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Jump	to	ratings	and	reviewsSolomon	not	only	gained	a	worldwide	reputation	as	the	wisest	man	in	history,	his	wealth	was	legendary	as	well.	His	gold	reserves	alone	would	be	worth	nearly	a	trillion	dollars	in	today's	dollars.	In	the	biblical	book	of	Proverbs,	Solomon	reveals	his	strategies	for	achieving	success,	wealth,	and	personal	happiness.	During	the
past	28	years,	Steve	Scott	has	not	only	experienced	the	life-changing	benefits	of	using	Solomon's	strategies	in	his	personal	life,	he	has	also	seen	their	power	demonstrated	in	business.	After	failing	in	nine	jobs,	Steve	began	applying	Solomon's	strategies	to	his	business	pursuits.	With	less	than	$5,000,	he	and	a	partner	started	a	business	from	scratch,
following	Solomon's	strategies.	In	less	than	six	months	they	were	generating	over	a	million	dollars	per	week	in	sales.	They	went	on	to	create	more	than	a	dozen	multimillion	dollar	companies	from	scratch,	achieving	billions	of	dollars	in	sales.These	strategies	created	the	world's	only	trillionaire	and	built	Solomon's	reputation	as	the	wisest	man	who
ever	lived!	Steve	also	discovered	that	when	he	acted	contrary	to	Solomon's	strategies,	he	lost	nearly	everything	he	valued	...	his	family,	his	happiness,	and	millions	of	dollars.	Then,	returning	to	the	wisdom	of	Solomon's	strategies,	he	regained	all	that	he	had	lost.	In	this	series	Steve	Scott	mentors	listeners	in	the	skills	and	techniques	that	enabled	him
to	harness	the	power	of	Solomon's	teachings	and	incorporate	them	into	his	business	and	personal	pursuits.	He	also	reveals	the	devastating	traps	that	Solomon	warns	all	of	us	to	avoid,	traps	that	can	rob	us	of	our	success,	our	families,	and	all	potential	for	financial	security.	Apply	the	rare	insights	that	are	shared	in	this	rich	program	to	your	life,	and
unearth	the	wisdom	that	has	transformed	the	lives	of	thousands	the	world	over.You'll	learn	Solomon's	simple	"how-to's"	for:Achieving	maximum	success	in	minimum	time.Mastering	life's	most	important	skill.Taking	the	two	most	critical	steps	to	extraordinary	success.Avoiding	the	greatest	cause	of	financial	loss	and	ruin.Turning	your	impossible
dreams	into	reality.Winning	and	resolving	any	conflict.Avoiding	the	single	trap	that	will	always	bring	you	down.Maximizing	relationships.Defeating	the	number	one	destructive	force	in	relationships.And	much,	much	more!	4	people	are	currently	readingSteven	K.	Scott	is	the	best-selling	author	of	The	Richest	Man	Who	Ever	Lived,	The	Greatest	Words
Ever	Spoken,	and	Mentored	by	a	Millionaire.	After	failing	in	nine	jobs,	he	started	reading	a	chapter	of	Proverbs	every	day–and	the	wisdom	of	Scripture	changed	his	life.	Scott	and	his	business	partners	have	built	more	than	a	dozen	multimillion-dollar	companies	from	scratch,	achieving	billions	of	dollars	in	sales.	He	is	the	co-founder	of	Max
International,	Total	Gym	Fitness,	and	The	American	Telecast	Corporation.	He	is	a	popular	international	speaker	on	the	subjects	of	personal	and	professional	achievement	and	the	application	of	biblical	wisdom	to	every	area	of	life.Get	help	and	learn	more	about	the	design.	CHAPTER	1	How	the	Richest	Man	Who	Ever	Lived	Can	Make	You	Happier,
More	Successful,	and	WealthierImagine	going	from	a	below-average	wage	to	a	personal	income	of	more	than	$600,000	per	month!	Imagine	losing	nine	jobs	in	your	first	six	years	after	college,	and	then,	on	your	tenth	job,	building	more	than	a	dozen	multimillion-dollar	businesses	from	scratch,	achieving	sales	of	billions	of	dollars.	Imagine	doing	all	of
this	by	following	specific	steps	taught	by	Solomon	in	the	Old	Testament	Book	of	Proverbs.	In	a	nut​shell,	that	is	my	personal	story.	Now	think	about	it:	Before:	Earned	less	than	half	of	the	income	of	the	aver​age	American	wage	earner.	After:	Income	rose	from	$18,000	per	year	to	more	than	$7	million.	Before:	Diagnosed	a	hopeless	corporate	failure	with
a	suc​cess	rate	of	0	percent.	After:	A	twenty-nine-year	career	success	rate	of	over	60	percent	in	an	industry	where	the	average	success	rate	is	under	1	percent.	And	just	as	convincing	to	me	is	what	happened	when	I	acted	contrary	to	Solomon’s	advice.	On	three	occasions,	I	vio​lated	three	of	his	warnings	and	lost	millions	of	dollars	through	bad
investment	decisions.	Had	I	followed	Solomon’s	advice,	I	would	not	have	lost	a	penny.	I	ignored	his	advice	on	relation​ships	and	watched	one	of	the	happiest	marriages	in	America	fall	apart.	Then,	following	Solomon’s	advice	on	relationships,	my	marriage	was	restored	and	today	is	happier	than	ever!	If	following	Solomon’s	advice	had	worked	only	a	few
times	in	the	course	of	my	life,	we	could	call	it	coincidence.	If	ignoring	his	advice	and	warnings	had	resulted	in	a	few	minor	setbacks,	we	could	call	it	chance.	But	when	following	his	advice	has	created	such	significant	personal,	business,	and	financial	success	year	after	year	for	me	and	for	countless	oth​ers,	and	failing	to	heed	his	warnings	has	caused
heartbreaking	personal	and	financial	disasters,	even	the	heartiest	skeptic	must	admit	what	wise	men	and	kings	and	queens	the	world	over	once	acknowledged–that	Solomon	was	the	wisest	man	who	ever	lived.	Just	as	there	are	physical	laws	that	govern	the	physical	universe,	Solomon	reveals	“laws	of	living”	that	invisibly	govern	all	aspects	of	life.
