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From childhoods hour I have not been As others werel have not seen As others sawl could not bring My passions from a common spring From the same source I have not taken My sorrowlI could not awaken My heart to joy at the same tone And all I lovdI lovd alone Thenin my childhoodin the dawn Of a most stormy lifewas drawn From evry depth of
good and ill The mystery which binds me still From the torrent, or the fountain From the red cliff of the mountain From the sun that round me rolld In its autumn tint of gold From the lightning in the sky As it passd me flying by From the thunder, and the storm And the cloud that took the form (When the rest of Heaven was blue) Source: American
Poetry: The Nineteenth Century (1993)April 25, 2017Poetry offers solace for the lonely and a positive perspective on being alone.By Brett Fletcher Lauer & Lynn MelnickA formative moment, fixed in poets minds. By Dr Oliver Tearle (Loughborough University)Edgar Allan Poe (1809-49) was a pioneer of the short story form, but he was also an
accomplished poet. Below, weve selected ten of Poes very best poems and offered a short introduction to each of them.The Raven. Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered, weak and weary,Over many a quaint and curious volume of forgotten loreWhile I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a tapping,As of some one gently rapping,
rapping at my chamber door.Tis some visitor, I muttered, tapping at my chamber doorOnly this and nothing more.This poem had to head the list of a selection of Edgar Allan Poes best poems, really. It is the only literary work to inspire the name of a sporting team (the American Football team the Baltimore Ravens). According to Poe himself, in a later
work of literary analysis, if he hadnt had a change of heart we might well be reading a poem called, not The Raven, but The Parrot (although he may have been pulling his readers legs there).The unnamed narrator sits up late one dreary winter night, mourning the loss of his beloved, Lenore, when a raven appears at the window and speaks the
repeated single word, Nevermore. The narrator starts to view the raven as some sort of prophet. Follow the link above to read the poem in full and learn more about it. To Helen.Helen, thy beauty is to meLike those Nican barks of yore, That gently, oer a perfumed sea,The weary, way-worn wanderer boreTo his own native shore. This early poem was
first published in 1831 in Poems of Edgar A. Poe, which appeared when Poe was still in his early twenties, although Poe made a few tweaks to the poem in 1845.Poe addresses Helen of Troy, reputed to be the most beautiful woman in the classical world. But as well as such universal resonances, To Helen also has more personal links to Edgar Allan
Poes own life, and indeed the poem has been analysed in terms of its biographical associations. Jane Stanard, the mother of one of Poes childhood friends, had been the first person to encourage Poe in his writing ambitions, at a time when Poes foster-father thought he should be doing other things.To Helen was one of the first poems Poe wrote, and
he wrote it for her. Poe was most likely only a teenager when he wrote To Helen. If only we could all be so deft with a pen at such a young age! Follow the link above to read the poem in full and learn more about it. Ulalume.It was hard by the dim lake of Auber,In the misty mid region of Weirlt was down by the dank tarn of Auber,In the ghoul-haunted
woodland of Weir. Subtitled A Ballad, this longer poem shares, with The Raven, a narrator who has lost his loved one. The brooding narrator wanders the moors one October night, unaware that he is meandering in the direction of the tomb of his lost beloved. Although criticised for privileging stylish sound-effects over richness of content (by Aldous
Huxley among others, who called it, in something of a mixed review, a carapace of jewelled sound), the poem is a great one for reading aloud during the Halloween season and makes our pick of the best Halloween poems.A Dream within a Dream. Yet if hope has flown awayln a night, or in a day,In a vision, or in none,Is it therefore the less gone?All
that we see or seemls but a dream within a dream.How can we separate reality from illusion? What if, to quote from Poes poem, All that we see or seem / Is but a dream within a dream? One of Poes more famous poems, A Dream within a Dream muses on the fragility and fleetingness of everything, and asks whether anything we do has any lasting or
real effect: All that we see or seem / Is but a dream within a dream. See the link above to read this dreamy poem in full.The Bells. Keeping time, time, time,In a sort of Runic rhyme,To the tintinnabulation that so musically wellsFrom the bells, bells, bells, bells,Bells, bells, bells From the jingling and the tinkling of the bells.This poem earns its place on
this list not least because it gave us the delightful word tintinnabulation, to describe the ringing of bells. If Ulalume was a carapace of jewelled sound, The Bells is another such sonic carapace, a masterpiece of onomatopoeiaSonnetTo Science.Science! true daughter of Old Time thou art!Who alterest all things with thy peering eyes.Why preyest thou
thus upon the poets heart,Vulture, whose wings are dull realities? Poe was greatly interested in science, and among his literary achievements is a long prose-poem-cum-essay, Eureka, which is subtitled in some edition of Poes work An Essay on the Material and Spiritual Universe.In this shorter poem, a sonnet following the Shakespearean or English
rhyme scheme, Poe calls science true daughter of Old Time which alterest all things with thy peering eyes. But although Sonnet To Science may appear to be a hymn to the importance of scientific endeavour and discovery, theres a little more going on in this poem.This sonnet was written when Poe was a young Romantic poet, and it bears the
