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Amx	30	detruit

Prototype	of	AMX-30C2	sporting	a	105	rifled	tank	gun.AMX-30-RolandAMX	30	B2	BRENUSThe	French	decided	to	concentrate	their	interest	in	developing	an	MBT	in	what	became	the	AMX-30.	Until	the	mid-1950s	both	France	and	the	Federal	Republic	of	Germany	relied	chiefly	on	the	U.	S.	M47	Patton	as	their	MBT.	Both	these	nations	and	Italy	then
decided	to	develop	a	lighter	and	more	powerful	MBT	for	common	use.	As	is	so	often	the	case,	however,	each	nation	then	decided	to	proceed	with	its	own	design.	The	Germans	produced	the	Leopard,	whereas	the	French	developed	the	AMX-30.Ordered	by	the	French	Army	in	1963,	the	AMX-30	entered	production	in	1966.	Designed	by	the	Atelier	de
Construction	d’Issy-les-Moulineaux,	it	weighed	some	79,000	pounds,	had	a	crew	of	four,	a	720-hp	engine	capable	of	40	mph,	and	mounted	a	powerful	(105mm)	main	gun,	along	with	a	coaxial	20mm	cannon	and	one	machine	gun	for	antiaircraft	protection.The	AMX-30	underwent	numerous	upgrades,	including	in	the	B2	model	of	1979	with	a	more
modern	fire-control	system,	night-vision	equipment,	and	NBC	protection.	Although	supplemented	by	the	more	powerful	Leclerc,	the	AMX-30	remains	in	French	Army	service,	having	been	upgraded	with	ERA	and	a	more	powerful	engine.	A	large	number	of	AMX-30s	were	sold	abroad	and	remain	in	service	there	as	well,	including	in	Spain,	where	they
have	been	produced	under	license.	In	1975	the	French	began	production	of	the	AMX-32,	essentially	an	AMX-30	entirely	for	export	with	a	120mm	gun;	but	the	AMX-32	failed	to	attract	purchasers	and	was	dropped	in	favor	of	a	brand	new	design,	the	AMX-40	MBT.	It	appeared	in	1983.	Weighing	more	than	96,300	pounds,	it	mounted	a	120mm	gun.
Although	it	was	tested	by	several	nations	in	the	Middle	East,	none	was	sufficiently	impressed	to	buy	it,	and	it	did	not	progress	beyond	the	prototype	stage.Summary:	Developed	by	the	Atelier	de	Construction	d’Issy-les-Moulineaux.	Excellent	design,	with	half	of	production	going	into	export,	including	to	Iraq,	Saudi	Arabia,	and	Spain.	Consistently
upgraded;	the	major	change	occurred	in	1979	in	the	B2	Model	with	an	advanced	fire-control	system,	including	laser	rangefinder	and	thermal	imaging.	Armor	is	relatively	thin	for	an	MBT,	the	designers	preferring	speed	and	agility.	The	AMX-30	was	superceded	in	French	service	by	the	Leclerc,	but	it	remains	in	service	with	Cyprus,	Greece,	Saudi
Arabia,	Spain	(where	it	has	been	produced	under	license),	and	Venezuela.Production	dates:	1966-Number	produced:	3,500+	(1,250	for	the	French	Army)Manufacturer:	GIAT	Industries,	Roanne,	FranceCrew:	4Armament:	1	x	105mm	CN-105-F1	main	gun;	1	x	20mm	cannon	or	12.7mm	machine	gun	(coaxial);	1	x	7.62	machine	gun	(antiaircraft);	2	x	2
smoke	grenade	dischargersWeight:	79,072	lbs.Length:	21’7″	(31’1″	with	gun	forward)Width:	10’2″Height:	9’4″Armor:	80mm	maximum;	15mm	minimumAmmunition	storage	and	type:	47	x	105mm;	1,050	x	20mm;	2,050	x	7.62mmPower	plant:	Hispano-Suiza	HS	110	12-	cylinder	720-hp	water-cooled	supercharged	multifuel	engineMaximum	speed:	40
mph	Range:	373	milesFording	depth:	4’3″Vertical	obstacle:	3’1″Trench	crossing:	9’6″	Special	characteristics	(pos/neg):	improved	to	include	NBC	and	night-visionSpecial	models:	numerous,	including	Pluton	tactical	nuclear	missile	launcher;	self-propelled	antiaircraft	gun;	armored	recovery	vehicle;	engineer	vehicle;	bridge-layer;	antimine	flail	tanks;
chassis	was	used	for	a	155mm	self-propelled	gunDOWNLOAD	FULL	AMX-30	Brennus	PDF	Learn	more	about	the	special	offer	we	have	prepared	for	you,	including	the	XM2001	Crusader	Tier	10	Premium	Self-Propelled	Gun!	Cet	article	est	publié	en	partenariat	avec	Quora,	plateforme	sur	laquelle	les	internautes	peuvent	poser	des	questions	et	où
d'autres,	spécialistes	du	sujet,	leur	répondent.	La	question	du	jour:	«Qu'est	devenu	l'AMX-30	français?	Sont-ils	en	stock?	Si	oui,	combien?»	La	réponse	de	Vassili	Fiodorovitch	Patrouchev:	D'abord,	il	faut	dire	que	de	manière	générale	les	armées	modernes	ne	peuvent	pas	se	permettre	de	garder	du	matériel	dont	elles	ne	se	servent	plus.	On	ne	garde	pas
