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Determiners in English help specify nouns with accuracy. Learn their types and usage. What is a Determiner?Types of Determinersl. Articles (a, an, the)2. Demonstratives (this, that, these, those)3. Possessives (my, your, his, her, its, our, their)4. Quantifiers (some, any, many, few, several, all, none, much, little)5. Numbers (one, two, three, first,
second, third)6. Interrogatives (which, what, whose)7. Exclamatives (what a, such a)8. Distributives (each, every)Examples of DeterminersList of 50 common DeterminersFAQs Determiners are key elements in English grammar that help specify nouns in sentences. They clarify whether we are referring to something specific or general. Understanding
their typesarticles, demonstratives, possessives, and quantifiersenhances sentence clarity. This post helps learn how to use determiners correctly in different contexts. A determiner is a word that comes before a noun and provides more information about it. The primary function of determiners is to provide information about the number, specificity,
and relationship between the speaker and the noun. Determiners help us understand whether we are talking about something specific or general, singular or plural and whether the noun is near or far in terms of distance or time. Examples: I watch the movie. (Refers to a specific movie known to the listener.) I saw a bird. (Refers to an unspecified
bird.) What Do Determiners Do? Determiners answer questions like: Which one? (the, this, that, my, your, etc.) How many? (some, many, few, much, several, etc.) They help clarify the reference, quantity, and possession of a noun in a sentence. Rules for Using Determiners Required for Singular Nouns: Singular countable nouns must have a
determiner. Optional for Plural & Uncountable Nouns: Plural and uncountable nouns can be used without a determiner. Example: She loves music. (Zero determiner) Usage with Countable & Uncountable Nouns: Only with Countable Nouns: many, few, several, etc. Only with Uncountable Nouns: much, little, etc. With Both Types: most, a lot of, some,
etc. Zero Determiners A noun can sometimes appear without a determiner, a situation called a zero determiner. Example: Water is essential for life. (No determiner before water) Order of Determiners Only one major determiner can be used with the same noun. Some determiners function as:Pre-determiners (placed before a main determiner) all,
both, half, etc.Post-determiners (placed after a main determiner) many, much, few, next, etc. By understanding these rules, you can use determiners correctly to enhance clarity in your writing and speech. Articles are divided into definite and indefinite articles. Definite Article (the) Refers to a specific noun: The cat is sleeping. (Specific cat) Indefinite
Articles (a / an) Refer to an unspecified noun: A dog is barking. (Any dog, not specific) An apple fell from the tree. (Used before a vowel sound) These determiners indicate location and proximity relative to the speaker. Singular (Near): This book is interesting. Singular (Far): That car is fast. Plural (Near): These cookies are delicious. Plural (Far):
Those birds are singing. Possessive determiners show ownership or belonging. My dog is friendly. (Ownership) Is this your pen? (Belonging) Quantifiers indicate quantity or amount of a noun. Some chocolates are left. (Unspecified quantity) Many people attended the event. (Large number) Much water was wasted. (Used with uncountable nouns)
Numbers express exact or approximate numerical values. Cardinal Numbers: I have three apples. Ordinal Numbers: He came in first place. Interrogative determiners are used in questions. Which movie do you want to watch? (Choice question) Whose bike is this? (Possession question) Exclamative determiners express strong emotions or opinions.
What a beautiful sunset! (Strong admiration) She is such a talented musician. (High degree of quality) Distributive determiners refer to members of a group individually. Each student has a book. (Refers to individuals separately) Every child should be heard. (Refers to all members collectively)Types of Determiners Here are some example sentences of
Determiners; I sawacat in the garden. Anapple a day keepsthedoctor away. Thisbook is really interesting. Can you hand methatpen? I want to buytheseshoes. Thoseflowers are beautiful. This ismycar. Yourphone is ringing. I cant findmykeys anywhere. Hisdog is very friendly. Herphone is ringing. Itscolor is bright orange. Ourpicnic was a lot of fun.
Theirhouse is painted blue. Can I havesomewater? Do you haveanyquestions? There aremanybirds in the sky. Mostpeople enjoy traveling There are afewapples left in the basket. Severalstudents attended the event. There arefivechairs in the room. He hasthreesiblings. Hes thethirdperson in line. Whichdress should I wear? Whattime is it?
Whosebackpack is this? What abeautiful sight! Such agreat movie! Eachstudent must submit their assignment. Everychild deserves a chance. You can chooseeitheroption. Suchbehavior is unacceptable. Neitheranswer is correct. Too muchsugar is bad for you. None ofus knows how to swim. Nobodylikes to be left out. Bothteams played their best in the
final game. Bothof my parents are retired. Hasanyoneseen my sunglasses? Somethingsmells delicious in the kitchen. Someoneleft their keys on the table. Cananybodytell me the time?Examples of Determiners Determiners Uses and purpose with their Examples Determiners Uses and purpose with their Examples Determiners used after countable
nounsPurposeExampleManyto express variety or quantityl havemanyfriends in college.So manyto express a large quantity or extentThere areso manynice clothes at this shop.Too manyto express extremely large quantity but in a negative senseKate hastoo manyShoes in her cupboard.How manyto ask questionsHow manybottles of water should I buy?