influence of John Keats, who had attacked science, in his poem Lamia, for destroying the sense of mystery and awe in the worldEldorado. In sunshine and in shadow, A knight goes in search of Eldorado, that golden paradise, in this short poem. But the knight grows old without ever finding that fabled city. And then he meets a shade which tells him
where he can find Eldorado. Follow the link above to read the full poem.The Haunted Palace.Banners yellow, glorious, golden,On its roof did float and flow(Thisall thiswas in the olden The palace of this poem is a palace of the mind, found in the monarch Thoughts dominion. This is a haunted palace because, whilst it is beautiful, it is also inhabited by
evil things, in robes of sorrow which assailed the monarchs high estate. This poem may well have had its origins in Poes own troubled life, his battle with alcoholism, and his bouts of depression.The City in the Sea.Lo! Death has reared himself a throneln a strange city lying aloneFar down within the dim West,Where the good and the bad and the
worst and the bestHave gone to their eternal rest.This is another Poe poem which was originally written when he was still in his early twenties, in 1831, but was rewritten for publication in 1845.Part Gothic poem and part fantasy, this poem tells of an underwater city ruled by Death himself: Death has reared himself a throne / In a strange city lying
alone / Far down within the dim West, / Where the good and the bad and the worst and the best / Have gone to their eternal restAnnabel Lee.Iwas a child andshewas a child,In this kingdom by the sea,But we loved with a love that was more than love With a love that the wingd seraphs of Heaven This seems like a fitting poem to conclude this list of
Poes greatest poems, since it was the last poem he completed before his untimely death in 1849.Precisely who the inspiration for the character of Annabel Lee was remains a mystery, although Poes cousin, whom he fell in love with when she was thirteen, is the leading candidate. The narrator fell in love with Annabel Lee when they were both young
and his love for her continues even after her death. Follow the link above to read the whole sorry tale.Continue to explore the life and work of Edgar Allan Poe with our celebration of his contribution to literature, our pick of his best short stories, and our exploration of his use of the short story form. Subscribe to get the latest posts sent to your email.
by Edgar Allan Poe(published 1850)Print VersionTake this kiss upon the brow!And, in parting from you now,Thus much let me avow --You are not wrong, who deemThat my days have been a dream;Yet if hope has flown awayIn a night, or in a day,In a vision, or in none,Is it therefore the less gone?All that we see or seemls but a dream within a dream. I
stand amid the roarOf a surf-tormented shore,And I hold within my handGrains of the golden sand --How few! yet how they creepThrough my fingers to the deep,While I weep -- while I weep!O God! can I not graspThem with a tighter clasp?O God! can I not saveOne from the pitiless wave?Is all that we see or seemBut a dream within a dream?Short
story by Edgar Allan Poe published 1841This article is about the short story. For other uses, see Rue Morgue."The Murders in the Rue Morgue"Short story by Edgar Allan PoeFacsimile of Poe's original manuscript for "The Murders in the Rue Morgue"Text available at WikisourceCountryUnited StatesLanguageEnglishGenre(s)Detective fictionShort
storyPublicationPublished inGraham's MagazineMedia typePrint (Magazine)Publication dateApril 1841"The Murders in the Rue Morgue" is a short story by Edgar Allan Poe published in Graham's Magazine in 1841. It has been described as the first modern detective story;[1][2] Poe referred to it as one of his "tales of ratiocination".[1]C. Auguste
Dupin is a man in Paris who solves the mystery of the brutal murder of two women. Numerous witnesses heard a suspect, though no one agrees on what language was spoken. At the murder scene, Dupin finds a hair that does not appear to be human.As the first fictional detective, Poe's Dupin displays many traits which became literary conventions in
subsequent fictional detectives, including Sherlock Holmes and Hercule Poirot. Many later characters, for example, follow Poe's model of the brilliant detective, his personal friend who serves as narrator, and the final revelation being presented before the reasoning that leads up to it. Dupin himself reappears in "The Mystery of Marie Rogt" and "The
Purloined Letter".The unnamed narrator opens with a lengthy commentary on the nature and practice of analytical reasoning, then describes the circumstances under which he first met Dupin during a visit to Paris. The two share rooms in a dilapidated old mansion and allow no visitors, having cut off all contact with past acquaintances and venturing
outside only at night. One evening, Dupin demonstrates his analytical prowess by deducing the narrator's thoughts about a particular stage actor, based on clues gathered from the narrator's previous words and actions.Dupin and the narrator read the newspaper accounts of a baffling double murder. Madame L'Espanaye and her daughter Camille
have been found dead at their home in the Rue Morgue, a fictional street in Paris. The mother was found in a yard behind the house, with multiple broken bones and her throat so deeply cut that her head fell off when the body was moved. Camille was found strangled to death and stuffed upside down into a chimney, wedged so tightly that it took the
