because,	its	easier	when	first	learning	to	cut	hair	than	fading	up	towards	the	top.	Skip	guard	fading	gives	you	room	to	blend	into	each	guide	line	you	make.Skip	guard	fading	Is	a
method	where	you	skip	a	guard	size	up	to	make	a	another	guide	line	from	your	first	initial	guide	line.	Then	you	go	back	with	the	guard	size	in	between	those	two	guide	lines	to	blend	that	area.	All	it	really	is	is	making	sperate	guide	lines	with	different	lengths	then	blending	it	all	together.Heres	a	picture	of	an	example	of	skip	guard	fadingA	guide	line	Is
when	you	use	a	attachment	comb	to	make	a	line	in	the	head	when	starting	a	fade	or	taper	haircut.	A	guide	line	is	also	when	you	make	another	line	after	your	first	initial	guide	line.Guide	lines	are	very	helpful	when	learning	to	cut	hair	so	you	can	see	how	much	room	you	have	to	blend	into	the	next	guide	line.For	example	on	a	number	#3	(3/8)on	top,
and	#1(1/8)	on	the	bottom	fade	hairstyle	using	a	Wahl	clipper,	and	attachment	combs	I	would	first	make	the	first	guide	line	with	a	#1(1/8)	with	the	lever	closed	all	the	way	to	cut	the	bottom	making	the	guide	line	up	to	the	temple	area	all	around	the	head.Next	I	will	cut	the	top	of	the	head	with	the	#3	lever	closed	then	I	will	use	the	speed	o	guide	#0
(3/16	also	a	#1	1/2)	with	the	lever	closed	to	go	up	about	a	inch,	and	a	half	above	the	first	guide	line	towards	the	crown	area	of	the	head	then	after	closed	position	I	will	open	all	the	way	to	just	barely	go	over	the	same	spot	above	where	I	did	the	speed	o	guide	#0	lever	closed	(3/16	also	a	#1	1/2)	getting	closer	towards	the	ridge	of	the	head.The	next	step
is	use	the	#2	(1/4)	guard	to	blend	the	speed	o	guide	#0	line	of	demarcation	where	the	ridge	of	the	head	is	into	the	#3(3/8)	on	top.	Starting	with	#2(1/4)	guard	with	the	lever	open	all	the	way	blend	into	the	top	of	the	head	then	close	the	lever,	and	go	over	the	same	spot	slightly	under	where	you	cut	with	the	#2(1/4)	lever	opened.All	thats	left	now	is	to
take	out	the	first	initial	guide	line	where	you	started	your	fade	with	the	#1(1/8)	guard	since	the	midsection	of	the	head,	and	ridge	should	be	pretty	much	blended	into	the	top.Using	the	Wahl	#1	1/2	(3/16)	guard	staring	with	the	lever	open	all	the	way	start	blending	your	first	initial	guide	line	you	made	with	the	#1(1/8).	Start	going	about	3/4	with	the	of
a	inch	above	your	first	#1	(1/8)guide	line	with	the	wahl	#1	1/2	guard	lever	opened	all	the	way	remembering	not	to	go	higher	than	where	you	used	the	Speed	o	guide	#0(3/16).Next	using	same	guard	(wahl	1	1/2)	adjust	the	lever	in	the	middle	position	(between	open	and	closed)	with	#1	1/2	Wahl	guard	still	on	the	clipper	keep	blending	your	first	guide
line	as	you	see	the	line	to	slowing	start	to	go	away.Remembering	not	to	go	higher,	and	just	under	where	you	used	the	Wahl	#1	1/2	(3/16)	lever	open	(the	same	guard).	Now	with	the	lever	closed	all	the	way	with	the	Wahl	#1	1/2	guard	(same	guard)	go	just	above	your	first	initial	guide	line	you	made	in	begging	of	haircut	with	the	#1(1/8).Youll	see	the