Fewto express small quantity or extent but in a negative senseAslam hasfewsocks left for winters.A fewto express small quantity or extent but in a positive sensel will borrowa fewbooks from the library tomorrow.Muchto express variety or quantity mostly in negative sentencesl dont knowmuchabout physics.So muchto express a large quantity or
extentThank you for showingso muchfaith in me.Too muchto express extremely large quantity but in a negative senseJohn shows toomuchleniency with the kids.How muchto ask questionsHow muchsugar do you take in your tea?Littleto express small quantity or extent but in a negative sensel havelittlehope of winning the race tonight.A Littleto
express small quantity or extent but in a positive senseWe will havea littlejuice at the restaurant.Determiners used before countable nouns and uncountable nounsPurposeExampleSomewhereto express an uncertain placel want to gosomewherepeacefulSomeoneto express an uncertain personPlease sendsomeonewho has knowledge about
computers.Somethingto express an uncertain object or feelingSomethingis wrong with my phone.Anyto express an uncertain amount in negative sentences and questionsl dont want to buyanyDVDs.Anywhereto express an uncertain placeThey are not goinganywheretonight. the a an this that these those my your his her its our their some any someone
few several all both each every either neither another several some few many much most enough little a little something plenty of more less least several no none enough such what which whose whatever whichever Q1. What is a determiner? Determiner is a word that describes or modifies the noun. Its often placed before the noun and gives us
additional information about it. Q2. What are the five basic types of determiners? Determiners are classified intofour main typesnamely;Articles (a, an, the)Demonstratives (this, that, these, those)Possessives (my, your, his, her, its, our, their)Distributive(each, every)Quantifiers(some, any, many, few, several, much, little) Q3. What are the interrogative
determiners? Interrogative determiners are words that help us ask questions about nouns, like which for choosing, what for seeking information, and whose for ownership. Q4. Give some examples of determiners? I sawabird inatree.Thatbook was quite interesting.Myfavorite color is blue.Somepeople prefer tea over coffee.Bothchildren are very
creative.Do you haveanyspare pens?She hassucha lovely voice. You May Also Like Determiners are words that introduce nouns. These are the different types:Articles: a, an, theDemonstratives: this, that, these, thosePossessive Adjectives: my, your, her, his, our, its, their, whoseQuantifiers: a little, a few, many, much, a lot of, most, any, some,
enoughNumbers: one, five, fortyDistributives:both, all, half, neither, either, every, eachInterrogatives: what, which, whose The grammar rules for determiners are that they:Always come before a nounCome before any modifiers (e.g. adjectives) used before the nounAre required before a singular nounAre optional before plural nounsHere are some
examples of determiners used with the noun 'house':Determiners are commonly used as part of noun phrases, which will also include a modifier (an adjective, another noun, a possessive form, or an adverb-adjective combination).Here are some examples of noun phrases that consist of:determiner + modifier + nounExamples of DeterminersHere are
some more examples of determiners with nouns in sentences. The determiner is in red and the noun is in bold. Note the modifiers separating them in certain cases:Articles Articles can be definite articles (the) or indefinite (a or an). The is used when the speaker thinks that the listener already knows what is being referred to. Otherwise a(before
consonants) or an(before vowels) is used.There are many rules though around articles which need to be studied carefully.She took a significant amount of time to learn Englishl bought a nice present for my uncleThere's an otter over thereThe beaches in Goa are beautifull'll give you an example of the essay questionLearn more about articles
>>Demonstratives Demonstrative determiners are used to identify or point to a particular person, event, or object. Thisandthatare singular.Theseandthoseare plural.l like this kind of biscuitWhy don't you buy that book instead of this one?Those children outside are being too noisy for this time of nightI'll take these pills for my back ache
laterDemonstrative Adjectives Quiz >>Possessive Adjectives Possessive adjective determiners function as adjectives rather than pronouns. As they are adjectives, they appear before the noun that they are modifying.Do you like my new dress?I prefer my uniform to yours (i.e. your uniform)Take your phone out of your pocketl really respect
hercontroversialviews on abortionHis old motorbike is a classicLet's let them use ourhouse for theirwedding receptionThe dog has eaten its foodPossessive Adjectives Quiz >>Quantifiers Quantifiers provide approximate or specific answers to the questions "How many?" and "How much?"I only take a little bit of milk with my teaQuite a few people
should be coming to the partyl didn't take many holidays last yearl haven't brought much money with meDo you think a lot of people believe what he says?Most students work hard to pass their examsHave you got any proof that he committed the crime?It takes some effort for me to do exerciseDo we have enough rice to last the week?Numbers
Numbers are either cardinal (one, two, three, etc.), which are adjectives referring to quantity, or ordinal (first, second, third, etc.) referring to distribution.Two cars are enough for most familiesThere are about twenty-five people in my officelt's my fortieth birthday next weekThat is the second time you've done that!Distributives Distributive
determiners are used to refer to a group or individual members of the group. They reveal more about how people or things are distributed, shared, or divided.Bothcountries need to discuss the issues and find a solutionAll pet dogs need plenty of attentionHalf the people decided not to voteNeither house is suitable for our needsWe can eat at either
7pm or 8pmLearn more about Either and Neither >>Interrogatives Interrogatives are used to ask questions.Which as a determiner is used to ask about aspecificgroup of people or things. What as a determiner is used when we are asking ageneralquestion. Whoseis used to ask a question about possession.Which restaurant did you like best?What time
will you come?Whose pencil is this? Join Us and get Free Grammar Tips into your Inbox! Any questions or comments about the grammar discussed on this page?Post your comment here. Determiners are one of the many parts of speech in the English language. But what is a determiner in grammar? Thats a good and complex question so Im going to
break it down as much as I can. Basically, it specifies noun modifiers, adjectives, and noun phrases that follow them. But lets dig deeper.Keep reading to know the definition and different types of determiners through determiner examples. Ill also show you the rules on correct determiner usage.A determiner is a part of speech found before nouns or a
noun phrase to show a specific quantity. Determiners also clarify what the word after is referring to. Remember that there are six types of determiners:ArticlesPossessive determinersDemonstrative determinersinterrogative determinersQuantifying determinersNumbersA determiner is always required when youre introducing singular nouns. But if
