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0	Anaphora:	delivering	powerful	speeches	with	a	few	simple	words.	Though	certainly	not	new	to	the	art	of	rhetoric,	anaphora	has	been	proven	to	add	a	persuasive	vigor	to	public	speaking.More	than	just	a	literary	device,	it	can	be	used	as	a	tool	to	draw	attention	to	the	speaker’s	words	and	encourage	the	audience	to	become	more	engaged	in	the
message.So,	what	is	anaphora	and	how	can	we	make	the	most	of	it	in	public	speaking?Let's	dive	deeper	and	uncover	the	secrets	of	this	powerful	technique,	so	you	can	craft	effective	and	persuasive	presentations	that	invite	your	audience	to	listen.Quick	Insight	into	Key	PointsAnaphora	is	a	figure	of	speech	in	which	words	are	repeated	at	the	beginning
of	successive	clauses	or	phrases	for	emphasis.In	public	speaking,	using	anaphora	helps	to	create	a	rhythm	and	draw	attention	to	important	points	you	want	your	audience	to	remember.What	is	Anaphora	in	Public	Speaking?Anaphora	is	a	rhetorical	device	in	which	the	same	word	or	phrase	is	repeated	at	the	beginning	of	consecutive	sentences	or
phrases.This	repetition	provides	emphasis	and	power	to	the	speaker's	words,	and	can	be	found	in	literature,	poetry,	and	speech.	The	use	of	anaphora	can	evoke	emotion,	enhance	dramatic	effect,	signal	shifts	in	thought	or	mood,	or	simply	draw	out	a	message	for	greater	impact.Anaphora	has	been	used	for	centuries	as	an	effective	tool	to	communicate
ideas	to	an	audience.While	it	can	be	used	to	great	effect,	there	are	also	a	few	critics	who	argue	that	overuse	of	anaphora	may	cause	listeners	to	become	bored.	They	state	that	if	the	same	phrase	is	repeated	too	many	times	it	will	lose	its	force,	diluting	the	impact	of	the	words	and	diminishing	their	effectiveness.However,	this	criticism	overlooks	the	fact
that	when	used	strategically	and	judiciously,	anaphora	can	add	depth	and	create	hypnotic	rhythm	which	draws	in	listeners	and	helps	them	more	deeply	grasp	a	speaker's	point.Ultimately,	if	used	carefully	and	not	overused,	anaphora	is	a	powerful	rhetorical	device	capable	of	deepening	connections	with	audiences.In	public	speaking,	anaphora	can	help
speakers	drive	home	a	serious	point,	use	vivid	examples,	or	emphasize	a	key	idea.	Anaphora	can	provide	structure,	clarity,	and	power	to	a	speech	by	making	a	message	memorable	in	the	minds	of	listeners.The	power	of	anaphora	lies	in	its	ability	to	appeal	to	the	emotions	of	your	audience	and	help	them	remember	the	most	important	points	from	your
speech.	By	repeating	particular	words	or	phrases,	you	give	those	words	emphasis	and	make	them	stand	out	during	your	presentation.Anaphora	can	also	add	depth	and	layer	to	an	argument	by	making	your	speech	more	compelling	and	engaging	for	listeners.At	the	same	time,	there	are	potential	drawbacks	to	using	anaphora	when	giving	speeches.	If
utilized	too	frequently,	anaphora	can	become	monotonous	and	quickly	lose	its	impact.	This	repetition	may	also	be	distracting	for	some	listeners	who	may	become	overwhelmed	trying	to	follow	along	with	the	speech.Therefore,	it	is	important	for	public	speakers	to	use	anaphora	strategically	and	thoughtfully	when	crafting	their	presentation.	When	used
thoughtfully	and	skillfully,	anaphora	can	vastly	increase	a	speaker's	persuasive	capabilities	when	addressing	large	audiences.By	considering	the	advantages	and	risks	associated	with	using	anaphora	in	public	speaking,	speakers	can	effectively	create	persuasive	talks	by	emphasizing	key	points	or	emotion-filled	stories	that	will	be	remembered	long
after	the	speech	has	concluded.The	next	section	will	cover	examples	of	how	speakers	can	use	anaphora	in	their	presentations	to	capture	their	audience’s	attention	and	provide	memorable	lessons	that	leave	lasting	impressions.Anaphora	is	one	of	the	most	commonly	used	rhetorical	devices,	alongside	metaphors	and	similes.Studies	have	shown	that
using	anaphora	in	public	speaking	can	increase	audience	engagement	and	improve	information	retention.Anaphora	is	often	used	in	political	speeches,	with	politicians	frequently	repeating	a	specific	phrase	or	slogan	to	make	a	point	or	elicit	an	emotional	response.Anaphora	is	also	used	in	advertising,	with	companies	often	repeating	a	tagline	or	phrase
to	create	brand	recognition	and	promote	their	products	or	services.Examples	of	Anaphora	in	Public	SpeakingAnaphora	is	a	powerful	rhetorical	device	that	can	leave	a	lasting	impact	on	an	audience	–	but	only	if	used	correctly.	The	most	common	type	of	anaphora	is	repeating	the	same	word	or	phrase	at	the	beginning	of	successive	phrases,	clauses,
sentences,	and	even	paragraphs	to	emphasize	the	point	you’re	trying	to	make.It’s	important	to	pay	close	attention	to	tone,	language	choice,	length	of	sentences	and	the	overall	flow	of	your	speech	when	using	anaphora,	as	poor	use	can	be	detrimental	to	your	message.An	example	of	effective	anaphora	comes	from	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.,	who	famously
said:	“We	cannot	walk	alone…	We	must	make	the	pledge	that	we	shall	always	march	ahead…	We	cannot	turn	back…	We	cannot	be	satisfied.”	Here,	Dr.	King	uses	repetition	to	drive	home	his	call	for	civil	rights	and	serves	as	a	reminder	of	the	long	fight	for	justice	many	communities	still	experience	today.Anaphora	underscored	the	urgency	for	change
in	the	text	of	his	speech:	“Now	is	the	time	to	make	real	the	promises	of	democracy.	Now	is	the	time	to	rise	from	the	dark	and	desolate	valley	of	segregation	to	the	sunlit	path	of	racial	justice.	Now	is	the	time	to	lift	our	nation	from	the	quicksands	of	racial	injustice	to	the	solid	rock	of	brotherhood.	Now	is	the	time	to	make	justice	a	reality”.Charles
Dickens:	The	famous	opening	lines	to	the	author’s	A	Tale	of	Two	Cities	are:	“It	was	the	best	of	times,	it	was	the	worst	of	times,	it	was	the	age	of	wisdom,	it	was	the	age	of	foolishness,	it	was	the	epoch	of	belief,	it	was	the	epoch	of	incredulity,	it	was	the	season	of	light,	it	was	the	season	of	darkness,	it	was	the	spring	of	hope,	it	was	the	winter	of	despair.”
