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The	short	answer	is:	generally,	no.	A	concealed	carry	permit	typically	applies	only	to	firearms,	not	knives,	including	Bowie	knives.	Knife	laws	vary	significantly	by	state	and	even	local	jurisdiction,	and	having	a	concealed	carry	permit	for	a	firearm	does	not	usually	extend	to	legalizing	the	concealed	carry	of	knives.	You	need	to	understand	your	local
knife	laws	to	stay	on	the	right	side	of	the	law.	Understanding	the	Legal	Landscape	of	Bowie	Knife	Carry	Carrying	a	Bowie	knife	is	a	complex	legal	issue	with	varying	regulations	across	the	United	States.	Understanding	the	specific	laws	in	your	state	and	local	area	is	crucial	before	carrying	any	knife,	especially	one	as	large	and	potentially	intimidating
as	a	Bowie	knife.	Is	this	article	helpful	to	you?	State	vs.	Local	Laws	It’s	important	to	differentiate	between	state	laws	and	local	ordinances.	While	a	state	might	permit	the	open	carry	of	a	Bowie	knife,	a	city	or	county	within	that	state	could	have	stricter	regulations	prohibiting	its	carry,	either	open	or	concealed.	Therefore,	checking	both	state	statutes
and	local	regulations	is	paramount.	Open	Carry	vs.	Concealed	Carry	Open	carry	refers	to	carrying	a	knife	visibly,	usually	on	a	belt	or	in	a	sheath.	Concealed	carry	refers	to	carrying	a	knife	hidden	from	view,	such	as	inside	a	pocket,	under	clothing,	or	in	a	bag.	Laws	governing	open	and	concealed	carry	often	differ	significantly.	Many	states	that	allow
open	carry	of	knives	may	still	prohibit	concealed	carry.	Blade	Length	Restrictions	Many	jurisdictions	impose	blade	length	restrictions	on	knives.	A	Bowie	knife,	typically	characterized	by	its	long	blade	(often	exceeding	5	inches	and	sometimes	reaching	12	inches	or	more),	may	exceed	these	limits.	Exceeding	the	legal	blade	length	could	result	in
criminal	charges.	Intent	and	Use	Even	if	carrying	a	Bowie	knife	is	technically	legal,	the	intent	and	potential	use	of	the	knife	can	impact	its	legality.	If	you	carry	a	Bowie	knife	with	the	intent	to	use	it	unlawfully,	or	if	you	brandish	it	in	a	threatening	manner,	you	could	face	assault	or	other	criminal	charges,	regardless	of	whether	carrying	the	knife	itself
is	legal.	Federal	Law	Considerations	While	most	knife	laws	are	at	the	state	and	local	level,	federal	law	can	come	into	play	in	certain	situations,	particularly	concerning	interstate	transport	or	possession	of	knives	on	federal	property.	These	laws	are	generally	less	restrictive	than	state	and	local	laws	but	should	still	be	considered.	What	Your	Concealed
Carry	Permit	Actually	Covers	A	concealed	carry	permit	is	designed	to	allow	individuals	to	carry	a	concealed	firearm	legally.	This	permit	does	not	typically	extend	to	other	weapons,	such	as	knives.	The	permit	is	tied	specifically	to	firearms	regulations	and	training	requirements,	which	do	not	directly	translate	to	knife	carry.	The	Scope	of	Firearm
Regulations	Concealed	carry	permits	are	issued	based	on	specific	criteria	related	to	firearms,	including	background	checks,	training,	and	legal	restrictions	related	to	firearm	ownership.	These	criteria	do	not	generally	address	knife	carry.	Differentiating	Weapons	Under	the	Law	The	law	often	distinguishes	between	different	types	of	weapons.	Firearms
are	typically	regulated	more	heavily	than	knives,	and	the	requirements	for	legally	carrying	a	firearm	do	not	automatically	apply	to	other	types	of	weapons.	Specific	Training	and	Requirements	Concealed	carry	permits	often	require	specific	training	courses	that	focus	on	firearm	safety,	handling,	and	legal	use.	These	courses	do	not	typically	cover	knife
laws	or	defensive	knife	techniques.	How	to	Determine	the	Legality	of	Carrying	a	Bowie	Knife	Determining	the	legality	of	carrying	a	Bowie	knife	requires	thorough	research	and	understanding	of	the	laws	in	your	specific	location.	Researching	State	Statutes	Begin	by	researching	your	state’s	statutes	related	to	knife	carry.	Look	for	laws	that	specifically
address	open	and	concealed	carry,	blade	length	restrictions,	and	prohibited	weapons.	Your	state’s	Attorney	General	website	is	a	good	place	to	start.	Checking	Local	Ordinances	Next,	check	local	ordinances	for	any	additional	restrictions	on	knife	carry.	This	might	include	city	or	county	regulations	that	are	more	restrictive	than	state	law.	Consulting
Legal	Professionals	If	you	are	unsure	about	the	legality	of	carrying	a	Bowie	knife	in	your	area,	consult	with	a	legal	professional	who	specializes	in	firearms	and	weapons	law.	They	can	provide	specific	guidance	based	on	your	circumstances	and	location.	Contacting	Law	Enforcement	Contacting	your	local	law	enforcement	agency	can	also	provide
clarity	on	local	regulations	and	enforcement	practices	related	to	knife	carry.	Online	Resources	and	Communities	Online	resources,	such	as	legal	websites	and	forums	dedicated	to	knife	rights,	can	provide	valuable	information	and	insights.	However,	always	verify	information	from	online	sources	with	official	sources,	such	as	state	statutes	and	local
ordinances.	Consequences	of	Illegally	Carrying	a	Bowie	Knife	Illegally	carrying	a	Bowie	knife	can	have	serious	consequences,	including:	Criminal	Charges	You	could	face	criminal	charges,	ranging	from	misdemeanors	to	felonies,	depending	on	the	severity	of	the	violation	and	the	laws	in	your	jurisdiction.	Fines	and	Imprisonment	Conviction	for	illegally
carrying	a	Bowie	knife	could	result	in	fines,	imprisonment,	or	both.	Loss	of	Firearm	Rights	In	some	cases,	a	conviction	for	a	weapons-related	offense,	even	involving	a	knife,	could	lead	to	the	loss	of	your	firearm	rights.	Civil	Liability	If	you	use	a	Bowie	knife	unlawfully,	you	could	face	civil	liability	for	any	damages	or	injuries	you	cause.	Frequently	Asked
Questions	(FAQs)	Here	are	15	frequently	asked	questions	to	provide	further	clarity	on	the	legality	of	carrying	a	Bowie	knife,	particularly	in	relation	to	concealed	carry	permits.	1.	Does	my	concealed	carry	permit	for	firearms	allow	me	to	carry	a	concealed	Bowie	knife?	No,	typically	a	concealed	carry	permit	for	firearms	does	not	extend	to	knives.	Knife
laws	are	separate	and	vary	by	state	and	locality.	2.	Is	it	legal	to	openly	carry	a	Bowie	knife	in	my	state?	Open	carry	laws	vary	widely.	Research	your	state’s	laws	to	determine	if	open	carry	of	a	Bowie	knife	is	permitted.	3.	What	is	the	maximum	blade	length	allowed	for	knives	in	my	city?	Check	your	local	city	or	county	ordinances	for	blade	length
restrictions.	These	restrictions	can	significantly	affect	whether	carrying	a	Bowie	knife	is	legal.	4.	Can	I	carry	a	Bowie	knife	for	self-defense?	While	self-defense	is	a	valid	reason	to	carry	a	knife,	the	legality	depends	on	your	jurisdiction	and	the	specific	circumstances.	Using	a	knife	in	self-defense	must	be	justified	and	proportionate	to	the	threat.	5.	What
is	the	difference	between	open	and	concealed	carry	of	a	knife?	Open	carry	means	the	knife	is	visible,	while	concealed	carry	means	it’s	hidden.	Laws	often	differ	between	the	two.	6.	If	I	have	a	criminal	record,	can	I	carry	a	Bowie	knife?	Your	ability	to	carry	a	Bowie	knife	with	a	criminal	record	depends	on	the	nature	of	the	crime	and	the	laws	in	your
state.	Certain	convictions	may	prohibit	you	from	possessing	any	weapon.	7.	Can	I	transport	a	Bowie	knife	across	state	lines?	Interstate	transportation	of	knives	is	generally	legal,	but	it’s	essential	to	ensure	you	comply	with	the	laws	of	both	the	origin	and	destination	states.	Federal	law	can	also	apply.	8.	Are	there	any	restrictions	on	carrying	a	Bowie
knife	in	schools	or	government	buildings?	Yes,	many	jurisdictions	prohibit	carrying	knives	in	schools,	government	buildings,	and	other	sensitive	locations.	9.	How	can	I	find	out	the	specific	knife	laws	in	my	area?	Research	state	statutes,	local	ordinances,	consult	with	a	legal	professional,	or	contact	your	local	law	enforcement	agency.	10.	What	are	the
potential	penalties	for	illegally	carrying	a	Bowie	knife?	Penalties	can	include	fines,	imprisonment,	and	loss	of	firearm	rights,	depending	on	the	severity	of	the	violation	and	local	laws.	11.	Does	the	size	of	the	Bowie	knife	affect	its	legality?	Yes,	blade	length	restrictions	are	common,	and	a	larger	Bowie	knife	may	exceed	these	limits,	making	it	illegal	to
carry.	12.	Can	I	carry	a	Bowie	knife	in	my	car?	Carrying	a	Bowie	knife	in	your	car	depends	on	state	and	local	laws.	Some	jurisdictions	may	consider	it	concealed	carry	if	the	knife	is	not	readily	visible.	13.	Is	it	legal	to	sell	or	purchase	a	Bowie	knife	online?	Selling	and	purchasing	Bowie	knives	online	is	generally	legal,	but	it’s	your	responsibility	to
ensure	compliance	with	all	applicable	laws	in	your	location.	14.	Does	the	intent	for	which	I	carry	the	Bowie	knife	affect	its	legality?	Yes,	carrying	a	Bowie	knife	with	the	intent	to	use	it	unlawfully	or	brandishing	it	in	a	threatening	manner	can	result	in	criminal	charges.	15.	Where	can	I	take	a	class	on	defensive	knife	techniques?	Search	online	for
reputable	self-defense	schools	or	training	programs	in	your	area	that	offer	classes	on	defensive	knife	techniques	and	are	compliant	with	local	laws.	Always	prioritize	safety	and	legal	compliance	when	considering	carrying	any	type	of	weapon,	including	a	Bowie	knife.	Understanding	and	adhering	to	the	laws	in	your	area	is	crucial	for	responsible	and
lawful	carry.	Remember	to	seek	legal	counsel	for	specific	guidance	tailored	to	your	situation.	North	Carolina’s	rules	for	knives	are	key	for	those	who	love	knives	and	for	residents.	These	laws	say	when	and	how	you	can	carry	knives.	They	talk	about	small	pocket	knives	and	bigger	ones	like	bowie	and	dirks.	While	you	can	often	carry	them	openly,	doing
so	hidden	has	special	rules.	It’s	important	to	know	all	this	to	use	knives	the	right	way.	This	guide	is	here	to	make	knife	laws	in	North	Carolina	easy	to	understand.	It	will	help	you	stay	legal	when	carrying	knives	in	North	Carolina.	Knowing	local	knife	rules	is	a	must	since	there’s	no	single	state	rule.	Ballistic	knives	are	banned	due	to	the	danger	they
pose.	Using	gravity	knives	is	okay	in	North	Carolina,	though.	And,	if	you	need	help	to	follow	the	law	or	face	a	legal	issue,	this	guide	is	here	for	you.	It’s	a	solid	resource	on	obeying	the	law	when	carrying	knives	in	NC.	Introduction	to	Knife	Laws	in	North	Carolina	Understanding	North	Carolina	knife	carry	laws	and	knife	ownership	in	NC	is	key.	It
involves	knowing	the	state’s	rules	well.	This	is	important	for	both	knife	fans	and	any	person	who	wants	to	keep	the	law.	Knowing	the	rules	helps	you	carry	and	use	knives	safely	and	wisely.	The	state	has	specific	rules	for	carrying	knives.	It’s	vital	to	know	these,	including	the	differences	between	carrying	a	knife	openly	or	hidden.	Rules	change
depending	on	the	knife	type.	For	example,	small	pocket	knives	are	usually	okay,	but	larger	ones	might	be	restricted	due	to	their	look	or	use.	Following	these	laws	is	not	just	about	avoiding	trouble.	It’s	also	about	keeping	your	community	safe	and	trusting	you.	Knowing	what’s	legal	for	knife	ownership	in	NC	lowers	your	chance	of	getting	in	legal
trouble.	It	also	encourages	the	safe	and	correct	use	of	knives.	These	laws	apply	in	many	places,	like	public	areas,	schools,	and	government	buildings,	which	might	have	stricter	rules.	Key	Definitions	and	Classifications	It’s	important	to	know	the	key	definitions	and	classes	of	knives	in	North	Carolina.	This	is	crucial	for	anyone	who	wants	to	own	or	use
knives	in	the	state.	There	are	different	types	of	knives,	including	legal	and	restricted	ones,	so	understanding	the	laws	can	prevent	problems.	Types	of	Knives	North	Carolina	law	talks	about	different	kinds	of	knives,	each	with	its	own	rules.	You	may	carry	common	pocket	knives.	But	knives	like	bowie	knives,	dirks,	and	daggers	have	stricter	limits.