strength of several men to pull her loose. The murders occurred in a fourth-floor room that was locked from the inside; on the floor were found a bloody straight razor, bloody tufts of gray hair, and two bags of gold coins. Several witnesses reported hearing two voices at the time of the murder, one male and French, but disagreed on the language
spoken by the other. The speech was unclear, and all witnesses claimed not to know the language the second voice was speaking.A bank clerk named Adolphe Le Bon, who had delivered the gold coins to the ladies the day before, is arrested even though there is no other evidence linking him to the crime. Remembering a service that Le Bon once
performed for him, Dupin offers his assistance to "G", the prefect of police.Because none of the witnesses can agree on the language of the second voice, Dupin concludes they were not hearing a human voice at all. He and the narrator examine the house thoroughly; Dupin dismisses the idea of Le Bon's guilt and a robbery motive, citing the fact that
the gold was not taken. He points out that the murderer would have had to have superhuman strength to force Camille's body up the chimney. He formulates a method by which the murderer could have entered the room and killed both women, involving an agile climb up a lightning rod and a leap to a set of open window shutters. Showing an unusual
tuft of hair from the scene, Dupin concludes that an "Ourang-Outang" (orangutan) killed the women. He places an advertisement in the newspaper asking if anyone has lost such an animal, and a sailor arrives looking for it.Illustration by Daniel Vierge of "The Murders in the Rue Morgue", 1870The sailor offers a reward, but Dupin is interested only in
learning the circumstances behind the two murders. The sailor explains that he captured the orangutan while in Borneo and brought it back to Paris, intending to sell it, but had trouble keeping it under control. When he saw the orangutan attempting to shave its face with his straight razor, imitating his morning grooming, it fled into the streets and
reached the Rue Morgue, where it climbed up and into the house. The orangutan seized the mother by the hair and was waving the razor, imitating a barber; when she screamed in fear, it flew into a rage, ripped her hair out, slashed her throat, and strangled Camille. The sailor climbed up the lightning rod in an attempt to catch the animal, and the
two voices heard by witnesses belonged to it and him. Fearing punishment by its master, the orangutan threw the mother's body out the window and stuffed Camille into the chimney before fleeing.The sailor sells the orangutan, Le Bon is released from custody, and an embarrassed G sarcastically remarks that people should mind their own business.
Dupin comments to the narrator that G is "somewhat too cunning to be profound", but admires his ability "de nier ce qui est, et d'expliquer ce qui n'est pas" (a quote from Julie; or, The New Heloise by Jean-Jacques Rousseau: "to deny that which is, and explain that which is not").The moment Dupin questions the sailor about the murders. Illustration
by Byam Shaw for a London edition dated 1909 with caption "The sailor's face flushed up; he started to his feet and grasped his cudgel".In a letter to friend Joseph Snodgrass, Poe said of "The Murders in the Rue Morgue", "its theme was the exercise of ingenuity in detecting a murderer".[3] Dupin is not a professional detective; he decides to
investigate the murders in the Rue Morgue for his personal amusement. He also has a desire for truth and to prove a falsely accused man innocent. His interests are not financial and he even declines a monetary reward from the owner of the orangutan.[4] The revelation of the actual murderer removes the crime, as neither the orangutan nor its
owner can be held responsible.[5] Poe scholar Arthur Hobson Quinn speculates that later detective stories might have set up M. Le Bon, the suspect who is arrested, as appearing guilty as a red herring, though Poe chose not to.[6]Poe wrote "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" at a time when crime was at the forefront in people's minds due to urban
development. London had recently established its first professional police force and American cities were beginning to focus on scientific police work as newspapers reported murders and criminal trials.[1] "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" continues an urban theme that was used several times in Poe's fiction, in particular "The Man of the Crowd",
likely inspired by Poe's time living in Philadelphia.[7]The tale has an underlying metaphor for the battle of brains vs. brawn. Physical strength, depicted as the orangutan as well as its owner, stand for violence: the orangutan is a murderer, while its owner admits he has abused the animal with a whip. The analyst's brainpower overcomes their
violence.[8] The story also contains Poe's often-used theme of the death of a beautiful woman, which he called the "most poetical topic in the world".[9][10]Poe defines Dupin's method, ratiocination, using the example of a card player: "the extent of information obtained; lies not so much in the validity of the inference as in the quality of the
observation".[11][12] Poe then provides a narrative example where Dupin explains how he knew the narrator was thinking about the actor Chantilly.[13][14] Dupin then applies his method to the solving of this crime.Dupin's method emphasizes the importance of reading and the written word. The newspaper accounts pique his curiosity; he learns
about orangutans from a written account by "Cuvier" likely Georges Cuvier, the French zoologist. This method also engages the reader, who follows along by reading the clues himself.[15] Poe also emphasizes the power of the spoken word. When Dupin asks the sailor for information about the murders, the sailor himself acts out a partial death: "The