Every	time	you	step	on	board	an	airliner,	the	physical	laws	of	gravity	and	aerodynamics	govern	your	ultimate	destiny.	If	your	pilot	and	the	airplane	operate	in	accordance	with	those	laws,	you	will	safely	arrive	at	your	destination.	If	for	any	rea​son	whatsoever	they	do	not	operate	in	accordance	with	those	laws,	you	will	return	to	the	ground,	one	way	or
another.	It	doesn’t	matter	how	you	feel	about	these	laws,	whether	you	love	them	or	hate	them,	whether	you	choose	to	ignore	them	or	not;	they	still	exist	and	they	will	govern	your	flight.	Fortu​nately,	pilots,	aeronautical	engineers,	and	aircraft	designers	fully	understand	these	laws,	and	thus	they	are	able	to	use	them	to	great	advantage.	They	are	able	to
build	and	fly	air​craft	that	move	us	quickly,	safely,	and	comfortably	to	our	des​tinations.	If	they	were	ignorant	of	these	laws,	no	airplanes	would	be	able	to	fly.	Just	as	there	are	physical	laws	that	govern	the	universe,	there	are	laws	of	living	that	are	just	as	sure	and	true.	It	doesn’t	matter	if	you	love	them	or	hate	them,	they	still	exist,	and	they	will	govern
your	life.	Solomon	reveals	these	laws	in	the	bibli​cal	Book	of	Proverbs,	and	more	important,	shows	us	how	to	use	them	to	our	advantage.	The	laws	of	gravity	and	aerody​namics	have	always	existed,	but	until	they	were	learned	and	understood,	they	kept	the	entire	human	race	on	the	ground;	once	they	were	discovered,	they	became	the	very	basis	for
achieving	human	flight.	The	laws	of	living	are	as	old	as	human	life	itself.	Being	ignorant	of	them	only	restricts	your	ability	to	achieve	genuine	happiness,	fulfillment,	purpose,	and	success.	Many	people	act	in	accordance	with	some	of	these	laws	coincidentally,	with​out	knowing	or	understanding	them,	and	they	gain	a	level	of	success	or	happiness	by
doing	so.	But	more	often	than	not,	ignorance	of	these	laws	creates	insurmountable	barriers	to	sustained	success	and	fulfillment.	On	the	other	hand,	those	who	learn	these	laws	and	how	to	use	them	in	their	flight	through	life	will	achieve	a	level	of	purpose,	success,	and	hap​piness	that	others	can	only	dream	of.	The	purpose-driven	life	will	become	the
purpose-accomplishedSolomon	was	born	around	974	B.C.	and	was	installed	as	King	of	Israel	by	his	father,	David,	shortly	before	David	died.	Solomon	was	twelve	years	old.	Solomon	was	terrified	of	ruling	Israel,	afraid	that	he	didn’t	have	the	wisdom	to	do	so.	According	to	the	Old	Testament,	God	appeared	to	Solomon	and	asked	him	what	he	wanted.
Solomon	answered,	asking	only	for	wisdom	and	knowledge	so	that	he	could	rightly	judge	the	great	people	of	Israel	(I	Kings	3:9;	II	Chronicles	1:10).	God	then	told	Solomon	that	because	he	had	not	asked	for	riches,	wealth,	honor,	the	life	of	his	enemies,	nor	a	longer	life	for	himself,	He	would	give	Solomon	more	wisdom,	knowledge,	riches,	wealth,	and
honor	than	any	king	before	him	or	any	king	that	would	come	after	him.	What	was	promised	was	delivered.	Solomon’s	wisdom,	success,	and	wealth	increased	beyond	imagination.	In	terms	of	wealth,	some	have	suggested	that	in	today’s	dollars,	he	may	well	have	been	a	“trillionaire.”	In	addition	to	his	gold	reserves	worth	hundreds	of	billions	of	dollars	in
today’s	mar​ket,	he	owned	4,000	stalls	for	his	horses	and	chariots,	and	kept	12,000	horsemen	on	his	payroll.	Rulers	of	nations	throughout	the	world	sought	his	advice,	and	paid	dearly	for	it.	However,	by	the	middle	of	his	life,	he	began	to	violate	the	laws	of	living,	its	principles	and	strategies	that	he	so	wisely	articulated	in	the	Book	of	Proverbs;	as	he
did,	his	success	and	happiness	vapor​ized.	Fortunately	for	us,	he	recorded	many	of	his	laws	for	liv​ing	in	the	Book	of	Proverbs.	Cracking	the	Solomon	Code	Although	each	Proverb	provides	an	obvious	insight,	often	the	real	treasure	of	a	Proverb	is	buried	deep	beneath	its	sur​face.	Solomon	implores	us	in	chapter	2,	verse	4,	to	search	for	wisdom	and
knowledge	as	we	would	search	for	silver	or	buried	treasure.	To	do	this,	we	must	often	look	deeper	beneath	the	surface,	at	the	background	of	the	Proverb,	its	context,	and	even	nuances	of	the	Hebrew	words	that	make	up	the	original	text	of	Proverbs.	In	many	cases,	we	can	find	added	treasure	by	looking	at	the	converse	meaning	of	a	Proverb.	And	last,
but	not	least,	we	must	look	at	the	broader	spirit	of	the	Proverb	and	not	just	the	narrow	meaning	of	the	literal	statement.	As	we	do	this,	we	not	only	discover	Solomon’s	laws	for	living,	we	find	the	silver	and	buried	treasure	he	talked	about–treasure	that	will	last	beyond	our	lifetime.	I’m	not	the	only	person	who	has	achieved	his	impossible	dreams	by
following	Solomon’s	strategies.	I	love	reading	biographies	of	those	who	have	achieved	extraordinary	accomplishments,	both	in	modern	times	and	throughout	his​tory.	As	I	have	studied	their	lives,	I	have	discovered	that	their	successes,	too,	were	realized	by	actions	and	attitudes	that	reflected	Solomon’s	teachings,	even	though	some	may	have	never
read	his	writings.	George	Washington,	Thomas	Jeffer​son,	Abraham	Lincoln,	Henry	Ford,	and	Thomas	Edison	were	all	readers	of	Proverbs	in	their	youth.	But	even	in	look​ing	at	the	lives	of	modern	icons	such	as	Bill	Gates,	Sam	Wal​ton,	Helen	Keller,	Steven	Spielberg,	and	Oprah	Winfrey,	we	see	that	they	have	achieved	their	impossible	dreams	by	doing
the	very	things	that	Solomon	advises	each	of	us	to	do.	I’ve	also	seen	disasters	befall	men,	companies,	and	nations	when	they	acted	contrary	to	Solomon’s	admonitions.	Adolf	Hitler	was	able	to	bewitch	an	entire	nation	because	they	ignored	Solomon’s	warnings.	America	was	caught	off	guard	at	Pearl	Harbor.	Recently,	the	executives	of	America’s
seventh-largest	corporation	drove	it	into	the	largest	corporate	bankruptcy	in	American	history.	All	of	these	events	were	brought	about	by	violating	a	handful	of	Solomon’s	admonitions.	What	Can	Solomon’s	Wisdom	Do	for	You?	So	what	can	Solomon’s	insights	and	teachings	do	for	your	career,	your	relationships,	and	your	personal	life?	No	matter	what
you	think	they	can	do,	they	can	do	infinitely	more.	Here	are	just	a	few	of	the	rewards	Solomon	says	you	can	look	for​ward	to	when	you	follow	his	advice.	The	Benefits	of	Solomon’s	Strategies	•	Knowledge	•	Discretion	•	Good	judgment	•	Preservation	and	protection	•	Success	•	Better	health	•	Longer	life	•	Honor	•	Financial	abundance	•	Favor	of	those
in	authority	•	Commendation	and	promotions	•	Financial	independence	•	Confidence	•	Strength	of	character	•	Courage	•	Extraordinary	achievement	•	Personal	fulfillment	•	Great	relationships	•	A	truly	meaningful	life	•	Love	and	admiration	of	others	•	Understanding	•	True	wisdom	Solomon	gives	us	powerful	strategies	and	life-changing	tactics	for
achieving	extraordinary	outcomes.	Don’t	make	the	mistake	of	thinking	that	what	you’re	about	to	read	is	simply	a	collection	of	general	principles	and	poetic	platitudes.	Solomon	was	far	too	wise	to	waste	his	time	and	yours	with	such	meaningless	generalities.	His	writings	provide	precise	steps	that	can	be	taken	in	your	personal	and	professional	life	to
produce	astounding	results.	In	this	book,	I	focus	on	the	strategies	and	steps	articulated	in	the	biblical	Book	of	Proverbs	that	I	have	applied	to	the	business,	per​sonal,	and	financial	areas	of	my	own	life.	After	we	examine	Solomon’s	advice	in	each	chapter,	I	will	then	offer	some	simple	techniques	that	I	have	used	to	implement	his	advice	in	my	daily	life.