Knowing	these	knife	categories	helps	you	choose	the	right	ones	to	have	or	carry	legally.	Legal	vs.	Restricted	Knives	The	line	between	legal	and	restricted	knives	in	North	Carolina	is	distinct.	Legal	knives	are	those	like	pocket	knives	and	multi-tools	that	can	be	carried	openly	or	concealed.	Yet,	tactical	knives	and	ballistic	knives	fall	under	restricted.
Selling	some	knives	to	minors	is	also	not	allowed	to	promote	safe	usage.	Knife	fans	should	keep	these	legal	points	in	mind	to	stay	out	of	trouble.	Concealed	Carry	Regulations	North	Carolina	has	strict	rules	on	carrying	knives	hidden	from	view.	Doing	so	could	lead	to	legal	trouble	and	penalties.	It’s	crucial	to	know	the	rules	on	concealed	carry	to	follow
state	laws.	What	is	Considered	Concealed	Carry?	In	North	Carolina,	concealment	means	keeping	a	knife	near	and	easy	to	reach.	Knives	like	bowies	or	dirks	must	not	be	easy	to	grab	suddenly	to	avoid	a	concealed	carry	charge.	This	is	especially	true	near	places	where	crimes	could	happen,	making	it	vital	to	be	informed.	Exceptions	for	Ordinary	Pocket
Knives	Pocket	knives	have	a	special	exception	in	NC’s	laws.	If	a	knife	folds	and	isn’t	made	for	attack,	it	might	not	count	as	concealed	carry.	Still,	what	makes	a	knife	“ordinary”	can	differ.	Knowing	what	your	knife	is,	is	key	to	staying	out	of	trouble.	Always	check	if	your	pocket	knife	meets	the	law	to	prevent	issues.	Open	Carry	and	Location-Based
Restrictions	The	state	of	North	Carolina	lets	people	openly	carry	knives.	But,	it	has	set	rules	on	where	you	can	and	cannot	carry	them.	It’s	important	to	know	these	rules	to	follow	the	law	and	stay	out	of	trouble.	This	is	for	anyone	who	wants	to	carry	a	knife	in	public.	Public	Spaces	and	Government	Buildings	In	NC,	you	can	usually	carry	knives	in	many
public	places.	But,	there	are	places	where	it’s	not	allowed,	like	courthouses	and	federal	buildings.	It’s	up	to	the	knife	owners	to	know	these	rules	and	keep	up	to	date.	This	will	help	avoid	getting	into	legal	trouble.	School	Grounds	and	Educational	Property	Carrying	knives	is	not	allowed	on	any	school	property	in	North	Carolina.	This	includes	schools
from	kindergarten	to	universities.	Breaking	this	rule	can	lead	to	serious	legal	issues.	The	aim	is	to	make	school	areas	safe	for	everyone.	Places	like	state-owned	highway	rest	stops	are	also	off-limits	for	knives.	While	using	knives	for	protection	is	important,	following	these	rules	is	a	must.	It	ensures	you	are	a	responsible	knife	owner.	Always	check	the
rules	for	each	place	to	carry	legally.	In	North	Carolina,	you	can	openly	carry	knives	of	all	types.	But,	concealed	carrying	comes	with	rules.	For	example,	you	can’t	conceal	ballistic	knives.	Doing	so	can	lead	to	fines	or	jail	time.	Are	ordinary	pocket	knives	exempt	from	conceal	carry	prohibitions	in	North	Carolina?	Yes,	you	can	carry	ordinary	pocket
knives	without	concern.	The	law	allows	it.	They	are	different	from	the	knives	typically	restricted.	What	types	of	knives	are	restricted	in	North	Carolina?	Bowie	knives,	dirks,	daggers,	and	ballistic	knives	are	not	allowed.	If	you	carry	these	concealed,	you	might	face	legal	issues.	Is	open	carry	of	knives	allowed	in	public	spaces	or	government	buildings	in
North	Carolina?	Open	carry	is	fine	in	many	places,	but	not	in	all.	You	should	be	careful	in	public	and	government	spots.	Also,	knives	are	off-limits	at	schools,	with	no	exceptions.	What	are	the	penalties	for	violating	knife	laws	in	North	Carolina?	Breaking	knife	laws	can	lead	to	money	fines	or	jail.	The	penalty	depends	on	the	law	you	broke	and	the	kind	of
knife	involved.	Can	knives	be	carried	in	motor	vehicles	in	North	Carolina?	It’s	okay	to	keep	knives	in	your	car,	but	under	the	same	rules	as	in	public.	Be	aware	—	having	certain	knives	hidden	in	your	car	may	be	illegal.	Are	there	special	considerations	for	carrying	knives	on	school	grounds	in	North	Carolina?	Knives	are	not	allowed	on	school	grounds.
This	rule	is	strict.	Breaching	it	can	have	serious	legal	results.	How	do	North	Carolina	laws	address	gravity	knives?	North	Carolina	treats	gravity	knives	carefully.	For	now,	they’re	legal.	But	it’s	smart	to	keep	up	with	any	changes	in	the	law.	Are	minors	restricted	from	buying	or	carrying	knives	in	North	Carolina?	Minors	face	limits	on	knife	buys	and
possession.	It’s	vital	to	know	these	rules	to	follow	the	law	properly.	How	important	is	knowing	the	distinction	between	legal	and	restricted	knives	in	North	Carolina?	Knowing	the	difference	between	allowed	and	restricted	knives	is	key	for	knife	fans.	It	avoids	legal	trouble	and	encourages	safe	knife	use.	Source	Links	Pocket	knives	are	undoubtedly	one
of	the	most	useful	and	commonly	used	tools	all	around	the	world.	As	pocket	knives	are	being	used	for	so	many	purposes,	there	are	different	laws	and	rules	of	using	it.	These	laws	vary	from	country	to	country	of	even	state	to	state.	In	the	US,	different	states	has	different	laws	for	using	or	carrying	pocket	knives.	We	are	going	to	describe	all	these	laws
state	by	state	and	we	will	not	leave	any	single	confusion	for	you.U.S.	Knife	LawsThe	American	Knife	&	Tool	Institute	(AKTI)	provided	brief	summaries	about	the	laws	of	using	pocket	knives	across	the	states.	We	have	divided	these	laws	according	to	certain	categories.	We	will	describe	those	broadly.Types	of	Knives	You	Can	Legally	CarryAmerican
Knife	&	Tool	Institute	(AKTI)	has	declared	the	list	regarding	the	types	of	knives	that	will	be	considered	as	illegal	if	any	common	citizen	carry	them.	These	are	the	following	knife	types	that	are	not	included	on	that	list.	Means	you	can	carry	them	with	no	worries.Multi-tool	DevicesUtility	KnivesSwiss	Army	KnivesAny	other	knives	containing	a	blade	less
than	2.5	inchesPlaces	Where	It’s	Illegal	to	Carry	Knives	in	the	U.S.There	are	some	particular	places	where	you	can’t	carry	knives	or	any	other	weapons.	These	places	are	highly	sensitive	and	classified.	Most	of	them	are	government	organizations	and	offices.	So	these	are	the	places	you	can’t	carry	a	knife.Military	BasesAirports	or	Onboard
PlanesGovernment	BuildingsCourtsSchools	or	Other	Educational	InstitutesU.S	Knife	Ownership	and	Carry	LawsThere	are	certain	categories	of	knives	that	you	can’t	legally	carry.	It	depends	on	the	shapes,	types	and	length	of	the	knives.	Moreover,	when	you	are	intending	to	carry	a	knife	attached	to	the	vehicle,	in	some	states	it	might	be	permissible
where	in	the	other	states	will	consider	it	as	a	break	of	law.	Some	states	permit	carrying	a	knife	with	vehicle	depending	in	the	visibility.	However,	it	is	undeniable	that	the	laws	and	rules	of	having	and	carrying	a	knife	varies	from	states	to	states	in	the	U.S.Types	of	KnivesThere	are	a	lot	of	confusion	about	the	types	of	knives	and	people	actually	mixed
them	up	and	don’t	have	the	clear	conception	about	which	one	is	permissible	and	which	one	is	not.	So	at	first	I’m	going	to	describe	the	types	of	knives	that	are	basically	available	in	every	single	state	in	the	U.S.Fixed	Blade:	These	are	the	knives	that	you	use	in	your	kitchen.	These	knives	are	attached	to	the	handle	and	can’t	be	separated	or	folded.	You
can’t	even	switch	them	off.	These	knives	are	used	by	the	professional	cooks	to	cut	the	vegetables,	fruits,	and	meats	or	any	other	foods	in	the	kitchen.Folding	Knives:	These	knives	can	be	folded	when	necessary.	These	knives	are	basically	used	in	camping	trips	or	other	unprofessional	works.Switchable	Knives:	There	you	have	a	little	bit	of	confusion.	The
definition	of	switchable	knife	is	quite	confusing.	The	switchable	knives	are	those,	whose	blade	can	be	opened	by	pressing	any	button	or	using	the	inertia	or	gravity.	These	knives	are	arising	some	confusion	in	the	general	mass	as	the	permission	of	owning	and	carrying	these	knives	varies	from	states	to	states.Bowie	Knives:	The	design	was	discovered	by
Jim	Bowie.	The	blade	of	the	knife	is	quite	large.Dagger:	These	knives	contain	sharp	edges	in	both	sides.Stilleto:	The	design	of	these	knives	has	been	made	for	stabbing	purposes.	The	blade	is	smooth	and	thin.Now	we	will	be	describing	all	the	knife	laws	in	brief,	state	by	state.1.	Alaska	State	Knife	Laws:Alaska	does	not	prohibit	any	particular	types	of
knives	as	long	as	you	are	21	or	over.	But	you	can’t	carry	them	in	any	school	or	government	offices.	However,	If	you	want	to	carry	a	knife	all	over	Alaska	then	you	must	take	the	permission	of	the	Chief	Administrative	Officer.	Read	more.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit2.	Arizona	State	Knife	Laws:Anything	can	be	carried	by	the
citizens	over	21.	You	just	have	to	tell	the	cops	that	you	are	carrying	one.	However,	while	interrogation	you	must	let	the	cop	know	every	single	reason	why	you	carry	it	and	you	have	to	convince	them	that	you	are	not	intending	to	harm	anyone.	Show	your	license	to	them	if	they	ask	for	it.	Carrying	knives	in	public	places	are	illegal.Illegal	Knife	Types:
N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit3.	Arkansas	State	Knife	Laws:Arkansas	prohibits	carrying	a	knife	for	the	people	that	are	carrying	it	for	any	criminal	purposes.	Otherwise	you	are	free	to	go.	Even	though	you	are	not	bound	to	have	a	license	for	carrying	a	knife	but	you	have	to	carry	the	knife	without	revealing	them.	Even	though	there	is	no	limit	of	the
blade	length	but	yu	cant	carry	them	in	public.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit4.	Alabama	State	Knife	Laws:The	state	of	Alabama	has	given	the	fundamental	right	to	every	citizen	to	bear	or	carry	any	kind	of	arms	in	case	of	self	defense.		Also	the	Alabama	court	has	passed	the	law	that	no	residents	can	carry	a	knife	in	public	places.