sailor's face flushed up as if he were struggling with suffocation... the next moment he fell back into his seat, trembling violently, and with the countenance of death itself".[16]Illustration by Aubrey Beardsley of "The Murders in the Rue Morgue", 1895Poe biographer Jeffrey Meyers sums up the significance of "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" by
saying it "changed the history of world literature".[2] Often cited as the first detective fiction story, the character of Dupin became the prototype for many future fictional detectives, including Arthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes and Agatha Christie's Hercule Poirot. The genre is distinctive from a general mystery story in that the focus is on
analysis.[17] Poe's role in the creation of the detective story is reflected in the Edgar Awards, given annually by the Mystery Writers of America.[18]"The Murders in the Rue Morgue" also established many tropes that would become common elements in mystery fiction: the eccentric but brilliant detective, the bumbling constabulary, the first-person
narration by a close personal friend. Poe also portrays the police in an unsympathetic manner as a sort of foil to the detective.[19] Poe also initiates the storytelling device where the detective announces his solution and then explains the reasoning leading up to it.[20] It is also the first locked room mystery in detective fiction.[21] On the other hand,
unlike many detective stories that followed, Poe's story does not allow the reader to plausibly deduce the solution before it is revealed; the readers are unlikely to include an orangutan on their list of potential suspects.[22]Upon its release, "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" and its author were praised for the creation of a new profound novelty.[9] The
Pennsylvania Inquirer printed that "it proves Mr Poe to be a man of genius... with an inventive power and skill, of which we know no parallel".[21] Poe, however, downplayed his achievement in a letter to Philip Pendleton Cooke:[23]These tales of ratiocination owe most of their popularity to being something in a new key. I do not mean to say that they
are not ingenious but people think them more ingenious than they are on account of their method and air of method. In the "Murders in the Rue Morgue", for instance, where is the ingenuity in unraveling a web which you yourself... have woven for the express purpose of unraveling?"[3]The word detective did not exist at the time Poe wrote "The
Murders in the Rue Morgue",[9] though there were other stories that featured similar problem-solving characters. Das Frulein von Scuderi (1819), by E. T. A. Hoffmann, in which Mlle. de Scuderi, a kind of 19th-century Miss Marple, establishes the innocence of the police's favorite suspect in the murder of a jeweler, is sometimes cited as the first
detective story.[24] Other forerunners include Voltaire's Zadig (1748), with a main character who performs similar feats of analysis,[1] themselves borrowed from The Three Princes of Serendip, an Italian rendition of Amir Khusro's "Hasht-Bihisht".[25]Poe may also have been expanding on previous analytical works of his own including the essay on
"Maelzel's Chess Player" and the comedic "Three Sundays in a Week".[21] As for the twist in the plot, Poe was likely inspired by the crowd reaction to an orangutan on display at the Masonic Hall in Philadelphia in July 1839.[2] Poe might have picked up some of the relevant biological knowledge from collaborating with Thomas Wyatt,[26] with Poe
furthermore linking "his narrative with the subject of evolution, especially the studies done by Cuvier",[27] possibly also influenced by the studies conducted by Lord Monboddo,[28] though it has been argued that Poe's information was "more literary than scientific".[29]The name of the main character may have been inspired from the "Dupin"
character in a series of stories first published in Burton's Gentleman's Magazine in 1828 called "Unpublished passages in the Life of Vidocq, the French Minister of Police".[30] Poe would likely have known the story, which features an analytical man who discovers a murderer, though the two plots share little resemblance. Murder victims in both
stories, however, have their neck cut so badly that the head is almost entirely removed from the body.[31] Dupin actually mentions Vidocq by name, dismissing him as "a good guesser".[32]The Prose Romances of Edgar A. Poe, No. I, William H. Graham, Philadelphia, 1843Poe wrote the short story in Philadelphia, where he resided at various locations
from 1838 to 1844.[33][34]Poe originally titled the story "The Murders in the Rue Trianon-Bas"[35] but renamed it to better associate with death.[36] "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" first appeared in Graham's Magazine in April 1841 while Poe was working as an editor. He was paid an additional $56 (equivalent to $1,707 in 2024) for it an
unusually high figure; he was paid only $9 (equivalent to $304 in 2024) for "The Raven" in 1845.[37] In 1843, Poe had the idea to print a series of pamphlets with his stories entitled The Prose Romances of Edgar A. Poe. He printed only one, "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" oddly collected with the satirical "The Man That Was Used Up". It sold for 12
and a half cents.[38] This version included 52 changes from the original text from Graham's, including the new line: "The Prefect is somewhat too cunning to be profound", a change from the original "too cunning to be acute".[39] "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" was also reprinted in Wiley & Putnam's collection of Poe's stories simply called Tales.