At	the	conclusion	of	each	chapter,	I’ve	added	a	section	called	“Knowledge	to	Wisdom,”	with	specific	exercises	to	enable	you	to	apply	Solomon’s	advice	in	a	practical	and	pow​erful	way.	Do	this,	and	you	will	begin	to	experience	a	greater	level	of	success	and	personal	fulfillment	than	you	have	ever	imagined.	No	matter	how	successful	you	may	be	right
now,	your	future	is	about	to	get	a	whole	lot	better.	Let	the	adven​ture	begin!	CHAPTER	2The	Key	to	Winning	Every	Race	Do	you	see	a	man	diligent	in	his	business?	He	shall	stand	before	kings.	Become	the	One	in	a	Thousand	Who	Achieves	Incredible	Outcomes	In	any	endeavor	we	undertake,	or	any	goal	we	pursue,	we	can	experience	outcomes	that	are
incredible,	great,	good,	okay,	poor,	terrible,	or	catastrophic.	In	my	fifty-plus	years,	I	have	experienced	all	of	these	outcomes	personally,	professionally,	and	financially.	Studying	the	lives	of	many	of	history’s	most	successful	people,	I	discovered	that	they,	too,	have	experi​enced	the	gamut	of	these	outcomes	in	one	or	more	areas	of	their	lives.	But	in	the
areas	of	their	greatest	achieve​ments,	without	exception,	they	have	achieved	incredible	out​comes.	And	every	one	of	them	achieved	their	incredible	outcomes	because	they	learned	and	utilized	one	simple,	yet	incredibly	powerful,	skill.	This	skill	was	their	key	to	achiev​ing	their	impossible	dreams.	George	Washington,	Thomas	Jefferson,	Benjamin
Franklin,	Thomas	Edison,	Clara	Barton,	John	D.	Rockefeller,	Henry	Ford,	Sam	Walton,	Walt	Disney,	Bill	Gates,	Oprah	Winfrey,	and	Steven	Spielberg	are	just	a	few	of	the	people	who	have	used	it.	The	fact	is,	whenever	it	is	used,	it	ultimately	produces	incredible	outcomes.	Moreover,	incredible	outcomes	are	almost	never	achieved	without	it.
Unfortunately,	less	than	one	in	a	thousand	people	fully	utilize	it.	The	good	news	is	that	it	is	a	skill	that	can	be	easily	learned.	And	it	can	be	used	by	anyone,	regardless	of	their	background,	education,	or	IQ.	I’m	talking	about	the	skill	of	diligence.	Most	people	think	they	understand	what	diligence	means,	but	nothing	could	be	further	from	the	truth.
When	Solomon	talks	about	diligence,	he’s	talking	about	a	trait	that	is	as	rare	as	a	ten-carat	diamond.	The	reason	it’s	so	rare	is	that	true	diligence	runs	contrary	to	human	nature.	We	all	have	traits	that	are	part	of	the	human	condition.	These	traits	produce	our	natural	drives,	inclinations,	strengths,	and	weaknesses.	Diligence,	however,	is	not	one	of
them.	In	fact,	the	trait	common	to	all	humans	is	our	desire	or	drive	for	instant	gratification.	We	want	as	much	as	we	can	get,	as	fast	as	we	can	get	it,	with	as	little	effort	as	possible.	That	is	our	nature.	We	all	have	a	natural	inclination	to	follow	the	path	of	least	resistance.	Fortunately,	despite	our	natural	inclina​tion,	we	can	choose	to	follow	a	path	of
greater	resistance	and	become	diligent	in	the	pursuit	of	any	endeavor,	project,	or	goal.	And	if	you	develop	the	kind	of	diligence	that	Solomon	refers	to,	you	can	achieve	incredible	outcomes	in	any	impor​tant	area	of	your	life.	Solomon’s	Concept	of	Diligence	(It’s	Not	What	You	Think)	My	computer	dictionary	describes	diligence	as	“a	persistent	and	hard-
working	effort	in	doing	something.”	I	love	the	word	“persistent”;	persistence	is	certainly	a	part	of	diligence.	“Hard-working,”	on	the	other	hand,	is	not	the	most	accurate	term	to	use	when	trying	to	understand	Solomon’s	meaning.	I’d	prefer	to	use	the	phrase	“smart-working.”	If	I	need	to	cut	down	a	tree	and	try	to	cut	it	down	with	a	hammer,	that	would
be	hard-working,	but	it	certainly	would	not	be	diligent.	It	could	take	me	hours,	even	days,	to	chop	down	a	tree	with	a	hammer.	On	the	other	hand,	if	I	use	a	chain	saw	I	might	cut	that	same	tree	down	in	minutes.	I	would	not	be	working	nearly	as	hard,	but	I’d	be	working	a	lot	smarter.	My	computer	software	lists	the	following	words	as	synonyms	of
diligence:	meticulousness,	conscientiousness,	thoroughness,	and	care​fulness.	Although	all	of	these	qualities	are	important	aspects	of	diligence,	they	do	not	fully	convey	Solomon’s	meaning.	To	fully	understand	what	Solomon	meant	by	the	word	“diligent,”	we	need	to	add	those	qualities	to	Solomon’s	words	found	in	Proverbs	20:11:	“Even	a	child	is
known	by	his	doings,	whether	his	work	be	pure	and	whether	it	be	right.”	The	key	words	here	are	“pure”	and	“right.”	Solomon	uses	the	word	“pure”	not	just	in	the	sense	of	a	moral	or	ethical	value,	but	rather	about	work	in	its	purest	form.	It’s	more	akin	to	a	mining	term	than	an	ethical	term.	Solomon’s	mines	repre​sented	a	tremendous	portion	of	his
wealth;	he	often	used	mining	terms	in	his	writings.	And	if	you’re	mining	for	gold,	what	do	you	do?	You	dig	a	lot	of	dirt,	you	find	a	big	rock,	and	you	take	that	big	rock	and	subject	it	to	a	tremendous	amount	of	heat.	This	melts	all	of	the	impurities.	What’s	left	behind	is	pure	gold.	That	is	the	“pure”	side	of	diligence.	It’s	getting	down	to	investing	one’s
days,	hours,	and	minutes	in	that	which	brings	a	pure	return	on	the	time	and	effort	invested.	The	other	side	of	diligence	is	the	“right”	side.	It’s	not	just	about	working	at	something	with	persistence	and	by	working	smart.	It’s	about	doing	it	right–expeditiously,	efficiently,	and	effectively.	In	other	words,	doing	it	on	time	to	the	highest	standards	possible,
regardless	of	what	is	demanded	or	expected.	It	means	bringing	creativity,	persistence,	and	even	other	people	and	outside	resources	into	the	effort	to	achieve	an	extraordinary	outcome.	The	other	day	I	had	a	conversation	with	the	richest	man	who	ever	lived.	I	did	most	of	the	listening	while	he	did	most	of	the	talking.	I	hit	him	with	some	hard	and	heavy
questions	I	wanted	to	know:	How	he	got	out	of	his	own	way	to	achieve	success	What	habits	he	practiced	every	day	to	make	sure	he	stayed	on	track	What	his	personal	value	stream	was	and	how	did	he	come	to	find	it	Simply,	what	was	a	day	in	the	life-like	for	him	How	can	I	apply	some	of	his	strategies	as	well	as	teach	them	to	others	We	got	into	a	few
more	topics	but	I	wanted	to	share	with	you	all	what	I	learned	from	the	richest	man	whomever	lived.	Meet	the	richest	man	that	ever	lived	Every	right	implies	a	responsibility;	Every	opportunity,	an	obligation,	Every	possession,	a	duty.	Ok,	confession	time.	The	richest	man	whomever	lived	died	at	the	age	of	98	in	1937.	My	conversation	was	with	John	D.