Remember,	The	purpose	should	be	only	self	defense	or	protecting	your	family	and	property.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit5.	California	State	Knife	Laws:California	has	the	strictest	laws	in	the	whole	U.S.		in	case	of	carrying	knives.	There	are	restrictions	in	carrying	some	types	of	knives.	Carrying	folding	knives	are	okay,	but
dagger	or	dirk	knives	should	be	carried	in	a	leather	sheath.	The	knives	should	be	carried	in	the	waist	and	must	be	visible.	Los	Angeles	and	San	Francisco	has	more	strict	laws.	Not	permissible	in	public	places.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:		2.5	inches6.	Colorado	State	Knife	Laws:The	state	allows	the	citizens	to	carry	almost	every	types	of
knife	as	long	as	the	blade	doesn’t	exceed	3.5	inches.	Switchblades,	Gravity	knives,	foldable	pocket	knives	are	just	perfectly	fine.	Colorado	has	the	most	moderate	law	among	all	the	other	states	in	the	US.	The	laws	does	not	give	you	the	full	freedom	while	giving	you	the	right	to	own	and	carry	them	for	valid	reasons.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length
Limit:	3.5	inches7.	Connecticut	State	Knife	Laws:Connecticut	laws	prevents	the	citizens	to	own	or	carry	any	kind	of	knives	other	than	home	use.	However,	in	special	causes	you	can	carry	a	foldable	knife	with	a	blade	not	longer	than	1.5	inches	and	a	fixed	blade	not	longer	than	4	inches.	In	that	case	you	have	to	own	a	license	from	the	administrative
office.	To	be	remembered,	license	will	not	give	you	the	permission	to	carry	them	in	any	public	places.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	1.5	inches8.	Florida	State	Knife	Laws:Florida	State	law	permits	the	citizens	to	carry	any	kind	of	knives	in	case	of	self	defense.	The	state	allows	the	recreational	use	of	self	defense	and	the	people	can	carry
any	kind	of	knives	unless	they	don’t	intend	to	harm	anyone.	Also	the	knife	should	be	hidden	while	carrying.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	4	inches9.	Georgia	State	Knife	Laws:Any	kind	of	knives	with	a	blade	less	than	12	inches	are	permitted	to	use	including	daggers,	pocket	knives,	machetes,	stilettos,	butterflies,	and	ballistic	knives.	But
everyone	has	to	have	a	valid	license	before	they	own	or	carry	one.	While	carrying	the	knife	the	person	must	have	to	let	the	cops	know	that	he	is	carrying	one	if	the	officers	approach	them.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	12	inches10.	Hawaii	State	Knife	Laws:Switchblades,	Butterfly	knives,	Dirks,	Metal	knuckles,	and	Daggers	are	some
particular	knife	types	that	are	illegal	to	own	and	carry	in	the	Hawaii	state.	However,	folding	pocket	knives	are	allowed	in	the	state.	But	there	are	some	rules	you	have	to	abide	by.	You	can’t	carry	knives	in	the	school,	colleges	and	other	institutions	and	also	knives	cannot	be	carried	in	government	and	non-government	offices	and	apartments.Illegal
Knife	Types:		Switchblades,	Butterfly	knives,	Dirks,	Metal	knuckles,	and	Daggers.Blade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit11.	Idaho	State	Knife	Laws:Idaho	State	allows	the	citizen	to	carry	any	kinds	of	knives	without	revealing	them.	Any	citizen	over	18	can	carry	a	knife	for	self	defense,	camping,	or	any	other	valid	reason.	Selling	knives	other	than	pocket	knaves
in	Idaho	is	totally	prohibited	and	unlawful.	However,	license	is	not	required	for	carrying	a	knife	in	Idaho	but	don’t	dare	to	carry	them	in	public	gathering,	schools	or	offices.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit12.	Illinois	State	Knife	Laws:Illinois	is	one	of	the	very	few	states	in	the	US	that	permits	the	use	of	knives	depending	on	the
intension	of	the	person.	If	the	particular	citizen	carries	it	for	a	valid	cause	than	it’s	okay.	You	might	face	some	interrogation	by	the	cops.	If	you	can’t		answer	their	question	properly	and	fail	to	convince	them	you	might	dace	some	trouble.Illegal	Knife	Types:	Switch	Knives,	Ballistic	Knives.Blade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit13.	Indiana	State	Knife
Laws:Different	kinds	of	knives	are	permissible	here	apart	from	ballistic	knives.	Indiana	provides	maximum	freedom	in	carrying	knives.	Here	you	are	allowed	to	carry	pocket	folding	knives,	dirks,	switch	knives,	and	all	other	types.	The	reason	why	ballistic	knife	is	not	permitted	it	smooth	to	understand.	Ballistic	knives	are	restricted	in	most	states	in	the
US	for	it’s	random	rough	use	and	horrific	history.Illegal	Knife	Types:	Ballistic	KnivesBlade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit14.	Iowa	State	Knife	Laws:Iowa	has	a	little	bit	strict	law	in	knife	owning	and	carrying.	Knife	with	more	than	5	inches	long	blade	are	not	permissible	in	Iowa	state.	No	wonder,	ballistic	and	switch	knives	are	illegal	here.	However,	a	citizen
can	carry	a	knife	bellow	5	inches	blade.	and	they	must	own	a	knife	license.	But	carrying	a	knife	in	public	places	is	not	lawful	and	you	might	face	trouble	for	doing	so.Illegal	Knife	Types:	Ballistic	Knives,	Switch	KnivesBlade	Length	Limit:	5	inches15.	Kansas	State	Knife	Laws:Kansas	does	not	have	any	restrictions	in	owning	and	carrying	knives.	But	no
one	carry	carry	knives	in	school,	or	other	government	offices.	Apart	from	restrictions,	you	have	to	carry	knives	without	revealing	the	blade.	They	must	be	carried	under	the	garments	and	the	daggers	must	be	carried	inside	a	leather	sheath.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit16.	Kentucky	State	Knife	Laws:Kentucky	allows	the	citizens
to	carry	any	types	of	knives	as	a	self	defender	to	defend	the	family	and	wealth.	You	don’t	have	to	own	a	license	or	there	are	no	particular	type	restriction.	Even,	the	state	law	allow	the	citizens	to	own	and	carry	any	types	of	knives	with	a	blade	of	any	length.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit17.	Louisiana	State	Knife	Laws:Any	knives
with	a	blade	length	limit	of		5	inches	are	allowed.	But	carrying	a	knife	in	a	public	place	is	illegal	and	you	might	be	questioned	by	the	officers	if	you	do	so.	You	can’t	carry	them	in	bus,	schools	and	other	institutions.	Carrying	a	knife	with	more	than	5	inches	blade	might	be	a	cause	of	interrogation.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	5	inches18.
Los	Angeles	State	Knife	Laws:Los	Angeles	does	not	have	any	restrictions	in	owning	and	carrying	knives.	But	no	one	can	carry	knives	in	school,	or	other	private	and	government	offices.	Carrying	a	knife	in	public	in	Los	Angeles	are	allowed	as	long	as	you	are	carrying	them	invisibly	and	safely.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit19.
Maine	State	Knife	Laws:Maine	state	permits	it’s	citizens	to	own	and	carry	any	types	of	knife	with	a	blade	of	any	length.	This	state	is	one	of	the	very	few	states	in	the	whole	US	that	provides	the	maximum	freedom	in	case	of	owning	and	carrying	a	knife.	Carrying	a	dagger	must	be	done	inside	a	leather	sheath.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:
No	Limit20.	Maryland	State	Knife	Laws:Maryland	has		a	clear	length	restriction	in	case	of	knife	blades.	Blade	more	than	3	inches	can	not	be	carried	in	the	state.	Whether	you	have	a	license	or	not,	carrying	a	knife	with	more	than	3	inches	blade	might	make	you	face	some	trouble.	And	yes,	the	students	can’t	carry	them	inside	the	schools.Illegal	Knife
Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	3	inches21.	Massachusetts	State	Knife	Laws:Carrying	a	knife	with	more	than	1.5	inches	blade	is	illegal	in	Massachusetts.	Other	than	this,	every	types	of	knives	are	legal	in	this	state.	Massachusetts	allows	the	lowest	blade	length	among	all	the	states	in	the	US.	Ballistic	knives	are	permissible	for	limited	causes.Illegal
Knife	Types:	BallisticBlade	Length	Limit:	1.5	inches22.	Michigan	State	Knife	Laws:These	are	the	knives	that	you	can	carry	in	Michigan:	daggers,	throwing,	belt,	butterfly,	gravity,	and	switchblades.	There	is	no	limitation	regarding	the	blade	length.	Every	citizen	can	carry	the	upper	types	of	knives	with	a	blade	of	any	length.	The	state	citizens	are	often
seen	using	knives	for	fishing	or	hunting	purposes.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit23.	Minnesota	State	Knife	Laws:All	kinds	of	knives	and	firearms	are	restricted	in	this	state.	Manufacturing,	buying	or	selling	a	knife	is	considered	as	illegal	in	Minnesota.	A	citizen	have	to	have	a	license	for	carrying	a	knife.	Moreover,	a	person	can’t
own	a	knife	if	he/she	intends	to	harm	others.	However,	there	is	no	particular	list	of	knife	types	that	are	restricted,	but	the	citizens	are	not	allowed	to	carry	a	knife	with	a	blade	more	than	4	inches.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	4	inches24.	Mississippi	State	Knife	Laws:Mississippi	does	not	ban	any	particular	type	of	knife	but	any	knife	with
more	than	4	inches	blade	is	illegal.	Also	the	law	prevents	from	carrying	knives	in	school,	private	property,	institutions	or	government	offices.	But	you	might	carry	it	if	you	have	the	permission	of	the	reverent	administration.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	4	inches25.	Missouri	State	Knife	Laws:Missouri	states	preserves	the	right	of	owning
and	carrying	knives	for	the	citizens	for	protecting	home,	family	or	property.	Carrying	a	knife	in	public	for	self	defense	is	considered	to	be	perfectly	legal.	But	switchblades	and	the	knives	containing	more	than	4	inches	blade	are	not	permitted.Illegal	Knife	Types:	SwitchbladesBlade	Length	Limit:	4	inches26.	Montana	State	Knife	Laws:Montana	has
recently	updated	their	prohibition	laws.	Dirks,	daggers,	and	sword	canes	are	no	longer	illegal.	After	this	friendly	change	in	prohibition,	switchblades	have	also	been	permitted	and	can	be	used	by	any	citizen	with	an	intention	of	harming	no	one.	The	blade	length	limit	is	4	inches	for	normal	knives	and	1.5	inches	in	case	of	switchblades.Illegal	Knife
Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	4	inches27.	Nebraska	State	Knife	Laws:Nebraska	state	law	allows	the	residents	and	visitors	to	own	and	carry	knives	of	any	types.	Although	there	are	some	rules	and	regulations	regarding	the	blade	size.	The	knife	with	3.5	blade	are	fine	and	the	residents	can	not	carry	them	in	public	places	like	schools,	streets,	buses	or
any	other	public	transports.	They	are	also	not	allowed	to	carry	them	in	government	and	non	government	offices.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	3.5	inches28.	Nevada	State	Knife	Laws:Nevada	state	law	permits	the	residents	to	carry	any	types	of	knives	containing	a	blade	of	3	inches.	You	need	the	sheriff’s	permission	to	carry	more	than	3
inches.	Carrying	a	knife	in	such	a	place	where	multiple	people	are	gathered	is	not	permitted.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	3	inches29.	New	Hampshire	State	Knife	Laws:New	Hampshire	has	the	most	friendly	law	in	the	list.	The	low	abiding	citizen	will	love	the	states	for	the	knife	laws	at	least.	There	is	no	restrictions	in	carrying	a	knife	as
long	as	the	person	in	18	and	does	not	intend	to	harm	anyone.	However	there	is	also	no	limitations	in	blade	size.	Even	though	you	are	not	required	to	have	a	weapon	license	but	carrying	in	public	will	be	considered	as	a	major	crime	and	worth	interrogation.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit30.	New	Jersey	State	Knife	Laws:New
Jersey	state	law	prohibits	the	citizens	to	carry	the	following	types	of	knives:	gravity	knives,	dirks,	daggers,	switchblades,	ballistic.	Also	other	knives	that	are	considered	to	be	dangerous	and	deadly	are	also	prohibited.	Anyone	can	own	different	types	of	knives	at	home	for	self	defense	or	protecting	family	and	property.	But	carrying	one	outside	of	home
is	illegal	and	worth	of	interrogation.	You	might	find	yourself	in	a	problematic	situation	if	you	don’t	have	any	explanation	of	carrying	it.Illegal	Knife	Types:	Gravity	knives,	Dirks,	Daggers,	Switchblades,	Ballistic	Knives.Blade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit31.	New	Mexico	State	Knife	Laws:New	Mexico	state	law	prevents	the	citizens	from	carrying	concealed	
knives	and	some	types	are	totally	restricted	and	the	citizens	can	not	even	own	them.	Dirks,	Daggers,	Bowie,	Switchblades	are	completely	illegal	and	no	one	can	own	them	even	with	license.	Pocket	folding	knives	are	permitted	to	carry	but	restricted	in	public	places	like	school,	public	transport.	Keeping	all	these	rules	in	mind	the	administration	has
declared	that	the	residents	can	take	permission	from	the	local	authority	to	use	the	forbidden	knives	by	showing	valid	cause	like	fishing,	or	hunting.Illegal	Knife	Types:	Dirks,	Daggers,	Bowie,	SwitchbladesBlade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit32.	New	York	State	Knife	Laws:Like	some	other	states,	New	York	state	law	has	built	their	statement	depending	on	the
intention	of	the	citizens.	If	someone	intends	to	harm	others,	he	will	not	be	given	permission	to	carry	even	a	simple	pocket	knife	with	one	and	half	inches	blade.	However,	New	York	state	law	does	not	permit	any	knife	with	a	blade	that	is	designed	for	making	a	deadly	weapon.	Although	it’s	legal	to	own	and	carry	daggers,	dirks,	stilettoes,	or	hunting
knives,	but	completely	illegal	to	carry	ballistic	knives,	cane	swords,	or	even	metal	knuckles.	An	unlawful	act	can	cause	a	critical	interrogation	by	the	state	police.	A	knife	with	a	blade	more	than	4	inches	is	prohibited.Illegal	Knife	Types:	Ballistic	knives,	Cane	SwordsBlade	Length	Limit:	4	inches33.	North	Carolina	State	Knife	Laws:The	state	has	much
similarity	with	New	Mexico	in	case	of	knife	laws.	North	Carolina	also	does	not	allow	the	residents	to	carry	concealed	knives.	Also	the	person	who	wants	to	own	or	carry	one	must	own	a	license.	Without	a	license,	no	one	can	even	carry	a	folding	pocket	knife	which	is	permitted	in	most	of	the	states.	The	strict	rule	is	also	applicable	for	the	police	officers.
Moreover,	Manufacturing,	buying	and	selling	knives	in	North	Carolina	is	also	illegal	and	worth	interrogation	and	even	punishment.Illegal	Knife	Types:	All	types	of	knives	are	restrictedBlade	Length	Limit:	Not	Applicable34.	North	Dakota	State	Knife	Laws:Owning	or	carrying	any	firearm	or	knife	is	considered	to	be	a	major	illegal	act	in	North	Dakota.