first	guide	line	start	to	blend,	but	there	will	still	be	a	little	noticeable	line	that	youll	take	out	with	the	#1(1/8)	guard	the	same	guard	you	started	the	haircut	with.With	the	#1	guard	open	go	about	half	a	inch	above	your	first	guide	line	where	you	used	the	#1	guard	closed.	Blending	into	the	Wahl	#1	1/2	guard.	Itll	probably	wont	cut	that	much,	but	its
cleaning	up	the	area.Now	with	the	lever	in	the	middle	using	the	#1(1/8)	guard	start	cutting	barely	above	the	#1(1/8)	closed.	Cutting	just	below	where	you	cut	with	the	#1(1/8)	lever	open.The	purpose	now	is	to	take	out	the	the	first	guide	line.Now	finally	the	final	step	of	the	haircut	of	a	#1(1/8)	on	the	sides,	and	#3(3/8)	on	top	fade	hairstyle.	Close	the
lever	all	the	way	with	the	#1(1/8).	The	same	guard	you	started	with.	Now	try	using	the	corners	of	the	blade	with	the	#1	guard	closed	lever	on	the	clipperto	avoid	making	another	line	and	go	just	above	where	you	made	your	first	initial	guide	line	with	the	#1	(1/8)	The	line	will	fade	away.Sometimes	it	helps	to	stretch	the	skin	if	the	line	dont	want	to
blend,	so	that	you	can	just	focus	on	the	little	line	you	have	to	get	rid	of	with	the	corners	of	the	blade	with	the	#1(1/8)	guard.This	is	just	one	example	on	how	to	do	this	hairstyle.	This	method	of	cutting	will	leave	the	hairstyle	with	a	median	fade	look	.Sometimes	when	doing	this	method	of	cutting	you	might	create	another	line	which	is	okay	because	all
you	have	to	do	is	use	the	next	guard	size	up,	and	starting	with	the	lever	open	all	the	way	then	closing	the	lever	to	get	rid	of	any	dark	spots.Its	a	effective	method	to	use	on	some	hairstyles.	Its	also	great	when	first	learning	to	cut	hair	as	it	may	be	more	difficult	to	fade	upwards(	bottom	to	top)	or	fade	downwards(top	to	bottom).Well	I	hope	you	learned	at
least	a	thing,	or	two	that	will	help	you	in	the	future.When	first	learning	to	cut	hair	it	can	be	difficult	to	find	anyone	that	will	let	you	practice	on	their	hair.	Its	not	a	bad	idea	for	you	yourself	to	be	the	first	genii	pig	to	try	out	a	haircut	on	as	long	as	you	dont	mind	having	a	so,	and	so	haircut	if	it	doesnt	come	out	that	great.	You	can	learn	to	cut	hair	after
practicing	on	yourself.If	you	are	not	sure	about	the	idea	of	learning	on	your	own	hair	you	dont	have	to	learn	on	yourself	there	is	other	options	like	cutting	a	family	members	hair	like	your	younger	brother,	uncle,	and	cousins	as	long	as	you	can	convince	them	that	youll	do	a	great	job	even	when	you	are	not	certain	how	youll	do.Sometimes	you	just	have
to	do	it,	and	hope	for	the	best	if	you	want	to	learn,	and	evolve	in	cutting	hair.	As	long	as	you	learn	the	basics,	and	have	some	knowledge	on	how	to	use	the	hair	clipper	attachment	combs,	and	the	taper	lever	youll	do	fine.Trust	your	ability	to	give	a	great	haircut.	It	helps	to	envision	how	the	haircut	is	going	look	at	the	end	when	your	all	done.	Envision
the	best	haircut	you	can	possibly	do	even	if	it	doesnt	come	out	how	you	wanted	it	to.	Let	the	person	know	that	your	learning,	and	youll	try	your	best.Let	the	person	understand	that	it	might	take	longer	for	you	to	cut	their	hair	than	theyre	regularly	used	to.	When	you	first	start	learning	to	cut	hair	a	haircut	can	take	up	to	an	hour	to	a	hour,	and	a	half,