Rockefeller.	I’ve	been	slowly	chipping	away	at	his	biography	Titan	(I	say	chipping	away	because	it’s	832	pages	of	pure	wisdom)	as	well	as	Mastering	The	Rockefeller	Habits.	It’s	probably	best	that	I	couldn’t	have	a	direct	conversation	with	the	man.	This	way	I	can	keep	my	foot	out	of	my	mouth	while	he	does	all	the	talking.	The	lessons	I	learned	from
these	two	books	are	invaluable.	If	you	want	success,	why	not	study	those	that	are	most	successful	and	immerse	yourself	in	their	knowledge,	habits,	and	strategies.	However,	how	many	of	you	have	read	some	really	awesome	ass-kick,	motivational,	or	helpful	material,	got	fired	up	and	then	never	applied	it?	Uh…	yeah,	me	too.	So	all	hands	in	the	middle
and	lets	yell…..1…..2…..3	–	APPLY	THIS	MO-FO!	Routines	and	Systems	Usually	between	10PM	and	11PM	John	would	hit	the	sack	and	wake	up	at	6AM	to	start	it	all	over	again.	What	to	take	from	this:	Practicing	consistency,	routines,	and	systems	makes	it	difficult	to	get	confused	and	overwhelmed.	I	know	personally,	I	struggle	sometimes	when	there	is
a	lot	on	my	plate.	By	taking	an	hour	or	so	at	the	end	of	my	day	to	map	out	my	tomorrow	I	am	able	to	relieve	a	little	stress	and	clear	up	what	needs	to	be	done	in	order	for	me	to	feel	productive.	All	you	are	and	where	you	are	in	life	is	a	collection	of	your	habits.	One	way	I	have	started	to	apply	this	is	by	scheduling	each	day	hour	by	hour.	From	the	time	I
wake	up	to	the	time	I	get	to	bed	my	day	is	mapped	out	just	like	John.	I	schedule	in	when	I	will	eat,	exercise,	and	even	time	to	take	breaks,	check	email,	and	listen	to	music.	It’s	important	to	get	sh*t	done	but	it’s	equally	important	to	relax	and	enjoy	your	day.	One	of	the	best	resources	I	have	found	for	this	is	David	Seah’s	productivity	tools.	Personally,	I
prefer	to	write	things	down.	There	is	some	research	out	there	and	I	have	noticed	with	myself	that	this	seems	to	make	things	“Stick”	a	bit	better	in	the	old	noodle.	If	you’re	more	of	an	APP	kinda	person,	take	a	look	at	Remember	The	Milk.	Definitely	read	Getting	Things	Done	by	David	Allen	as	well.	It’s	like	the	productivity	bible.	Had	his	head	on	right
John	maintained	a	mindset	that	would	not	allow	him	to	fail.	He	not	only	believed	but	also	displayed	his	belief	through	his	actions	that	his	ultimate	destiny	was	determined	by	the	choices	he	made	on	a	every	day	basis.	Maybe	that’s	why	he	was	so	diligent	with	his	schedule.	Unsuccessful	people	believe	that	success	is	a	matter	of	luck	and	out	of	their
control.	John	knew	he	was	in	control	of	how	successful	he	could	be.	He	did	this	by	simply	paying	attention.	He	looked	to	what	had	worked	in	the	past,	what	was	currently	working,	and	let	the	numbers	speak	for	themselves.	He	looked	to	key	metrics	and	data	that	told	him	what	would	work	and	what	wouldn’t	work.	He	happened	to	do	something	we’ve
already	talked	about	here.	He	educated	himself,	he	took	action,	he	reflected,	and	finally	he	rinsed	and	repeated.	Rockefeller	choose	success	by	paying	attention,	measuring	progress,	and	making	adjustments	based	on	his	observations.	This	is	something	you	and	I	can	both	do	whether	we	are	looking	to	get	healthier,	start	our	own	business,	or	have
some	other	worthwhile	goal.	Whatever	it	is	you	may	want	to	achieve	take	some	time	to	educate	yourself	on	the	subject.	Read	books,	talk	to	people	you	trust,	and	look	to	those	that	are	already	doing	or	have	already	achieved	what	it	is	you	are	hoping	to	achieve.	Reach	out	to	them.	You	need	to	know	if	it	is	working	or	not.	Measuring	progress	is
essential.	Keeping	a	nutrition	log	in	a	note	book	or	by	using	one	of	the	many	online	fitness	resources	like	Fit-day,	or	My	Fitness	Pal.	Recording	your	workouts,	take	body	measurements	and	photos	as	well.	If	traveling	to	Japan	is	something	you	have	always	wanted	to	do	pay	attention	to	your	finances	and	track	your	spending.	I’m	currently	using
mint.com.	He	tracks	all	of	my	income,	expenses,	debts,	and	credits.	At	any	given	moment	I	know	where	my	money	is	going.	If	I’m	spending	too	much	on	cups	of	joe	or	at	the	grocery	store.	It’s	an	amazing	way	to	hold	yourself	accountable.	You	can	also	use	this	amazing	resource	inspired	by	Tim	Ferriss	to	help	you	clarify	what	it	is	you	want	and	the
amount	of	money	it	actually	takes	to	achieve	it.	I	use	this	tool	every	few	months	when	I’ve	set	some	new	having,	being,	or	doing	goals.	Having	–	Material	goals.	Car,	house,	boat,	etc…	Being	–	Fluent	in	a	language,	great	cook,	etc..	Doing	–	A	triathlon,	traveling	to	another	country,	etc…	John	was	particularly	dialed	in	when	it	came	to	his	finances.	He
tracked	every	penny	in	and	every	penny	out.	If	you	owed	him	a	penny	he	was	relentless	about	getting	it	back	and	the	same	goes	for	if	he	owed	you	a	penny.	He	was	just	as	relentless	about	making	sure	you	got	it	back.	He	valued	his	time	One	of	the	most	taken	for	granted	things	in	this	world	today	is	time.	Most	of	us	never	get	anything	done	because
we	tell	ourselves	we	can	start	on	Monday	or	there	will	be	plenty	more	time	down	the	road.	What	then	usually	ends	up	happening	is	nothing	is	ever	started	or	you	get	overwhelmed	with	the	need	to	get	things	done	last-minute.	Rockefeller	valued	his	time	by	not	putting	a	price	tag	on	it.	Which	is	what	most	of	us	do	when	we	decide	how	much	we	are