du	matériel	militaire	comme	on	garde	des	bijoux	de	famille	dans	un	écrin.	À	défaut	d'être	entretenu,	le	matériel	militaire	devient	inopérationnel.	L'armée	n'a	donc	ni	la	place,	ni	les	moyens	techniques	et	financiers	de	simplement	stocker	du	vieux	matériel	pour	un	usage	–lequel?–	à	venir.	De	plus,	les	armées	européennes	–l'armée	française,	bien	sûr,
beaucoup	moins	que	l'armée	allemande	laissée	en	pleine	décrépitude	par	l'ancienne	ministre	de	la	Défense	von	der	Leyen–	ont	déjà	sur	le	matériel	actif	une	partie	qui	ne	fonctionne	pas.	L'usage	est,	quand	un	matériel	est	remplacé	par	un	autre	plus	performant,	de	garder	une	partie	un	certain	temps	puis	de	s'en	débarrasser	quand	le	remplacement	est
complet.	Or	le	char	Leclerc,	fabriqué	depuis	1993	et	jusqu'en	2008,	restera	en	service	jusqu'en	2040.	Cela	signifie	que	les	recherches	pour	construire	le	char	qui	le	remplacera	sont	déjà	en	cours,	entre	autres	sous	forme	de	recherches	de	partenariats	européens.	Retraite	ou	reconversion	Maintenant,	qu'est	devenu	l'AMX-30?	C'est	simple.	La	moitié	de
la	production	(3.571	exemplaires)	a	été	exportée.	Le	plus	gros	client	étant	l'Arabie	saoudite	et	les	Émirats	qui,	une	fois	qu'ils	les	considéraient	comme	dépassés,	les	ont	dispatchés	dans	divers	pays.	Pour	les	Saoudiens,	en	2002,	290	AMX-30	ont	été	regroupés	dans	la	région	de	Khamis	Mushait,	dont	160	à	170	opérationnels.	En	2005,	il	restait	145
chars	opérationnels,	et	en	2015	un	bon	nombre	fut	déployé	par	les	garde-frontières	saoudiens	dans	le	cadre	de	la	guerre	civile	au	Yémen.	Et	puisqu'on	parle	de	guerre,	les	AMX-30	qataris	ont	participé	à	la	guerre	du	Golfe	et	détruit	trois	T-55	irakiens.	Un	AMX-30	a	été	détruit.	Plus	tard,	lors	de	l'opération	Daguet,	les	unités	françaises	de	cavalerie
furent	disposées	de	manière	à	éviter	que	les	AMX-30	se	retrouvent	face	à	des	T-72	bien	supérieurs.	Surtout	ceux	de	la	garde	républicaine,	avec	leurs	équipages	aguerris.	Pour	ce	qui	est	de	l'autre	moitié,	une	grande	partie	a	été,	là	aussi	comme	c'est	l'habitude,	reconvertie	pour	«développer	d'autres	systèmes	d'armes	sur	châssis	blindés,	tels	le	char	de
dépannage	AMX-30D,	l'obusier	automoteur	de	155mm	AuF1	ou	le	véhicule	de	lancement	du	missile	Pluton».	Je	suppose	qu'il	doit	en	rester	quelques-uns	à	des	fins	d'instruction	pour	une	formation	basique	sur	char	d'assaut,	avant	de	passer	à	l'entraînement	sur	Leclerc.	Cela	aussi	se	fait	souvent	lorsque	les	systèmes	se	ressemblent.	Mais	aucune	armée
n'a	les	moyens	de	garder	des	armes	aussi	exigeantes	en	entretien	que	des	blindés	simplement	dans	un	dépôt.	Commanders!	In	the	last	article,	we	discussed	the	ill-fated	AMX-50	program	that	left	the	French	military	of	the	1950s	with	only	one	option	–	to	purchase	the	obsolete	M47	Patton	tanks	the	Americans	were	trying	to	sell.	Naturally,	the	best	way
to	get	rid	of	obsolete	equipment	is	to	sell	it	to	your	allies,	which	is	why	hundreds	of	these	tanks	ended	in	France,	Italy,	Spain	and	West	Germany.	But,	contrary	to	what	some	doomsayers	had	been	preaching	at	the	time,	the	purchase	of	foreign	equipment	did	not	mean	the	end	of	the	French	school	of	tank	design.	Quite	the	contrary	–	in	the	second	half
of	the	1950s,	France	and	West	Germany	joined	forces	and	embarked	on	a	journey	that	would	end	on	the	German	side	with	Leopard	1	and	on	the	French	side	with	a	tank	called	AMX-30.	The	cooperation	began	in	1956	with	the	goal	of	replacing	the	M47.	West	Germany	and	France	were,	naturally,	aware	of	its	obsolescence	and	strove	to	replace	it	as
soon	as	possible,	ideally	with	something	domestically	produced.	The	project	was	referred	to	as	“Standartpanzer”	or	“Europa-Panzer”	(even	on	the	French	side).	French	M47	in	Algiers	with	its	commander,	future	president	Jacques	Chirac,	1956	The	basic	idea	behind	the	project	was	that	no	amount	of	steel	armor	would	be	able	to	protect	the	tank
against	modern	anti-tank	HEAT	shells	and	guided	missiles	that	started	to	appear	in	the	mid-1950s.	France’s	own	SS.11	ATGM,	which	first	appeared	in	1956,	was	a	large	monster,	capable	of	defeating	600mm	of	RHAe,	something	the	steel-armored	tanks	of	the	era	were	not	capable	of	resisting.	Therefore,	it	made	sense	to	add	only	enough	armor	to