Poe did not take part in selecting which tales would be collected.[40]Poe's sequel to "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" was "The Mystery of Marie Rogt", first serialized in December 1842 and January 1843. Though subtitled "A Sequel to 'The Murders in the Rue Morgue'", "The Mystery of Marie Rogt" shares very few common elements with "The
Murders in the Rue Morgue" beyond the inclusion of C. Auguste Dupin and the Paris setting.[41] Dupin reappeared in "The Purloined Letter", which Poe called "perhaps the best of my tales of ratiocination" in a letter to James Russell Lowell in July 1844.[42]The original manuscript of "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" which was used for its first
printing in Graham's Magazine was discarded in a wastebasket. An apprentice at the office, J. M. Johnston, retrieved it and left it with his father for safekeeping. It was left in a music book, where it survived three house fires before being bought by George William Childs. In 1891, Childs presented the manuscript, re-bound with a letter explaining its
history, to Drexel University.[43] Childs had also donated $650 (equivalent to $18,612 in 2024) for the completion of Edgar Allan Poe's new grave monument in Baltimore, Maryland in 1875.[44]"The Murders in the Rue Morgue" was one of the earliest of Poe's works to be translated into French. Between June 11 and June 13, 1846, a translation titled
"Un meurtre sans exemple dans les Fastes de la Justice" was published in La Quotidienne, a Paris newspaper. It was signed "G. B.", with Poe's name not mentioned. Many details were changed; the street "Rue Morgue" became "rue de 1'Ouest", while "Dupin" became "Bernier".[45] On October 12, 1846, another uncredited translation, renamed "Une
Sanglante Enigme", was published in Le Commerce. The editor of Le Commerce was accused of plagiarizing the story from La Quotidienne. The accusation went to trial and the public discussion brought Poe's name to the attention of the French public.[45]"The Murders in the Rue Morgue" has been adapted into several films. At least four films of the
early silent era borrowed from "The Murders in the Rue Morgue". One was Sherlock Holmes in the Great Murder Mystery (1908) in which an escaped gorilla attacks and kills a young woman in her home. In 1914 a film promoted as a three-reel "comedy-drama" titled The Phantom Thief involves a monkey stealing a pearl necklace. Other films from the
era where an ape-like creature murders or is convicted of murder include Who Killed Olga Carew? (1913) and The Orang-Outang (1915).[46] A film adaptation of the story came out in 1914 starring Paul Clemons. The film was later released as The Mystery of the Rue Morgue.[46]Director Robert Florey first mentioned the story "Murders in the Rue
Morgue" to Universal Studios in March 1930,[47] at which time Dracula was on release and Frankenstein (1931) was in pre-production, so planning an adaptation of Poe's story did not begin until 1931.[48] The film starred Bela Lugosi leading much of Poe's story changed to accommodate for him; Florey said he "had to strengthen and lengthen the
Poe short story" and that he "added numerous characters".[49] According to the book Universal Horrors, Murders in the Rue Morgue's critical reception on its release was "harsh".[50] Later adaptations of "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" include Phantom of the Rue Morgue (1954), a color 3D film that was produced by Warner Bros.[51][52] Gordon
Hessler directed a 1971 adaptation of Murders in the Rue Morgue,[53] which is closer to being an adaptation of Phantom of the Opera than of Poe's tale. According to Hessler, "the problem with the original story, which is a mystery where the 'monkey' did it, was not the kind of story you could do anymore".[51] A 1986 television adaptation of the
story was directed by Jeannot Szwarc and stars George C. Scott as Auguste Dupin.[51] In the 2023 Netflix miniseries The Fall of the House of Usher, Auguste Dupin is reimagined as an Assistant United States Attorney. The third episode of the series is titled "Murder in the Rue Morgue" and features a character, Camille L'Espanaye, being killed by a
chimpanzee in a medical testing facility nicknamed the "Rue Morgue".[citation needed]In 1975, the story was adapted as a radio play on the CBS Radio Mystery Theater hosted by E. G. Marshall.[54]The story has also been adapted as a video game by Big Fish Games for their "Dark Tales" franchise, under the title "Dark Tales: Edgar Allan Poe's
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public domain audiobook at LibriVoxHistory of publications at the Edgar Allan Poe Society onlineRetrieved from " CrewSoundtrackEdgar Allan Poe was born on January 19, 1809, in Boston, Massachusetts.His father, named David Poe Jr., and his mother, named Elizabeth ArnoldHopkins Poe, were touring actors. Both parents died in 1811, and
Poebecame an orphan before he was 3 years old. He was adopted by JohnAllan, a tobacco merchant in Richmond, Virginia, and was sent to aboarding school in London, England. He later attended the University ofVirginia for one year, but dropped out and ran up massive gamblingdebts after spending all of his tuition money. John Allan broke offPoe's
engagement to his fiance Sarah Royster. Poe was heartbroken,traumatized, and broke. He had no way out and enlisted in the army inMay of 1827. At the same time Poe published his first book, "Tamerlaneand Other Poems" (1827). In 1829, he became a West Point cadet, but wasdismissed after 6 months for disobedience. By that time he published"Al