The	law	directs	that	no	residents	can	have	a	knife	neither	do	they	contain	the	right	to	carry	any	kind	of	knives.	However,	if	anyone	wants	to	own	or	carry	a	knife	for	self	defense	or	protecting	the	family	or	property,	they	must	have	a	weapon	license	from	North	Dakota	administration	or	CCW	by	the	state.	A	point	to	remember,	even	though	you	can	have
a	knife	with	the	license	but	you	don’t	get	the	permission	to	carry	them	in	public	places	like	schools,	hospitals	or	offices.Illegal	Knife	Types:	All	types	of	knives	are	restrictedBlade	Length	Limit:	Not	Specified35.	Ohio	State	Knife	Laws:Again,	Ohio	state	focus	on	the	intention	of	the	individual	rather	than	the	knife	type	or	blade	length.	Even	the
switchblades	and	swords	are	acceptable	if	the	explanation	of	carrying	is	valid.	You	don’t	even	have	to	own	a	license	for	that.	However,	you	might	need	to	let	the	cops	know	you	are	carrying	one	as	soon	as	they	approach	you.	A	valid	explanation	will	make	you	feel	relief.	Like	the	other	states,	carrying	knife	in	public	places	are	also	restricted	in
Ohio.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit36.	Oklahoma	State	Knife	Laws:Oklahoma	state	allows	every	types	of	knives	although	there	are	some	restrictions.	Every	residents	can	carry	a	knife	with	a	blade	of	any	length	but	can’t	carry	these	following	types:	Axes,	throwing	stars,	machetes,	and	tomahawks.	These	unusual	types	are	pretty
uncommon	in	the	US	and	also	very	deadly.	These	weapons	are	considered	to	be	dangerous	and	fatal	for	their	bloody	history.	All	typical	common	knives	are	legal	to	own	and	carry	including	the	switchblades	and	pocket	knives.	And	you	don’t	need	to	own	a	license	for	that.	But	like	all	the	states,	carrying	knife	in	public	is	always	prohibited	and
considered	as	a	crime.Illegal	Knife	Types:	Axes,	throwing	stars,	machetes,	and	tomahawksBlade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit37.	Oregon	State	Knife	Laws:The	majority	of	ruling	of	carrying	knives	depends	on	the	court	ruling	in	this	state.	The	state	is	more	restrictive	on	knives	rather	than	any	other	weapons	or	firearms.	But	the	straightforward	law	declared
that	a	blade	more	than	4.75	inches	is	not	permissible	to	carry.	Even	though	daggers,	switchblades,	and	dirks	are	legal	to	own	or	carry	without	having	a	license,	but	the	residents	can’t	carry	them	to	any	public	spots	or	mass	gathering.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	4.75	inches38.	Pennsylvania	State	Knife	Laws:Pennsylvania	state	knife
laws	are	quite	strict	and	restrictive.	All	the	knives	that	have	automatic	mechanism	are	strictly	prohibited	to	own	and	carry.	Also	the	knife	designed	to	cause	serious	bodily	injuries	are	illegal	to	carry.	Even	a	weapon	license	will	not	help	you	get	the	permission.	Carrying	a	knife	in	public	or	carrying	it	for	any	unlawful	purpose	is	a	major	crime	in	the	state
of	Pennsylvania.	However,	pocket	knives	and	other	normal	knives	are	permissible	and	you	need	no	license	to	own	or	carry	them.	But	the	rule	of	carrying	them	in	public	remains	the	same,	You	can’t	carry	them	in	public	places.Illegal	Knife	Types:	SwitchbladesBlade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit39.	Rhode	Island	State	Knife	Laws:Rhode	Island	is	state	with	low
strict	and	friendly	laws.	There	are	no	particular	knife	types	o	it’s	restriction	list.	Even	though	there	are	restriction	in	carrying	the	knives.	A	resident	can’t	carry	a	knife	in	public	transport	such	as	buses,	schools,	colleges,	hospitals	or	any	other	institutions.	Carrying	a	knife	is	corporal	offices,	or	government	building	is	considered	as	an	unlawful
act.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit40.	South	Carolina	State	Knife	Laws:South	Carolina	gives	permission	to	carry	every	single	types	of	knives	which	makes	this	state	a	friendly	one	regarding	knife	laws.	Switchblade,	Daggers,	Dirks,	Butterfly	knives,	or	Bowie	knives	are	completely	legal	to	own	and	carry.	However,	carrying	them	in
public	will	be	considered	as	crime	and	if	the	intention	of	carrying	is	unlawful	and	the	carrier	has	the	intention	to	commit	a	crime	than	the	law	is	not	the	same	as	it	is.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit41.	South	Dakota	State	Knife	Laws:South	Dakota		consider	knives	as	deadly	weapons	and	there	are	some	restrictions	regarding	knife
ownership	and	carrying.	Ruling	on	carrying	a	knife	in	public	remains	the	same.	Schools,	Banks,	Public	transports	are	restricted	places	to	carry	knives.	Having	a	license	for	owning	a	knife	is	not	mandatory	and	there	is	no	specific	blade	length	limit.	The	state	law	focus	on	the	intention	of	the	individual	rather	than	the	knife	type	or	lade	length.Illegal
Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit42.	Tennessee	State	Knife	Laws:Tennessee	state	allows	the	citizens	to	own	or	carry	almost	any	types	of	knives.	The	law	also	allows	the	manufacturing,	buying	or	selling	blade	items.	The	citizen	can	carry	either	a	concealed	or	a	open	knife.	There	is	no	limitation	in	blade	length.	In	a	word,	if	you	are	18	you
can	carry	any	kind	of	knife	in	the	whole	state	with	no	fear	of	interrogation	by	the	cops.	Yes,	for	sure,	if	anyone	intend	to	commit	a	crime	with	it,	the	law	will	not	remain	the	same	for	that	individual.	The	knife	of	Tennessee	was	updated	in	2014	and	since	then	all	kinds	of	knives	are	permitted	to	carry	including	the	pocket	folding	knives	and
switchblades.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit43.	Texas	State	Knife	Laws:Unlike	the	strict	states	Texas	has	given	the	flexibility	to	the	residents	and	visitors	in	case	of	carrying	knives	and	firearms.	Texas	state	constitution	has	declared	that	any	citizen	and	visitors	can	carry	any	sort	of	firearms	and	knifes	with	a	blade	of	any	length
for	self	defense,	hunting	or	angling.	As	Texas	is	famous	for	it’s	tourist	spots	and	fishing	areas,	knives	are	proven	to	be	one	of	the	most	necessary	tools	and	the	administration	understands	it.	The	knives	can	be	carried	in	public	places	too	without	having	the	intension	of	committing	any	sort	of	crime	or	unlawful	activity.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade
Length	Limit:	No	Limit44.	Utah	State	Knife	Laws:Utah	knife	law	permits	every	citizen	to	own	or	carry	any	kinds	of	knives	according	to	their	past	crime	history.	If	any	individual	has	already	committed	any	crime	he	will	have	to	take	permission	from	the	legal	authority	to	own	or	carry	any	kind	of	knife	or	firearm.	So	if	your	history	is	clean,	you	are
permitted	to	own	and	carry	all	types	of	knives	including	folding	and	switchblades.	Moreover,	you	are	not	required	to	own	a	license.	Sounds	cool?Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	No	Limit45.	Vermont	State	Knife	Laws:Vermont	does	not	allow	the	citizens	to	openly	carry	any	knives,	though	concealed	knives	are	permitted	in	the	state,	even	in
public	places.	Carrying	a	knife	with	a	criminal	intention	goes	out	of	this	law.	The	states	provides	flexibility	in	ownership	and	carrying	knives.	No	one	needs	to	have	a	license	for	owning	or	carrying	knife.	But	the	people	with	a	criminal	history	will	need	a	police	clearance	and	permission	of	the	state	administration	for	owning	or	carrying	knife.	The	law
also	restrict	the	citizens	to	carry	a	knife	with	a	blade	more	than	3	inches	in	length.	The	rule	remains	the	same	in	case	of	switchblades.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	3	inches46.	Virginia	State	Knife	Laws:Virginia	has	some	critical	ruling	in	carrying	knives.	Though	carrying	knives	in	public	places	including	schools	and	offices	are	legal	but
carrying	a	knife	more	than	3	inches	blade	is	prohibited.	The	carrier	must	not	have	an	intention	of	harming	others.	The	carrying	purpose	should	be	only	for	self	defense.	Having	a	license	is	not	required.	There	are	some	types	that	are	restricted	and	carrying	them	will	make	you	fall	in	trouble.	The	Virginia	state	knife	laws	has	restricted	bowie	knives,
dirks,	machete,	ballistic	knife,	oriental	dart,	switchblade	knife,	throwing	star,	or	any	other	deadly	weapons.Illegal	Knife	Types:	Bowie	knives,	Dirks,	Ballistic	knives,	Oriental	darts,	Switchblades,	or	any	other	deadly	weapons.Blade	Length	Limit:	3	inches47.	Washington	State	Knife	Laws:As	Washington	is	a	conservative	state	for	being	the	official	state
of	the	government	of	the	US,	owning	and	carrying	any	types	of	knives	or	firearms	are	illegal	in	the	state.	No	wonder,	the	state	law	has	declared	that	all	types	of	weapons	are	prohibited	for	the	citizens.	With	or	without	license	you	can	be	an	owner	of	a	weapon	including	knives,	guns	and	similar	ones.	The	only	related	people	who	have	the	permission	to
carry	and	own	knives	are	the	military,	law	enforcement,	fire	and	emergency	medical	service.Illegal	Knife	Types:	All	types	of	knives	are	restrictedBlade	Length	Limit:	Not	Applicable48.	West	Virginia	State	Knife	Laws:West	Virginia	has	a	clear	and	straightforward	law	regarding	knife	ownership	and	carrying.	Anyone	below	the	age	21	can	not	carry
knives	or	any	weapons.	Carrying	a	knife	or	deadly	weapons	are	considered	to	be	a	dangerous	act.	So	concealed	knives	are	much	preferable.	The	citizens	are	not	required	to	have	a	license	but	carrying	knives	or	firearms	in	public	will	be	an	unlawful	act	in	West	Virginia	for	which	you	might	face	trouble	regarding	the	police	questioning.Illegal	Knife
Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	3.5	inches49.	Wisconsin	State	Knife	Laws:Same	as	the	previous	ones,	Wisconsin	state	law	does	not	restrict	you	to	have	a	knife	for	a	valid	cause.	Self	defense,	protecting	family	or	property	are	the	considerable	causes	to	make	it	through.	There	is	no	age	restriction	in	carrying	knives	though	any	citizen	must	not	carry	them
in	public	places.	Also	the	knives	with	more	than	3	inches	blade	will	be	considered	as	illegal	and	unlawful	to	carry.	If	the	officers	queries	about	the	weapons	just	let	them	know	you	are	carrying	one	without	any	hesitation.	As	there	is	no	particular	restriction	in	knife	types,	you	have	to	convince	them	by	explaining	your	reason.Illegal	Knife	Types:
N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	3	inches50.	Wyoming	State	Knife	Laws:Wyoming	State	has	defined	the	weapon	as	dangerous	tools	that	cause	bodily	injury	and	serious	damage	to	any	person.	Owning	and	carrying	a	knife	is	not	permissible	in	the	state.	Not	even	for	self	defense	in	general.	But,	yes,	with	the	permission	of	the	administration	and	proper	license,
you	can	have	one.	The	people	with	bad	criminal	history	and	drug	users	are	totally	prohibited	from	owning	and	carrying	any	kinds	of	knives.	However,	accessing	a	knife	in	public	has	the	same	ruling	as	the	other	states.	You	can’t	carry	them	in	public.	And	the	knife	blade	length	limit	in	3	inches.Illegal	Knife	Types:	N/ABlade	Length	Limit:	3	inches51.