The	benefits	of	using	anaphora	should	not	be	overlooked	–	it	can	emphasize	a	speaker’s	main	point	or	drive	home	an	opinion	in	a	powerful	way.	Moving	forward,	we	will	look	at	some	of	these	benefits	in	more	detail.Benefits	of	Using	AnaphoraUtilizing	anaphora	strategically	in	public	speaking	can	be	a	powerful	tool,	offering	multiple	key	benefits	to	the
speaker.	Chiefly,	anaphora	gives	the	speaker	greater	control	of	the	audience's	attention,	allowing	them	to	focus	on	repeated	phrases	and	evoke	a	desired	emotional	response.Moreover,	using	anaphora	can	boost	memorability	as	listeners	are	more	likely	to	recall	repeating	words	or	phrases.	Lastly,	and	perhaps	most	importantly,	anaphora	strengthens
persuasive	power.Speaking	persuasively	and	delivering	a	clear,	memorable	message	is	one	of	the	greatest	tools	in	any	speaker’s	toolbox	-	and	anaphora	makes	that	job	much	easier	by	weaving	together	the	concepts	the	speaker	desires	to	communicate	into	easily	digestible	chunks	of	language.Relatedly,	in	a	longer	speech	or	argument	that	contains
several	disparate	sections	and	points,	repetition	of	key	points	through	anaphoric	use	enables	the	speaker	to	keep	building	their	argument	throughout	its	entirety.Despite	its	numerous	benefits,	some	may	argue	that	there	are	also	drawbacks	associated	with	using	anaphora.	Namely,	if	done	poorly	anaphora	can	stifle	creativity	in	both	delivery	and
composition,	thus	driving	away	listeners.Additionally,	overuse	of	anaphora	can	cause	audiences	to	become	bored	with	the	monotony	of	hearing	the	same	phrase	repeated	multiple	times.Regardless,	when	used	strategically	and	sparingly,	anaphora	has	tremendous	potential	to	increase	persuasive	power	in	public	speaking	-	allowing	speakers	to	craft	a
stronger	argument	and	reach	their	audience	more	effectively	than	ever	before.	To	explore	this	concept	further,	the	next	section	will	discuss	how	anaphora	increases	persuasiveness	in	public	speaking.How	Anaphora	Increases	PersuasivenessAnaphora	can	be	an	excellent	tool	to	increase	the	persuasive	power	of	a	public	speech.	By	using	timed,
repetitive	verbal	cues,	it	allows	the	speaker	to	powerfully	emphasize	their	message	and	ensure	that	their	audience	remembers	key	points.Additionally,	because	it	draws	on	the	instinctual	cognitive	response	of	humans	to	repetition,	it	can	often	be	used	without	conscious	effort	or	knowledge	by	those	delivering	a	speech.The	specificity	of	anaphora
means	that	it	is	especially	well-suited	for	complex	arguments	that	require	a	great	deal	of	detail	to	persuade	an	audience.	For	instance,	by	repeating	the	same	term	several	times	at	intervals	throughout	an	argument,	a	speaker	can	make	sure	that	their	point	is	more	easily	remembered.This	makes	it	particularly	effective	in	situations	where	the	speaker
needs	to	recall	multiple	facts	or	details	in	order	to	make	their	case.The	persuasive	power	of	this	technique	also	increases	when	the	repetition	encourages	the	listener	to	not	only	remember	the	argument	but	become	emotionally	involved	in	it	as	well.This	is	particularly	useful	when	attempting	to	make	an	argument	about	something	complex	or
contentious:	if	the	audience	has	been	exposed	to	it	for	a	longer	period	of	time,	they	can	become	invested	in	what	is	being	said	and	more	open	to	accepting	its	logic.There	are	certainly	times	when	anaphora	can	be	overused	or	abused.	It	may	come	across	as	overly	manipulative	when	phrases	are	repeated	ad	nauseam	without	any	subtlety	or	purpose,
creating	a	sense	of	dependence	rather	than	empowerment	in	the	minds	of	those	listening.Therefore,	like	any	other	rhetorical	device,	anaphora	must	be	used	with	intent	and	discretion	if	it	is	to	be	effective.Despite	this	potential	drawback,	anaphora	remains	one	of	the	most	powerful	tools	available	for	persuading	audiences	and	ensuring	that	they
engage	with	arguments	on	both	rational	and	emotional	levels.By	thoughtfully	incorporating	this	technique	into	speeches	and	presentations,	speakers	can	take	advantage	of	its	effect	on	memory	and	emotion	to	effectively	bolster	their	arguments.	Moving	forward,	let	us	look	at	how	this	technique	can	create	authentic	emotion	within	speeches	through
repetition	-	the	next	section	explores	“Emotion	Evoked	Through	Repetition”	in	more	depth.Emotion	Evoked	Through	RepetitionRepetition	of	words	and	phrases,	or	anaphora,	can	be	a	powerful	tool	for	generating	a	particular	emotion	in	an	audience.	The	repeated	words	and	phrases	create	familiarity	and	elicit	recognition	and	the	emotion	evoked
depends	on	the	choice	of	words	used.For	example,	if	the	speaker	uses	negative	terms	such	as	“suffering”	and	“pain”	they	are	likely	to	evoke	feelings	of	sadness	or	despair	within	the	audience.	Alternately,	if	the	speaker	uses	more	uplifting	words	such	as	“hope”	and	“joy”	the	audience	is	more	likely	to	experience	positive	emotions	such	as	optimism	and
elation.There	is	a	debate	about	whether	speakers	should	use	anaphora	to	evoke	emotion	from	their	audiences.	On	one	hand,	doing	so	can	help	emphasize	a	point	and	convey	the	intended	message	more	strongly	as	the	emotion	resonates	with	the	audience.On	the	other	hand,	somepeople	argue	that	it	is	manipulative	because	it	reduces	the	listener	to	a
state	of	mere	emotive	reaction	instead	of	provoking	thoughtful	reflection.Ultimately,	whether	repetition	should	be	used	to	evoke	emotion	will	depend	on	context	and	individual	situations.	Speakers	need	to	take	into	account	both	the	subject	matter	they	are	covering	as	well	as	their	audience	when	determining	which	approach	to	take.By	using	anaphora
strategically,	speakers	can	effectively	create	a	powerful	emotional	response	among	their	listeners	and	make	their	presentations	even	more	impactful.	The	next	section	will	discuss	how	anaphora	can	be	used	to	create	maximum	impact	in	public	speaking.Create	Impact	with	AnaphoraCreating	impact	with	anaphora	when	speaking	publicly	requires
careful	planning	and	consideration.	Anaphora	is	a	rhetorical	device	in	which	the	same	word	or	phrase	is	repeated	at	the	beginning	of	successive	clauses,	often	to	great	effect.The	repetition	helps	to	strengthen	a	point	by	repeating	it	and	adding	emphasis	to	the	sentiment.	This	can	help	hold	a	listener’s	attention,	create	vivid	imagery	within	their	minds,
and	build	up	a	powerful	argument.When	used	correctly,	anaphora	can	be	a	powerful	tool	that	can	leave	a	lasting	impression	on	your	audience.	Its	main	advantage	is	that	it	adds	rhythm	and	flow	to	your	discourse;	using	anaphora	gives	your	words	momentum	and	energy	as	you	move	from	phrase	to	phrase.Additionally,	if	arranged	cleverly,	anaphora
can	lends	itself	towards	persuasion	and	organization.	It	is	therefore	ideal	for	delivering	powerful	messages	in	any	public	speaking	setting.By	creating	impact	with	anaphora	in	public	speaking,	you	can	leave	a	long-lasting	impression	on	those	listening	to	your	message.	When	used	strategically	and	sparingly,	the	power	of	anaphora	will	ensure	that	your
important	points	stay	with	your	audience	long	after	you	have	finished	speaking.	In	the	following	section	we	will	discuss	tips	for	effective	public	speaking	using	anaphora.Tips	for	Effective	Public	Speaking	Using	AnaphoraUsing	anaphora	can	be	a	powerful	and	effective	tool	when	it	comes	to	public	speaking,	but	it	can	also	be	tricky	to	master.	Here	are
some	tips	that	can	help	you	use	anaphora	effectively	in	your	next	public	speech:1.	Choose	Your	Repetition	Wisely:	Make	sure	that	the	words	or	phrases	you	choose	to	repeat	convey	the	message	you	want	to	express.	The	power	of	anaphora	is	in	its	repetition,	so	make	sure	the	words	or	phrases	chosen	accurately	describe	your	ideas	and	will	draw	the
attention	of	your	listeners.2.	Avoid	Overuse	of	Anaphora:	Anaphora	can	be	a	powerful	tool	when	used	correctly,	but	overusing	it	in	a	single	speech	can	have	an	adverse	effect.	If	you	want	to	use	anaphora	for	maximum	effect,	try	using	it	sparingly	and	strategically	throughout	the	speech	rather	than	having	every	sentence	contain	a	repeated	phrase.3.