you are discussing plural nouns, determiners are optional.In traditional grammar, we can group determiners into six.Demonstrative determiners or demonstrative adjectives are a type of adjective that shows where the noun or pronoun is, based on the speaker. Some determiner examples are this, that, these, and those. Notice how demonstrative
pronouns have an overlap with determiners.Use this and that before singular nouns. This is for an item that the speaker is close to or holding. Meanwhile, that points to a distant object.Use these and those before plural nouns. These is for items that the speaker is close to or holding. Those points to multiple distant objects.There is a massive
difference between adjectives and pronouns. Remember that demonstrative pronouns do not have nouns after them. Meanwhile, demonstrative determiners have nouns after them, whether its an abstract noun or concrete noun.That meal was so unforgettable that I sometimes dream about it.Is this paper yours?Those books were owned by the founder
of this organization.Articles are the most common determiners youll find in several sentences. They include a, an, and the. The is a common determiner, also known as a definite article, while a and an are indefinite articles.We use indefinite articles for non-specific names, while definite articles are for specific ones. For example, because there is only
one sun in the solar system, we say the sun instead of a sun.Use a if the following noun has a consonant sound and an for vowel sounds. For instance, we say an apple and a raspberry.An appleaday keeps the doctor away.A warm light bulb will make your bedroom appear cozier.The man next door introduced himself to Ruby.A possessive adjective or
determiner in English shows possession of the noun or noun phrase before it. Remember that possessive pronouns are a type of personal pronoun that replace whole noun phrases, while possessive determiners exist with nouns and noun phrases.The possessive determiners are:My (singular, first person).Your (singular or plural, second person).His
(singular, third person, male).Her (singular, third person, female).Its (singular, third person, object).Our (plural, first person).Their (plural/singular, third person).You should visit my house this weekend.Our goal is to help improve the quality of life without spending a lot.That plate has her favorite pattern.Quantifiers are determiners that state the
quantity of something without showing the specific number. They usually answer, how much and how many. More, much, less and few are common quantifiers you might encounter.Below is a list of determiners that fall under quantifiers.A few.Many.Several.Much.A little.No.All.Plenty.Enough.Many people went to the fair last month.We need to spend
more time together.Some priests walked with the nuns.Numbers or numerals are determiners that appear before a noun. These determiners might be the easiest to spot. Some examples of phrases with numbers include three flavors, twenty-two candles, and six instruments.I received eighteen gifts on my eighteenth birthday.The three chicks followed
their mother hen.She has ninety-nine problems, but her looks arent one of them.Ordinals are also expressed in numbers but show sequence. For instance, instead of saying three flavors, you might refer to the third flavor.A variation of ordinals includes words that do not have numbers. However, they are related to first, second, third, etc. These
determiners are called general ordinals. Like ordinals, numerals, and other determiners, they also appear before nouns.Some examples of phrases with general ordinals include next week and previous game.The tenth president said, Wealth can only be accumulated by the earnings of industry and the savings of frugality.Our third day in Bali was a
bittersweet moment.The next son will be named Joseph.There are several issues with determiners in English grammar. Its best to follow these rules for the correct usage of determiners.If the office name or job title is used as a common noun or for its dictionary definition, you dont have to use a capital letter. But when you are referring to a specific
person or a specific job title, use capital letters. For example:The Queen was a queen for the people.The first Queen is capitalized in the sentence above because it refers to a proper noun. But the second one uses lowercase letters because it is used in a common noun.Less and fewer are common quantifiers that might look the same but have different
functions. The general rule is to use less with singular nouns and fewer for plural nouns. For example:Incorrect: Less people are going to the supermarket.Correct: Fewer people are going to the supermarket.Incorrect: Ive been drinking fewer soda.Correct: Ive been drinking less soda.Another essential tip to remember is that less is not always a
determiner. In fact, even if it comes before a noun, its not always a determiner. Consider the example below.The less you know, the better. (Less does not modify you).We think all of the is accurate because its similar to one of the and some of the. Make your writing more concise by saying all the instead of all of the. Check out this quote from
Abraham Lincoln.You can fool all the people some of the time, and some of the people all the time, but you cannot fool all the people all the time.But the rule doesnt apply to the determiner my. All of my and all my are correct, but all of my may sound better in your sentences.Pre-determiners come before determiners. They commonly come before a,
an, and the. But you can also find it before other determiners. For example:The main determiner in the sentence is his, a possessive determiner. Twice is the pre-determiner, which is a multiplier.Post-determiners are words after determiners that modify a noun phrase. Consider the sentence below.I found these ten beakers in the laboratory.Here, two
is a post-determiner that functions as a number. The main determiner is ten.English doesnt have a singular possessive determiner that is gender-neutral aside from it. But it sounds unacceptable for a person. You can use their instead of his/her as recommended by various style guides. For example:Every parent deserves a break from their household
duties.Its easy to understand that this and that are for singular nouns, while these and those are for plural nouns. But it can be difficult if the noun phrase is long. For example:These kinds of gadgets. (These modifies the plural noun kinds).You already know that determiners precede nouns. But we cannot use determiners with any types of nouns. The
following are some determiners that come before singular countable nouns.A.An.The.This.That.Some.Any.No.Every.These determiners also come before plural countable nouns.The.These.Those.Some.Any.No.Few.Many.More.Most.Lot/Lots.All.Both.Lastly, uncountable nouns use the following
determiners.The.This.That.Some.Any.No.Little.Much.More.Lots.Demonstrative pronouns stand alone in sentences without modifying nouns. You can make your writing clearer by turning it into a demonstrative determiner and adding a noun. For example:That assignment is important.The general rule in formal writing is to spell the numbers one to
nine. But if the number goes higher, either spell it out or write the actual number. For example:Incorrect: She gave me 7 tips on how to write better essays.Correct: She gave me seven tips on how to write better essays.Correct: I have thirteen magazines.Correct: I have 13 magazines.This rule also depends on the style guide and genre youre following.