worth	per	hour	when	we	accept	a	job.	Instead,	he	valued	his	time	by	defining	how	productive	he	could	be	with	it.	Rockefeller	did	this	by:	Created	multiple	streams	of	revenue	in	one	focused	industry	(oil	refinery).	Leveraged	the	talents	and	efforts	of	others.	Instead	of	wasting	time	trying	to	become	the	smartest,	best,	or	pursuing	B.S.	credentials	in
areas	outside	of	himself	he	focused	on	his	own	talents	and	strengths	and	surrounded	himself	with	others	that	excelled	in	his	weaknesses.	Rockefeller	focused	on	leading	and	empowering	others	and	less	on	himself.	Coincidence…	I	think	not	While	reading	the	two	books	I	could	not	help	but	laugh	a	little	bit	as	I	noticed	some	other	characteristics
ol’Johnny	D.	displayed.	Rockefeller	routinely	practiced	the	12	habits	of	happy	people.	These	are	12	habits	that	have	been	scientifically	proven	to	promote	more	happiness	to	those	that	practice	them	the	most	often.	1.	Express	gratitude	2.	Cultivate	optimism	3.	Avoid	over	thinking	and	social	comparisons	(keeping	up	with	the	Jones’s)	4.	Practicing	acts
of	kindness	5.	Nurturing	social	relationships	6.	Developing	strategies	for	coping	7.	Learning	to	forgive	8.	Increasing	flow	experiences	9.	Savoring	life’s	joys	10.	Committing	to	your	goals	11.	Practicing	either	religion,	spirituality,	or	both	(there	is	a	difference.	I’m	not	very	religious	but	I	consider	myself	very	spiritual)	12.	Taking	care	of	yourself
(exercise,	nutrition,	rest,	meditation,	actually	acting	happy	)	LinkedIn	and	3rd	parties	use	essential	and	non-essential	cookies	to	provide,	secure,	analyze	and	improve	our	Services,	and	to	show	you	relevant	ads	(including	professional	and	job	ads)	on	and	off	LinkedIn.	Learn	more	in	our	Cookie	Policy.Select	Accept	to	consent	or	Reject	to	decline	non-
essential	cookies	for	this	use.	You	can	update	your	choices	at	any	time	in	your	settings.	I	only	read	this	nonfiction	book	because	my	squash	buddy	-	Greg	Steinmetz	-	wrote	it.	But	it	was	fascinating,	especially	when	my	greatest	learning	was	the	richest	man	who	ever	lived,	Jacob	Fugger,	in	my	opinion,	enjoyed	his	life.		As	Steinmetz	points	out,	Fugger
was	probably	not	"happy"	by	conventional	and	contemporary	standards,	but	by	the	final	chapter,	I	was	convinced	that	Fugger	did	enjoy	life	and	made	money...lots	&	lots	of	money.	Rather	than	the	often	mutually	exclusive	portrayal	of	unhappiness	with	wealth,	here	is	a	different	perspective.	If	you	never	heard	about	Jacob	Fugger,	no	worries.	Fugger
died	in	1525.	Born	as	a	"commoner"	to	a	family	in	the	textile	business	in	1459,	his	story	is	remarkable.	This	was	a	man	who	enjoyed	the	process	of	making	money	and	the	power	that	came	along	with	it.	The	power	was	because	of	the	money,	not	for	any	other	reason.	Even	when	bestowed	with	nobility	titles,	Fugger	chose	to	not	use	the	titles.	In	my
opinion,	Fugger	was	happy	because	he	did	what	he	wanted	to	do...as	Steinmetz	wrote	-	"He	was	the	first	modern	businessman	in	that	he	was	the	first	to	pursue	wealth	for	its	own	sake	and	without	fear	of	damnation."	In	fact,	he	believed	his	making	money	was	God's	will.	Fugger	was	a	happy	man	because	he	loved	the	work.	He	enjoyed	the	company	of
lawyers	and	accountants.	He	fed	on	information.	He	kept	meticulous	financial	records.	He	fueled	politicians	and	the	Vatican.	He	never	became	a	politician.	He	absolutely	believed	that	he	could	buy	his	way	to	redemption.	Fugger	understood	and	used	the	power	derived	from	money.		This	is	one	key	message	of	the	book.	To	be	rich	and	happy,	business
has	to	be	what	one	wants	to	do.	Family,	friends	and	other	pleasures	are	secondary...only	of	importance	when	it	is	possible	to	support	a	business	objective	such	as	an	arranged	marriage	as	part	of	a	contract.	Other	tidbits	that	I	learned	from	reading	The	Richest	Man	Who	Ever	Lived	-The	Life	and	Times	of	Jacob	Fugger	include:	Information	-	Fugger	set
up	a	series	of	global	outposts	and	messengers	so	he	had	data	and	gossip	before	others.	A	reminder	that	gathering,	and	integrating,	information	into	decisions	makes	a	difference.	Money	Lending	-	Fugger	fought	and	defended	the	ability	to	loan	money	for	a	profit.	He	was	key	in	overturning	the	church's	ban	on	usury.	A	reminder	about	how	money
lending	still	impacts	our	perception	of	bankers	when	interest	is	perceived	as	excessive.	Luther	&	the	Reformation	-	Fugger's	business	practices	with	the	catholic	church	fueled	Luther	and	his	his	95	Theses...creating	the	Protestant	Reformation.		A	reminder	about	how	the	separation	of	church	and	state	is	key	to	limiting	corruption.	Legal	System	-
Fugger	used	the	growing	number	of	lawyers	to	promote	Roman	Law	as	the	sanctity	of	private	property	rather	than	the	dominant	use	of	customary	law	at	the	time.	A	reminder	that	capitalism	has	its	basis	in	Roman	Law	or	otherwise,	not	survive.	Fortitude	-	Fugger	demonstrated	his	strong	demeanor	to	remove	his	robes	and	his	worries	each
night...sleeping	well.	A	reminder	to	focus	on	work	and	solve	problems	but	to	not	dwell	on,	or	obsess	about,	the	puzzles	of	the	day.	It	has	never	been	my	focus	to	become	rich.	For	me,	focusing	only	on	business	would	not	create	happiness.	But	that	is	just	me...Fugger's	story	presents	a	different	perspective.	Maybe	it	will	work	for	you?