and	this	is	normal.	Youll	get	faster	as	time	goes	by.	Dont	focus	on	the	time	just	do	your	best,	and	try	to	make	sure	there	is	great	lighting	where	you	are	going	to	do	the	haircut	so	you	can	see	more	details.	Also	try	to	avoid	cutting	directly	in	the	sun.If	you	have	no	luck	on	finding	someone	that	will	let	you	cut	their	hair	maybe	you	can	learn	on	a
mannequin	head	that	are	available	for	purchase	for	anyone	to	learn	how	to	cut	hair.	You	can	practice	on	the	mannequin	head	until	you	develop	greater	skills	to	cut	on	a	real	person.	Among	the	most	popular	hairstyles,	taper	fades	are	praised	for	their	versatility,	clean	appearance,	and	suitability	for	numerous	hair	types.	It	is	a	valuable	skill	to	learn
how	to	do	a	taper	fade,	regardless	of	whether	you	are	a	professional	barber	or	just	trying	your	hand	at	it	at	home.	Choosing	the	right	tools,	understanding	fade	types,	and	mastering	the	technique	of	tapering	are	all	part	of	this	guide	to	achieving	a	perfect	taper	fade.	Lets	get	started!Taper	fades	are	hairstyles	that	gradually	shorten	from	the	top	to	the
bottom,	blending	seamlessly	into	the	skin.	Faded	hairstyles	appear	polished	and	clean	because	of	the	transition	from	longer	to	shorter	hair.	It	is	possible	to	customize	taper	fades	in	many	ways,	ranging	from	high	fades	that	offer	a	sharp	contrast	to	low	fades	that	are	subtle.In	order	to	decide	which	look	you	want	to	achieve,	you	need	to	understand	the
different	types	of	taper	fades.	A	few	popular	options	are	as	follows:Low	Taper	Fade:	This	fade	begins	just	above	the	ear	and	transitions	subtly.Mid	Taper	Fade:	Creates	moderate	contrast	between	hair	lengths	around	the	temples.High	Taper	Fade:	Creates	an	edgy,	bold	look	by	starting	high	on	the	head,	near	the	crown.Skin	Taper	Fade:	Close-cropped,
clean	finish	that	fades	all	the	way	down	to	the	skin.Drop	Fade:	Fades	follow	the	natural	shape	of	the	head,	dropping	as	they	go	around	the	back.Here	are	the	tools	youll	need	to	create	a	professional-quality	taper	fade:Clippers	with	different	guard	sizes	(e.g.,	#1,	#2,	#3,	etc.)Trimmer	or	edger	around	the	hairline	and	ears	for	fine	detailsComb	used	to
blend	the	fade	and	control	the	hairScissors	for	trimming	and	blendingMirrorif	youre	working	alone,	two	mirrors	are	recommended)Hair	clips	can	be	used	to	keep	sections	out	of	the	way	if	necessaryComb	your	hair	after	it	has	been	cleaned,	dried,	and	combed.	Before	beginning	the	taper	fade,	detangle	and	smooth	the	hair.	As	a	result,	the	natural
hairline	will	be	easier	to	see	and	the	fade	will	be	more	even.Also,	read	How	to	Get	Edgar	Cut	Video	TutorialYou	can	choose	between	low,	mid,	high,	or	skin	fades.	Starting	with	a	low	or	mid	taper	fade	is	usually	easiest	for	beginners,	since	it	requires	less	contrast	and	blending.The	largest	guard	should	be	used	first	(usually	#4	or	#3).	Move	the	clippers
upward	over	the	top	of	the	head	or	the	highest	point	of	the	fade.	In	this	way,	you	will	gradually	reduce	the	length	of	your	hair	as	you	fade.The	first	guideline	marks	where	the	fade	transitions	from	one	length	to	the	next.	Switch	to	a	shorter	guard	(e.g.,	#2)	and	set	your	first	guideline.	Make	sure	you	follow	the	shape	of	the	head	carefully	around	the