Delaware	State	Knife	Laws:Delaware	state	laws	strictly	restricts	the	citizens	from	using	any	kind	of	deadly	weapon.	All	the	knives	with	a	blade	more	than	3	inches	are	called	to	be	a	deadly	weapons	and	one	can	not	carry	them	with	out	a	proper	license.	However,	having	a	license	will	not	allow	you	to	carry	these	knives	in	public	places.	The	license	will
just	permit	you	to	use	the	knife	in	valid	causes	like	self	defense,	or	protecting	family	and	property.	And	switchblades	are	completely	forbidden	to	own	and	carry.Illegal	Knife	Types:	SwitchbladesBlade	Length	Limit:	3	inchesHi,	my	name	is	Taras	Kulakov	and	I’m	a	knife	enthusiast.	I	have	been	collecting	knives	for	over	30	years	and	I’ve	owned	literally
thousands	of	different	models	over	that	time.	My	goal	with	this	site	is	to	share	some	of	what	I’ve	learned	about	knives.	You	can	find	more	info	about	Taras	Kulakov	here.	A	Bowie	knife,	with	its	large	fixed	blade	and	historical	connection	to	Jim	Bowie,	is	a	recognizable	icon.	These	knives	feature	a	substantial	blade,	often	with	a	clip	point,	and	a
crossguard	for	hand	protection.	The	legality	of	carrying	one	is	not	determined	by	federal	law	but	is	instead	a	complex	patchwork	of	state	and	local	statutes	that	vary	significantly.	This	creates	a	situation	where	an	action	that	is	legal	in	one	town	could	lead	to	an	arrest	in	the	next.	State-by-State	Legal	Frameworks	The	authority	to	regulate	Bowie	knives
falls	entirely	to	individual	states.	This	results	in	a	wide	array	of	different	legal	approaches	across	the	country.	Many	states	focus	on	blade	length	as	a	primary	regulatory	factor.	For	instance,	a	state	might	set	a	specific	limit,	such	as	3	or	5.5	inches,	and	any	fixed-blade	knife	exceeding	that	length	may	be	subject	to	carrying	restrictions.	Beyond	simple
length,	many	state	laws	classify	knives	into	categories,	often	banning	the	carry	of	“dirks,	daggers,	and	other	stabbing	weapons,”	a	classification	that	frequently	includes	Bowie	knives.	Some	jurisdictions	may	have	no	blade	length	limit	at	all	but	instead	focus	on	other	factors.	For	example,	one	state	may	permit	the	open	carry	of	a	large	Bowie	knife,
while	a	neighboring	state	might	prohibit	it	entirely.	Because	of	this	variation,	it	is	up	to	the	individual	to	research	and	understand	the	specific	laws	of	their	state	and	any	municipality	they	are	in.	The	Distinction	Between	Open	and	Concealed	Carry	“Open	carry”	refers	to	carrying	the	knife	in	a	way	that	is	visible	to	others,	such	as	in	a	sheath	attached	to
a	belt.	“Concealed	carry”	means	carrying	the	knife	hidden	from	plain	view,	such	as	inside	a	pocket,	under	a	coat,	or	within	a	bag.	Many	jurisdictions	that	restrict	Bowie	knives	do	so	specifically	for	concealed	carry.	A	state	might	legally	allow	a	person	to	openly	carry	a	large	fixed-blade	knife	but	make	it	a	criminal	offense	to	conceal	that	same	knife.	In
some	cases,	a	state	may	allow	for	concealed	carry,	but	only	with	a	specific	license	or	permit,	similar	to	regulations	for	firearms.	The	legal	definition	of	“concealed”	can	also	differ	by	location	and	may	extend	to	having	a	knife	out	of	sight	inside	a	vehicle’s	glove	compartment	or	center	console.	Restricted	and	Prohibited	Locations	Even	in	states	where
carrying	a	Bowie	knife	is	permissible,	there	are	almost	always	specific	locations	where	all	weapons	are	prohibited.	These	“weapon-free	zones”	are	established	by	state	or	federal	law,	and	violating	these	restrictions	can	lead	to	serious	charges.	Prohibited	locations	include:	K-12	schools,	college,	and	university	campuses	Government	buildings	like
courthouses	and	post	offices	Airports,	particularly	beyond	security	checkpoints	Polling	places	on	election	days	Nuclear	power	facilities	Establishments	where	alcohol	is	sold	and	consumed	Private	property	owners	have	the	right	to	prohibit	weapons	on	their	premises,	and	ignoring	posted	signs	can	result	in	trespassing	charges	in	addition	to	any
weapons	violations.	These	location-based	rules	apply	regardless	of	whether	the	knife	is	carried	openly	or	concealed.	The	Role	of	Intent	in	Knife	Possession	The	carrier’s	purpose	for	having	the	knife	can	be	a	determining	legal	factor.	Even	if	a	Bowie	knife	is	of	a	legal	size	and	carried	in	a	permitted	manner,	possessing	it	with	the	intent	to	use	it
unlawfully	can	transform	a	legal	act	into	a	criminal	one.	Courts	and	law	enforcement	will	consider	the	circumstances	surrounding	the	possession	of	the	knife.	Carrying	a	Bowie	knife	as	part	of	one’s	gear	for	a	legitimate	hunting,	fishing,	or	camping	trip	is	viewed	as	possessing	a	tool.	However,	if	a	person	is	carrying	the	same	knife	during	a	public
disturbance	or	admits	to	carrying	it	for	self-defense	against	another	person,	it	may	be	considered	evidence	of	intent	to	use	it	as	a	weapon,	which	can	lead	to	more	severe	charges	like	“possession	of	an	instrument	of	crime.”	Penalties	for	Illegal	Carry	Penalties	for	unlawfully	carrying	a	Bowie	knife	vary	by	the	violation	and	jurisdiction.	A	minor	infraction
might	be	treated	as	a	low-level	misdemeanor,	resulting	in	a	fine	up	to	$1,000	and	a	short	jail	sentence	of	up	to	60	days.	More	serious	violations	can	be	felonies,	with	thousands	of	dollars	in	fines	and	significant	prison	time	up	to	seven	years,	especially	for	repeat	offenders.	Several	factors	can	elevate	the	severity	of	the	penalty.	Carrying	a	knife	in	a
restricted	location	like	a	school	zone	often	results	in	a	more	serious	charge,	such	as	a	Class	1	misdemeanor	with	up	to	120	days	in	jail.	An	individual’s	prior	criminal	record	can	also	lead	to	enhanced	charges,	turning	what	would	be	a	misdemeanor	for	a	first-time	offender	into	a	felony.	If	the	knife	is	used	in	the	commission	of	another	crime,	the
penalties	will	be	compounded.	Knives	are	mostly	used	for	protection,	hunting,	or	handyman	work.	Even	though	owning	a	knife	is	not	illegal	in	the	United	States,	each	state	has	different	regulations	on	the	types	of	knives	that	people	can	have.	They	also	explain	how	legal	knives	should	be	carried	and	used.	Federal	law	only	prevents	switchblades	and
ballistic	knives	from	being	transported	or	sold	on	land	or	property	under	their	jurisdiction.	That	law	does	not	prevent	that	action	on	state	land,	which	must	be	determined	by	the	state’s	government.	Knife	Laws	By	State	Not	all	state	knife	laws	are	created	equal.	While	some	states	lack	any	regulation,	other	states	make	up	in	kind.	To	cover	all	of	those
variations,	we	have	a	table	including	the	laws	and	restrictions	of	each	state	regarding	everything	from	which	knives	are	banned	to	how	the	state	handles	concealed	carry.	The	states	with	the	most	involved	or	confusing	knife	laws	include	California	Delaware	Maine	Massachusetts	Michigan	New	York	North	Carolina	Oregon	Washington	Despite	our	best
efforts	to	explain	and	interpret	the	law	for	clarity,	these	can	be	very	confusing,	so	please	do	your	own	research	and	even	go	as	far	as	to	contact	the	state	or	municipality	you	plan	on	visiting	to	save	yourself	any	headaches	later.	California	Knife	Laws	California	is	known	for	having	rather	complicated	weapon	laws,	and	knives	are	no	exception.	It	is
completely	unlawful	to	bring	a	weapon	into	public	spaces	like	schools,	public	buildings,	and	any	property	owned	by	the	U.S.	government.	As	for	knives	you	cannot	own	or	carry,	those	include	air	gauge	knives,	belt	buckle	knives,	lipstick	knives,	writing	pen	knives,	undetectable	knives,	Shobi-zue	(a	staff	or	rod	containing	a	blade),	cane	knives,	ballistic
knives,	and	switchblades	with	a	blade	longer	than	2	inches.	Knives	you	can	carry	are,	as	a	result,	limited.	Any	automatic	knife	(spring-loaded)	is	unlawful	to	carry,	especially	in	a	concealed	manner.	Switchblades	with	blades	shorter	than	2	inches	may	be	carried.	The	only	knives	that	can	be	concealed	carried	are	ones	in	a	folding	position,	and	there	are
no	restrictions	on	the	blade	length.	Fixed	blade	knives,	such	as	dirks,	daggers,	and	other	sheathed	knives,	must	be	open-carried	and	cannot	be	concealed.	Delaware	In	Delaware,	any	knives	that	are	spring-loaded	or	released	by	gravity	are	banned.	The	law	is	written	so	that	it	could	include	balisong	knives	even	though	they	are	not	released	by	a	spring
or	gravity.	Knives	you	cannot	own	include	automatic/switchblades,	gravity	knives,	undetectable	knives,	throwing	stars,	and	knuckle	knives.	Knives	you	can	own,	as	in	keep	on	your	property,	include	all	folding	knives,	fixed	knives,	dirks,	daggers,	and	butterfly	knives.	Restrictions	on	what	you	can	carry	on	your	person	only	apply	to	concealed	carry.
Basically,	it	is	illegal	for	any	knife	that’s	not	a	pocket	knife	(a	folding	knife)	or	has	a	blade	3	inches	or	greater	to	be	concealed.	Maine	Maine	is	known	for	having	rather	vague	knife	laws.	There	are	no	limitations	on	what	you	can	own,	but	concealed	carry	has	many	restrictions.	It	is	illegal	to	carry	concealed	Bowie	knives,	dirks,	stilettos,	and	other
dangerous	or	deadly	weapons.	You	can,	on	the	other	hand,	carry	all	of	these	knives	out	in	the	open.	The	only	knives	you	can	carry	concealed	are	regular	folding	knives	and	any	of	the	above	knives	if	used	to	hunt,	fish,	or	trap.	Massachusetts	Massachusetts	has	very	few	limitations	on	what	you	can	own.	These	include	balisong	knives,	butterfly	knives,
switchblades,	automatic	knives,	dirks,	daggers,	stilettos,	push	knives,	knives	with	brass	knuckles,	disguised	knives,	large	knives	(Bowie	knives),	and	throwing	knives.	Carry	and	concealed	carry	is	where	it	gets	a	bit	more	tricky.	Firstly,	it’s	illegal	to	carry	on	your	person	(concealed	or	open),	double-edged	knives,	automatic	knives,	switchblades,	dirks,
daggers,	stilettos,	ballistic	knives,	and	knuckle	knives.	It	is	also	illegal	to	carry	any	item	believed	to	be	dangerous	while	disturbing	the	peace	or	being	arrested.	In	Massachusetts,	it	is	legal	to	carry	folding	knives,	Swiss	army,	and	kitchen	knives	on	your	person	as	long	as	you	do	not	behave	in	a	way	that	makes	them	dangerous.	Stilettos,	daggers,
double-edged	knives,	ballistic	knives,	automatic	knives	with	a	blade	longer	than	one	and	one	half	(1	½)	inches,	and	any	device	which	enables	a	knife	with	a	locking	blade	to	be	drawn	at	a	locked	position	is	legally	considered	a	“dangerous	items.”	Michigan	While	there	are	no	knives	that	are	restricted	or	banned	under	Michigan	law,	concealed	carry	is
heavily	restricted,	including	what	knives	can	be	carried	and	where	you	can	carry	them.	Concealed	carry	is	unlawful	for	knives	such	as	daggers,	dirks,	stilettos,	double-edged	non-folding	stabbing	instruments	of	any	length,	and	“any	other	dangerous	weapon”.	The	only	exception	is	hunting	knives	and	switchblades	(spring-assisted	knives)	that	are
“adapted	and	carried	as	such”.	New	York	It’s	not	news	that	New	York	has	stricter	weapon	laws	than	almost	any	other	state,	so	be	sure	to	do	your	research	and	take	precautions	as	laws	are	changing	all	the	time.	New	York	law	does	not	differentiate	between	concealed	and	unconcealed	carry,	so	if	you	are	carrying	a	blade	on	your	person	for	any	reason,
you	have	to	be	sure	that	it	is	fixed	and	less	than	4	inches	in	length.	These	knives	may	only	be	located	where	others	cannot	see	them.	There	are	several	types	of	knives	you	cannot	carry	on	your	person,	including	folding	knives,	balisong	knives,	automatic	or	spring-loaded	knives,	and	pileum	ballistic.	There	are	multiple	knives	banned	for	non-exempted
citizens	under	New	York	law,	including	switchblades	(automatic	or	spring-loaded	knives),	ballistic	knives,	metal	knuckle	knives,	and	cane	swords.	Any	person	under	the	age	of	16	is	not	allowed	to	possess	a	“dangerous	knife.”	In	addition	to	that,	all	knives	are	illegal	on	New	York’s	subways.	Also,	while	some	knives	are	not	technically	illegal,	they	may
become	illegal	based	on	the	intent	of	use.	Knives	in	this	category	include	daggers,	dirks,	stilettos,	machetes,	dangerous	knives,	or	razors.	North	Carolina	Surprisingly,	North	Carolina	is	another	state	with	knife	laws	that	are	a	bit	hard	to	follow.	First,	residents	are	required	by	law	to	open	carry	all	knives	except	pocket	knives,	even	though	you	are
allowed	to	own	many	other	kinds.	The	only	type	of	knife	that	is	banned	in	North	Carolina	is	the	ballistic	knife.	And	while	there	are	exceptions	to	all	of	these	rules,	they	are	very	limited.	Altogether,	owning	knives	is	not	heavily	regulated	in	this	state,	but	carrying	is.	Oregon	In	Oregon,	ownership	of	knives	is	legally	lenient.	The	only	rule	that	they	have
regarding	knife	ownership	is	that	a	person	who	has	committed	a	felony	cannot	own	one.	The	types	of	knives	that	people	can	own	in	this	state	include	dirks,	daggers,	or	other	stabbing	knives,	bowie	knives,	switchblades	or	other	automatic	knives,	ballistic	knives,	gravity	knives,	balisong	(butterfly)	knives,	and	balisong	trainers,	and	stilettos.	When	it
comes	to	concealed	carry,	the	only	types	of	knives	that	are	prohibited	are	automatic	knives,	assisted	opening	knives,	dirks,	daggers,	or	ice	picks.	Washington	Concealment	of	“dangerous	weapons”	in	the	state	of	Washington	is	a	crime.	This	basically	means	that	concealed	carry	is	illegal,	but	the	intent	is	what	matters	most.	In	a	case	where	an	officer
performed	a	pat-down	on	someone	involved	in	a	disturbance,	the	officer	found	a	3-inch	paring	knife	on	a	teen,	who	was	later	charged	with	that	crime.	Even	though	the	case	was	later	dropped	because	the	intent	was	not	established,	you	get	the	idea.	When	traveling	in	the	state,	be	aware	that	laws	are	written	in	such	a	way	that	potentially	makes	any
concealed	carry	illegal.	Otherwise,	you	are	able	to	own	anything	other	than	“spring	blade”	knives.	Open	carry	is	generally	allowed.	KnifeUp	provides	free	knife	law	guides	for	all	50	states.	Click	on	the	state	you	are	interested	in	to	read	about	its	knife	laws.	I	try	to	keep	these	guides	as	up-to-date	and	accurate	as	possible	but	laws	do	change	so	please



leave	a	comment	if	you	see	something	wrong.	The	United	States	was	founded	under	the	principle	of	federalism.	Under	federalism,	governing	powers	are	divided	between	the	federal	and	state	governments.	For	states	that	existed	before	the	founding	of	the	US,	the	writers	of	the	Constitution	respected	the	states’	authority	by	limiting	federal	powers	to
only	those	expressly	stated	within	the	Constitution.	All	other	governing	powers	are,	theoretically,	state	powers.	For	knife	laws,	the	only	federal	law	is	the	Switchblade	Knife	Act	of	1958	as	well	as	the	2009	amendment	to	the	act	(see	15	U.S.C.	1244).	The	federal	knife	law	primarily	applies	to	individuals	who	are	traveling	between	states	or
internationally.	However,	if	you	reside	in	a	federal	district	(see	Washington	D.C.	knife	laws),	the	federal	law	does	govern	knives	for	you.	If	you	live	in	one	of	the	50	states,	the	federal	law	would	only	apply	to	you	if	you	are	traveling	from	one	state	to	another	or	if	you	are	entering	federal	property,	such	as	a	military	base.	All	states	have	knife	laws	but
some	knife	laws	by	state	are	more	up-to-date	than	others	and	local	municipalities	often	pass	their	own	knife	laws	as	well.	For	example,	if	you	live	in	Denver,	Colorado,	you	must	abide	by	the	knife	laws	of	Colorado	as	well	as	the	knife	laws	of	Denver.	However,	if	you	travel	to	Boulder,	Colorado	(30	minutes	away)	you	must	conform	to	the	knife	laws	of
Boulder,	instead	of	Denver,	in	addition	to	Colorado’s.	And,	during	your	journey,	you	must	conform	to	the	knife	laws	of	all	the	municipals	in	between	Boulder	and	Denver.	This	makes	knife	laws	by	state	a	tricky	subject	unless	your	state	has	a	preemption	clause.	Preemption	means	that	the	state	government	nullifies	all	knife	laws	made	by	cities	and
counties.	Therefore,	when	you	travel	from	town	to	town,	you	would	not	have	to	worry	about	municipal	knife	laws.	Knife	laws	can	be	divided	into	these	two	categories:	ownership	laws	and	carry	laws.	Ownership	laws	forbid	individuals	from	owning	certain	types	of	knives	that	society	has	deemed	“deadly	weapons”	or	“dangerous.”	Most	of	the	time,	these
knives	were	once	associated	with	unlawful	people	such	as	gangs,	the	mob,	and	outlaws.	It	is	for	this	reason	that	the	Bowie	knife	has	been	outlawed	in	so	many	states.	Carry	laws	forbid	an	individual	from	carrying,	concealed	or	open,	certain	knives.	For	example,	some	states	forbid	an	individual	from	conceal	carry	of	knives	over	a	certain	length	but
open	carry	of	that	same	knife	is	legal.	Other	states	forbid	the	carry,	concealed	and	open,	of	certain	knives.	Most	knives	that	are	barred	from	carry	are	ones	deemed	by	society	to	have	no	utility	uses	and,	therefore,	their	only	use	is	as	weapons.	Some	states	have	laws	that	forbid	one	from	aggravated	display	of	a	knife	as	well	as	committing	a	crime	with	a
knife.	These	laws	are	usually	only	enforceable	after	the	fact	and,	for	that	reason,	allow	the	state	to	increase	the	penalty	of	a	crime.	For	example,	robbery	with	a	knife	is	considered	a	more	serious	crime	than	simple	robbery.	If	you	want	to	carry	a	knife	that	is	usually	legal	everywhere,	I	highly	recommend	you	buy	a	knife	that	is	clearly	intended	for
utility	use.	For	example,	most	pocket	knives	and	almost	all	leathermans	and	multi-tools	fit	this	description.	As	long	as	the	blade	is	less	than	2.5	to	3	inches,	you	should	be	fine.	Locations	that	may	be	exceptions	to	this	general	rule	are	courts,	planes,	schools,	and	special	buildings	that	forbid	the	carrying	of	knives.	California	Knife	Laws	(a	former	D.A.