Balance	With	Other	Techniques:	Using	anaphora	alone	in	a	speech	can	make	it	seem	monotone	and	dull.	To	achieve	maximum	impact	and	keep	your	audience	engaged	and	interested,	use	other	techniques	such	as	metaphors	and	images	in	conjunction	with	your	repeated	phrases.	This	will	add	variety	and	depth	to	your	speech.4.	Keep	It	Simple	Yet
Powerful:	Select	simple	yet	meaningful	words	or	phrases	to	repeat	throughout	your	speech.	Repetition	of	overly	complex	phrases	often	fails	to	create	the	desired	effect	and	may	instead	bore	or	confuse	your	audience.5.	Practice	Your	Speech:	As	with	any	public	speaking,	practice	is	key	to	success;	this	is	especially	true	if	you're	using	anaphora	in	your
speech.	The	more	you	practice	and	refine	the	timing	of	each	repetition,	the	more	natural	and	seamless	it	will	sound	when	you	actually	deliver	your	speech.Answers	to	Frequently	Asked	QuestionsHow	can	anaphora	be	used	most	effectively	in	public	speaking?Anaphora	is	an	effective	tool	for	public	speaking,	as	it	encourages	an	emotional	connection	to
the	material	through	repetition.	By	repeating	words	or	phrases	at	the	start	of	consecutive	sentences	or	clauses,	speakers	can	create	emphasis	and	build	momentum.	This	type	of	technique	increases	listener	engagement	and	helps	emphasize	key	points.To	use	anaphora	most	effectively	in	public	speaking,	it	should	be	unique,	memorable,	and	attention-
grabbing.	Taking	the	time	to	come	up	with	witty	or	playful	turns	of	phrase	can	be	especially	effective	in	humorous	speeches.	The	anaphora	should	also	stay	consistent	throughout	the	speech	or	presentation	-	this	allows	listeners	to	track	thoughts	and	easily	latch	onto	the	repetition	of	key	words	or	phrases.Speakers	should	also	ensure	that	the
anaphoras	are	not	overly	long,	ensuring	that	they	remain	within	the	time	constraints	of	their	presentations.	By	doing	so,	they	allow	themselves	enough	time	to	fully	develop	their	point	through	further	examples	and	explanation.Overall,	when	used	thoughtfully	and	strategically,	anaphora	can	be	a	powerful	tool	for	public	speaking	that	helps	drive	home
a	point	while	captivating	listeners.What	are	the	benefits	of	using	anaphora	in	public	speaking?Anaphora	is	a	powerful	rhetorical	tool	that	can	help	to	enhance	public	speaking	by	adding	variety,	rhythm,	and	suspense	to	presentations.	It	can	also	emphasize	key	points	and	make	speeches	easier	to	follow	or	memorize.The	primary	benefit	of	using
anaphora	in	public	speaking	is	the	ability	to	create	an	emotional	connection	with	an	audience.	Anaphora	helps	to	effectively	capture	the	listener’s	attention	and	engage	them	in	your	message.	The	repetition	creates	a	unique	rhythm	and	intensity	which	adds	excitement	to	any	presentation.Using	anaphora	can	also	add	clarity	and	coherence	to	your
message	since	it	helps	audiences	track	the	progress	of	your	ideas	or	story.	By	repeating	a	phrase	throughout	a	speech,	audiences	are	able	to	better	grasp	its	meaning	while	being	able	to	remember	it	more	clearly.Finally,	using	anaphora	can	help	speakers	feel	more	confident	when	presenting	their	material	as	the	repetition	builds	up	momentum	and
gives	them	extra	forces	into	the	words	they	are	saying.	It	also	helps	remind	the	speaker	of	their	main	points	and	reinforces	any	important	messages	within	their	speech.What	are	some	examples	of	anaphora	in	public	speaking?Anaphora	is	a	powerful	tool	of	public	speaking	that	can	be	used	to	build	up	tension,	emphasize	particular	points	and	evoke	an
emotional	response	from	the	audience.One	example	of	anaphora	in	public	speaking	is	Barack	Obama’s	famous	“Yes	We	Can”	speech.	In	this	address,	Obama	used	the	repetition	of	"yes	we	can"	to	stress	his	commitment	to	uniting	Americans	and	changing	the	course	of	history.Another	example	comes	from	Winston	Churchill's	1940	address	to	the	House
of	Commons.	He	asserted	his	conviction	to	resist	the	anticipated	Nazi	invasion:“…we	shall	not	flag	or	fail.	We	shall	go	on	to	the	end,	we	shall	fight	in	France,	we	shall	fight	on	the	seas	and	oceans,	we	shall	fight	with	growing	confidence	and	growing	strength	in	the	air,	we	shall	defend	our	Island,	whatever	the	cost	may	be,	we	shall	fight	on	the	beaches,
we	shall	fight	on	the	landing	grounds,	we	shall	fight	in	the	fields	and	in	the	streets,	we	shall	fight	in	the	hills;	we	shall	never	surrender”Finally,	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.'s	use	of	“I	have	a	dream”	in	his	iconic	speech	proves	just	how	effective	anaphora	can	be	when	it	comes	to	driving	home	a	point.	Through	repetition	of	this	phrase,	King	was	able	to	instill
a	sense	of	hope	in	his	audience	and	motivate	them	to	take	part	in	his	vision	of	equality	for	all	Americans.These	examples	demonstrate	that	when	used	effectively	anaphora	can	be	a	powerful	tool	for	public	speakers.	By	repeating	key	phrases	and	words,	it	helps	capture	the	attention	of	audiences	and	deliver	powerful	ideas	that	have	the	power	to	move
and	inspire	people.	Toastmaster	Tom	Updated	August	22,	2023	Speech	Crafting	Anaphora	is	a	linguistic	phenomenon	that	plays	a	crucial	role	in	maintaining	coherence	and	cohesion	in	both	written	and	spoken	language.	It	involves	the	use	of	pronouns,	determiners,	or	other	referring	expressions	to	refer	back	to	a	previously	mentioned	entity	in	a
discourse.	The	term	‘anaphoric	examples’	refers	to	instances	where	anaphora	is	employed.	Let’s	dive	into	the	different	types	of	anaphora	and	explore	examples	in	literature	and	everyday	language.	Anaphora	plays	a	vital	role	in	ensuring	coherence	and	cohesion	in	both	spoken	and	written	language.	Through	anaphoric	examples	in	literature,	everyday
conversations,	and	persuasive	rhetoric,	we	can	see	how	this	linguistic	device	helps	to	create	a	smooth	and	engaging	flow	of	ideas.	By	understanding	and	appreciating	anaphora,	we	can	become	more	effective	communicators	and	better	appreciate	the	beauty	of	language.	Anaphora	can	be	broadly	classified	into	three	categories:	anaphora,	cataphora,
and	exophora.	Cataphora	is	a	type	of	anaphora	where	the	referring	expression	precedes	the	referent	it	points	to.	For	example:	Before	he	went	to	bed,	John	brushed	his	teeth.	In	this	sentence,	the	pronoun	‘he’	precedes	and	refers	to	‘John.’	Exophora	occurs	when	the	referring	expression	points	to	an	entity	outside	the	discourse.	For	instance:	She	is	a
great	singer.	Here,	the	pronoun	‘she’	refers	to	someone	not	mentioned	in	the	sentence,	relying	on	context	to	identify	the	referent.	Anaphora	is	widely	used	in	poetry	for	emphasis,	rhythm,	and	emotional	impact.	Consider	this	stanza	from	W.B.	Yeats’	“The	Second	Coming:”	We	shall	fight	on	the	beaches,	we	shall	fight	on	the	landing	grounds,	we	shall
fight	in	the	fields	and	in	the	streets,	we	shall	fight	in	the	hills.	–	Winston	Churchill,	“We	Shall	Fight	on	the	Beaches”	Anaphora	can	also	be	found	in	prose,	where	it	contributes	to	the	narrative’s	flow	and	cohesion.	In	Charles	Dickens’	“A	Tale	of	Two	Cities,”	anaphoric	references	abound:	It	was	the	best	of	times,	it	was	the	worst	of	times,	it	was	the	age