Aaraf" (1929) and "Poems by Edgar A. Poe" (1831), with the fundscontributed by his fellow cadets. His early poetry, though written inthe manner of Lord Byron, already shows the musical effects of hisverses.Poe moved in with his widowed aunt, Maria Clemm, and her teenagedaughter, Virginia Eliza Clemm, whom he married before she was 14
yearsold. He earned respect as a critic and writer. In his essays "ThePoetic Principle" and "The Philosophy of Composition," Poe formulatedimportant literary theories. But his career suffered from hiscompulsive behavior and from alcoholism. He did produce, however, aconstant flow of highly musical poems, of which "The Raven" (1845) and"The
Bells" (1849) are the finest examples. Among his masterful shortstories are "Ligeia" (1838), "The Fall of the House of Usher"(1839) and"The Masque of the Red Death". Following his own theory of creating "acertain unique or single effect", Poe invented the genre of thedetective story. His works: "The Murder in the Rue Morgue" (1841) isprobably the
first detective story ever published.Just when his life began to settle, Poe was devastated by the death ofhis wife Virginia in 1847. Two years later he returned to Richmond andresumed a relationship with his former fiance, Sarah Royster, who, bythat time, was a widow. But shortly after their happy reconciliation hewas found unconscious on a street
in Baltimore. Poe was taken to theWashington College Hospital where Doctor John Moran diagnosed "lesionson the brain" (the Doctor believed Poe was mugged). He died 4 dayslater, briefly coming in and out of consciousness, just to whisper hislast words, "Lord, help my poor soul." The real cause of his death isstill unknown and his death certificate
has disappeared. Poe's criticand personal enemy, named Rufus Griswold, published an insultingobituary; later he visited Poe's home and took away all of the writer'smanuscripts (which he never returned), and published his "Memoir" ofPoe, in which he forged a madman image of the writer.The name of the woman in Poe's poem "Annabel Lee" was
used by Vladimir Nabokovin 'Lolita' as the name for Humbert's first love, Annabelle Leigh.Nabokov also used in 'Lolita' some phrases borrowed from the poem ofEdgar Allan Poe. "The Fall of the House of Usher" was set to music byClaude Debussy as an opera. Sergei Rachmaninoff created a musical tribute to Poe by makinghis favorite poem "The
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childhood's hour I have not beenAs others were -- I have not seenAs others saw -- I could not bringMy passions from a common spring --From the same source I have not takenMy sorrow -- I could not awakenMy heart to joy at the same tone --And all I lov'd -- I lov'd alone --Then -- in my childhood -- in the dawnOf a most stormy life -- was drawnFrom
ev'ry depth of good and illThe mystery which binds me still --From the torrent, or the fountain --From the red cliff of the mountain --From the sun that 'round me roll'dIn its autumn tint of gold --From the lightning in the skyAs it pass'd me flying by --From the thunder, and the storm --And the cloud that took the form(When the rest of Heaven was
blue)Of a demon in my view -- NOTES:Poe wrote this poem in the autograph album of Lucy Holmes, later Lucy Holmes Balderston. The poem was never printed during Poe's lifetime. It was first published by E. L. Didier in Scribner's Monthly for September of 1875, in the form of a facsimile. The facsimile, however, included the addition of a title and
date not on the original manuscript. That title was "Alone," which has remained. Doubts about its authenticity, in part inspired by this manipulation, have since been calmed. The poem is now seen as one of Poe's most revealing works.- source: . by Edgar Allan Poe(published 1849)Print VersionIt was many and many a year ago, In a kingdom by the
sea, That a maiden there lived whom you may know By the name of ANNABEL LEE;-- And this maiden she lived with no other thought Than to love and be loved by me. She was a child and I was a child, In this kingdom by the sea, But we loved with a love that was more than love-- I and my Annabel Lee-- With a love that the winged seraphs of heaven
Coveted her and me. And this was the reason that, long ago, In this kingdom by the sea, A wind blew out of a cloud by night Chilling my Annabel Lee; So that her high-born kinsman came And bore her away from me, To shut her up in a sepulchre In this kingdom by the sea. The angels, not half so happy in Heaven, Went envying her and me:-- Yes! that
was the reason (as all men know, In this kingdom by the sea) That the wind came out of a cloud, chilling And killing my Annabel Lee. But our love it was stronger by far than the love Of those who were older than we-- Of many far wiser than we- And neither the angels in Heaven above, Nor the demons down under the sea, Can ever dissever my soul
from the soul Of the beautiful Annabel Lee:-- For the moon never beams without bringing me dreams Of the beautiful Annabel Lee; And the stars never rise but I see the bright eyes Of the beautiful Annabel Lee; And so, all the night-tide, I lie down by the side Of my darling, my darling, my life and my bride, In her sepulchre there by the sea-- In her