For instance, if you write business or technical documents, its better to use numerals instead of the words.Some names start with the, which require capitalization. For instance, we say The Beatles instead of the Beatles.But when referring to common nouns and proper nouns without the, you dont need to capitalize the. Thats why we say the Arctic
Monkeys album instead of The Arctic Monkeys album.If youve decided to spell out larger numbers, hyphenate them. The only numbers you shouldnt hyphenate are multiples of ten, such as ninety, seventy, and sixty. Here are some examples.75 = seventy-five.234 = two hundred and thirty-four.80 = eighty.8989 = eight thousand nine hundred eighty-
nine.British English typically uses and when writing numbers, while American English doesnt. That means you write two hundred and thirty-four for British English and two hundred thirty-four for American English.Theres a debate in the grammar world on whether this part of speech is a subclass of adjectives. Most of the time, we consider
determiners a separate part of speech but with the same function as an adjective.However, many modern grammarians think that determiners are not adjectives. It can be confusing because we still use terms like possessive adjectives and demonstrative adjectives.Whatever the consensus is, lets talk about the difference between adjectives and
determiners.First, determiners do not have a comparative form. For instance, the and first dont have comparative forms.A writer or speaker cannot remove determiners from sentences like adjectives. Instead of saying I had a great night, you can still say I had a night despite the change in meaning. But you cant say I had great night because its
grammatically incorrect.Lastly, determiners can have antecedents while adjectives cant. For example, in the statement, the tall woman approached my counter, tall does not refer back to the noun herons. However, my refers back to the counter.There are big differences between ordinary adjectives and determiners. A determiner is a part of speech
that modifies nouns or noun equivalents, often having an antecedent. It can be demonstrative possessive, quantifier, numeral, or ordinal.l hope this grammar resource I made helped you get a grasp of determiners. Understanding this part of speech lets you avoid embarrassing grammar mistakes. homesitemapA-Z grammar terms determiner A
determiner is a word placed in front of a noun to specify quantity (e.g., "one dog," "many dogs") or to clarify what the noun refers to (e.g., "my dog," "that dog," "the dog"). All determiners can be classified as one of the following: An article (a/an, the) A demonstrative (this, that, these, those) A possessive (my, your, his, her, its, our, their) A quantifier
(common examples include many, much, more, most, some) Table of Contents Types of Determiner Articles (Type of Determiner) Examples of Articles Demonstratives (Type of Determiner) Examples of Demonstrative Determiners Possessives (Type of Determiner) Examples of Possessive Determiners Quantifiers (Type of Determiner) Examples of
Quantifiers Are Determiners Adjectives? Video Lesson Test Time! The articles are the words "a," "an," and "the." They define whether something is specific or unspecific. There are two types of article: "The" is called the definite article. It defines its noun as something specific (e.g., something previously mentioned or known, something unique,
something being identified by the speaker). This is the lake. (This is a previously specified lake, i.e., one already known to the readers.) "A" and "an" are called the indefinite articles. They define their noun as something unspecific (e.g., something generic, something mentioned for the first time). This is a lake. (This is a previously unspecified lake.) I'm
not a troublemaker. I'm the troublemaker! (This means "I'm not any old troublemaker. I'm the one you've all heard of.") To the uneducated, an A is just three sticks. (Author AA Milne) ("The uneducated" is a specific group of people. "An A" means any letter A.) The poets are only the interpreters of the gods. (Philosopher Socrates) ("The poets" and "the
interpreters" are being identified. "The gods" are something known.) We're great at choosing between "a/an" and "the," so we don't need to delve too deeply into the rules. That said though, we're not so great at choosing between "a" and "an," and using the wrong one is by far the most common mistake involving articles. There are four noteworthy
issues related to articles. Writers who dogmatically follow the rule that "an" precedes a vowel and "a" precedes a consonant often use the wrong indefinite article. That rule is not entirely accurate. "An" is used before a vowel sound, and "a" is used before a consonant sound. The word sound is important because consonants typically in abbreviations
can create vowel sounds (e.g., MOT, NTU), and vowels can create consonant sounds (e.g., unicorn, united, Ouija, one-off). Buy a house in an hour. (House and hour start with the same three letters, but house attracts a, and hour attracts an. House starts with a consonant sound. Hour starts with a vowel sound.) I had a unique opportunity to strike an
unexpected blow. Be mindful of the distinction between initialism abbreviations (spoken as individual letters) and acronyms (spoken as words): An MoD official and a MAFF official visited an NBC facility of a NATO country. (The M and the N of the initialisms MoD (Ministry of Defence) and NBC (Nuclear Biological and Chemical) are pronounced "en"
and "em." The N and M of the acronyms NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) and MAFF (Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries) are pronounced "nuh" and "muh.") The words historic, historical, historian, horrific, and hotel are worthy of special mention. These words start with a consonant sound, as soft as it might be. If you're drawn
to "an historic" or "an horrific," give your aitches more "huh" until you're comfortable with using "a." The attraction of power can be a disease, a horrific disease. (Actor Liam Cunningham) A job title (e.g., president, judge, director) or the name of office (parliament, court, accounts section) is given a capital letter when it refers to a specific person or
office, i.e., when it's a proper noun. So, when the definite article (i.e., the) appears before such a title or name, there's a pretty good chance you'll need a capital letter. Here's the guidance: If the job title or office name is being used for its dictionary definition, i.e., as a common noun, then don't use a capital letter. However, if the job title or office
name nails it down to one specific person or office, then use a capital letter. The King was a king among kings. (The King specifies an individual, but a king and kings do not. The first one is a proper noun. The other two are common nouns.) The Prime Minister said: "Being a prime minister is a lonely job...you cannot lead from the crowd." (Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher) (The Prime Minister specifies an individual, but a prime minister does not.) Some names (particularly band names) start with "The" (e.g., The Beatles, The Rolling Stones, The Sex Pistols). When such names appear in running text, you have a choice whether to write "The" (with a capital letter) or "the." There's no
consensus among the leading style guides on this point, so go with your preference. Did you download the The Clash album? (Logically, this is correct, but it's far too unwieldy. No one would write it. Most people would write "Did you download the Clash album?".) Bear in mind that you might stumble across this issue with foreign names. Gina Vitale:
The restaurant is called "The La Trattoria". Michael Felgate: "The La Trattoria" means The The Trattoria. Gina Vitale: I know. (This is an extract from the 1999 Hugh Grant film Mickey Blue Eyes. With more clarity of thought, the owner might have called the restaurant "La Trattoria.") Does it disturb anyone else that "The Los Angeles Angels" baseball
team translates directly as "The The Angels Angels"? (Anon) (There's no fix for this one. Just go with it.) Use "an" before a vowel sound and "a" before a consonant sound. When a job title (e.g., ambassador) or an office name (e.g., finance office) is preceded by "an" or "a" (as opposed to the), write it with a lowercase letter. The demonstrative
determiners (known as demonstrative adjectives in traditional grammar) are this, that, these, and those. A demonstrative determiner defines where its noun or pronoun is in relation to the speaker. This and these define close things (in terms of distance, psychological closeness or time). That and those define distant things. In these examples, the
noun or pronoun being modified is in bold. This shark is pregnant. That one looks worried. In these matters, the only certainty is nothing is certain. (Roman scientist Pliny the Elder) I regret those times when I've chosen the dark side. I've wasted time being unhappy. (Actress Jessica Lange) There are three noteworthy issues related to demonstrative
determiners. When you use a demonstrative determiner, it's worth doing a quick check to ensure it's clear what your determiner refers to. Look at this example: This issue will be raised at the AGM. (What issue? If you can answer this question quickly because the answer is evident in the previous nearby text, then your determiner is safe.) Knowing
exactly what their determiners refer to, writers sometimes assume their readers do too. All too often though, readers don't. If your determiner could feasibly refer back to more than one thing, you've created ambiguity. The talk will cover America's nationally determined contribution (NDC) and the impact of a US-China trade war. This issue will also
be addressed in sidebar meetings. (ambiguous) (Most readers would assume that this refers to "US-China trade war" because it's physically closer to this than "NDC," but it's not entirely clear. It could feasibly refer to either or even both.) If you spot possible ambiguity, a good option is to avoid the demonstrative determiner and just spell it out. ("The
trade war will also be addressed in sidebar meetings" is an option.) Demonstrative pronouns are just like demonstrative determiners except they stand alone and don't modify nouns. Demonstrative pronouns are even more prone to being ambiguous than demonstrative determiners. According to his Twitter feed, Professor Smith has been selected to
lead a charity climb up Mount Everest. He will cease work on Monday to prepare. That surprised everybody. (ambiguous) (It's unclear what That refers to. The ambiguity could be removed by using a demonstrative determiner and a noun, e.g., That selection, That goal, That timing, That announcement. There are, of course, other options to kill the
ambiguous That, e.g., His selection, The announcement.) This and that modify singular nouns. These and those modify plural nouns. This doesn't usually cause an issue for native English speakers except with the words kind and type. These kind of things. (It should be kinds.) Those type of issues. (It should be types.) If it's unclear what your
demonstrative determiner refers to, spell it out. The possessive determiners (known as possessive adjectives in traditional grammar) are my, your, his, her, its, our, their, and whose. A possessive determiner sits before a noun (or a pronoun) to show who or what owns it. In the examples below, the nouns being modified are in bold. The table also
shows how each possessive determiner corresponds to a personal pronoun. Personal PronounPossessive DeterminerExample ImyI do not choose that my grave should be dug while I am still alive. (Queen Elizabeth I) youyourIf you want peace, you don't talk to your friends. You talk to your enemies. (South African cleric Desmond Tutu) hehisIf a man
could have half of his wishes, he would double his troubles. (Founding Father Benjamin Franklin) sheherShe got her looks from her father. He's a plastic surgeon. (Comedian Groucho Marx) ititsWorry never robs tomorrow of its sorrow. It only saps today of its joy. (Author Leo Buscaglia) weourHow we spend our days is how we spend our lives. (Author
Annie Dillard) theytheirMen are like steel. When they lose their temper, they lose their worth. (Martial artist Chuck Norris) whowhoseThe key is to keep company only with people whose presence calls forth your best. (Greek philosopher Epictetus) There are two noteworthy points related to possessive determiners. In English, we don't have a singular
non-gender-specific possessive determiner that can be used for people. (We have its, but you can't use its for people.) Each owner is responsible for its dog. (Its can't be used with people.) So, when your singular person could be male or female, you have two options: Each owner is responsible for their dog. (Using their to refer to a singular noun
(here, owner) is acceptable. This is the best option.) Each owner is responsible for his/her dog. (This is acceptable, but it's clumsy.) There used to be a third option: "Throughout this document his means his/her."[This used to be a common caveat at the front of documents.] Each owner is responsible for his dog. (Avoid this option. It's outdated.)
Grammar mistakes with possessive determiners are rare, but spelling mistakes with possessive determiners are common. Given how common these determiners are, misspelling them (particularly if you make a habit of it) will smash your credibility. There are four common spelling mistakes with possessive determiners, but fixing all four is easy
because they're all made the same way by confusing the possessive determiner with an identical-sounding contraction. The contraction it's is not a possessive. It's is a contraction of it is or it has. This is a 100% rule. If you can't expand your it's to it is or it has, then it's wrong. A country can be judged by the quality of it's proverbs. To some extent, this
mistake is understandable because apostrophes are used for possession (e.g., the dog's nose). But it's has nothing to do with possession. No, really, it doesn't. The same is true for you're (a contraction of you are), they're (a contraction of they are), and who's (a contraction of who is or who has). Do not confuse these with your, their or there, or whose.
Even if you fall on you're face, you're still moving forward. (The first you're is wrong. The second is correct.) Forgive your enemies, but never forget there names. Never go to a doctor who's office plants have died. If you've used an apostrophe, test your apostrophe by expanding your word back into two words. If you can't, the apostrophe version is
wrong. Use their to replace his/her. If you can't expand your it's, you're, they're or who's to the two-word version, then it's wrong. Any determiner that refers, even loosely, to an amount or a quantity can be classified as a quantifier (called an indefinite adjective in traditional grammar). So, numbers (one dog, two dogs) are quantifiers. Not all
quantifiers are so specific though. Many refer to an undefined amount or quantity. The most common ones are any, all, many, much, several and some (these are called indefinite adjectives in traditional grammar). Many people would sooner die than think. In fact, they do so. (Philosopher Bertrand Russell) I bought some batteries, but they weren't
included. (Comedian Steven Wright) Any kid will run any errand for you, if you ask at bedtime. (Comedian Red Skelton) Below are four commonly discussed issues related to quantifiers that precede nouns. There are more issues related to quantifiers that stand alone (called indefinite pronouns in traditional grammar). Less and fewer are quantifiers.