of	wisdom,	it	was	the	age	of	foolishness…	The	repeated	use	of	‘it	was’	serves	to	emphasize	the	contrasting	themes	in	the	novel.	Anaphora	is	a	common	feature	in	daily	conversations,	allowing	speakers	to	maintain	coherence	and	avoid	repetitive	language.	For	example:	A:	I	saw	a	movie	last	night.	B:	Oh,	what	was	it	about?	A:	It	was	a	thriller	about	a
bank	heist.	Here,	‘it’	refers	back	to	‘a	movie’	in	the	first	sentence.	Anaphoric	references	are	also	found	in	written	communication,	such	as	emails	or	text	messages:	Hey,	I	found	a	great	recipe	for	lasagna.	You	should	try	it.	It’s	easy	to	make	and	tastes	delicious.	In	this	message,	‘it’	refers	to	the	lasagna	recipe	mentioned	earlier.	Anaphora	is	essential	for
maintaining	cohesion	in	language.	It	helps	readers	and	listeners	connect	ideas,	making	communication	more	efficient	and	coherent.	By	using	anaphoric	expressions,	speakers	and	writers	can	avoid	redundancy	and	keep	their	audience	engaged.	Anaphora	is	a	powerful	rhetorical	device	that	can	enhance	persuasive	communication.	By	repeating	key
phrases	or	words,	speakers	can	emphasize	their	message	and	create	a	memorable	impact.	Politicians	and	public	speakers	often	use	anaphora	to	inspire	and	persuade	their	audience.	Anaphora	is	a	linguistic	phenomenon	in	which	pronouns,	determiners,	or	other	referring	expressions	are	used	to	refer	back	to	a	previously	mentioned	entity	in	a
discourse.	Anaphora	can	be	classified	into	three	categories:	anaphora,	cataphora,	and	exophora.	Anaphora	helps	maintain	cohesion	by	connecting	ideas,	making	communication	more	efficient	and	coherent,	and	allowing	speakers	and	writers	to	avoid	redundancy.	Anaphora	is	a	powerful	rhetorical	device	that	enhances	persuasive	communication	by
emphasizing	key	phrases	or	words	and	creating	a	memorable	impact.	Anaphora	can	be	found	in	poetry,	such	as	W.B.	Yeats’	“The	Second	Coming,”	and	prose,	like	Charles	Dickens’	“A	Tale	of	Two	Cities.”	Anaphoric	examples	in	poetry	and	prose	More	to	read	0	Anaphora:	delivering	powerful	speeches	with	a	few	simple	words.	Though	certainly	not	new
to	the	art	of	rhetoric,	anaphora	has	been	proven	to	add	a	persuasive	vigor	to	public	speaking.More	than	just	a	literary	device,	it	can	be	used	as	a	tool	to	draw	attention	to	the	speaker’s	words	and	encourage	the	audience	to	become	more	engaged	in	the	message.So,	what	is	anaphora	and	how	can	we	make	the	most	of	it	in	public	speaking?Let's	dive
deeper	and	uncover	the	secrets	of	this	powerful	technique,	so	you	can	craft	effective	and	persuasive	presentations	that	invite	your	audience	to	listen.Quick	Insight	into	Key	PointsAnaphora	is	a	figure	of	speech	in	which	words	are	repeated	at	the	beginning	of	successive	clauses	or	phrases	for	emphasis.In	public	speaking,	using	anaphora	helps	to	create
a	rhythm	and	draw	attention	to	important	points	you	want	your	audience	to	remember.What	is	Anaphora	in	Public	Speaking?Anaphora	is	a	rhetorical	device	in	which	the	same	word	or	phrase	is	repeated	at	the	beginning	of	consecutive	sentences	or	phrases.This	repetition	provides	emphasis	and	power	to	the	speaker's	words,	and	can	be	found	in
literature,	poetry,	and	speech.	The	use	of	anaphora	can	evoke	emotion,	enhance	dramatic	effect,	signal	shifts	in	thought	or	mood,	or	simply	draw	out	a	message	for	greater	impact.Anaphora	has	been	used	for	centuries	as	an	effective	tool	to	communicate	ideas	to	an	audience.While	it	can	be	used	to	great	effect,	there	are	also	a	few	critics	who	argue
that	overuse	of	anaphora	may	cause	listeners	to	become	bored.	They	state	that	if	the	same	phrase	is	repeated	too	many	times	it	will	lose	its	force,	diluting	the	impact	of	the	words	and	diminishing	their	effectiveness.However,	this	criticism	overlooks	the	fact	that	when	used	strategically	and	judiciously,	anaphora	can	add	depth	and	create	hypnotic
rhythm	which	draws	in	listeners	and	helps	them	more	deeply	grasp	a	speaker's	point.Ultimately,	if	used	carefully	and	not	overused,	anaphora	is	a	powerful	rhetorical	device	capable	of	deepening	connections	with	audiences.In	public	speaking,	anaphora	can	help	speakers	drive	home	a	serious	point,	use	vivid	examples,	or	emphasize	a	key	idea.
Anaphora	can	provide	structure,	clarity,	and	power	to	a	speech	by	making	a	message	memorable	in	the	minds	of	listeners.The	power	of	anaphora	lies	in	its	ability	to	appeal	to	the	emotions	of	your	audience	and	help	them	remember	the	most	important	points	from	your	speech.	By	repeating	particular	words	or	phrases,	you	give	those	words	emphasis
and	make	them	stand	out	during	your	presentation.Anaphora	can	also	add	depth	and	layer	to	an	argument	by	making	your	speech	more	compelling	and	engaging	for	listeners.At	the	same	time,	there	are	potential	drawbacks	to	using	anaphora	when	giving	speeches.	If	utilized	too	frequently,	anaphora	can	become	monotonous	and	quickly	lose	its
impact.	This	repetition	may	also	be	distracting	for	some	listeners	who	may	become	overwhelmed	trying	to	follow	along	with	the	speech.Therefore,	it	is	important	for	public	speakers	to	use	anaphora	strategically	and	thoughtfully	when	crafting	their	presentation.	When	used	thoughtfully	and	skillfully,	anaphora	can	vastly	increase	a	speaker's
persuasive	capabilities	when	addressing	large	audiences.By	considering	the	advantages	and	risks	associated	with	using	anaphora	in	public	speaking,	speakers	can	effectively	create	persuasive	talks	by	emphasizing	key	points	or	emotion-filled	stories	that	will	be	remembered	long	after	the	speech	has	concluded.The	next	section	will	cover	examples	of
how	speakers	can	use	anaphora	in	their	presentations	to	capture	their	audience’s	attention	and	provide	memorable	lessons	that	leave	lasting	impressions.Anaphora	is	one	of	the	most	commonly	used	rhetorical	devices,	alongside	metaphors	and	similes.Studies	have	shown	that	using	anaphora	in	public	speaking	can	increase	audience	engagement	and
improve	information	retention.Anaphora	is	often	used	in	political	speeches,	with	politicians	frequently	repeating	a	specific	phrase	or	slogan	to	make	a	point	or	elicit	an	emotional	response.Anaphora	is	also	used	in	advertising,	with	companies	often	repeating	a	tagline	or	phrase	to	create	brand	recognition	and	promote	their	products	or
services.Examples	of	Anaphora	in	Public	SpeakingAnaphora	is	a	powerful	rhetorical	device	that	can	leave	a	lasting	impact	on	an	audience	–	but	only	if	used	correctly.	The	most	common	type	of	anaphora	is	repeating	the	same	word	or	phrase	at	the	beginning	of	successive	phrases,	clauses,	sentences,	and	even	paragraphs	to	emphasize	the	point	you’re
trying	to	make.It’s	important	to	pay	close	attention	to	tone,	language	choice,	length	of	sentences	and	the	overall	flow	of	your	speech	when	using	anaphora,	as	poor	use	can	be	detrimental	to	your	message.An	example	of	effective	anaphora	comes	from	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.,	who	famously	said:	“We	cannot	walk	alone…	We	must	make	the	pledge	that