protect	the	future	tank’s	crew	against	heavy	machineguns	and	basic	autocannons.	In	1957,	the	requirements	for	the	tank	were	issued	accordingly:	Limited	size	(3.15m	width,	2.15m	height)	in	order	to	make	it	a	small	target	Firepower	consisting	of	a	105mm	cannon	Air-cooled	gasoline	engine	with	the	power	to	weight	ratio	of	at	least	30	hp/t	Torsion
bar	suspension	with	hydraulic	shock	absorbers	Operational	range	of	at	least	350km	Later	that	year,	Germany	and	France	agreed	to	build	prototypes	based	on	the	requirements	independently,	which	turned	out	to	be	the	beginning	of	a	split	between	Germany	and	France.	Italy	formally	joined	the	program	in	1958,	but	had	no	design	bureaus	capable	of
producing	a	variant	of	their	own	and	their	part	of	the	program	went	nowhere,	even	though	some	(classified)	paper	designs	are	rumored	to	exist.	Additionally,	Italy	was	legally	prohibited	from	designing	tanks	following	the	outcome	of	the	Second	World	War,	so	any	such	design	would	be	kept	in	strict	secrecy.	This	ban	was	lifted	in	the	early	1970s
(presumably,	1973).	It	can	be	therefore	said	with	certainty	that	any	Italian	designs	that	pre-date	1973	and	were	“unveiled”	relatively	recently	are	completely	made	up.	Needless	to	say,	politics	would	play	a	major	role	in	the	program.	The	Germans	were	the	“black	sheep”	of	Europe	at	that	time	–	with	the	resolution	of	the	most	devastating	conflict	in
human	history	mere	15	years	away,	many	French	politicians	viewed	their	now	allies	against	communism	with	distrust.	A	major	political	issue	emerged	in	the	late	1950s	when	de	Gaulle’s	France	refused	to	share	nuclear	weapons	technology	with	Italy	and	West	Germany,	ostensibly	not	to	anger	the	Americans	and	the	British.	In	reality,	the	French	just
wanted	to	remain	the	nuclear	hegemon	of	mainland	Europe,	a	fact	which	did	not	escape	the	Germans.	As	a	result,	the	Franco-German	cooperation	started	to	receive	some	quite	serious	cracks.	While	in	Germany	there	were	two	teams	working	on	the	future	Leopard	seriously,	in	France,	essentially	only	one	company	was	capable	of	handling	such	a
major	project	–	Atelier	de	Construction	d'Issy-les-Moulineaux,	better	known	under	the	acronym	AMX.	The	person	in	charge	of	the	project	was	initially	the	AMX	director	himself,	General	Joseph	Molinié,	an	old	tank	designer	and	a	veteran	of	the	company.	He	joined	AMX	in	1936,	became	a	director	in	1945	and	would	retire	in	1961.	Based	on	the	1957
requirements,	AMX	built	two	prototypes	in	between	1960	and	1961.	These	early	prototypes	were	more	than	a	little	inspired	by	the	Soviet	T-54,	especially	in	the	turret	area.	The	oscillating	turret	concept	was	abandoned	due	to	its	numerous	flaws	–	true,	it	was	a	success	on	the	AMX-13,	but	for	a	MBT,	it	was	just	too	gimmicky.	Instead,	the	tank	had	a
conventional	cast	turret.	It	was	very	round	(especially	in	the	rear)	with	a	large	mantlet	in	the	front.	It	was	quite	thin	too	–	even	though	the	frontal	hull	was	well-sloped,	the	crew	was	only	reliably	protected	from	20mm	autocannon	fire.	On	the	other	hand,	that	made	the	tank	quite	light	with	its	weight	reaching	about	32.5	tons.	The	prototypes	were
powered	by	a	Sofam	12	GS	720hp	gasoline-powered	12-cylinder	engine	and	had	an	excellent	power	to	weight	ratio	of	22	hp/t	(considerably	better	than	the	Patton	series)	and	the	maximum	speed	of	65	km/h.	The	engine,	however,	was	a	source	of	contention	because	the	Americans	and	the	Germans	were	both	moving	towards	diesels	(or,	in	German
case,	multi-fuel	engines)	in	an	effort	to	increase	the	ranges	of	their	tanks	–	after	all,	in	the	case	of	the	U.S.	M60	tank,	when	switching	from	the	older	AV-1790	series	to	the	AVDS-1790	diesels,	its	fuel	economy	increased	as	much	as	by	60	percent.	The	French	had	been	using	gasoline	engines	for	a	long	time	for	logistics	reasons	(in	peace-time,	gasoline	is
easier	to	obtain	than	diesel	and	the	tanks	could	basically	run	on	civilian	grade	fuel)	but	the	advantages	of	diesels	could	not	be	denied.	Unfortunately,	they	did	not	have	a	suitable	diesel	tank	engine	at	hand,	which	was	why	the	French	division	of	Hispano-Suiza	was	tasked	with	designing	a	building	one.	Another	very	interesting	part	of	the	design	was	the