While there are some quirks with less and fewer, the general ruling is that fewer is used with plural nouns while less is used with singular nouns. A low voter turnout is an indication of fewer people going to the polls. (Politician Dan Quayle) I prefer drawing to talking. Drawing is faster, and leaves less room for lies. (Swiss architect Le Corbusier) A key
point is that less is not always a determiner, even if it precedes a noun. The less men think, the more they talk. (Philosopher Montesquieu) (As it is here, less is commonly an adverb. When it's an adverb, fewer isn't an option.) If you're unsure whether to use "all the" or "all of the" before a noun, use "all the" because it saves a word. If you can't bear
how it sounds without "of", get over it. You can fool all the people some of the time, and some of the people all the time, but you cannot fool all the people all the time. (US President Abraham Lincoln) (There must have been a strong urge to use "all of the" because it would have chimed nicely with "some of the." However, succinctness trumped
rhythm. Good skills, Abe.) It's not the same deal with "all my" (or any possessive determiner) or "all of my." Grammatically, both are sound, but often omitting "of" sounds too awkward. Follow in your instincts. All my friends left me when I was 12. (Singer Taylor Swift) All of my songs are autobiographical. (Taylor Swift) (Both are fine. Taylor followed
her instincts.) Writers frequently ask whether they should write numbers as numerals (e.g., 11 cats) or spell them out (e.g., eleven cats). Well, it's a matter of style. Those who write business or technical documents tend to use numerals far more liberally than those writing stories or verse. If you want a more definitive answer though, the most
common convention is to spell out the numbers one to nine but to use numerals for 10 and above. (This is by no means a rule.) Success is falling 9 times and getting up ten. (Singer Jon Bon Jovi) Regardless of where they appear within the whole number, all numbers between 21 and 99 (except 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, and 90) should be hyphenated. 51 =
fifty-one 234 = two hundred thirty-four Oh, if you're writing to an international audience, don't use the word "and." 3,567 = three thousand five hundred sixty-seven (There's no comma in the full version.) 25,223 = twenty five thousand two hundred twenty three (Twenty five and twenty three should be hyphenated.) Brits, far more than Americans, are
likely to include the word "and" when writing numbers in full. Try to avoid "and" though because it's widely used to denote a decimal point. So, many would take "one hundred and one" as 100.1 (not 101) and "seven hundred and twenty-four" as 700.24 (not 724). (Interestingly, if you adopt the no-"and" rule and start spelling out all the numbers from 1
upwards, you'll reach 1000 before you use the letter "a.") Read more about writing numbers in full. To drink fewer coffees, buy less coffee. Write all the not all of the. The grammar world is divided on whether determiners are classified as adjectives. In traditional grammar, determiners are classified as adjectives, but many contemporary grammarians
insist that determiners aren't adjectives. This situation is unhelpful because terms like "possessive adjective" are still commonly used, particularly on foreign-language courses. Anyway, whatever side of that debate you're on, this much is true: there are some big differences between normal adjectives and determiners. Normal AdjectiveComparative
Form Happy ottersHappier otters DeterminerComparative Form Those ottersThere are no comparative forms of determiners. A sentence with adjectives and determinersAdjectives RemovedDeterminers Removed The hungry herons visited our fishing lake.The herons visited our lake.Hungry herons visited fishing lake. (It doesn't work.) The hungry
herons visited our fishing lake. (Often a determiner refers back to something previously mentioned. In this example, the herons tells us we're talking about herons that we've already discussed. Similarly, our refers back to some people. Normal adjectives (e.g., hungry and fishing) don't refer back to things; i.e., they don't have antecedents.) Here is an
8-minute video summarizing this lesson on determiners. video lesson Are you a visual learner? Do you prefer video to text? Here is a list of all our grammar videos. Why Should I Care about Determiners? We've covered the issues with determiners as we looked at each type. Those aside, it will be worth learning about determiners if you have young
children because determiners feature in the primary-school grammar curriculum. Your child is likely to get questions like these: Try our determiners drag-and-drop test. You might also like... Help us improve... Was something wrong with this page? Use #gm to find us quicker. Create a QR code for this, or any, page. XYouTubeFacebookmailing
listgrammar forum Determiner in English! Learn determiner definition, different types of determiners in English with useful examples and ESL printable infographic. Determiners are a kind of noun modifier; they precede and are necessarily followed by nouns. While adjectives perform a similar function, the term determiner refers to a relatively
limited set of well-established words that can be said to mark nouns.The function of determiners is to express reference; i.e. they clarify what a noun is referring to. For example, when one says that box, the listener knows which box is being referred to.PinTypes of DeterminersThere are many types of determiners:ArticlesThere are three articles: a,
an, and the.Indefinite ArticlesA and an are indefinite articles that serve the same purpose, but they cannot be used interchangeably, because a is only used before words that begin with consonants, and an is used only before words that begin with vowels. (Note: an before h when it is silent, as in hour and honour; a before u and eu when they sound
like you, as in European and university.The uses of the indefinite article are as follows:To refer to some member of a group, class or category. For example, He is a doctor (profession)/an Indian (nationality)/a Hindu (religion).To refer to a kind of or example of something. For example, He has a large nose/a thick beard/a strange aunt.Preceding
singular nouns, with the words what and such. For example What a car! Oh, thats such a shame!To mean one object, whether a person or thing. For example, The thieves stole a necklace and a portrait.To refer to something that is being mentioned for the first time. For example, There was a chill in the air.Note:We usually say a hundred, a thousand,
a million, etc.A is not indiscriminately used to refer to singular objects; one is used when emphasis is required. For example, There is only one way out of this mess.PinDefinite ArticleThe is known as the definite article in English. Its uses are as follows:When something is being referred to that has already been mentioned. For example, I saw a pretty
girl at the mall today. The pretty girl did not, however, see me.When both parties involved in the conversation are aware of what is being discussed. For example Where is the restroom?To refer to unique objects. For example the sun, the moon, the Earth, the Taj Mahal.With superlatives and ordinal numbers (numbers used to rank a set of objects).