tomb by the side of the sea. This is not a complete list of works by Poe. These are my favorite stories and ones I feel should be read by more people. If you can't decide which story to read first, try browsing the summaries. The year in parenthesis is the year the text was published, not the year Poe actually wrote the story. Many of Poe's stories were
published several times and some were not published until after he died. Check the timeline for more information about dates. Vocabulary Words and Definitions Poe used a lot of great words. Each story has linked words you can click or tap, and a definition or more information will appear. If you use the "print this page" link, all words and definitions
are listed at the end. "The Angel of the Odd" (1844) Comedy about being drunk"The Balloon Hoax" (1844) Newspaper story about balloon travel"Berenice" (1835) Horror story about teeth"The Black Cat" (1845) Horror story about a cat"The Cask of Amontillado" (1846) A story of revenge"A Descent Into The Maelstrom" (1845) Man vs. Nature,
Adventure Story"Eleonora" (1850) A love story"The Facts in the Case of M. Valdemar" (1845) Talking with a dead man"The Fall of the House of Usher" (1839) An old house and its secrets"The Gold Bug" (1843) A search for pirate treasure"Hop-Frog" (1849) A midget seeks revenge"The Imp of the Perverse" (1850) Procrastination and confession"The
Island of the Fay" (1850) A poetic discussion"Ligeia" (1838) A haunting supernatural tale"The Man of the Crowd" (1845) How to follow someone"Manuscript Found in a Bottle" (1833) Adventure at sea"The Masque of the Red Death" (1850) The horror of the plague"Mesmeric Revelation" (1849) Conversation with a hypnotized dying man"The Murders
in the Rue Morgue" (1841) A detective story"The Mystery of Marie Roget" (1845) A detective story"Never Bet the Devil Your Head" (1850) A comedy with a moral"The Oblong Box" (1844) What's in the box??"The Oval Portrait" (1850) A tragic love story"The Pit and the Pendulum" (1850) A torture chamber"The Premature Burial" (1850) About being
buried alive"The Purloined Letter" (1845) A detective story"Silence - A Fable" (1838) A dream"Some Words With a Mummy" (1850) A mummy speaks"The Spectacles" (1850) A great little comedy about love at first sight"The System of Dr. Tarr and Prof. Fether" (1856) Inside an insane asylum"The Tell-Tale Heart" (1843) A murderer's guilt"William
Wilson" (1842) Identical twins or something else? Looking for The Raven or other poems? Try the Poetry Page. While the focus of this site is Poe's short stories, I wanted to include a few of his poems because of their beauty and significance. I may include more of them in the future. If you want to browse all of Poe's poetry, there are several resources
on the links page. Vocabulary Words and Definitions Poe used a lot of great words. Most poems have linked words you can click or tap, and a definition or more information will appear. If you use the "print this page" link, all words and definitions are listed at the end. "Alone" (1875) "Annabel Lee" (1849) "The Bells" (1849) "The City in the Sea" (1831)
"The Conqueror Worm" (1843) "Dream-Land" (1844) "A Dream Within A Dream" (1850) "Eldorado" (1849) "For Annie" (1849) "The Haunted Palace" (1839) "Lenore" (1845) "The Raven" (1845) "The Sleeper" (1831) "Sonnet - To Science" (1845) "Spirits of the Dead" (1829) "To The River" (1829) "A Valentine" (1850) "The Valley of Unrest" (1845)
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Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1911. (Revised and expanded in 1917.) (This edition contains several poems which are no longer attributed to Poe.) Share copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The
licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike If you remix, transform, or build
upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where
your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Edgar Allan Poe was a complex and fascinating figure, both as a writer
and as a person. Edgar Allan Poe was a prominent American author, poet, and literary critic, born on January 19, 1809, in Boston, Massachusetts. Poe is known for his works of horror, mystery, and suspense, as well as his pioneering role in the development of the modern detective story. Some of his most famous works include "The Raven," "The Tell-
Tale Heart," and "The Fall of the House of Usher." Edgar Allan Poe was a master of macabre and suspenseful poetry. Some of his most famous poems include: "The Raven" - This is perhaps Poe's most well-known poem, telling the story of a man haunted by a raven who repeats the phrase "nevermore." "Annabel Lee" - A hauntingly beautiful poem
about the death of a young woman, believed to be inspired by Poe's wife Virginia. "The Bells" - A poem that describes the different sounds of bells and the emotions they evoke, from the joyous pealing of wedding bells to the mournful tolling of funeral bells. "Ulalume" - A poem about a man who wanders through the woods on the anniversary of his
lover's death, haunted by the memory of her. "The Haunted Palace" - A poem about a once-beautiful palace that has become haunted and fallen into ruin. "The Conqueror Worm" - A dark poem about the inevitability of death, personified as a "Conqueror Worm." "To Helen" - A poem in which Poe addresses the beauty and inspiration he finds in a