firepower.	The	1957	requirements	called	for	the	105mm	caliber,	which	often	leads	to	the	false	assumption	that	the	French	were	planning	to	adopt	the	British	L7	like	the	Germans	did.	In	reality,	the	French	had	their	own	L/56	105mm	rifled	cannon	called	CN-105	F1,	designed	by	a	company	called	at	that	time	“Atelier	de	construction	de	Bourges.”	The
company	got	later	renamed	to	EFAB	and,	in	1990,	it	became	a	part	of	the	GIAT	group	and	finally,	in	2007,	a	part	of	Nexter	–	that’s	why	you	sometimes	see	the	French	gun	being	called	by	the	GIAT	CN-105	name	(or	variants	thereof).	What	makes	the	gun	visually	interesting	is	the	lack	of	a	bore	evacuator	(the	distinctive	“hump”	on	the	barrel)	since	the
gun	used	a	different	system	to	get	rid	of	gasses	(compressed	air	flushes).	The	gun	wasn’t	all	that	special	–	what	made	it	really	interesting	was	the	ammunition.	Simply	put,	the	French	took	a	look	at	the	latest	kinetic	versus	HEAT	ammunition	developments	and	decided	to	produce	a	hybrid	of	sorts	–	a	HEAT	round	with	high	muzzle	velocity	in	order	to
make	it	accurate	at	long	distances	–	after	all,	HEAT	rounds	were	very	effective	against	steel-only	Soviet	tanks.	The	problem	with	that	approach	was	the	rifled	barrel	of	the	gun	that	made	the	shell	rotate.	Normally,	that	would	be	a	good	thing,	as	that’s	how	rifled	gun	shells	are	stabilized.	Unfortunately,	rotation	also	has	very	negative	effect	on	HEAT
warheads	because	when	it	spins,	the	centrifugal	force	disperses	the	jet	of	metal	that	this	type	of	shell	uses	to	penetrate	enemy	armor.	What	the	French	did	was	quite	clever	–	they	separated	the	shell	into	two	layers,	divided	by	ball	bearings.	The	outer	layer	of	the	shell	was	stabilized	by	the	standard	rifling	rotation,	but	the	inner	part	of	the	shell	with
the	warhead	itself	stayed	relatively	still,	allowing	for	much	better	performance.	This	shell	was	called	Obus	G	(or	OCC	105	F1).	It	was	quite	a	success	–	the	shell	itself	had	a	high	muzzle	velocity	of	1000	m/s	and	could	penetrate	400mm	of	steel	with	the	maximum	effective	range	of	3000	meters.	A	standard	HE	shell	was	also	available	to	complement	this
shell	type,	as	was	a	smoke	shell	and	a	training	shell.	In	summary,	what	the	French	built	was	a	sleek,	low,	poorly	protected	tank	that,	however,	boasted	excellent	mobility	and	firepower,	just	like	the	military	wanted.	Seven	more	prototypes	were	built	in	1962	and	in	1963	they	participated	in	a	series	of	comparative	trials	against	the	Leopard	1.	These
trials	didn’t	end	too	well	for	the	French	–	despite	being	six	tons	heavier,	the	German	tank	turned	out	to	be	more	mobile	and	was	by	all	accounts	the	better	design.	One	has	to	keep	in	mind	that	the	French	and	the	Germans	were	still	working	on	the	project	together	–	the	victor	would	become	the	standard	tank	for	the	entire	European	part	of	the	NATO.
Or	so	the	Germans	thought.	The	French,	of	course,	had	absolutely	no	intention	to	make	their	armored	forces	dependent	on	West	Germany	and	now	that	they	had	their	own	machine	available,	they	concluded	the	joint	project	had	outlived	its	usefulness.	The	French	budget	money	allocated	for	the	project	was	“somehow”	moved	around	so	that	the
production	would	not	start	as	early	as	the	Germans	wanted.	The	effect	was	immediate	–	both	countries	parted	ways	in	1963,	leaving	the	French	to	do	their	own	thing.	In	the	meanwhile,	two	more	prototypes	of	the	tank	with	modified	turret	and	mantlet	designs	were	produced	and	sent	to	the	French	army	for	trials,	which	turned	out	to	be	a	success	and
the	tank	was	pushed	into	mass	production	under	the	designation	AMX-30B	(the	pre-production	prototypes	were	retroactively	renamed	into	AMX-30A).	The	initial	production	version	of	the	AMX-30B	weighed	36	tons	and	had	a	crew	of	four	(driver,	gunner,	loader	and	commander).	Of	the	medium	tanks	of	the	era	(or,	first	generation	MBTs	if	you	will),	it