explains)	California	knife	laws	are	among	the	strictest	in	the	U.S.,	and	several	cities	and	counties	have	even	stricter	local	knife	laws	you	are	expected	to	follow.	Many	knives	such	as	switchblades	meet	the	statutory	definition	of	“dangerous	weapons,”	which	means	possession,	manufacturing,	and	sales	are	tightly	regulated.	Below	our	California	criminal
defense	attorneys	provide	a	general	overview	of	what	knives	you	may	carry	openly,	concealed,	or	not	at	all.	We	also	discuss	location	restrictions,	the	penalties	for	violating	the	law,	and	how	to	fight	criminal	charges.	California	laws	by	knife	Folding	knives	California	Penal	Code	17235	permits	both	the	open-	and	concealed	carry	of	folding	knives
provided	that	they	are	in	a	folded	or	closed	position.	Permissible	folding	knives	include:	pocket	knives,	Swiss-army	knives,	non-locking	folding	knives,	certain	utility	knives,	and	spring-assisted	knives	(not	switchblades).1	Note	that	if	a	folding	knife	is	extended	and	locked	into	position,	then	it	becomes	a	“dirk”	or	“dagger,”	which	has	different	rules
(discussed	next).	Fixed-blade	knives	California	Penal	Code	21310	PC	makes	it	a	crime	to	carry	a	concealed	fixed-blade	knife,	also	called	dirks	or	daggers.	You	may	openly	carry	a	fixed-blade	knife	provided	that:	the	knife	is	contained	within	a	sheath,	and	the	sheath	is	worn	suspended	from	your	waist.	(A	“pocket	clip”	carry	of	a	knife	is	probably
considered	concealed,	though	the	law	is	ambiguous.)	Examples	of	fixed-blade	knives	include:	stilettos,	chef’s	knives,	ice	picks,	and	bowie	knives.	Carrying	a	concealed	fixed-blade	knife	is	a	wobbler	in	California.	This	means	it	can	be	charged	as	either	a	misdemeanor	or	a	felony.2	Concealed	carry	of	a	fixed-blade	knife		California	penalties	Misdemeanor
	Up	to	1	year	in	jail	and/or	$1,000		Felony		16	months,	2	years,	or	3	years	in	jail	and/or	up	to	$10,000	The	state	of	California	has	stringent	open	carry	and	conceal	carry	laws.	Switchblades	California	Penal	Code	21510	prohibits	switchblades,	which	are	defined	as:	knives	with	the	appearance	of	a	pocketknife,	with	a	blade	length	of	2	or	more	inches,	and
which	can	be	released	by	a	flick	of	a	button,	pressure	on	the	handle,	flip	of	the	wrist,	or	another	mechanical	device.	Switchblades	also	go	by	the	names:	automatic	knives,	spring-blade	knives,	spring-loaded	knives,	snap-blade	knives,	ejector	knives,	and	pushbutton	knives.	In	California,	switchblades	also	include:	butterfly	knives,	balisongs,	and	gravity
knives.	Possessing,	carrying,	or	selling	a	switchblade	is	a	misdemeanor	in	California,	carrying	up	to	six	months	in	county	jail	and/or	$1,000	in	fines.3	Other	prohibited	knives	As	with	switchblades,	the	following	knives	are	prohibited	in	California:	air	gauge	knives	(PC	20310),	ballistic	knives	(PC	21110),	belt-buckle	knives	(PC	20410),	cane	swords/cane
knives	(PC	20510),	lipstick	case	knives	(PC	20610),	shobi-zues	(PC	20710),	shurikens,	ninja	stars	and	throwing	stars	(PC	22410),	undetectable	knives	that	metal	detectors	miss	(PC	20810),	and	writing	pen	knives	(PC	20910).	The	possession,	sale,	manufacture,	or	import	of	undetectable	knives	is	a	California	misdemeanor	carrying	up	to	six	months	of
jail	time	and/or	$1,000.	For	any	other	type	of	prohibited	knife,	prosecutors	can	bring	misdemeanor	or	felony	charges.	Felony	penalties	include:	16	months,	2	years,	or	3	years	in	jail	and/or	up	to	$10,000.4	Knife-free	zones	in	California	Public	buildings	Penal	Code	171b	makes	it	a	crime	to	bring	or	possess	certain	knives	into	California	state	or	local
public	buildings	or	at	meetings	required	to	be	open	to	the	public.12	Prohibited	knives	under	this	statute	include:	any	knife	with	a	blade	over	4	inches,	and	it	has	a	fixed	blade	(or	one	that	can	be	fixed),	and	any	prohibited	knife	under	the	law.	Violations	can	be	prosecuted	as	either:	misdemeanors	carrying	up	to	1	year	in	jail	and/or	$1,000,	or	felonies
carrying	16	months,	2	years,	or	3	years	in	prison	and/or	up	to	$10,000.	Schools	and	on	school	grounds	Penal	Code	626.10a1	bans	certain	knives	on	the	grounds	of:	The	prohibited	knives	include:	dirks	or	daggers,	knives	with	blades	longer	than	2.5	inches,	a	folding	knife	with	a	fixed	blade	that	can	lock	into	place	(“locking	blade”),	ice	picks,	and	a	razor
blade	with	an	unguarded	blade.	Violations	can	be	prosecuted	as	either:	misdemeanors	carrying	up	to	1	year	in	jail	and/or	$1,000,	or	felonies	carrying	16	months,	2	years,	or	3	years	in	prison	and/or	up	to	$10,000.	Additionally,	Penal	Code	626.10a2	makes	it	a	misdemeanor	to	bring	a	razor	blade	or	box	cutter	to	the	grounds	of	a	K-12	school.	Penalties
include	up	to	one	year	in	jail.5	Federal	property	15	USC	1241-44	make	it	a	federal	crime	carrying	up	to	five	years	in	prison	to:	introduce	or	transport	a	switchblade	in	interstate	commerce,	or	possess	a	switchblade	on	federal	or	Indian	lands,	or	lands	subject	to	federal	jurisdiction.	This	law	does	not	apply	to	if	you	have	only	one	arm	and	if	the
switchblade’s	blade	is	three	inches	or	less	in	length.6	Local	knife	laws	Many	California	counties	and	municipalities	have	knife	ordinances	that	are	more	restrictive	than	state	laws.	For	example:	Los	Angeles	prohibits	openly	carrying	in	public	any	knife	with	a	3-inch	or	longer	blade	.	(Section	55.10)	Oakland	bans	carrying	knives	with	a	blade	of	3	inches
or	longer.	(Section	9-36.010).	Sacramento	County	prohibits	knives	on	any	county	property.	(Section	9.42.010)	San	Diego	County	bans	the	possession	of	“throwing	knives”	at	county	parks.	(Section	41.117)	San	Francisco	bans	loitering	while	carrying	concealed	knives	with	a	3-inch	or	longer	blade.	(Section	1291)	What	is	legal	in	one	city	may	be	illegal	in
the	next,	so	you	are	strongly	advised	to	check	all	local	ordinances	before	carrying	or	transporting	any	knives	there.	Occupational	exceptions	Hunters,	construction	workers,	cooks,	gardeners,	and	other	people	for	whom	knives	are	“tools	of	the	trade”	may	have	relaxed	knife	restrictions.	Just	be	sure	to	check	California	state	and	local	regulations	with
regard	to	your	particular	job	or	activity.	Plus,	when	you	are	not	“on	the	job,”	you	must	follow	the	same	knife	laws	as	everyone	else.	Self-defense	with	knives	California	law	permits	you	to	use	legal	knives	in	self-defense	or	defense	of	others	as	long	as:	you	reasonably	fear	immediate	bodily	harm,	and	you	use	proportional	force	to	deflect	the	threat.	If	you
use	a	knife	in	self-defense	when	it	is	not	reasonably	necessary,	you	could	face	criminal	charges	such	as	for	the	following:	Knife	crimes	California	penalties	Brandishing	in	a	rude,	angry,	or	threatening	manner	(PC	417)	Misdemeanor:	30	days	to	1	year	in	jail	and/or	$1,000	(Brandishing	at	a	daycare	or	in	front	of	a	police	officer	can	be	a	felony	carrying
16	months,	2	years,	or	3	years	in	jail	and/or	up	to	$10,000.)	Assault	with	a	deadly	weapon	(PC	245a1)	Misdemeanor:	up	to	1	year	in	jail	and/or	up	to	$1,000	or	Felony:	2,	3,	or	4	years	in	state	prison	and/or	up	to	$10,000	Committing	a	felony	with	a	knife	or	while	armed	with	one	(PC	12022)	A	year	in	prison	in	addition	to	the	penalty	for	the	felony	If	you
wish	to	carry	a	knife	for	self-defense,	make	sure	it	is	legal	under	both	state	and	local	law.	Also,	you	should	not	use	it	unless	you	are	facing	a	serious	threat;	in	some	cases,	merely	brandishing	a	knife	–	and	not	using	it	to	stab	–	would	be	sufficient	to	ward	off	any	danger.7	In	any	case,	you	are	advised	to	carry	pepper	spray	or	a	stun	gun	instead	of	a	knife
–	they	immobilize	your	assailant	without	lethal	consequences.	Fighting	knife	charges	Here	at	Shouse	Law	Group,	we	have	represented	literally	thousands	of	people	charged	with	crimes	involving	weapons,	including	knives.	In	our	experience,	the	following	five	defenses	have	proven	very	effective	with	prosecutors,	judges,	and	juries.	Law	enforcement
conducted	an	unlawful	search	and	seizure.	If	police	found	the	knife	by	violating	your	Fourth	Amendment	rights,	we	would	ask	the	judge	to	suppress	the	knife	as	evidence.	If	the	court	complies,	the	D.A.	may	be	forced	to	drop	your	case	for	lack	of	proof.	Your	knife	was	legal.	Illegal	knives	have	precise	legal	definitions.	If	we	can	show	your	knife’s	blade
length	or	operating	mechanism	falls	outside	of	that	definition,	you	should	not	be	convicted	of	possessing	an	illegal	knife.	You	did	not	know	you	had	a	switchblade.	If	you	did	not	realize	your	switchblade	was	illegal	or	had	the	characteristics	of	a	switchblade,	you	should	not	be	convicted	of	possessing	it.	This	is	an	effective	defense	because	prosecutors
have	no	way	of	getting	inside	of	your	head	and	knowing	your	intent.8	The	knife	was	not	concealed.	We	have	had	cases	where	clients	were	carrying	legal	knives	openly,	but	the	police	mistakenly	thought	they	were	concealed.	In	these	cases,	the	police’s	own	bodycam	footage	can	help	get	a	concealed	carry	charge	dismissed.	You	acted	in	lawful	self-