we	shall	always	march	ahead…	We	cannot	turn	back…	We	cannot	be	satisfied.”	Here,	Dr.	King	uses	repetition	to	drive	home	his	call	for	civil	rights	and	serves	as	a	reminder	of	the	long	fight	for	justice	many	communities	still	experience	today.Anaphora	underscored	the	urgency	for	change	in	the	text	of	his	speech:	“Now	is	the	time	to	make	real	the
promises	of	democracy.	Now	is	the	time	to	rise	from	the	dark	and	desolate	valley	of	segregation	to	the	sunlit	path	of	racial	justice.	Now	is	the	time	to	lift	our	nation	from	the	quicksands	of	racial	injustice	to	the	solid	rock	of	brotherhood.	Now	is	the	time	to	make	justice	a	reality”.Charles	Dickens:	The	famous	opening	lines	to	the	author’s	A	Tale	of	Two
Cities	are:	“It	was	the	best	of	times,	it	was	the	worst	of	times,	it	was	the	age	of	wisdom,	it	was	the	age	of	foolishness,	it	was	the	epoch	of	belief,	it	was	the	epoch	of	incredulity,	it	was	the	season	of	light,	it	was	the	season	of	darkness,	it	was	the	spring	of	hope,	it	was	the	winter	of	despair.”	The	benefits	of	using	anaphora	should	not	be	overlooked	–	it	can
emphasize	a	speaker’s	main	point	or	drive	home	an	opinion	in	a	powerful	way.	Moving	forward,	we	will	look	at	some	of	these	benefits	in	more	detail.Benefits	of	Using	AnaphoraUtilizing	anaphora	strategically	in	public	speaking	can	be	a	powerful	tool,	offering	multiple	key	benefits	to	the	speaker.	Chiefly,	anaphora	gives	the	speaker	greater	control	of
the	audience's	attention,	allowing	them	to	focus	on	repeated	phrases	and	evoke	a	desired	emotional	response.Moreover,	using	anaphora	can	boost	memorability	as	listeners	are	more	likely	to	recall	repeating	words	or	phrases.	Lastly,	and	perhaps	most	importantly,	anaphora	strengthens	persuasive	power.Speaking	persuasively	and	delivering	a	clear,
memorable	message	is	one	of	the	greatest	tools	in	any	speaker’s	toolbox	-	and	anaphora	makes	that	job	much	easier	by	weaving	together	the	concepts	the	speaker	desires	to	communicate	into	easily	digestible	chunks	of	language.Relatedly,	in	a	longer	speech	or	argument	that	contains	several	disparate	sections	and	points,	repetition	of	key	points
through	anaphoric	use	enables	the	speaker	to	keep	building	their	argument	throughout	its	entirety.Despite	its	numerous	benefits,	some	may	argue	that	there	are	also	drawbacks	associated	with	using	anaphora.	Namely,	if	done	poorly	anaphora	can	stifle	creativity	in	both	delivery	and	composition,	thus	driving	away	listeners.Additionally,	overuse	of
anaphora	can	cause	audiences	to	become	bored	with	the	monotony	of	hearing	the	same	phrase	repeated	multiple	times.Regardless,	when	used	strategically	and	sparingly,	anaphora	has	tremendous	potential	to	increase	persuasive	power	in	public	speaking	-	allowing	speakers	to	craft	a	stronger	argument	and	reach	their	audience	more	effectively	than
ever	before.	To	explore	this	concept	further,	the	next	section	will	discuss	how	anaphora	increases	persuasiveness	in	public	speaking.How	Anaphora	Increases	PersuasivenessAnaphora	can	be	an	excellent	tool	to	increase	the	persuasive	power	of	a	public	speech.	By	using	timed,	repetitive	verbal	cues,	it	allows	the	speaker	to	powerfully	emphasize	their
message	and	ensure	that	their	audience	remembers	key	points.Additionally,	because	it	draws	on	the	instinctual	cognitive	response	of	humans	to	repetition,	it	can	often	be	used	without	conscious	effort	or	knowledge	by	those	delivering	a	speech.The	specificity	of	anaphora	means	that	it	is	especially	well-suited	for	complex	arguments	that	require	a
great	deal	of	detail	to	persuade	an	audience.	For	instance,	by	repeating	the	same	term	several	times	at	intervals	throughout	an	argument,	a	speaker	can	make	sure	that	their	point	is	more	easily	remembered.This	makes	it	particularly	effective	in	situations	where	the	speaker	needs	to	recall	multiple	facts	or	details	in	order	to	make	their	case.The
persuasive	power	of	this	technique	also	increases	when	the	repetition	encourages	the	listener	to	not	only	remember	the	argument	but	become	emotionally	involved	in	it	as	well.This	is	particularly	useful	when	attempting	to	make	an	argument	about	something	complex	or	contentious:	if	the	audience	has	been	exposed	to	it	for	a	longer	period	of	time,
they	can	become	invested	in	what	is	being	said	and	more	open	to	accepting	its	logic.There	are	certainly	times	when	anaphora	can	be	overused	or	abused.	It	may	come	across	as	overly	manipulative	when	phrases	are	repeated	ad	nauseam	without	any	subtlety	or	purpose,	creating	a	sense	of	dependence	rather	than	empowerment	in	the	minds	of	those
listening.Therefore,	like	any	other	rhetorical	device,	anaphora	must	be	used	with	intent	and	discretion	if	it	is	to	be	effective.Despite	this	potential	drawback,	anaphora	remains	one	of	the	most	powerful	tools	available	for	persuading	audiences	and	ensuring	that	they	engage	with	arguments	on	both	rational	and	emotional	levels.By	thoughtfully
incorporating	this	technique	into	speeches	and	presentations,	speakers	can	take	advantage	of	its	effect	on	memory	and	emotion	to	effectively	bolster	their	arguments.	Moving	forward,	let	us	look	at	how	this	technique	can	create	authentic	emotion	within	speeches	through	repetition	-	the	next	section	explores	“Emotion	Evoked	Through	Repetition”	in
more	depth.Emotion	Evoked	Through	RepetitionRepetition	of	words	and	phrases,	or	anaphora,	can	be	a	powerful	tool	for	generating	a	particular	emotion	in	an	audience.	The	repeated	words	and	phrases	create	familiarity	and	elicit	recognition	and	the	emotion	evoked	depends	on	the	choice	of	words	used.For	example,	if	the	speaker	uses	negative
terms	such	as	“suffering”	and	“pain”	they	are	likely	to	evoke	feelings	of	sadness	or	despair	within	the	audience.	Alternately,	if	the	speaker	uses	more	uplifting	words	such	as	“hope”	and	“joy”	the	audience	is	more	likely	to	experience	positive	emotions	such	as	optimism	and	elation.There	is	a	debate	about	whether	speakers	should	use	anaphora	to
evoke	emotion	from	their	audiences.	On	one	hand,	doing	so	can	help	emphasize	a	point	and	convey	the	intended	message	more	strongly	as	the	emotion	resonates	with	the	audience.On	the	other	hand,	somepeople	argue	that	it	is	manipulative	because	it	reduces	the	listener	to	a	state	of	mere	emotive	reaction	instead	of	provoking	thoughtful
reflection.Ultimately,	whether	repetition	should	be	used	to	evoke	emotion	will	depend	on	context	and	individual	situations.	Speakers	need	to	take	into	account	both	the	subject	matter	they	are	covering	as	well	as	their	audience	when	determining	which	approach	to	take.By	using	anaphora	strategically,	speakers	can	effectively	create	a	powerful