temple	area.	To	avoid	harsh	lines	and	to	keep	the	transition	smooth,	move	the	clippers	in	a	C-motion	or	flick-out	motion.The	head	should	be	moved	down	and	the	guard	changed	to	a	shorter	one	(e.g.,	#1).	Place	the	second	guideline	between	one	and	two	inches	below	the	first,	following	the	same	C-motion.	The	taper	fade	begins	to	become	noticeable	at
this	stage.	It	is	important	to	maintain	even	pressure	throughout	the	line	to	avoid	harsh	cuts.If	your	clippers	have	an	adjustable	lever,	you	can	use	the	lever	play	technique	to	blend	the	lines	between	lengths.	Adjust	the	guard	slightly	by	opening	the	lever	and	going	over	the	area	between	your	first	and	second	guidelines.	This	process	should	be	repeated
until	the	transition	from	top	to	bottom	is	smooth.For	a	refined	blend,	use	scissors	near	the	temples	and	nape	of	the	neck	to	cut	out	hair	sections	slightly	with	a	comb.Trim	the	guard	or	switch	to	the	shortest	guard.	If	you	want	a	skin	taper	fade,	fade	your	hair	down	to	the	skin	along	your	neckline	and	sideburns.	The	sideburns	and	neckline	should	be
well-defined	for	a	cleaner	look.If	any	fine	details	need	to	be	adjusted,	use	a	clippers	edge	or	a	trimmer.	Sideburns	should	be	squared	off	or	rounded,	and	the	neckline	should	be	crisp.Make	sure	the	head	is	symmetrical	by	using	a	hand	mirror.	Any	remaining	unevenness	can	be	removed	with	clipper	guards	or	scissors.Also,	read	Mid	Taper	Fade	Curly
Hairstyles	for	MenPractice	with	Longer	Guards	First:	A	longer	guard	gives	you	more	room	to	make	mistakes	at	first,	especially	when	youre	learning	fades.Blend	with	a	Comb	and	Scissors:	Use	a	comb	and	scissors	if	there	are	any	noticeable	lines	or	uneven	areas.Go	Slowly:	Take	your	time	and	double-check	your	work	often.	Rushing	can	lead	to
mistakes.Pay	Attention	to	Head	Shape:	Keep	the	fade	balanced	by	following	the	natural	contours	of	the	head.Clean	Up:	The	taper	fade	looks	polished	and	professional	with	a	clean	neckline	and	well-defined	edges.Maintaining	a	sharp	look	requires	regular	upkeep	with	taper	fades.	It	is	generally	recommended	to	touch	up	fades	every	two	to	three
weeks,	depending	on	hair	growth.	If	you	want	to	touch	up	your	hair	at	home,	follow	the	same	steps	as	above.Leaving	Harsh	Lines:	Smooth	fades	are	achieved	by	blending.	Blending	tools	and	gradual	motions	will	help	you	avoid	harsh	lines.Using	the	Wrong	Guard	Sizes:	Maintain	an	even	transition	between	longer	and	shorter	hair	by	using	the	same
guard	size	every	time.Rushing	the	Process:	A	good	taper	fade	takes	time,	so	avoid	mistakes	by	working	methodically.Also,	read	Straight	Hair	Mid	Fade	TaperWith	taper	fades,	you	can	wear	this	hairstyle	regardless	of	your	face	shape,	hair	type,	or	personal	style.	It	is	possible	to	achieve	both	a	professional-looking	fade	and	a	stylish	fade	with	this	guide.
The	more	you	practice,	the	better	your	hand	will	become	at	blending,	so	you	can	achieve	the	perfect	taper	fade	every	time.
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