For example, Mt Everest is the tallest mountain on earth, Neil Armstrong was the first man on the moon.To refer to groups of people, geographical areas and oceans, and with decades or groups of years. For example the Americans, the Sahara/Pacific, the fifties/sixties/seventies/eighties.PinQuantifiersWhat are quantifiers?Quantifiers form a sub-class
under determiners. They are adjectives or phrases that serve to answer two possible questions:1. How many?2. and How much?Quantifier Usage:It is used to describe quantity.It is used to express attitude.For examples:mucha little/little/very little *a bit (of)a great deal ofallenoughmanya few/few/very few **a number (of)PinDemonstrativesThis, that,
these and those are known are demonstratives; they describe the position of an object, seen from the speakers viewpoint.This and these (used for singular and plural nouns respectively) refer to objects that close by. For example: Whose car is this? Whose cars are these?That and those (used for singular and plural nouns respectively) refer to objects
that are further away. The closeness can be physical or psychological. For example: Who lives in that house?NumbersNumbers are cardinal (one, two, three, etc) and ordinal (first, second, third, etc). Cardinal numbers are adjectives that indicate quantity (There are fives apples on the table), and ordinal numbers indicate rank or order (This is the first
time for me on a plane).DistributivesThe words all, both, half, each, every, either and neither are known as distributives.All, Both, Half These three words can be used in the following ways:All +Uncountable Noun:Don Bradman is the greatest batsman of all time.the + uncountable noun/countable noun in plural formWe have all the time in the
world.All the people in the hall went quiet.my, your, etc + uncountable noun/countable noun in plural formAll my life I have been waiting for this moment.All your friends have been invited to the party.this, that + uncountable noun/these, those + countable noun in plural formLook at all this dust!I do not have time for all these formalities.Both +the
/my, your, etc/these, those + countable noun in plural form (note: used only when two objects are being referred to).Both the dogs have passed away.Both my ankles have been hurting since I jumped from the balcony.Both these books must be returned within the week.Half +a + uncountable nounWe bought half a kilo of rice.the/my, your, etc/this,
that, these, those + nounHalf the village perished in the floods.I spent half my inheritance on travelling the world.You may have half (of) this cake.Only half (of) those points are relevant.PossessivesPossessive pronouns and adjectives indicate who an object belongs to.The pronouns are:mine (first person: This car is mine = I own this car)yours (second
person: This car is yours = You own this car)his, hers, and its (third person: This cars is his/hers = He/she owns this car).The corresponding adjectives are: Difference WordsOther and another are difference words; they refer to something different, or remaining, or more. Other is used with singular and plural nouns, while another is used strictly with
singular nouns.What other colours can I get this in?Is there another colour that this is available in?Defining WordsWhich and whose are defining words; they indicate which thing or person is being referred to.This is the house which I used to live in as a child.This is the man whose window you broke.Question WordsThere are a number of words in the
English language that are used primarily to make questions; these words are question words, sometimes known as WH question words, owing to the fact that all of them start with the letter w, except one which starts with h. Determiners are a part of speech that you use every day in your speaking and writingno doubt about it, whether you're aware
of it or not. So let's take this time to learn a little more about determiners: what they are, what they look like, the different types, and how to use them.In short, determiners modify or describe a noun or noun phrase by clarifying some of its qualities and making it more specific.This guide is part of our free online Grammar Book.What Are
Determiners?Determiners are little words you can use in your sentences to give more indication about the noun. Theycan tell you who something belongs to, how many there are, or which specific thing is being referred to.In a noun phrase, you should always place the determiner before the noun, and the adjective, if there is one.Determiners are
divided into their own smaller categories to help you distinguish them. We're going to go ahead and learn about these different types of determiners, but before we start, it's important to note that many determiners will also belong to other parts of speech. That's okay. It's the beauty of the English language and also what makes it sometimes a
frustrating language to learn. Words are versatile, and they don't like sticking to just one category or following the rules to a fault.The biggest debate around determiners is whether or not they are the same thing as adjectives. Let me confirm: they are not. While many determiners are adjectives (for example: 'my'), not all of them are.Here are some
of the main differences between determiners and adjectives:Some adjectives can often be removed from a sentence without changing the meaning. Determiners can't.Some adjectives can be transformed into comparatives and superlatives. Determiners cannot.Types of DeterminerNow we've got that out of the way; it's time to learn about the different
types of determiners. Let's dive in.ArticlesThere are three articles in the English language:'A' and 'an' are indefinite articles, meaning they refer to something unspecific or that hasn't been mentioned yet. They can only be used with singular nouns. 'The' is a definite article and can be used with both singular and plural nouns when referring to
something specific or that has already been mentioned.These nifty little words are also commonly called determiners. Not all determiners are articles, but all articles are determiners. That helps keep things simple, doesn't it?Here are some examples of article determiners (underlined) in a sentence, with the noun they modify (in bold).A dog is for life,
not just for Christmas.I'm taking an extra long break.Have you had a chance to go by the store yet?Notice how in the second sentence, two adjectives precede the noun 'break,' but the article 'an’ is first. That's because the determiner always comes first.Possessive DeterminersPossessive determiners are also known as possessive adjectives and are
used to denote possession. Want to know what or whom it belongs to? The possessive determiner will tell you. They are:myyourhisheritsourtheirThese are not to be confused with possessive pronouns, such as 'mine' or 'theirs.'Here are some example sentences that use a possessive determiner (underlined) to modify a noun (in bold).Let me give you a
tour of my home.I'm her best friend; who are you?My toddler can't go to sleep without his cuddly bear.Demonstrative DeterminersAlso known as demonstrative adjectives, demonstrative determiners are the 'pointing' of language. That's right; when you point at something, you indicate to your interlocutor which object or person you're referring to.
Demonstrative determiners do that with language. They help you be clearer on which specific thing you're talking about.They are: Here are some examples of demonstrative determiners (underlined) modifying a noun (in bold).Jackie, you can sit in this chair next to me and John, you take that one on the other side of the table.These are my
children.Who brought those chocolate eclairs?Notice how, in the first sentence, the determiner 'that' modifies the pronoun 'one.' It works because here, 'one' acts as a noun, replacing the word 'chair.'QuantifiersQuantifying determiners are any determiner that gives information about amounts. That includes:cardinal numbers (‘one,' 'two,' 'three,’
etc.)ordinal numbers ('first,’ 'second,’ 'third,' etc)indefinite adjectives (‘all,' 'many,' 'few,' etc)distributive adjectives (‘each,' 'both,' 'neither,' etc)Here are some sentence examples:I'm not really interested in either option.This is the second time I've asked you to turn your music down.I don't know many people at this party.Interrogative
DeterminersDeterminers also work with questions. That's right; you can ask someone to be more specific about the thing they are talking about by using one of the following interrogative determiners: Let's see what that looks like in a sentence.What is your favorite movie?Which restaurant would you prefer to go to?Whose glass is this?Determiners of
DifferenceDeterminers of difference are used to talk about something that is different from the thing discussed previously or the option previously given.There are three: Note that the third one is a combination of two determiners: 'the' and 'other.' Neat, huh?Now let's look at some examples of how you might use these determiners of difference in a