defense.	As	discussed	above,	you	may	use	a	legal	knife	in	self-defense	as	long	you	believe	it	is	reasonably	necessary	and	you	use	reasonable	force.	Valuable	evidence	in	these	cases	to	show	you	acted	within	the	bounds	of	self-defense	are	surveillance	video,	eyewitness	accounts,	and	medical	records.	Additional	reading	For	more	in-depth	information,
refer	to	these	scholarly	articles:	Legal	References:	The	short	answer	is:	it	depends	entirely	on	your	state	and	local	laws.	There	is	no	blanket	federal	law	regulating	the	open	carry	of	knives,	including	Bowie	knives.	Some	states	explicitly	permit	it,	others	prohibit	it,	and	still	others	have	restrictions	based	on	blade	length,	type	of	knife,	or	location.	It	is
crucial	to	thoroughly	research	and	understand	the	laws	in	your	specific	jurisdiction	before	attempting	to	open	carry	a	Bowie	knife.	Understanding	Knife	Laws:	A	Complex	Landscape	Knife	laws	are	notoriously	complex	and	vary	significantly	across	the	United	States.	What’s	legal	in	one	state	can	be	a	felony	in	another.	This	patchwork	of	regulations
makes	it	essential	to	conduct	thorough	research	before	carrying	any	knife,	especially	a	large	and	potentially	intimidating	one	like	a	Bowie	knife.	The	key	considerations	are	state	statutes,	local	ordinances	(city	and	county	laws),	and	case	law	(court	rulings)	that	interpret	these	laws.	Is	this	article	helpful	to	you?	Many	states	categorize	knives	based	on
blade	length,	whether	they	are	fixed	or	folding,	and	their	intended	purpose	(e.g.,	hunting,	utility,	or	self-defense).	Bowie	knives,	typically	characterized	by	their	large	size,	fixed	blade,	and	clip-point	design,	often	fall	under	increased	scrutiny.	Furthermore,	even	in	states	where	open	carry	is	generally	permitted,	certain	locations	may	be	off-limits.	These
can	include	schools,	government	buildings,	courthouses,	polling	places,	and	establishments	that	serve	alcohol.	Some	states	also	have	“preemption”	laws,	which	prevent	local	governments	from	enacting	stricter	knife	laws	than	the	state’s	laws.	State-Specific	Considerations	for	Bowie	Knife	Open	Carry	It’s	impossible	to	provide	a	comprehensive
overview	of	every	state’s	knife	laws	in	this	article.	However,	here’s	a	general	guide	to	the	types	of	restrictions	you	might	encounter:	Permissive	States:	Some	states	have	relatively	few	restrictions	on	knife	carry.	These	states	often	allow	open	carry	of	any	knife,	including	a	Bowie	knife,	provided	it’s	not	used	for	illegal	purposes.	Examples	might	include
states	with	strong	Second	Amendment	protections	and	a	tradition	of	knife	ownership.	Restrictive	States:	Other	states	have	strict	regulations	on	knife	carry,	particularly	concerning	large	knives	like	Bowie	knives.	These	states	may	prohibit	open	carry	altogether	or	impose	strict	blade	length	limits.	Some	may	consider	a	Bowie	knife	a	“dangerous
weapon”	and	ban	its	carry.	States	with	Blade	Length	Restrictions:	Many	states	have	laws	that	restrict	the	blade	length	of	knives	that	can	be	carried,	whether	concealed	or	open.	If	a	Bowie	knife	exceeds	the	maximum	allowable	blade	length,	open	carry	may	be	illegal.	States	with	Concealed	Carry	Permits:	In	some	states,	having	a	concealed	carry
permit	for	firearms	may	also	allow	you	to	carry	a	knife	concealed,	even	if	it	would	otherwise	be	illegal.	However,	this	doesn’t	necessarily	legalize	open	carry.	Local	Ordinances:	Even	in	states	with	permissive	knife	laws,	cities	and	counties	may	have	their	own	ordinances	that	restrict	knife	carry.	Always	check	local	laws	in	addition	to	state	laws.	Intent
and	Manner	of	Carry:	Regardless	of	the	legality	of	open	carry,	the	manner	in	which	you	carry	a	Bowie	knife	can	affect	whether	it’s	legal.	Brandishing	a	knife	in	a	threatening	manner	or	carrying	it	with	the	intent	to	harm	someone	is	almost	always	illegal.	Responsible	Knife	Ownership	and	Open	Carry	Even	where	open	carry	of	a	Bowie	knife	is	legal,	it’s
essential	to	practice	responsible	knife	ownership.	This	includes:	Knowing	the	Law:	Thoroughly	research	and	understand	the	laws	in	your	jurisdiction.	Respecting	Others:	Be	mindful	of	how	your	open	carry	might	affect	others.	Avoid	causing	alarm	or	discomfort.	Proper	Training:	Learn	how	to	safely	handle	and	use	your	Bowie	knife.	Maintaining	Your
Knife:	Keep	your	knife	in	good	working	order.	Understanding	Self-Defense	Laws:	Know	the	laws	regarding	self-defense	in	your	state.	Using	a	knife	for	self-defense	should	always	be	a	last	resort.	Seeking	Legal	Counsel	If	you	are	unsure	about	the	legality	of	open	carrying	a	Bowie	knife	in	your	area,	it’s	always	best	to	consult	with	a	qualified	attorney
who	specializes	in	knife	laws.	They	can	provide	accurate	and	up-to-date	information	specific	to	your	jurisdiction.	Frequently	Asked	Questions	(FAQs)	Here	are	15	frequently	asked	questions	about	the	open	carry	of	Bowie	knives,	along	with	detailed	answers:	What	is	considered	a	“Bowie	knife”	under	the	law?	Legally,	there’s	no	universally	agreed-upon
definition	of	a	Bowie	knife.	Generally,	it	refers	to	a	large,	fixed-blade	knife	with	a	clip-point	blade,	typically	6	inches	or	longer.	However,	the	specific	characteristics	that	define	a	Bowie	knife	can	vary	from	state	to	state	and	even	within	different	legal	contexts	(e.g.,	criminal	statutes	versus	hunting	regulations).	If	open	carry	is	legal,	can	I	carry	a	Bowie
knife	anywhere?	No.	Even	in	states	where	open	carry	is	legal,	certain	locations	are	typically	off-limits,	such	as	schools,	government	buildings,	courthouses,	airports,	and	establishments	that	sell	alcohol.	These	restrictions	are	often	specified	in	state	or	local	laws.	Does	a	concealed	carry	permit	for	a	firearm	allow	me	to	open	carry	a	Bowie	knife?	Not
necessarily.	A	firearm	concealed	carry	permit	typically	only	covers	firearms.	You’ll	need	to	research	the	specific	knife	laws	in	your	state	to	determine	if	a	separate	permit	is	required	for	carrying	knives,	and	whether	open	carry	is	even	permitted	with	a	permit.	What	is	“brandishing,”	and	why	is	it	illegal?	Brandishing	refers	to	displaying	a	knife	in	a
threatening	or	menacing	manner.	This	can	include	waving	it	around,	making	aggressive	gestures,	or	verbally	threatening	someone	while	holding	the	knife.	Brandishing	is	illegal	because	it	creates	a	reasonable	fear	of	imminent	harm	in	another	person.	What	are	the	penalties	for	illegally	open	carrying	a	Bowie	knife?	The	penalties	for	illegally	open
carrying	a	Bowie	knife	vary	depending	on	the	state	and	the	specific	offense.	Penalties	can	range	from	fines	and	misdemeanor	charges	to	felony	charges	and	imprisonment.	Factors	such	as	prior	criminal	history	and	the	circumstances	of	the	offense	can	also	influence	the	severity	of	the	penalties.	Do	state	preemption	laws	affect	local	knife	ordinances?
Yes.	State	preemption	laws	prevent	local	governments	(cities	and	counties)	from	enacting	knife	laws	that	are	stricter	than	the	state’s	laws.	If	a	state	has	a	preemption	law,	it	generally	means	that	the	state’s	knife	laws	are	the	only	ones	that	apply,	and	local	ordinances	are	invalid.	How	do	blade	length	restrictions	work?	Many	states	have	laws	that
restrict	the	maximum	blade	length	of	knives	that	can	be	carried,	either	concealed	or	openly.	If	a	Bowie	knife	exceeds	the	maximum	allowable	blade	length,	carrying	it	may	be	illegal,	regardless	of	whether	it’s	concealed	or	open.	The	specific	blade	length	limit	varies	from	state	to	state.	What	is	the	difference	between	“open	carry”	and	“concealed
carry”?	Open	carry	refers	to	carrying	a	knife	in	plain	sight,	where	it	is	visible	to	others.	Concealed	carry	refers	to	carrying	a	knife	hidden	from	view,	typically	under	clothing	or	in	a	bag.	Can	I	carry	a	Bowie	knife	in	my	car?	The	legality	of	carrying	a	Bowie	knife	in	your	car	depends	on	the	state	and	local	laws.	Some	states	may	allow	it,	while	others	may
prohibit	it,	especially	if	the	knife	is	easily	accessible	to	the	driver	or	passengers.	Some	states	treat	the	inside	of	a	car	as	a	place	where	a	knife	must	be	carried	concealed.	Does	the	Second	Amendment	protect	the	right	to	carry	a	Bowie	knife?	The	extent	to	which	the	Second	Amendment	protects	the	right	to	carry	knives	is	a	complex	and	evolving	legal
issue.	Some	courts	have	recognized	that	the	Second	Amendment	applies	to	knives,	while	others	have	not.	Even	if	the	Second	Amendment	does	apply,	states	can	still	impose	reasonable	restrictions	on	knife	carry,	such	as	blade	length	limits	or	restrictions	on	where	knives	can	be	carried.	Can	I	carry	a	Bowie	knife	for	self-defense?	Whether	you	can
legally	carry	a	Bowie	knife	for	self-defense	depends	on	the	laws	of	your	state	and	the	specific	circumstances.	Even	in	states	where	open	carry	is	legal,	using	a	knife	for	self-defense	is	only	justified	when	you	have	a	reasonable	fear	of	imminent	harm.	You	must	also	comply	with	your	state’s	self-defense	laws,	which	may	require	you	to	retreat	if	possible
before	using	deadly	force.	What	should	I	do	if	I’m	stopped	by	law	enforcement	while	open	carrying	a	Bowie	knife?	Remain	calm,	be	polite,	and	comply	with	the	officer’s	instructions.	Do	not	argue	or	resist.	Inform	the	officer	that	you	are	carrying	a	knife	and	where	it	is	located.	Be	prepared	to	provide	identification	and	answer	questions	truthfully.