__________________________________________________________	If	you	want	to	learn	more	about	innovation,	growing	your	business,	angel	investing	or	advisors/boards,	please	contact	me	at		McMorranStrategists@gmail.com.	Advising	and	training	is	focused	on	executing,	not	just	talking	about	it.	Ask	the	publishers	to	restore	access	to	500,000+	books.	The
past	few	weeks	I	have	been	listening	to	an	interesting	audio	program	titled		Lessons	from	the	Richest	Man	Who	Ever	Lived	“A	Treasure	Chest	of	Wealth,	Success	and	Happiness	!	And	Solomon	Gives	You	the	Keys!		by	Steven	K.	Scott.		Even	though	I	was	unfamiliar	with	Mr.	Scott’s	work,	there	was	something	about	the	writeup	I	read	that	got	me
interested.		So	I	picked	it	up	from	Nightingale-Conant	even	though	I	wasn’t	expecting	too	much	from	it.	Scott	mentions	in	the	writeup	that	although	it	discusses	King	Solomon	as	presented	in	the	Bible,	that	this	is	not	a	religious	program.		He	says	King	Solomon’s	teachings	helped	him	both	become	a	multimillionaire	when	he	listened	and	then	turn
around	and	lose	all	of	his	wealth	when	he	ignored	Solomon’s	wisdom.	So	what	do	I	make	of	the	program?		Is	it	any	good?		Let’s	see…	Technorati	Tags:	Goals	and	Goal	Setting,	Inspiration,	motivation,	Productivity	What’s	in	the	Box	Lessons	from	the	Richest	Man	Who	Ever	Lived		comes	in	a	binder	with	8	professionally	printed	CDs	in	sleeves	3-ring
bound	within	the	binder.		(Two	of	the	CDs	are	bonus	CDs	I	haven’t	listened	to	yet.)	Program	Value	As	I	mentioned	before,	I	wasn’t	expecting	too	much	when	it	first	arrived.		In	the	past	I	had	listened	to	some	other	semi-religious	audio	programs	that	I	didn’t	like	(that	is	Norman	Vincent	Peale’s	The	Power	of	Positive	Thinking).		So	I	tried	to	keep	an	open
mind.	From	the	first	CD	Scott	came	across	as	a	great	speaker.		He	delivers	with	enthusiasm	and	his	voice	is	motivating	as	you	listen.		He	is	also	skilled	at	keeping	the	listener	in	suspense.		You’ll	hear	every	now	and	again	something	like	“So	what	small	skill	do	you	need	to	develop	to	make	everyone	listen	to	your	ideas?		I’ll	get	to	that	in	a	minute…but
first..”		So	you’re	always	listening	closely	so	you	can	hear	the	nugget	of	wisdom	he	promised	earlier	in	the	program.		It’s	a	very	effective	technique.	I	was	also	surprised	by	the	sheer	mass	of	information	on	the	CDs.		These	are	by	no	means	skimpy.		They	are	almost	all	40	minutes	in	length	and	the	bonus	is	almost	an	hour	and	a	half!		Candidly,	I’ve	been
late	for	a	meeting	or	two	just	because	I	am	listening	in	the	car	and	don’t	want	to	miss	what	Scott	is	saying.	He	reads	word	for	word	many	of	Solomon’s	teachings	and	then	brings	them	up	to	modern	day	2006.		The	subject	of	Enron,	TV,	and	the	dotcom	bust	comes	up	often.		And	that	brings	me	to	the	only	possible	negative	in	the	program.		Scott
repeats	a	few	of	his	stories.		The	repetition	does	not	bother	me	because	like	I	said,	there	is	just	so	much	information	here.		I	loved	the	first	CD,	but	I	can	only	remember	a	handful	of	ideas	from	it.		So	I	will	listen	to	it	many	times.	Ultimately,	I	would	give	Lessons	from	the	Richest	Man	Who	Ever	Lived,	my	highest	rating.		It’s	entertaining,	fun	and	a
whole	lot	of	good	information	you	can	use.		I	felt	I	got	my	moneys	worth	out	of	the	first	2	CDs	and	I’m	still	not	finished	listening!	More	info:	Lessons	from	the	Richest	Man	Who	Ever	Lived	audio	CDs,	Retail	price	$89.95	Available	from	Nightingale	Conant	Set	powerful	goals	online	with	our	new	online	goal	management	tool	CHAPTER	1	How	the	Richest
Man	Who	Ever	Lived	Can	Make	You	Happier,	More	Successful,	and	WealthierImagine	going	from	a	below-average	wage	to	a	personal	income	of	more	than	$600,000	per	month!	Imagine	losing	nine	jobs	in	your	first	six	years	after	college,	and	then,	on	your	tenth	job,	building	more	than	a	dozen	multimillion-dollar	businesses	from	scratch,	achieving
sales	of	billions	of	dollars.	Imagine	doing	all	of	this	by	following	specific	steps	taught	by	Solomon	in	the	Old	Testament	Book	of	Proverbs.	In	a	nut​shell,	that	is	my	personal	story.	Now	think	about	it:	Before:	Earned	less	than	half	of	the	income	of	the	aver​age	American	wage	earner.	After:	Income	rose	from	$18,000	per	year	to	more	than	$7	million.
Before:	Diagnosed	a	hopeless	corporate	failure	with	a	suc​cess	rate	of	0	percent.	After:	A	twenty-nine-year	career	success	rate	of	over	60	percent	in	an	industry	where	the	average	success	rate	is	under	1	percent.	And	just	as	convincing	to	me	is	what	happened	when	I	acted	contrary	to	Solomon’s	advice.	On	three	occasions,	I	vio​lated	three	of	his
warnings	and	lost	millions	of	dollars	through	bad	investment	decisions.	Had	I	followed	Solomon’s	advice,	I	would	not	have	lost	a	penny.	I	ignored	his	advice	on	relation​ships	and	watched	one	of	the	happiest	marriages	in	America	fall	apart.	Then,	following	Solomon’s	advice	on	relationships,	my	marriage	was	restored	and	today	is	happier	than	ever!	If
following	Solomon’s	advice	had	worked	only	a	few	times	in	the	course	of	my	life,	we	could	call	it	coincidence.	If	ignoring	his	advice	and	warnings	had	resulted	in	a	few	minor	setbacks,	we	could	call	it	chance.	But	when	following	his	advice	has	created	such	significant	personal,	business,	and	financial	success	year	after	year	for	me	and	for	countless
oth​ers,	and	failing	to	heed	his	warnings	has	caused	heartbreaking	personal	and	financial	disasters,	even	the	heartiest	skeptic	must	admit	what	wise	men	and	kings	and	queens	the	world	over	once	acknowledged–that	Solomon	was	the	wisest	man	who	ever	lived.	Just	as	there	are	physical	laws	that	govern	the	physical	universe,	Solomon	reveals	“laws	of
living”	that	invisibly	govern	all	aspects	of	life.	Every	time	you	step	on	board	an	airliner,	the	physical	laws	of	gravity	and	aerodynamics	govern	your	ultimate	destiny.	If	your	pilot	and	the	airplane	operate	in	accordance	with	those	laws,	you	will	safely	arrive	at	your	destination.	If	for	any	rea​son	whatsoever	they	do	not	operate	in	accordance	with	those
laws,	you	will	return	to	the	ground,	one	way	or	another.	It	doesn’t	matter	how	you	feel	about	these	laws,	whether	you	love	them	or	hate	them,	whether	you	choose	to	ignore	them	or	not;	they	still	exist	and	they	will	govern	your	flight.	Fortu​nately,	pilots,	aeronautical	engineers,	and	aircraft	designers	fully	understand	these	laws,	and	thus	they	are	able
to	use	them	to	great	advantage.	They	are	able	to	build	and	fly	air​craft	that	move	us	quickly,	safely,	and	comfortably	to	our	des​tinations.	If	they	were	ignorant	of	these	laws,	no	airplanes	would	be	able	to	fly.	Just	as	there	are	physical	laws	that	govern	the	universe,	there	are	laws	of	living	that	are	just	as	sure	and	true.	It	doesn’t	matter	if	you	love	them
or	hate	them,	they	still	exist,	and	they	will	govern	your	life.	Solomon	reveals	these	laws	in	the	bibli​cal	Book	of	Proverbs,	and	more	important,	shows	us	how	to	use	them	to	our	advantage.	The	laws	of	gravity	and	aerody​namics	have	always	existed,	but	until	they	were	learned	and	understood,	they	kept	the	entire	human	race	on	the	ground;	once	they