woman named Helen. "Eldorado" - A poem about a knight's quest for the legendary city of gold, Eldorado, and the futility of his search. "The City in the Sea" - A poem about a sunken city ruled by Death, where the "ghouls" and "ghosts" wander. "A Dream Within a Dream" - A poem about the transience of life and the illusory nature of reality. Edgar
Allan Poe Books Edgar Allan Poe was a prominent American author, poet, and literary critic in the 19th century. He is considered one of the fathers of the modern detective story and a master of horror and suspense. Here are some of his most well-known books: "The Raven and Other Poems" - A collection of Poe's most famous poems, including "The
Raven," "Annabel Lee," and "The Bells." "Tales of the Grotesque and Arabesque" - A collection of Poe's short stories, including "The Fall of the House of Usher," "The Masque of the Red Death," and "The Murders in the Rue Morgue." "The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym of Nantucket" - A novel about a young man's journey to the South Pole and the
horrors he encounters along the way. "The Gold Bug and Other Tales" - A collection of Poe's short stories, including "The Gold Bug," "The Black Cat," and "The Pit and the Pendulum." "The Works of Edgar Allan Poe" - A complete collection of Poe's poems, short stories, and essays, including "The Raven," "The Tell-Tale Heart," and "The Philosophy of
Composition." "The Murders in the Rue Morgue and Other Tales" - A collection of Poe's short stories, including "The Murders in the Rue Morgue," "The Mystery of Marie Rogt," and "The Purloined Letter." "Eureka: A Prose Poem" - A non-fiction work in which Poe presents his cosmological and philosophical theories on the universe. "The Cask of
Amontillado and Other Tales" - A collection of Poe's short stories, including "The Cask of Amontillado," "The Facts in the Case of M. Valdemar," and "The Oval Portrait." "The Portable Edgar Allan Poe" - A selection of Poe's most famous works, including poems, short stories, and critical essays. "Complete Tales and Poems of Edgar Allan Poe" - A
comprehensive collection of all of Poe's works, including his poetry, short stories, essays, and novels. Edgar Allan Poe Quotes Edgar Allan Poe was known for his eloquent and poetic language, as well as his dark and mysterious themes. Here are some of his most famous quotes: "All that we see or seem is but a dream within a dream." "Deep into that
darkness peering, long I stood there, wondering, fearing, doubting, dreaming dreams no mortal ever dared to dream before." "I became insane, with long intervals of horrible sanity." "The death of a beautiful woman is unquestionably the most poetical topic in the world." "I have great faith in fools - self-confidence, my friends call it." "Words have no
power to impress the mind without the exquisite horror of their reality." "Believe nothing you hear, and only one half that you see." "There is no exquisite beauty without some strangeness in the proportion." "Those who dream by day are cognizant of many things which escape those who dream only by night." "Never to suffer would never to have been
blessed." Details About Edgar Allan Poe Poe had a troubled personal life, marked by financial struggles, alcoholism, and the loss of several loved ones, including his wife Virginia, who died of tuberculosis at a young age. Poe died in mysterious circumstances in Baltimore, Maryland, on October 7, 1849, at the age of 40. Despite his relatively short
career, Poe's literary contributions had a significant impact on American and world literature, and he is widely considered one of the greatest and most influential writers in the horror and detective genres. His works continue to be celebrated and adapted in various forms, from films to TV series to theatrical productions. Here are some additional
details about his life and work: Childhood: Poe was born to traveling actors and orphaned at a young age when his mother died of tuberculosis. He was taken in by John Allan, a wealthy tobacco merchant, but their relationship was strained, and Poe was later disowned by Allan. Education: Poe attended the University of Virginia, but his gambling debts
and conflicts with his foster father led to him dropping out after only one semester. He later attended West Point Military Academy but was expelled for neglecting his duties and disobeying orders. Literary Career: Poe began his literary career as a critic, working for various magazines and newspapers. He also published his own poetry and short
stories, which garnered attention for their dark, mysterious themes and intricate plots. Some of his most famous works, including "The Raven" and "The Tell-Tale Heart," were published in the mid-1800s. Personal Life: Poe had a tumultuous personal life, marked by financial struggles, alcoholism, and the loss of several loved ones, including his wife
Virginia, who died of tuberculosis. He was known for his erratic behavior and was often involved in public disputes with other writers and critics. Legacy: Despite his relatively short career, Poe's literary contributions had a significant impact on American and world literature. He is widely considered one of the greatest and most influential writers in
the horror and detective genres. His works continue to be celebrated and adapted in various forms, from films to TV series to theatrical productions. Overall, Edgar Allan Poe was a brilliant and enigmatic figure, whose work continues to captivate and intrigue readers more than a century after his death.
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