Where	can	I	find	accurate	information	about	my	state’s	knife	laws?	You	can	find	information	about	your	state’s	knife	laws	on	your	state	legislature’s	website	or	through	reputable	legal	resources.	You	can	also	consult	with	a	qualified	attorney	who	specializes	in	knife	laws.	Are	there	any	organizations	that	advocate	for	knife	rights?	Yes,	there	are	several
organizations	that	advocate	for	knife	rights,	such	as	Knife	Rights,	Inc.	These	organizations	work	to	reform	knife	laws	and	protect	the	rights	of	knife	owners.	If	I	move	to	a	new	state,	how	quickly	should	I	familiarize	myself	with	its	knife	laws?	Immediately.	Knife	laws	vary	greatly	from	state	to	state,	and	you	could	unknowingly	violate	the	law	if	you	don’t
familiarize	yourself	with	the	regulations	in	your	new	jurisdiction.	Research	the	laws	as	soon	as	possible	after	moving.	Disclaimer:	This	article	provides	general	information	and	is	not	intended	as	legal	advice.	Knife	laws	are	complex	and	vary	widely.	Always	consult	with	a	qualified	attorney	to	obtain	legal	advice	specific	to	your	situation.	Home	»
Uncategorized	»	Can	you	open	carry	a	Bowie	knife?	No.Concealed	Carry:	It	is	unlawful	to	conceal	carry	a	dirk,	bowie	knife,	ballistic	knife,	machete,	razor,	throwing	star,	oriental	dart,	or	“any	weapon	of	like	kind.”Schools:	Possession	of	any	knife	with	the	exception	of	a	pocket	knife	having	a	folding	metal	blade	of	less	than	three	inches	is	a	Class	1
Misdemeanor.Critical	Dimensions:	Less	than	three	inches	is	the	maximum	length	of	a	folding	pocket	knife	which	may	be	lawfully	possessed	on	school	grounds.	Virginia	State	knife	law	imposes	few	restrictions	on	pocketknives,	which	have	a	folding	metal	blade	less	than	three	inches	long.	Conceal	carry	restrictions	apply	to	“dirks,”	“stilettos,”	and
“bowie	knives.”	Relevant	Statutes:	18.2-282.1.	Brandishing	a	machete	or	other	bladed	weapon	with	intent	to	intimidate,	penalty.	18.2-283.	Carrying	dangerous	weapon	to	place	of	religious	worship.	18.2-283.1.	Carrying	weapon	into	courthouse.	18.2-287.01.	Carrying	weapon	in	air	carrier	airport	terminal.	18.2-307.1.	Definitions	(provides	definition	for
“ballistic	knife”)	18.2-308.	Carrying	concealed	weapons;	exceptions;	penalty.	18.2-308.1.	Possession	of	firearm,	stun	weapon,	or	other	weapon	on	school	property	prohibited,	penalty.	18.2-308.2.	Possession	or	transportation	of	firearms,	firearms	ammunition,	stun	weapons,	explosives,	or	concealed	weapons	by	convicted	felons;	penalties;	petition	for
restoration	order,	when	issued	18.2-309.	Furnishing	certain	weapons	to	minors;	penalty.	18.2-311.	Prohibiting	the	selling	or	having	in	possession	blackjacks,	etc.	19.2-386.28.	Forfeiture	of	weapons	that	are	concealed,	possessed,	transported,	or	carried	in	violation	of	law	Prohibited	Knives:	Virginia	law	does	not	forbid	the	ownership	of	any	knife	type,
although	“ballistic”	knives	are	restricted	to	the	point	of	a	practical	prohibition.	Concealed	Carry:	Any	“dirk,	bowie	knife,	stiletto,	ballistic	knife,	machete,”	or	“razor”	may	not	be	carried	concealed.		A	statutory	definition	is	supplied	only	for	“ballistic	knife.”	The	Virginia	Supreme	Court	has	adopted	dictionary-sourced	definitions	for	“dirk”	and	“bowie
knife.”	(See	discussion	below	concerning	18.2-308	–	concealed	carry	–	restrictions.)	Restrictions	on	Sale	or	Transfer:	It	is	unlawful	per	18.2-311	to	sell,	barter,	give,	or	furnish	a	“ballistic	knife.”	It	is	a	Class	1	Misdemeanor	per	18.2-309	to	provide	by	any	manner	a	switchblade	knife,	dirk,	or	bowie	knife	to	a	minor.	Restrictions	on	Carry	in	Specific
Locations/Circumstances:	Location-based	restrictions	exist	for	schools,	places	of	religious	worship,	courthouses,	and	airports.	Statewide	Preemption:	Preemption	of	local	regulation	or	statewide	uniformity	of	knives	is	not	obtained	in	Virginia	except	for	airports.	§	18.2-287.01.	Carrying	weapon	in	air	carrier	airport	terminal	provides	a	uniform	statewide
rule	for	airport	terminals.	Discussion:													Automatic	Knives	Effective	July	1,	2022,	the	possession	and	transfer	restrictions	applicable	to	any	“switchblade”	knife	have	been	repealed,	and	effective	July	1,	2023,	“switchblade”	knives	were	removed	from	the	list	of	concealed	weapons	prohibited	from	being	carried	in	public.		Several	statutes	impose
restrictions	applicable	to	a	“switchblade	knife”	18.2-309	(transfer	of	weapons	to	minors.)	Knives	Restricted	Under	18.2-308	Various	firearms,	cutting	instruments,	impact,	and	projectile	weapons	are	restricted	under	18.2-308.	The	listed	cutting	instruments	are	“dirk,	bowie	knife,	switchblade	knife,	ballistic	knife,	machete,”	and	“razor.”	None	of	the
listed	types	except	“ballistic	knife”	are	statutorily	defined.	The	relevant	portion	of	18.2-308	reads:	If	any	person	carries	about	his	person,	hidden	from	common	observation,	.	.	.	(ii)	any	dirk,	bowie	knife,	switchblade	knife,	ballistic	knife,	machete	.	.	.		razor,	or	(v)	any	weapon	of	like	kind	as	those	enumerated	in	this	subsection,	he	is	guilty	of	a	Class	1
misdemeanor.	The	Virginia	Supreme	Court	stated	definitions	for	the	listed	knives	in	a	footnote	to	the	case	of	Thompson	v.	Commonwealth	673	S.E.2d	469	(2009)	taken	from	Webster’s	Third	New	International	Dictionary:	A	“dirk”	is	“a	long	straight-bladed	dagger	or	a	short	sword”	.	.	.	A	“bowie	knife”	is	“a	large	hunting	knife	adapted	[especially]	for
knife-fighting”	with	a	“10	to	15	inch	[	]	long”	blade.		A	“switchblade	knife”	is	“a	pocketknife	having	the	blade	spring-operated	so	that	pressure	on	a	release	catch	causes	it	to	fly	open.”	(Citations	omitted.)	The	reported	concealed	knife	cases	in	Virginia	suggest	that	prosecutors	do	not	charge	defendants	with	possession	of	a	dirk	or	bowie.	Instead,	the
charge	is	that	the	defendant	possessed	a	“weapon	of	like	kind.”	The	flexibility	allowed	prosecutors	and	lower	courts	to	construe	“of	like	kind”	more	broadly.	In	the	Thompson	case,	the	Court	of	Appeals	upheld	a	conviction	on	the	basis	that	a	butterfly	knife	was	of	like	kind	to	a	dirk.	The	Supreme	Court	in	Thompson	v.	Commonwealth	observed	that	the
lower	court	had	correctly	concluded	that	a	butterfly	knife	was	not	one	of	the	enumerated	types	prohibited	by	18.2-308.	It	also	agreed	that	the	butterfly	knife	was	a	weapon.	It	reversed	the	conviction	because	the	butterfly	knife	was	not	“substantially	similar”	to	a	dirk	or	any	other	specifically	restricted	type.	The	factors	to	be	considered	include	a
comparison	with	the	dictionary	definitions.	Some	ten	months	after	the	Thompson	decision,	the	Virginia	Court	of	Appeals	in	McMillan	v.	Commonwealth	686	S.E.2d	525	(2009)	reversed	a	conviction	for	possession	of	a	weapon	of	like	kind	where	the	defendant	admitted	that	he	carried	the	knife	“for	protection”	and	that	it	was	kept	in	a	sheath	riveted	to
the	inside	of	the	left	or	“driver’s	door”	of	his	vehicle.	The	Court	stated:	Though	McMillan	testified	that	he	carried	the	knife	for	protection,	this	statement	does	not	change	the	physical	characteristics	of	the	knife	he	possessed	or	its	method	of	operation	such	that	it	becomes	a	weapon		.	.	.	“as	we	explained	in	Farrakhan,	‘[s]subsequent	use	or
circumstances	may	not	be	considered	in	the	definitional	analysis	of	“weapon.”	.	.	.		Nor	can	the	purpose	for	which	an	individual	carries	a	knife	be	dispositive	as	to	whether	that	knife	is	either	“designed	for	fighting	purposes”	or	“commonly	understood”	to	be	a	weapon.	The	“weapon	of	like	kind”	catchall	is	limited	to	instances	where	the	instrument	in
question	is:	Designed	for	fighting	or	commonly	understood	to	be	a	weapon,	and	Substantially	similar	in	comparison	to	the	dictionary-sourced	definitions	recognized	by	the	Virginia	Supreme	Court	in	Thompson	v.	Commonwealth.	18.2-308	B	provides	a	very	limited	exemption	regarding	concealed	carry	in	one’s	home:		This	section	shall	not	apply	to	any
person	while	in	his	own	place	of	abode	or	the	curtilage	thereof.	“Curtilage”	is	one’s	house	and	the	immediately	adjoining	property.	It	does	not	include	open	fields	and	is	not	synonymous	with	“property.”	In	Robinson	v.	Commonwealth	639	S.E.	2d	217	(2007),	the	Virginia	Supreme	Court	described	the	extent	of	curtilage:	The	extent	of	the	curtilage	is
determined	by	factors	that	bear	upon	whether	an	individual	reasonably	may	expect	that	the	area	in	question	should	be	treated	as	the	home	itself.’.	.	.		This	is	because	the	term	“curtilage,”	as	it	is	used	in	the	legal	context,	is	historically	understood	to	refer	to	an	extension	of	the	home	that	is	so	intertwined	with	the	home	that	the	law	must	provide	it	the
same	protection	as	the	home	itself.	Concealment	The	18.2-308	restricted	knives	may	not	be	carried	“about	the	person,	hidden	from	common	observation.	“About	the	person”	includes	carried	in	a	handbag	per	the	case	of	Schaaf	v.	Commonwealth	258	S.E.2d	574	(1979).		This	would	include	a	backpack,	briefcase,	tote	bag,	etc.	The	standard	is	“prompt
and	immediate	use.”	In	the	case	of	Richards	v.	Commonwealth,	443	S.E.	2d	177	(1994),	the	court	held	that	a	knife	“sticking	one-half	to	three-quarters	of	an	inch	out	of	Richards’s	right	back	pants	pocket”	was	not	concealed.	The	knife	was	inoperable	as	a	“switchblade,”	and	the	blade	was	fixed	in	the	open	position.		Richards	was	convicted	and	pursued
an	appeal.	The	prosecution	argued	unsuccessfully	that	the	knife	was	either	a	“spring	knife”	or	a	“ballistic	knife.”	The	Court’s	decision	suggests	that	since	it	was	not	a	functioning	“switchblade”	or	“ballistic	knife,	the	appearance	was	not	deceptive.	It	was	not	a	statutorily	restricted	knife	disguised	as	an	unrestricted	type.	It	was	not	completely	hidden
and	recognizable	as	a	knife.	Accordingly,	it	was	not	concealed.	A	conviction	for	the	concealed	carry	of	a	handgun	was	upheld	by	the	Court	of	Appeals	in	Main	v.	Commonwealth	457	S.E.2d	400	(1995),	where	the	gun	was	carried	in	a	man’s	rear	trouser	pocket	with	the	handle	or	grip	portion	extending	above	the	edge	of	the	pocket.	The	defendant	was
walking	along	a	road	with	a	duffle	bag	slung	over	his	shoulder,	which	covered	an	area	encompassing	the	rear	pocket.	Given	this	ruling,	pocket	clip	carry	may	be	considered	concealed	if	the	drape	on	one’s	clothing	covers	the	clip	/	exposed	portion	of	the	knife.		In	almost	all	instances,	whether	a	knife	is	concealed	will	be	a	question	of	fact	for	the	jury	or
the	judge	in	a	non-jury	proceeding.	Location-Based	Restrictions	The	knives	described	in	18.2-308	are	location-restricted	from	courthouses	(18.2-283.1),	airports	(18.2-287.01),	and	schools	(18.2-308.1).	A	“bowie	knife”	or	“dagger	may	not	be	carried	at	a	“place	of	worship	while	a	meeting	for	religious	purposes	is	being	held”	without	“good	and	sufficient
reason”	per	18.2-283.	18.2-308.1.	Possession	of	a	firearm,	stun	weapon,	or	other	weapon	on	school	property	is	prohibited;	the	penalty	includes	an	additional	restriction	for	any	knife	except	a	pocketknife	to	have	a	folding	metal	blade	of	less	than	three	inches	in	length.	This	section	also	applies	to	airports	and	courthouses.	The	combined	effect	of	18.2-
308	and	18.2-308.1	is	that	it	is	unlawful	to	carry	openly	or	concealed	any	knife	except	for	a	pocketknife	with	a	blade	less	than	three	inches	at	schools,	courthouses,	and	airports.	Virginia	law	does	not	specify	how	blade	length	is	determined.	We	recommend	one	use	the	AKTI	Protocol	for	Measuring	Knife	Blade	Length,	which	is	consistent	with	a	majority
of	U.S.	jurisdictions.	Brandishing	The	legislative	history	of	the	“brandishing”	law	indicates	it	was	intended	to	address	“criminal	street	gang”	activity.	It	was	enacted	in	2006.	There	are	no	reported	cases	involving	§	18.2-282.1	which	provides:	It	shall	be	unlawful	for	any	person	to	point,	hold,	or	brandish	a	machete	or	any	weapon,	with	an	exposed	blade
12	inches	or	longer,	with	the	intent	of	intimidating	any	person	or	group	of	persons	and	in	a	manner	that	reasonably	demonstrates	that	intent.	This	section	shall	not	apply	to	any	person	engaged	in	excusable	or	justifiable	self-defense.		Virginia	law	provides	a	similar	prohibition	for	brandishing	a	firearm.	Collector	Exception	The	exception	in	§	18.2-308.
Carrying	concealed	weapons;	exceptions;	penalty	for	the	benefit	of	collectors	requires	that	one	be	a	“regularly	enrolled	member”	of	a	“weapon	collecting	organization.”	The	exception	provides	that	the	section	does	not	apply	to:	Any	regularly	enrolled	member	of	a	weapons	collecting	organization	who	is	at,	or	going	to	or	from,	a	bona	fide	weapons
exhibition,	provided	that	the	weapons	are	unloaded	and	securely	wrapped	while	being	transported.	Law	Enforcement/Military	Exemptions	are	provided	for	various	categories	of	peace	officers	and	criminal	justice	officials	to	the	restriction	regarding	weapons	in	courthouses.	Law	enforcement	officers	on	duty	are	exempt	from	the	air	terminal
restrictions.	Carriers	of	U.S.	Mail	on	duty	are	exempt	from	the	restrictions	of	§	18.2-308.	There	are	no	U.S.	military	exemptions,	notwithstanding	the	significant	presence	in	the	Commonwealth.	Consequences	Most	violations	of	knife	restrictions	are	Class	1	Misdemeanors	punishable	by	confinement	in	jail	for	not	more	than	one	year	and	/or	a	fine	not	to
exceed	$2,500.	A	violation	of	18.2-311.	Prohibiting	the	selling	or	having	in	possession	blackjacks,	etc.,	is	a	Class	4	Misdemeanor	punishable	by	a	fine	not	to	exceed	$250.	Updated	July	1,	2023.