was	by	far	the	lightest	NATO	tank	with	its	weight	comparable	to	the	Soviet	T-54/55.	The	armor	was	steel	only	and	–	just	like	on	the	prototypes	–	very	light,	protecting	the	crew	from	20mm	autocannons	only	(the	turret	was,	for	example,	only	50mm	thick).	The	frontal	hull	was	well-sloped	in	order	to	make	as	many	shots	ricochet	off	as	possible.	The	tank
also	had	two	banks	of	smoke	grenade	launchers	and	a	NBC	protection	system.	The	turret	was	based	on	the	earlier	AMX-30	prototype	designs,	but	its	shape	was	modified	especially	at	the	back	and	around	the	mantlet	area.	Its	designation	was	T.105.	The	105mm	gun	could	elevate	to	+20	degrees	and	depress	to	-8	degrees	–	considering	how	low	the
turret	was	due	to	its	inspiration	by	the	Soviet	T-54	design,	this	was	an	excellent	value.	The	gun	was	loaded	manually	and	the	tank	carried	47	rounds	of	ammunition.	The	coaxial	weapon	was	a	12.7mm	machinegun,	which	was	later	upgraded	to	the	CN	20	F2	20mm	automatic	cannon,	very	effective	against	soft	and	low-flying	targets	thanks	to	its	extra	20
degrees	of	potential	elevation.	The	front	of	the	turret	also	had	a	distinctive	searchlight	mounted	–	this	searchlight	could	operate	in	both	white	light	and	IR	mode.	Mobility-wise,	the	vehicle	retained	the	excellent	properties	of	the	prototype,	although	the	engine	was	replaced	with	a	Hispano-Suiza	HS	110	680hp	diesel	paired	with	the	5SD-200D
mechanical	transmission	allowing	the	tank	to	reach	the	speed	of	65	km/h.	It’s	worth	noting	that	the	engine	is	installed	in	a	compact	“power	pack”	configuration,	allowing	for	a	replacement	of	the	entire	block	in	45	minutes.	Even	though	it	was	accepted	in	service	essentially	in	1963,	the	real	mass-production	was	only	launched	in	1966.	Over	the	three
decades	of	its	production,	more	than	3.500	AMX-30	variants	were	built	with	France	alone	accepting	1.355	AMX-30s	in	service	before	being	retired	in	2011.	Naturally,	the	tank	didn’t	stay	in	service	for	more	than	four	decades	in	its	original	form.	The	tank	received	a	new	stabilization	gun	system	in	the	early	1970s	and	in	1979,	a	major	upgrade	was
introduced	under	the	designation	of	AMX-30B2.	The	AMX-30B2	main	upgrades	included:	New	Fire	Control	System	Improved	gun	mantlet	Upgraded	engine	Improved	suspension	New	APFSDS	ammunition	The	original	FCS	with	a	coincidence	rangefinder	was	upgraded	to	a	model	called	COTAC	(or	AMX	M581)	with	a	laser	rangefinder	and	a	CASTOR
thermal	camera,	significantly	increasing	the	tank’s	combat	value.	The	FCS	is,	naturally,	fully	computerized.	The	gun	mantlet	armor	was	improved	as	well	(the	turret	was	re-designated	to	T.105MI).	The	original	Hispano-Suiza	HS-110	680hp	diesel	was	upgraded	to	the	HS-110-2	model,	featuring	improved	reliability.	The	horsepower	output	is	actually
not	quite	clear	here	as	multiple	(relatively	reputable)	sources	differ	from	one	another,	stating	either	680	or	720hp,	but	with	the	AMX	30B2	manual	stating	680hp,	we	are	going	to	go	with	that	number.	The	engine	was	paired	with	a	new	semi-automatic	SESM	ENC200	transmission,	compensating	together	for	the	increased	weight	of	the	vehicle	(37
tons).	The	suspension	was	also	strengthened,	as	were	the	shock	absorbers.	Other	smaller	upgrades	included	a	new	NBC	system.	Finally,	the	tank	received	new	tungsten	penetrator	APFSDS	high-velocity	ammunition	in	1981.	This	ammunition	is	able	to	penetrate	150mm	of	armor	angled	at	30	degrees	from	horizontal	at	5km.	There	were	two	sources	of
the	AMX-30B2	tanks.	First,	166	AMX-30B2	tanks	were	built	from	scratch	starting	from	1981.	Secondly,	493	older	AMX-30B	tanks	were	upgraded	to	the	B2	standard.	The	AMX-30B2	became	the	main	French	MBT	until	the	appearance	of	the	Leclerc	and	was	used	successfully	by	the	French	in	the	Gulf	War	(Operation	Daguet)	alongside	the	AMX	10	RC
wheeled	fire	support	vehicles.	Their	deployment	in	Iraq	was	successful,	if	relatively	uneventful	compared	to	such	large	battles	as	the	73	Easting	with	the	French	overwhelming	demoralized	Iraqi	troops	without	taking	any	significant	losses.	Following	the	Gulf	War,	French	tank	units	started	to	receive	the	first	Leclerc	tanks,	replacing	the	venerable