emotional	response	among	their	listeners	and	make	their	presentations	even	more	impactful.	The	next	section	will	discuss	how	anaphora	can	be	used	to	create	maximum	impact	in	public	speaking.Create	Impact	with	AnaphoraCreating	impact	with	anaphora	when	speaking	publicly	requires	careful	planning	and	consideration.	Anaphora	is	a	rhetorical
device	in	which	the	same	word	or	phrase	is	repeated	at	the	beginning	of	successive	clauses,	often	to	great	effect.The	repetition	helps	to	strengthen	a	point	by	repeating	it	and	adding	emphasis	to	the	sentiment.	This	can	help	hold	a	listener’s	attention,	create	vivid	imagery	within	their	minds,	and	build	up	a	powerful	argument.When	used	correctly,
anaphora	can	be	a	powerful	tool	that	can	leave	a	lasting	impression	on	your	audience.	Its	main	advantage	is	that	it	adds	rhythm	and	flow	to	your	discourse;	using	anaphora	gives	your	words	momentum	and	energy	as	you	move	from	phrase	to	phrase.Additionally,	if	arranged	cleverly,	anaphora	can	lends	itself	towards	persuasion	and	organization.	It	is
therefore	ideal	for	delivering	powerful	messages	in	any	public	speaking	setting.By	creating	impact	with	anaphora	in	public	speaking,	you	can	leave	a	long-lasting	impression	on	those	listening	to	your	message.	When	used	strategically	and	sparingly,	the	power	of	anaphora	will	ensure	that	your	important	points	stay	with	your	audience	long	after	you
have	finished	speaking.	In	the	following	section	we	will	discuss	tips	for	effective	public	speaking	using	anaphora.Tips	for	Effective	Public	Speaking	Using	AnaphoraUsing	anaphora	can	be	a	powerful	and	effective	tool	when	it	comes	to	public	speaking,	but	it	can	also	be	tricky	to	master.	Here	are	some	tips	that	can	help	you	use	anaphora	effectively	in
your	next	public	speech:1.	Choose	Your	Repetition	Wisely:	Make	sure	that	the	words	or	phrases	you	choose	to	repeat	convey	the	message	you	want	to	express.	The	power	of	anaphora	is	in	its	repetition,	so	make	sure	the	words	or	phrases	chosen	accurately	describe	your	ideas	and	will	draw	the	attention	of	your	listeners.2.	Avoid	Overuse	of	Anaphora:
Anaphora	can	be	a	powerful	tool	when	used	correctly,	but	overusing	it	in	a	single	speech	can	have	an	adverse	effect.	If	you	want	to	use	anaphora	for	maximum	effect,	try	using	it	sparingly	and	strategically	throughout	the	speech	rather	than	having	every	sentence	contain	a	repeated	phrase.3.	Balance	With	Other	Techniques:	Using	anaphora	alone	in	a
speech	can	make	it	seem	monotone	and	dull.	To	achieve	maximum	impact	and	keep	your	audience	engaged	and	interested,	use	other	techniques	such	as	metaphors	and	images	in	conjunction	with	your	repeated	phrases.	This	will	add	variety	and	depth	to	your	speech.4.	Keep	It	Simple	Yet	Powerful:	Select	simple	yet	meaningful	words	or	phrases	to
repeat	throughout	your	speech.	Repetition	of	overly	complex	phrases	often	fails	to	create	the	desired	effect	and	may	instead	bore	or	confuse	your	audience.5.	Practice	Your	Speech:	As	with	any	public	speaking,	practice	is	key	to	success;	this	is	especially	true	if	you're	using	anaphora	in	your	speech.	The	more	you	practice	and	refine	the	timing	of	each
repetition,	the	more	natural	and	seamless	it	will	sound	when	you	actually	deliver	your	speech.Answers	to	Frequently	Asked	QuestionsHow	can	anaphora	be	used	most	effectively	in	public	speaking?Anaphora	is	an	effective	tool	for	public	speaking,	as	it	encourages	an	emotional	connection	to	the	material	through	repetition.	By	repeating	words	or
phrases	at	the	start	of	consecutive	sentences	or	clauses,	speakers	can	create	emphasis	and	build	momentum.	This	type	of	technique	increases	listener	engagement	and	helps	emphasize	key	points.To	use	anaphora	most	effectively	in	public	speaking,	it	should	be	unique,	memorable,	and	attention-grabbing.	Taking	the	time	to	come	up	with	witty	or
playful	turns	of	phrase	can	be	especially	effective	in	humorous	speeches.	The	anaphora	should	also	stay	consistent	throughout	the	speech	or	presentation	-	this	allows	listeners	to	track	thoughts	and	easily	latch	onto	the	repetition	of	key	words	or	phrases.Speakers	should	also	ensure	that	the	anaphoras	are	not	overly	long,	ensuring	that	they	remain
within	the	time	constraints	of	their	presentations.	By	doing	so,	they	allow	themselves	enough	time	to	fully	develop	their	point	through	further	examples	and	explanation.Overall,	when	used	thoughtfully	and	strategically,	anaphora	can	be	a	powerful	tool	for	public	speaking	that	helps	drive	home	a	point	while	captivating	listeners.What	are	the	benefits
of	using	anaphora	in	public	speaking?Anaphora	is	a	powerful	rhetorical	tool	that	can	help	to	enhance	public	speaking	by	adding	variety,	rhythm,	and	suspense	to	presentations.	It	can	also	emphasize	key	points	and	make	speeches	easier	to	follow	or	memorize.The	primary	benefit	of	using	anaphora	in	public	speaking	is	the	ability	to	create	an	emotional
connection	with	an	audience.	Anaphora	helps	to	effectively	capture	the	listener’s	attention	and	engage	them	in	your	message.	The	repetition	creates	a	unique	rhythm	and	intensity	which	adds	excitement	to	any	presentation.Using	anaphora	can	also	add	clarity	and	coherence	to	your	message	since	it	helps	audiences	track	the	progress	of	your	ideas	or
story.	By	repeating	a	phrase	throughout	a	speech,	audiences	are	able	to	better	grasp	its	meaning	while	being	able	to	remember	it	more	clearly.Finally,	using	anaphora	can	help	speakers	feel	more	confident	when	presenting	their	material	as	the	repetition	builds	up	momentum	and	gives	them	extra	forces	into	the	words	they	are	saying.	It	also	helps
remind	the	speaker	of	their	main	points	and	reinforces	any	important	messages	within	their	speech.What	are	some	examples	of	anaphora	in	public	speaking?Anaphora	is	a	powerful	tool	of	public	speaking	that	can	be	used	to	build	up	tension,	emphasize	particular	points	and	evoke	an	emotional	response	from	the	audience.One	example	of	anaphora	in
public	speaking	is	Barack	Obama’s	famous	“Yes	We	Can”	speech.	In	this	address,	Obama	used	the	repetition	of	"yes	we	can"	to	stress	his	commitment	to	uniting	Americans	and	changing	the	course	of	history.Another	example	comes	from	Winston	Churchill's	1940	address	to	the	House	of	Commons.	He	asserted	his	conviction	to	resist	the	anticipated
Nazi	invasion:“…we	shall	not	flag	or	fail.	We	shall	go	on	to	the	end,	we	shall	fight	in	France,	we	shall	fight	on	the	seas	and	oceans,	we	shall	fight	with	growing	confidence	and	growing	strength	in	the	air,	we	shall	defend	our	Island,	whatever	the	cost	may	be,	we	shall	fight	on	the	beaches,	we	shall	fight	on	the	landing	grounds,	we	shall	fight	in	the	fields
and	in	the	streets,	we	shall	fight	in	the	hills;	we	shall	never	surrender”Finally,	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.'s	use	of	“I	have	a	dream”	in	his	iconic	speech	proves	just	how	effective	anaphora	can	be	when	it	comes	to	driving	home	a	point.	Through	repetition	of	this	phrase,	King	was	able	to	instill	a	sense	of	hope	in	his	audience	and	motivate	them	to	take	part