sentence.There are other things on my mind right now.Do you have another dress to wear? You can't wear white at a wedding!Theother option we have is to grab a snack now and eat dinner when we arrive.Concluding Thoughts on DeterminersThere you have it! You now know what a determiner is and how to use them. Let's summarize what we've
learned:determiners modify nouns or other parts of speech acting as nounsdeterminers are a melting pot of different parts of speechthe determiner is always placed before the noun (and the adjective, if there is one)there are approximately six types of determiner (other sources might group different determiners together and list a few more or a few
less types)If you found this article helpful and would like to learn about more grammar concepts, head to our Grammar Book. Determiners are words that come before nouns and specify something about their quantity, definiteness, or ownership. Another name for determiners is limiting adjectives; as that name suggests, determiners modify nouns by
a subtractive process rather than the additive one descriptive adjectives use. In other words: Descriptive adjectives add detail to our understanding of the nouns they modify, while determiners narrow down the identity of a noun by introducing specificity.Here, well look at what a determiner is and is not and how to use determiners correctly in
writing. Grammarly helps you communicate confidently What is a determiner?A determiner, also known as a limiting adjective, is a word that appears before a noun, providing clarifying context about the number, definiteness, or ownership of the noun. Here are some examples of determiners in sentences:The painting on the left is our favorite.She
bought three boxes of pasta.l have gone to see that movie several times.7 types of determinersThere are several common kinds of determiners, including articles, demonstrative determiners (or demonstrative adjectives), interrogative determiners (interrogative adjectives), possessive determiners (possessive adjectives), and quantifying determiners
and numbers.1 ArticlesAn article is a determiner that precedes a noun or noun phrase and identifies it as either specific or nonspecific. The definite article is the, and the indefinite articles are a and an. An article can appear alone before the noun it modifies or in combination with one or more descriptive adjectives.The car was parked in front of the
dilapidated brick building.Working from a caf is a great optionif you order food or coffee and can find a table near an electrical outlet.2 Demonstrative determinersDemonstrative determiners, also known as demonstrative adjectives, communicate the placement of a noun in space or time. The demonstrative determiners are this, that, these, and
those.This cat is the one I was telling you about.Lets go to that restaurant again.In those days, Enid wore a lot of bright colors.If the group of demonstrative determiners looks familiar, thats because they are the same words as the demonstrative pronouns, which are used to replace an already mentioned or implied word or phrase. In fact,
demonstrative determiners are the adjectival forms of the demonstrative pronouns, and they, too, refer to something that the listener or reader already knows about or that is clear from the context. They just come before a noun, modifying it instead of replacing it. Here are examples of the word these, used as a demonstrative determiner.We cant see
the lake because of these trees.3 Distributive determinersDistributive determiners refer to a group or individual parts within a group. Words like each, every, all, and both are distributive determiners.Be sure both kids get a bath tonight.Each table in the cafeteria has a napkin dispenser on it.4 Interrogative determinersinterrogative determiners
narrow down a nouns attributes by asking a direct or an indirect question. The interrogative determiners are whose, what, and which. As with the demonstrative determiners and pronouns, the interrogative determiners are the adjective forms of the interrogative pronouns. Here are three sentences using the three interrogative determiners:Whose
shoes were left outside on the lawn?What kind of person does something like that?Max wondered aloud which taxi would arrive first.5 Possessive determinersPossessive determiners, also known as possessive adjectives, are the possessive forms of the personal pronouns and can appear before a noun: my, your, his, her, its, our, their, and whose. They
tell us something about the ownership of the noun or a relationship it has with another word in the sentence.The person whose shoes are in the rain should bring them inside.Gerald met his partner at a work event.Where do your ideas for your writing come from?The possessive forms of nouns are also sometimes considered to be possessive
determiners:The team met Geralds partner at a work event.There are different schools of thought about whether possessive adjectives should be considered determiners at all; some argue that they are descriptive and thus should be classified as true adjectives.6 Quantifying determiners and numbersQuantifying determiners specify something about
the nouns they appear in front of by grouping them together or indicating how much or how many of them there are. They include words like many, some, few, any, all, and several.Mirin hasnt seen many movies lately.I made it to the pool to swim laps several days last week.There are few things Xan enjoys more than mint chocolate-chip ice
cream.When used as determiners, numbers, both cardinal and ordinal, also narrow down nouns and pronouns to specific amounts:Sima was late to class three times this semester.If there is a fourth time, Simas grade may be affected.7 Relative determinersRelative determiners, also known as relative adjectives, specify something about nouns in noun
phrases that introduce relative dependent clauses. The relative determiners are what, whatever, which, and whichever. They are closely related to the relative pronouns. Here are some examples:Please sit in whichever seat you like.Jean will let us know what day they are arriving.Determiners vs. descriptive adjectivesAs weve seen, determiners
function like adjectives do in that they modify nouns and pronouns, but they are not descriptive in the way that words referred to as true adjectives are. There are a few other things to know about the way determiners behave differently from descriptive adjectives that will help you know how to use them correctly.Placement of determinersWhen both
a determiner and a descriptive adjective appear before the same noun, the determiner always comes first: Red a dress is a festive choice. A red dress is a festive choice. Hot, humid, these days are starting to wear me down. These hot, humid days are starting to wear me down. Young few people listen to swing music nowadays. Few young people
listen to swing music nowadays.Determiners in subject complementsUnlike descriptive adjectives, determiners can rarely be used as part of a subject complement. Consider the following two sentences: The first uses a regular descriptive adjective in the subject complement, while the second tries to replace the descriptive adjective with a distributive
determiner (and doesnt make any sense). The vase on the table is beautiful. The vase on the table is every.Quantifying determiners, however, can sometimes be used as part of a subject complement:The flowers in the garden are many and beautiful. Determiners and comparative and superlative formsDeterminers arent descriptive, so in general,
comparative or superlative forms for them would be illogical. After all, one thing can be grainier than another thing, but nothing can be five-er or whose-er than something else. The quantifying determiners supply the rare exception here againthe word few has a comparative and superlative form, as in this example:There were fewer guests at the
party than expected.Determiner FAQsWhat is a determiner?A determiner is a word that appears before a noun and specifies something about the number, definiteness, or ownership of the noun. They are also called limiting adjectives.What are the types of determiners?The types of determiners are articles, demonstrative determiners, distributive
determiners, interrogative determiners, possessive determiners, quantifying determiners, and numbers and relative determiners.Whats the difference between determiners and adjectives?Determiners are sometimes considered a kind of adjective since they modify nouns and pronouns. But the way they modify nouns and pronouns is by specifying, not
describing, and in that way they are not considered true adjectives. They also follow different rules than descriptive adjectives do when it comes to their position in a sentence and the forms they can take.
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