AMX-30Bs.	However,	with	the	dissolution	of	the	Soviet	Union,	the	same	thing	happened	in	France	as	everywhere	else	in	the	west	–	since	the	biggest	threat	disappeared,	military	budgets	got	cut,	including	the	tank	production.	It	would	therefore	take	quite	some	time	to	replace	the	AMX-30B	completely	and	since	the	tank	would	spend	another	decade	or
two	in	service,	there	was	a	need	to	increase	its	combat	value.	The	most	obvious	weakspot	was,	obviously,	its	armor.	The	tank	essentially	had	none,	which	was	fine	for	the	thinking	and	tactics	of	the	1960s,	but	constituted	a	massive	disadvantage	in	the	1990s.	During	Operation	Daguet,	the	French	AMX-30Bs	would	intentionally	avoid	Iraqi	T-72s,	as	they
were	considered	vulnerable	to	them.	Another	serious	threat	was	the	general	proliferation	of	ATGMs	and	RPGs,	to	which	the	tank	was	equally	vulnerable.	A	partial	solution	arose	in	the	late	1990	when	GIAT	developed	an	Explosive	Reactive	Armor	kit	for	it	called	Brenus.	This	kit	consisted	of	112	rather	small	ERA	modules	called	BS	G2,	weighed	some	2
extra	tons	and	provided	the	additional	protection	equivalent	of	400mm	of	steel	angled	at	60	degrees	against	HEAT	rounds.	The	kit	was	also	resistant	against	light	autocannon	fire	of	up	to	20mm	caliber.	Several	AMX-30B2	tanks	of	the	French	rapid	response	units	(the	ones	the	most	likely	to	get	into	the	action	first)	were	upgraded	with	the	kit	itself
with	two	full	battalions	of	AMX-30B2	tanks	converted	with	fittings	to	carry	this	kit	if	the	need	arose.	This	variant	of	the	AMX-30B2	MBT	is	known	simply	as	AMX-30B2	Brenus,	although	the	name	is	sometimes	written	in	capital	letters,	or	with	double	n,	depending	on	the	source.	The	final	upgrade	step	to	the	AMX-30B2	came	in	1998	when	it	was	decided
to	replace	the	aging	Hispano-Suiza	engines	that,	given	their	long	service,	suffered	from	reliability	issues,	with	American	Mack	E9	diesel	engines	producing	750hp.	The	transmission	was	retained	from	the	AMX-30B2.	Upgraded	this	way,	the	tank	would	serve	until	its	eventual	retirement	in	2011	after	a	long	and	distinguished	career.	It’s	worth	noting
that	the	AMX-30B	was	also	successfully	exported	to	several	countries	and	the	export	models	themselves	have	an	interesting	history,	but	that	goes	beyond	the	scope	of	this	article.	Let	us,	instead,	take	a	look	at	what	the	AMX-30B	will	be	like	in	Armored	Warfare.	For	starters,	we	will	be	introducing	two	Tier	4	AMX-30B	tanks	to	Armored	Warfare.	The
basic	model	of	the	AMX-30B2	will	be	a	Tier	4	Premium	Main	Battle	Tank	(obtainable	within	the	branch	for	Gold)	while	the	AMX-30B2	Brenus	will	be	a	Tier	4	progression	MBT.	Essentially,	both	will	play	roughly	the	same	with	the	progression	version	having	access	to	the	ERA	kit,	not	a	common	thing	for	a	Tier	4	vehicle.	But	before	we	go	any	further	in
our	description,	let	us,	for	a	moment,	return	to	the	French	vehicle	dealer,	Francine	De	Laroche	and	the	overall	design	of	her	vehicle	pool.	There	is	an	overarching	theme	present	here	–	and	that	theme	can	be	best	summarized	by	the	word	“choice”.	This	dealer	will	not	only	feature	multiple	vehicle	choices	on	several	Tiers,	but	also	the	option	to
configure	your	vehicles	to	suit	your	gameplay	by	the	means	of	alternative	upgrade	modules	as	well	as	different	weapon	systems	for	different	roles.	Such	is	the	case	of	the	AMX-30B2	Brenus	and	its	Premium	counterpart.	In	their	basic	form,	these	tanks	will	be,	much	like	the	Leopard	1,	amongst	the	lightest	and	the	most	mobile	in	their	class	with
excellent	firepower	balanced	by	relatively	poor	armor	protection.	What	will	make	them	truly	special	are	the	following	abilities:	Players	will	have	two	weapon	systems	available	–	they	will	be	able	to	choose	between	the	main	105mm	gun	and	a	20mm	autocannon.	Their	loading	times	will	be	independent	on	one	another	and	the	players	will	be	able	to
switch	between	them	at	moment’s	notice.	Effectively,	this	means	that	it’s	possible	to	keep	firing	with	the	autocannon	while	the	main	gun	is	loading	The	main	105mm	rifled	gun	(generally	comparable	to	Leopard	1’s	L7A3)	will	have	access	to	a	special	type	of	ammo	–	high	velocity	HEAT	(Obus	G)	with	noticeably	higher	accuracy	and	penetration	values