in	his	vision	of	equality	for	all	Americans.These	examples	demonstrate	that	when	used	effectively	anaphora	can	be	a	powerful	tool	for	public	speakers.	By	repeating	key	phrases	and	words,	it	helps	capture	the	attention	of	audiences	and	deliver	powerful	ideas	that	have	the	power	to	move	and	inspire	people.	Toastmaster	Tom	Updated	August	22,	2023
Speech	Crafting	In	order	to	continue	enjoying	our	site,	we	ask	that	you	confirm	your	identity	as	a	human.	Thank	you	very	much	for	your	cooperation.	February	13,	2024Fact-checked	by	Paul	MazzolaDefinitionPurposeExamplesAnaphora	vs.	epistropheAnaphora	is	a	rhetorical	device	that	is	the	repetition	of	a	word	or	group	of	words	at	the	beginning	of
successive	clauses,	phrases,	or	sentences.While	anaphora	typically	includes	the	repetition	of	the	same	word	or	words,	they	can	still	contain	a	slight	variation:Although	Blake’s	use	of	repetition	contains	variations	(placing	"infant"	before	cry	and	then	removing	"cry"	completely),	it	is	still	anaphoric.What	is	anaphora?Writers	use	anaphora	for	emphasis,
to	create	rhythm,	and	compare/contrast.Emphasis:	The	repetition	draws	attention	to	the	repeated	words,	suggesting	that	the	information	is	particularly	important.	Using	anaphora	to	emphasize	information	is	especially	useful	in	speeches	where	audience	members	cannot	view	the	text.Rhythm:	Developing	a	rhythmic	pattern	allows	writers	and
speakers	to	make	the	information	more	memorable.	By	creating	a	certain	rhythm,	writers	and	speakers	can	stress	the	accumulation	of	emotions	or	provide	a	pleasant	cadence	that	makes	the	structure	of	the	written	or	spoken	word	more	enjoyable.	Compare/Contrast:	Writers	may	employ	anaphora	to	compare	or	contrast	ideas	more	directly.	The
repetition	connects	the	ideas,	providing	a	more	direct	way	to	compare	and/or	contrast	the	presented	information.Purposes	of	anaphoraRegardless	of	the	specific	purpose,	anaphora	enhances	the	message	by	delivering	it	in	a	way	that	can	persuade,	motivate,	or	inspire	an	audience.	Get	free	estimates	from	english	tutors	near	you.Anaphora
examplesAnaphora	plays	a	major	role	in	various	areas	of	language,	including	songs	and	speeches:Anaphora	is	used	in	many	areas	of	languageTelevision/MoviesHomer	Simpson	in	The	Simpsons:	"I	want	to	shake	off	the	dust	of	this	one-horse	town.	I	want	to	explore	the	world.	I	want	to	watch	TV	in	a	different	time	zone.	I	want	to	visit	strange,	exotic
malls.	I’m	sick	of	eating	hoagies!	I	want	a	grinder,	a	sub,	a	foot-long	hero!	I	want	to	LIVE,	Marge!Humphrey	Bogart	in	Casablanca:	"Of	all	the	gin	joints	in	all	the	towns	in	all	the	world,	she	walks	into	mine."Songs"I	Walk	the	Line"	by	Johnny	Cash:	"I	keep	a	close	watch	on	this	heart	of	mine	/	I	keep	my	eyes	wide	open	all	the	time	/	I	keep	the	ends	out
for	the	tie	that	binds	/	Because	you’re	mine,	I	walk	the	line.""Every	Breath	You	Take"	by	The	Police:	"Every	breath	you	take	/	Every	move	you	make	/	Every	bond	you	break	/	Every	step	you	take	/	I’ll	be	watching	you.""All	You	Need	Is	Love"	by	The	Beatles:	"There’s	nothing	you	can	do	that	can’t	be	done	/	Nothing	you	can	sing	that	can’t	be	sung	/
Nothing	you	can	say,	but	you	can	learn	how	to	play	the	game	/	It’s	easy."Speeches"I	Have	a	Dream"	by	Dr.	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.:	"So	let	freedom	ring	from	the	prodigious	hilltops	of	New	Hampshire.	Let	freedom	ring	from	the	mighty	mountains	of	New	York.	Let	freedom	ring	from	the	heightening	Alleghenies	of	Pennsylvania."Anaphora	in
speeches"We	Shall	Fight	on	the	Beaches"	by	Winston	Churchill:	"We	shall	fight	on	the	beaches,	we	shall	fight	on	the	landing	grounds,	we	shall	fight	in	the	fields	and	in	the	streets,	we	shall	fight	in	the	hills;	we	shall	never	surrender.""The	Perils	of	Indifference"	by	Elie	Wiesel:	"Indifference	elicits	no	response.	Indifference	is	not	a	response.	Indifference
is	not	a	beginning;	it	is	an	end.	And,	therefore,	indifference	is	always	the	friend	of	the	enemy,	for	it	benefits	the	aggressor–never	his	victim,	whose	pain	is	magnified	when	he	or	she	feels	forgotten.”Poets	are	known	for	incorporating	anaphora	in	their	works,	with	some	of	the	most	famous	examples	including	the	following:	"Still	I	Rise"	by	Maya	Angelou:
"You	may	shoot	me	with	your	words,	/	You	may	cut	me	with	your	eyes,	/	You	may	kill	me	with	your	hatefulness,	/	But	still,	like	air,	I’ll	rise."Anaphora	in	poetry"We	Real	Cool"	by	Gwendolyn	Brooks:	We	real	cool.	We	/	Left	school.	We	/	Lurk	late.	We	/	Strike	straight.	We	Sing	sin…""Acquainted	with	the	Night"	by	Robert	Frost:	"I	have	been	one	acquainted
with	the	night.	/	I	have	walked	out	in	rain—and	back	in	rain.	/	I	have	outwalked	the	furthest	city	light.	/	I	have	looked	down	the	saddest	city	lane.	/	I	have	passed	by	the	watchman	on	his	beat…"Although	anaphora	tends	to	be	more	prevalent	in	speeches	and	poetry,	the	following	include	examples	of	anaphora	authors	have	used	in	literature:A	Tale	of
Two	Cities	by	Charles	Dickens:	"It	was	the	best	of	times,	it	was	the	worst	of	times,	it	was	the	age	of	wisdom,	it	was	the	age	of	foolishness,	it	was	the	epoch	of	belief,	it	was	the	epoch	of	incredulity,	it	was	the	season	of	Light,	it	was	the	season	of	Darkness,	it	was	the	spring	of	hope,	it	was	the	winter	of	despair."The	Great	Gatsby	by	F.	Scott	Fitzgerald:
"The	apartment	was	on	the	top	floor	—	a	small	living-room,	a	small	dining-room,	a	small	bedroom,	and	a	bath."Richard	III	by	William	Shakespeare:	"O,	cursèd	be	the	hand	that	made	these	holes;	/	Cursèd	the	heart	that	had	the	heart	to	do	it;	/	Cursèd	the	blood	that	let	this	blood	from	hence."Anaphora	vs.	epistropheBoth	anaphora	and	epistrophe	(also
called	epiphora)	involve	the	repetition	of	words;	however,	anaphora	occurs	at	the	beginning	of	a	set	of	clauses,	phrases,	or	sentences,	while	epistrophe	occurs	at	the	end.Anaphora	vs.	epistropheAbraham	Lincoln's	Gettysburg	Address:	"And	that	government	of	the	people,	for	the	people,	and	by	the	people	shall	not	perish	from	the	Earth."When	use	of
anaphora	and	epistrophe	are	combined,	it	creates	a	literary	device	called	symploce.	There	are	a	host	of	rhetorical	techniques	known	since	antiquity	to	make	you	more	persuasive	and	compelling	as	a	speaker.	Anaphora	is	one	of	them	and	it's	in	my	top	three	convincing	rhetorical	techniques.	It’s	been	used	by	everyone	from	Charles	Dickens	to	Winston
Churchill	to	Chance	the	Rapper.	I’m	going	to	tell	you	what	it	is	and	how	you	can	use	it.	Anaphora	is	the	repetition	of	the	same	phrase	at	the	start	of	adjacent	clauses	in	a	sentence	or	paragraph.	Here’s	an	example	from	Charles	Dickens'	‘A	Tale	of	Two	Cities’.	The	anaphora	is	in	bold.	It	was	the	best	of	times,	it	was	the	worst	of	times,	it	was	the	age	of
wisdom,	it	was	the	age	of	foolishness,	it	was	the	epoch	of	belief,	it	was	the	epoch	of	incredulity,	it	was	the	season	of	Light,	it	was	the	season	of	Darkness,	it	was	the	spring	of	hope,	it	was	the	winter	of	despair…-Charles	Dickens	–	A	Tale	of	Two	Cities	Another	good	example	of	anaphora	is	the	poem	‘If’	by	Rudyard	Kipling,	here’s	an	extract:	If	you	can