were	discovered,	they	became	the	very	basis	for	achieving	human	flight.	The	laws	of	living	are	as	old	as	human	life	itself.	Being	ignorant	of	them	only	restricts	your	ability	to	achieve	genuine	happiness,	fulfillment,	purpose,	and	success.	Many	people	act	in	accordance	with	some	of	these	laws	coincidentally,	with​out	knowing	or	understanding	them,	and
they	gain	a	level	of	success	or	happiness	by	doing	so.	But	more	often	than	not,	ignorance	of	these	laws	creates	insurmountable	barriers	to	sustained	success	and	fulfillment.	On	the	other	hand,	those	who	learn	these	laws	and	how	to	use	them	in	their	flight	through	life	will	achieve	a	level	of	purpose,	success,	and	hap​piness	that	others	can	only	dream
of.	The	purpose-driven	life	will	become	the	purpose-accomplishedSolomon	was	born	around	974	B.C.	and	was	installed	as	King	of	Israel	by	his	father,	David,	shortly	before	David	died.	Solomon	was	twelve	years	old.	Solomon	was	terrified	of	ruling	Israel,	afraid	that	he	didn’t	have	the	wisdom	to	do	so.	According	to	the	Old	Testament,	God	appeared	to
Solomon	and	asked	him	what	he	wanted.	Solomon	answered,	asking	only	for	wisdom	and	knowledge	so	that	he	could	rightly	judge	the	great	people	of	Israel	(I	Kings	3:9;	II	Chronicles	1:10).	God	then	told	Solomon	that	because	he	had	not	asked	for	riches,	wealth,	honor,	the	life	of	his	enemies,	nor	a	longer	life	for	himself,	He	would	give	Solomon	more
wisdom,	knowledge,	riches,	wealth,	and	honor	than	any	king	before	him	or	any	king	that	would	come	after	him.	What	was	promised	was	delivered.	Solomon’s	wisdom,	success,	and	wealth	increased	beyond	imagination.	In	terms	of	wealth,	some	have	suggested	that	in	today’s	dollars,	he	may	well	have	been	a	“trillionaire.”	In	addition	to	his	gold
reserves	worth	hundreds	of	billions	of	dollars	in	today’s	mar​ket,	he	owned	4,000	stalls	for	his	horses	and	chariots,	and	kept	12,000	horsemen	on	his	payroll.	Rulers	of	nations	throughout	the	world	sought	his	advice,	and	paid	dearly	for	it.	However,	by	the	middle	of	his	life,	he	began	to	violate	the	laws	of	living,	its	principles	and	strategies	that	he	so
wisely	articulated	in	the	Book	of	Proverbs;	as	he	did,	his	success	and	happiness	vapor​ized.	Fortunately	for	us,	he	recorded	many	of	his	laws	for	liv​ing	in	the	Book	of	Proverbs.	Cracking	the	Solomon	Code	Although	each	Proverb	provides	an	obvious	insight,	often	the	real	treasure	of	a	Proverb	is	buried	deep	beneath	its	sur​face.	Solomon	implores	us	in
chapter	2,	verse	4,	to	search	for	wisdom	and	knowledge	as	we	would	search	for	silver	or	buried	treasure.	To	do	this,	we	must	often	look	deeper	beneath	the	surface,	at	the	background	of	the	Proverb,	its	context,	and	even	nuances	of	the	Hebrew	words	that	make	up	the	original	text	of	Proverbs.	In	many	cases,	we	can	find	added	treasure	by	looking	at
the	converse	meaning	of	a	Proverb.	And	last,	but	not	least,	we	must	look	at	the	broader	spirit	of	the	Proverb	and	not	just	the	narrow	meaning	of	the	literal	statement.	As	we	do	this,	we	not	only	discover	Solomon’s	laws	for	living,	we	find	the	silver	and	buried	treasure	he	talked	about–treasure	that	will	last	beyond	our	lifetime.	I’m	not	the	only	person
who	has	achieved	his	impossible	dreams	by	following	Solomon’s	strategies.	I	love	reading	biographies	of	those	who	have	achieved	extraordinary	accomplishments,	both	in	modern	times	and	throughout	his​tory.	As	I	have	studied	their	lives,	I	have	discovered	that	their	successes,	too,	were	realized	by	actions	and	attitudes	that	reflected	Solomon’s
teachings,	even	though	some	may	have	never	read	his	writings.	George	Washington,	Thomas	Jeffer​son,	Abraham	Lincoln,	Henry	Ford,	and	Thomas	Edison	were	all	readers	of	Proverbs	in	their	youth.	But	even	in	look​ing	at	the	lives	of	modern	icons	such	as	Bill	Gates,	Sam	Wal​ton,	Helen	Keller,	Steven	Spielberg,	and	Oprah	Winfrey,	we	see	that	they
have	achieved	their	impossible	dreams	by	doing	the	very	things	that	Solomon	advises	each	of	us	to	do.	I’ve	also	seen	disasters	befall	men,	companies,	and	nations	when	they	acted	contrary	to	Solomon’s	admonitions.	Adolf	Hitler	was	able	to	bewitch	an	entire	nation	because	they	ignored	Solomon’s	warnings.	America	was	caught	off	guard	at	Pearl
Harbor.	Recently,	the	executives	of	America’s	seventh-largest	corporation	drove	it	into	the	largest	corporate	bankruptcy	in	American	history.	All	of	these	events	were	brought	about	by	violating	a	handful	of	Solomon’s	admonitions.	What	Can	Solomon’s	Wisdom	Do	for	You?	So	what	can	Solomon’s	insights	and	teachings	do	for	your	career,	your
relationships,	and	your	personal	life?	No	matter	what	you	think	they	can	do,	they	can	do	infinitely	more.	Here	are	just	a	few	of	the	rewards	Solomon	says	you	can	look	for​ward	to	when	you	follow	his	advice.	The	Benefits	of	Solomon’s	Strategies	•	Knowledge	•	Discretion	•	Good	judgment	•	Preservation	and	protection	•	Success	•	Better	health	•	Longer
life	•	Honor	•	Financial	abundance	•	Favor	of	those	in	authority	•	Commendation	and	promotions	•	Financial	independence	•	Confidence	•	Strength	of	character	•	Courage	•	Extraordinary	achievement	•	Personal	fulfillment	•	Great	relationships	•	A	truly	meaningful	life	•	Love	and	admiration	of	others	•	Understanding	•	True	wisdom	Solomon	gives
us	powerful	strategies	and	life-changing	tactics	for	achieving	extraordinary	outcomes.	Don’t	make	the	mistake	of	thinking	that	what	you’re	about	to	read	is	simply	a	collection	of	general	principles	and	poetic	platitudes.	Solomon	was	far	too	wise	to	waste	his	time	and	yours	with	such	meaningless	generalities.	His	writings	provide	precise	steps	that	can
be	taken	in	your	personal	and	professional	life	to	produce	astounding	results.	In	this	book,	I	focus	on	the	strategies	and	steps	articulated	in	the	biblical	Book	of	Proverbs	that	I	have	applied	to	the	business,	per​sonal,	and	financial	areas	of	my	own	life.	After	we	examine	Solomon’s	advice	in	each	chapter,	I	will	then	offer	some	simple	techniques	that	I
have	used	to	implement	his	advice	in	my	daily	life.	At	the	conclusion	of	each	chapter,	I’ve	added	a	section	called	“Knowledge	to	Wisdom,”	with	specific	exercises	to	enable	you	to	apply	Solomon’s	advice	in	a	practical	and	pow​erful	way.	Do	this,	and	you	will	begin	to	experience	a	greater	level	of	success	and	personal	fulfillment	than	you	have	ever
imagined.	No	matter	how	successful	you	may	be	right	now,	your	future	is	about	to	get	a	whole	lot	better.	Let	the	adven​ture	begin!	CHAPTER	2The	Key	to	Winning	Every	Race	Do	you	see	a	man	diligent	in	his	business?	He	shall	stand	before	kings.	Become	the	One	in	a	Thousand	Who	Achieves	Incredible	Outcomes	In	any	endeavor	we	undertake,	or	any
goal	we	pursue,	we	can	experience	outcomes	that	are	incredible,	great,	good,	okay,	poor,	terrible,	or	catastrophic.	In	my	fifty-plus	years,	I	have	experienced	all	of	these	outcomes	personally,	professionally,	and	financially.	Studying	the	lives	of	many	of	history’s	most	successful	people,	I	discovered	that	they,	too,	have	experi​enced	the	gamut	of	these
outcomes	in	one	or	more	areas	of	their	lives.	But	in	the	areas	of	their	greatest	achieve​ments,	without	exception,	they	have	achieved	incredible	out​comes.	And	every	one	of	them	achieved	their	incredible	outcomes	because	they	learned	and	utilized	one	simple,	yet	incredibly	powerful,	skill.	This	skill	was	their	key	to	achiev​ing	their	impossible	dreams.