compared	to	the	other	105mm	HEAT	rounds	High	reverse	speed,	allowing	for	a	fast	tactical	retreat	from	battle	Additionally,	the	tanks	will	have	access	to	special	alternative	upgrade	modules	that	will	modify	their	properties	in	order	to	match	the	desired	playstyle:	Armor:	Choice	between	more	hitpoints	or	better	module	protection	Firepower:	Choice
between	the	ability	to	dish	out	damage	quickly	(reload	time,	aim	time	and	accuracy	bonuses)	and	the	ability	to	snipe	better	(view	range,	powerful	Obus	G	HEAT)	Mobility:	Choice	between	tactical	sniper	playstyle	(camouflage,	turret	traverse	and	off-road	mobility	bonuses)	and	flat-out	mobility	improvements	(more	powerful	engine,	tougher	suspension)
Both	versions	of	the	AMX-30B2	will	have	these	options	as	well	as	the	abovementioned	special	traits	with	the	only	difference	between	them	being	the	presence	of	the	Brenus	ERA	on	the	progression	model.	And,	last	but	not	least,	the	OF-40	Tier	4	progression	Main	Battle	Tank,	removed	previously	from	the	Leopard	branch,	will	be	making	a	turn	as	an
alternative	Tier	4	MBT	of	Francine	De	Laroche’s	branch	–	and	it	won’t	be	the	last	Italian	vehicle	to	appear	in	it...	Stay	tuned	for	more	info	and	we’ll	see	you	on	the	battlefield!	The	store	will	not	work	correctly	in	the	case	when	cookies	are	disabled.	Août	1990	:	l’Irak	de	Saddam	Hussein	envahit	le	Koweït.	Mandatée	par	l’ONU	et	menée	par	les	États-
Unis,	une	coalition	internationale	intervient	pour	protéger	l’indépendance	de	la	petite	monarchie	du	Golfe.	L’opération	Daguet	va	mettre	les	troupes	coalisées	à	l’épreuve	pendant	six	mois	et	marquer	un	tournant	dans	l’histoire	de	l’armée	française.	La	guerre	du	Golfe	aura-t-elle	lieu	?	À	l’aube	des	années	1990,	alors	qu’il	sort	de	huit	années	de	guerre
contre	l’Iran,	l’Irak	de	Saddam	Hussein	possède	l’armée	la	plus	forte	du	monde	arabe,	et	la	quatrième	plus	grande	au	monde.	Mais	les	finances	du	pays	sont	dans	le	rouge,	l’Irak	s’étant	s’est	gravement	endetté	pour	financer	la	guerre	contre	l’Iran,	lancée	en	1980	par	Saddam	Hussein.	Début	1990,	ce	dernier	demande	à	l’Arabie	Saoudite	et	au	Koweït,
les	principaux	créanciers	de	l’Irak,	d’annuler	la	dette	irakienne.	Si	le	premier	accepte,	le	second	refuse	catégoriquement.	Un	refus	qui	sera	lourd	de	conséquences	pour	le	Koweït…	Sautant	sur	l’occasion,	l’Irak,	qui	reproche	à	son	voisin	de	produire	trop	de	pétrole	et	d’être	responsable	de	la	chute	des	prix,	envahit	le	Koweït	le	2	août	1990.	Le	jour
même,	l’Organisation	des	Nations	Unies	(ONU)	vote	la	résolution	660	et	exige	que	l’Irak	se	retire	du	Koweït.	Afin	de	prévenir	toute	nouvelle	invasion	de	la	part	de	l’Irak,	l’armée	américaine	déploie	ses	forces	dans	le	désert	d’Arabie	saoudite	le	6	août.	C’est	le	début	de	l’Opération	«	Bouclier	du	désert	»	(Desert	Shield),	la	première	phase	de	la	guerre
du	Golfe,	à	laquelle	vont	notamment	participer	l’Arabie	saoudite,	la	Grande-Bretagne,	la	Syrie	et	l’Égypte.	Le	13	août,	la	France	lance	l’opération	Salamandre,	qui	a	pour	objectif	de	protéger	le	Golfe	persique.	L’invasion	par	les	troupes	irakiennes	de	l’ambassade	de	France	au	Koweït,	le	14	septembre	1990,	change	la	donne.	La	France	décide	de	passer
au	niveau	supérieur	et	lance	l’opération	«	Daguet	»,	nommée	d’après	la	division	mobilisée	pour	l’occasion.	Passer	le	carrousel	d'images	sur	le	même	sujet	Revenir	au	carrousel	d'images	sur	le	même	sujet	Bouclier	du	désert	:	le	calme	avant	la	tempête	Une	trentaine	de	bateaux	civils	est	réquisitionnée	pour	transporter	les	premiers	soldats	français	sur
le	terrain	d’opération.	Les	forces	françaises	traversent	la	Mer	Rouge	puis	débarquent	au	port	de	Yanbu	(Arabie	Saoudite),	avant	de	rejoindre	la	zone	de	déploiement	de	la	division	Daguet,	situé	à	plus	de	1	200	km	à	l’Est.	Les	soldats	français	s’installent	au	Camp	du	Roi	Khaled	(CRK)	et	au	Camp	de	Miramar.	Commence	alors	une	phase	d’attente	de
plusieurs	mois	durant	laquelle	les	troupes	se	préparent	à	l’attaque	et	tentent	de	s’acclimater	tant	bien	que	mal	à	la	vie	dans	le	désert.	Températures	extrêmes,	absence	de	repères,	difficultés	pour	s’approvisionner	en	eau	et	en	essence…	L’armée	doit	s’adapter	à	un	environnement	hostile	auquel	elle	n’avait	pas	été	confrontée	depuis	de	nombreuses