dream—and	not	make	dreams	your	master;			If	you	can	think—and	not	make	thoughts	your	aim;If	you	can	meet	with	triumph	and	disaster			And	treat	those	two	impostors	just	the	same;If	you	can	bear	to	hear	the	truth	you’ve	spoken			Twisted	by	knaves	to	make	a	trap	for	fools,…-If	–	Rudyard	Kipling	Pretty	much	the	entire	poem	is	anaphora	which	he
uses	to	build	towards	his	point	at	the	end.	Anaphora	works	by	the	repetition	of	the	same	words	to	link	ideas	into	a	coherent	and	memorable	flow.	It	reinforces	the	point	in	an	elegant	way.	As	you've	seen,	anaphora	is	effective	in	writing,	but	it	also	works	well	in	speeches	too.	It	can	have	a	compelling	and	convincing	effect	as	we’ll	see.	I’m	going	to	play
you	an	example	of	one	of	the	most	famous	examples	of	anaphora.	This	time,	I’ll	give	you	some	context	for	the	speech	before	providing	the	audio	link.	The	year	is	1940.	France	had	fallen	to	the	Nazi	hordes	and	the	disaster	at	Dunkirk	had	just	occurred.	The	British	people	expected	Hitler’s	armies	to	cross	the	channel	and	invade	imminently.	Britain
stood	alone.	The	place	is	the	House	of	Commons	in	London.	MPs	too	expected	an	invasion	and	expected	Britain	to	fall.	They	knew	many	of	their	constituents,	families,	and	friends	would	die.	And	the	person	is	Winston	Churchill,	the	new	Prime	Minister.	His	job	was	to	rally	the	nation	and	prepare	the	country	for	invasion	and	an	existential	fight.	Here’s
the	most	famous	piece	of	his	speech	-	YouTube.	Listen	to	the	anaphora.	(Image	credit:	WikiMedia	Commons	-	open	source)	We	shall	fight…	we	shall	never	surrender.	The	effect	of	this	speech	was	electrifying.	A	friend	told	Churchill	his	speech	was	worth	1,000	guns.	Opposition	politicians	openly	wept	and	pledged	support	for	Churchill.	And	this	speech
changed	the	national	mood	from	one	of	defeat	to	one	of	defiance	in	the	face	of	disaster.	So	how	might	you	use	anaphora?	Let’s	imagine	you’re	giving	a	talk	where	you’re	trying	to	persuade	your	company	to	spend	resources	on	training,	you	could	say:	The	research	shows	that	investing	in	training	gives	returns	on	staff	retention,	recruitment,	and
efficiency.	Or	you	could	use	anaphora	to	say:	Investing	in	training	leads	to	higher	staff	retention	and	greater	employee	engagement,Investing	in	training	makes	it	easier	to	recruit	good-quality	people,Investing	in	training	lets	us	do	our	jobs	more	efficiently,It’s	time	to	invest	in	training.	I’ve	used	anaphora	in	speeches	and	in	writing.	You	can	too.	It’s	a
great	device	to	use	when	you	have	multiple	points	you	want	to	make	and	you	need	to	link	them	together.	Let’s	listen	to	how	Chance	The	Rapper	used	anaphora	to	link	his	points	together:	YouTube.	The	'Oh	now'	anaphora	allows	him	to	construct	a	series	of	lyrical	points	and	link	them	together	with	the	same	structure	to	make	them	work	together	in	a
catchy	way.	(As	an	aside,	rap	and	hip-hop	artists	make	incredibly	inventive	use	of	language	-	something	they	never	get	credit	for.)	If	anaphora	is	good	enough	for	Charles	Dickens,	Winston	Churchill,	and	Chance	The	Rapper,	surely,	it’s	good	enough	for	you	too?This	blog	post	is	one	in	a	series	of	posts	on	practical	rhetoric.	Here's	the	series:	Anaphora
definition:	Anaphora	is	a	rhetorical	device	that	is	the	repetition	of	a	word	or	phrase	in	successive	clauses	or	phrases.	What	is	Anaphora?	Anaphora	as	a	Literary	Term	What	does	anaphora	mean?	Anaphora	is	a	rhetorical	device	that	is	the	repetition	of	a	word	or	phrase	in	successive	clauses	or	phrases.	Anaphora	is	typically	found	in	writing	at	the
beginning	of	successive	sentences.	Anaphora	is	an	effective	tool	to	help	convey	an	argument.	The	three	previous	sentences	are	an	example	of	anaphora.	The	sentences	begin	with	the	phrase,	“Anaphora	is.”	A	speaker	or	writer	will	use	anaphora	with	purpose	and	intent.	Weak	writers	uses	anaphora	on	accident—that	is	not	anaphora;	that	is	poor	word
choice.	Strong	writers	know	exactly	why	they	are	using	anaphora.	The	repetition	that	anaphora	creates	is	emphatic	and	forceful.	A	good	writer	knows	this	and	uses	this	device	in	order	to	help	him	communicate	his	argument.	Modern	Examples	of	Anaphora	Anaphora	examples:	In	his	landmark	“I	Have	a	Dream”	speech,	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.
purposefully	and	effectively	employs	anaphora.	Toward	the	end	of	the	speech,	Dr.	King	repeats	“I	have	a	dream”	as	the	opening	clause	of	eight	successive	statements.	Yes,	this	is	how	the	speech	was	so	named.	However,	Dr.	King	repeats	these	lines	in	order	to	communicate	his	argument.	In	each	statement	his	dream	builds.	In	each	statement	his
dream	becomes	more	pressing.	In	each	statement	his	dream	incites	his	audience	to	follow	his	cause.	This	is	how	a	speaker	effectively	utilizes	anaphora.	The	Function	of	Anaphora	Why	use	anaphora?	Anaphora	is	a	very	effective	rhetorical	device.	However,	it	is	only	effective	when	a	speaker	uses	it	mindfully.	As	with	all	good	writing,	each	word	and
sentence	should	be	carefully	crafted	and	constructed	with	the	writer’s	argument	and	audience	in	mind.	Anaphora	is	a	beneficial	tool	when	a	writer	uses	forethought.	Because	anaphora	is	a	rhetorical	device,	it	is	a	method	of	persuasion.	Often,	anaphora	is	used	in	non-fiction	writing,	as	in	Dr.	King’s	speech.	However,	good	writers—whether	writing
fiction	or	non-fiction—are	always	trying	to	convince	you	of	something.	Consequently,	anaphora	is	evident	in	fiction,	as	well.	Examples	of	Anaphora	in	Literature	Anaphora	example	in	literature:	The	opening	lines	of	Charles	Dickens’	A	Tale	of	Two	Cities	present	a	series	of	clauses	implementing	anaphora.	It	was	the	best	of	times,	it	was	the	worst	of
times,	it	was	the	age	of	wisdom,	it	was	the	age	of	foolishness,	it	was	the	epoch	of	belief,	it	was	the	epoch	of	incredulity,	it	was	the	season	of	Light,	it	was	the	season	of	Darkness,	it	was	the	spring	of	hope,	it	was	the	winter	of	despair,	we	had	everything	before	us,	we	had	nothing	before	us,	we	were	all	going	direct	to	Heaven,	we	were	all	going	direct
the	other	way	–	in	short,	the	period	was	so	far	like	the	present	period,	that	some	of	its	noisiest	authorities	insisted	on	its	being	received,	for	good	or	for	evil,	in	the	superlative	degree	of	comparison	only.	First,	Dickens	incorporates	the	anaphora	“it	was	the.”	He	does	this	to	establish	tone	and	setting.	Second,	Dickens	utilizes	the	anaphora	“we,”
introducing	his	narrator	and	voice.	Again,	the	repetition	is	not	without	purpose.	With	much	intention	Dickens	used	anaphora	in	these	lines	to	communicate	his	text’s	argument.	Summary:	What	is	an	Anaphora?	Define	anaphora:	the	definition	of	anaphora	is	the	repetition	of	a	word	or	phrase	at	the	beginning	of	successive	clauses	or	phrases.	Anaphora
is	a	rhetorical	device	that	is	used	to	effectively	enhance	and	communicate	an	argument.