George	Washington,	Thomas	Jefferson,	Benjamin	Franklin,	Thomas	Edison,	Clara	Barton,	John	D.	Rockefeller,	Henry	Ford,	Sam	Walton,	Walt	Disney,	Bill	Gates,	Oprah	Winfrey,	and	Steven	Spielberg	are	just	a	few	of	the	people	who	have	used	it.	The	fact	is,	whenever	it	is	used,	it	ultimately	produces	incredible	outcomes.	Moreover,	incredible	outcomes
are	almost	never	achieved	without	it.	Unfortunately,	less	than	one	in	a	thousand	people	fully	utilize	it.	The	good	news	is	that	it	is	a	skill	that	can	be	easily	learned.	And	it	can	be	used	by	anyone,	regardless	of	their	background,	education,	or	IQ.	I’m	talking	about	the	skill	of	diligence.	Most	people	think	they	understand	what	diligence	means,	but	nothing
could	be	further	from	the	truth.	When	Solomon	talks	about	diligence,	he’s	talking	about	a	trait	that	is	as	rare	as	a	ten-carat	diamond.	The	reason	it’s	so	rare	is	that	true	diligence	runs	contrary	to	human	nature.	We	all	have	traits	that	are	part	of	the	human	condition.	These	traits	produce	our	natural	drives,	inclinations,	strengths,	and	weaknesses.
Diligence,	however,	is	not	one	of	them.	In	fact,	the	trait	common	to	all	humans	is	our	desire	or	drive	for	instant	gratification.	We	want	as	much	as	we	can	get,	as	fast	as	we	can	get	it,	with	as	little	effort	as	possible.	That	is	our	nature.	We	all	have	a	natural	inclination	to	follow	the	path	of	least	resistance.	Fortunately,	despite	our	natural	inclina​tion,	we
can	choose	to	follow	a	path	of	greater	resistance	and	become	diligent	in	the	pursuit	of	any	endeavor,	project,	or	goal.	And	if	you	develop	the	kind	of	diligence	that	Solomon	refers	to,	you	can	achieve	incredible	outcomes	in	any	impor​tant	area	of	your	life.	Solomon’s	Concept	of	Diligence	(It’s	Not	What	You	Think)	My	computer	dictionary	describes
diligence	as	“a	persistent	and	hard-working	effort	in	doing	something.”	I	love	the	word	“persistent”;	persistence	is	certainly	a	part	of	diligence.	“Hard-working,”	on	the	other	hand,	is	not	the	most	accurate	term	to	use	when	trying	to	understand	Solomon’s	meaning.	I’d	prefer	to	use	the	phrase	“smart-working.”	If	I	need	to	cut	down	a	tree	and	try	to	cut
it	down	with	a	hammer,	that	would	be	hard-working,	but	it	certainly	would	not	be	diligent.	It	could	take	me	hours,	even	days,	to	chop	down	a	tree	with	a	hammer.	On	the	other	hand,	if	I	use	a	chain	saw	I	might	cut	that	same	tree	down	in	minutes.	I	would	not	be	working	nearly	as	hard,	but	I’d	be	working	a	lot	smarter.	My	computer	software	lists	the
following	words	as	synonyms	of	diligence:	meticulousness,	conscientiousness,	thoroughness,	and	care​fulness.	Although	all	of	these	qualities	are	important	aspects	of	diligence,	they	do	not	fully	convey	Solomon’s	meaning.	To	fully	understand	what	Solomon	meant	by	the	word	“diligent,”	we	need	to	add	those	qualities	to	Solomon’s	words	found	in
Proverbs	20:11:	“Even	a	child	is	known	by	his	doings,	whether	his	work	be	pure	and	whether	it	be	right.”	The	key	words	here	are	“pure”	and	“right.”	Solomon	uses	the	word	“pure”	not	just	in	the	sense	of	a	moral	or	ethical	value,	but	rather	about	work	in	its	purest	form.	It’s	more	akin	to	a	mining	term	than	an	ethical	term.	Solomon’s	mines	repre​‐
sented	a	tremendous	portion	of	his	wealth;	he	often	used	mining	terms	in	his	writings.	And	if	you’re	mining	for	gold,	what	do	you	do?	You	dig	a	lot	of	dirt,	you	find	a	big	rock,	and	you	take	that	big	rock	and	subject	it	to	a	tremendous	amount	of	heat.	This	melts	all	of	the	impurities.	What’s	left	behind	is	pure	gold.	That	is	the	“pure”	side	of	diligence.	It’s
getting	down	to	investing	one’s	days,	hours,	and	minutes	in	that	which	brings	a	pure	return	on	the	time	and	effort	invested.	The	other	side	of	diligence	is	the	“right”	side.	It’s	not	just	about	working	at	something	with	persistence	and	by	working	smart.	It’s	about	doing	it	right–expeditiously,	efficiently,	and	effectively.	In	other	words,	doing	it	on	time	to
the	highest	standards	possible,	regardless	of	what	is	demanded	or	expected.	It	means	bringing	creativity,	persistence,	and	even	other	people	and	outside	resources	into	the	effort	to	achieve	an	extraordinary	outcome.	The	paper	explores	the	life	and	achievements	of	King	Solomon,	highlighting	his	unparalleled	wealth	and	wisdom.	It	emphasizes	the
importance	of	wisdom	as	Solomon's	guiding	principle,	despite	his	personal	failures,	and	encourages	readers	to	delve	into	the	characteristics	of	uncommon	achievers.	Through	a	comparison	of	wealth,	the	author	underscores	Solomon's	monumental	achievements,	particularly	in	the	context	of	his	time,	examining	how	dreamers	and	leaders	often	face
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