années.	Entre	deux	entraînements,	les	soldats	de	la	division	«	Daguet	»,	qui	ont	tous	adopté	le	«	bob	»	comme	signe	distinctif,	tentent	de	recréer	un	semblant	de	normalité	en	s’adonnant	à	différents	loisirs	:	volleyball,	jeu	d’échecs	ou	encore	lecture.	Mais,	même	lors	des	temps	de	repos,	le	danger	n’est	jamais	bien	loin.	Les	soldats	doivent	être	prêts	à
tout	moment	à	enfiler	leur	combinaison	de	protection	en	cas	d’attaque	NBC	(nucléaire,	biologique	et	chimique).	Passer	le	carrousel	d'images	sur	le	même	sujet	Revenir	au	carrousel	d'images	sur	le	même	sujet	Tempête	du	désert	:	l’offensive	terrestre	éclair	Les	différentes	armées	de	la	coalition,	suspendues	aux	décisions	politiques,	se	préparent	à	une
opération	d’envergure	sans	savoir	si	celle-ci	aura	lieu,	encore	moins	quand.	Le	29	novembre,	l’ONU	autorise	les	coalisés	à	recourir	à	la	force	contre	l’armée	irakienne	si	celle-ci	n’a	pas	quitté	le	territoire	du	Koweït	après	le	15	janvier	1991.	L’opération	«	Tempête	du	désert	»	(Desert	Storm)	est	officiellement	déclenchée	le	17	janvier	:	elle	durera	43
jours.	Elle	commence	par	une	offensive	aérienne	de	plus	d’un	mois	dont	l’objectif	est	d’affaiblir	l’armée	irakienne	afin	de	préparer	l’offensive	terrestre.	Au	bout	d’une	semaine	de	combats	circonscrits	au	seul	territoire	occupé	du	Koweït,	les	coalisés	obtiennent	l’autorisation	de	l’ONU	d’attaquer	le	sol	irakien.	L’offensive	terrestre	est	lancée	le	24
février.	Les	troupes	progressent	rapidement	:	le	lendemain	du	début	de	l’opération,	l’aéroport	d’As-Salman	est	pris	par	les	soldats	français,	qui	font	de	nombreux	prisonniers.	Koweït	City	est	libérée	le	27	février,	obligeant	l’Irak	à	se	rendre	après	seulement	quatre	jours	d’offensive	éclair.	Le	28	février,	Saddam	Hussein	est	contraint	d’accepter	les
résolutions	votées	par	le	Conseil	de	Sécurité	de	l’ONU	et	de	quitter	le	Koweït.	Un	long	travail	attend	encore	les	soldats	de	la	coalition,	qui	doivent	assurer	la	sécurité	de	Koweït	City	et	de	ses	habitants.	Leur	principale	mission	:	déminer	la	plage	piégée	avec	des	centaines	d’engins	explosifs	par	les	forces	irakiennes	qui	craignaient	un	débarquement	des
coalisés.	Passer	le	carrousel	d'images	sur	le	même	sujet	Revenir	au	carrousel	d'images	sur	le	même	sujet	Le	retour	au	bercail	et	l’heure	du	bilan	Malgré	sa	victoire,	la	coalition	décide	d’arrêter	ici	l’opération	et	de	ne	pas	marcher	sur	Bagdad	:	cela	reviendrait	à	outrepasser	le	mandat	de	l’ONU	–	qui	avait	pour	objectif	de	libérer	le	Koweït	et	non	de
renverser	Saddam	Hussein	–	et	risquerait	ainsi	d’affaiblir	l’Irak	face	à	l’Iran,	créant	alors	un	nouveau	déséquilibre	géopolitique	au	cœur	d’un	Moyen-Orient	déjà	très	instable.	Les	soldats	français	rentrent	chez	eux	quelques	semaines	après	la	fin	des	combats,	accueillis	en	héros	par	la	population	qui	a	pu	suivre	quasiment	en	direct	le	conflit	grâce	aux
toutes	récentes	chaînes	d’information	en	continu.	L’heure	du	bilan	a	sonné	pour	l’armée	française.	Ne	se	limitant	pas	au	décompte	des	pertes	humaines	et	matérielles	–	deux	militaires	de	l’armée	de	Terre	sont	tombés	lors	de	l’offensive	terrestre	–,	le	bilan	dressé	fait	apparaître	les	lacunes	et	vulnérabilités	d’une	armée	qui,	bien	que	victorieuse	et
méritante,	doit	évoluer.	Les	chefs	de	l’armée	sauront	tirer	profit	de	cette	opération	riche	d’enseignements,	notamment	dans	le	domaine	de	la	logistique.	Daguet	marque	ainsi	un	tournant	dans	l’histoire	de	l’armée	française,	qui	abandonne	le	modèle	de	la	conscription	pour	se	professionnaliser.	C’est	également	à	l’issue	de	cette	opération	que	sont
créées	différentes	entités	qui	aujourd’hui	encore	jouent	un	rôle	essentiel	dans	la	vie	militaire	française,	à	l’instar	du	Commandement	des	Opérations	Spéciales	(COS),	de	la	Direction	du	renseignement	militaire	(DRM)	ou	encore	de	la	Délégation	à	l’information	et	la	communication	de	la	défense	(DICoD).	Pour	aller	plus	loin	Pour	en	savoir	plus	sur
l’opération	Daguet,	découvrez	dans	notre	boutique	:	Vous	pouvez	également	regarder	le	webdoc	La	grande	aventure	Daguet	conçu	par	l’ECPAD	à	l’occasion	du	vingtième	anniversaire	de	l’opération.
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