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We're	getting	everything	ready	for	you.	The	page	is	loading,	and	you'll	be	on	your	way	in	just	a	few	moments.	Thanks	for	your	patience!	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor
cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon
the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where
your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Bless	Me,	Ultima	Summary	And	Themes	By	Rudolfo	Anaya		A	seminal
piece	of	Chicano	literature,	Bless	Me,	Ultima	(1972)	by	Rudolfo	Anaya	explores	the	intricacies	of	spirituality,	cultural	identification,	and	the	coming-of-age	process.	The	book,	which	is	set	in	World	War	II	New	Mexico,	centers	on	Antonio	Márez,	a	young	Mexican-American	boy	who,	under	the	guidance	of	Ultima,	a	curandera	(a	traditional	healer	and
spiritual	guide),	sets	off	on	a	quest	for	self-discovery.	Themes	of	spiritual	awakening,	cultural	struggle,	and	the	meeting	point	of	Mexican,	Catholic,	and	indigenous	traditions	are	all	explored	in	this	intensely	moving	tale.	Anaya’s	book,	which	is	frequently	regarded	as	a	classic	of	Chicano	literature,	skillfully	blends	the	spiritual	and	the	personal.	Ultima
discusses	the	difficulties	Mexican-Americans	encounter	in	the	US,	particularly	with	regard	to	religious	convictions,	family	expectations,	and	cultural	assimilation,	through	Antonio’s	experiences	in	Bless	Me.	As	Antonio	struggles	with	issues	of	faith,	identity,	and	the	nature	of	good	and	evil,	Ultima	acts	as	a	compass,	assisting	him	in	navigating	the
upheaval	of	puberty.	Along	with	giving	readers	a	vivid	picture	of	New	Mexico’s	rural	life	and	the	conflicts	between	modernization	and	tradition,	the	book	also	offers	a	detailed	image	of	the	American	Southwest.	By	doing	this,	Anaya	links	individual	development	to	the	more	significant	cultural,	social,	and	spiritual	changes	that	many	Chicanos	went
through	in	the	middle	of	the	20th	century.	Plot	Summary	1.	Antonio’s	Early	Years	and	Family	Background	Antonio	Márez,	a	young	boy	growing	up	in	a	rural	New	Mexico	town,	is	the	narrator	of	Bless	Me,	Ultima.	Antonio’s	life	is	characterized	by	dualism	from	the	beginning.	His	family	represents	two	contrasting	worlds:	his	father,	Gabriel	Márez,	is	a
wanderer,	a	vaquero	(cowboy),	who	values	freedom	and	independence,	while	his	mother,	María,	is	a	devout	Catholic	who	believes	in	maintaining	tradition	and	structure	in	the	family.	Gabriel’s	dream	is	to	return	to	the	plains,	while	María	hopes	for	Antonio	to	become	a	priest,	reflecting	the	generational	and	cultural	conflict	between	her	deep	religious
beliefs	and	his	father’s	more	free-spirited	ways.	Antonio	finds	himself	torn	between	two	opposing	worlds	as	his	parents’	wishes	for	him	drive	him	in	divergent	directions.	The	beginning	of	the	book	exemplifies	this	conflict:	Antonio’s	mother	wants	him	to	become	a	priest,	which	necessitates	a	commitment	to	Catholicism	and	the	community,	but	he	is
supposed	to	follow	in	his	father’s	footsteps	and	embrace	the	life	of	a	vaquero.	This	is	when	Antonio’s	internal	conflict	starts,	as	he	is	caught	between	these	two	conflicting	ideas	about	his	destiny.	2.	The	Arrival	of	Ultima	The	central	event	in	Antonio’s	life	occurs	when	Ultima,	a	curandera	(a	traditional	healer),	comes	to	live	with	his	family.	Ultima	is	an
elderly	woman	with	deep	spiritual	and	healing	knowledge	who	has	a	close	connection	to	Antonio’s	family.	She	becomes	a	spiritual	guide	and	mentor	for	Antonio,	offering	him	wisdom	about	the	nature	of	the	world,	the	role	of	magic	and	healing,	and	the	interconnectedness	of	all	life.	Ultima’s	presence	in	Antonio’s	life	marks	the	beginning	of	his	spiritual
awakening,	and	it	introduces	him	to	a	different	way	of	understanding	the	world.	Ultima	teaches	Antonio	that	there	is	more	to	life	than	the	rigid	confines	of	religion	and	tradition,	opening	his	eyes	to	the	deeper	spiritual	meanings	that	connect	his	indigenous	heritage	with	his	Catholic	upbringing.	She	believes	in	the	power	of	herbs	and	rituals	to	heal
physical	and	spiritual	wounds,	and	she	instills	in	Antonio	a	deep	respect	for	the	spiritual	and	natural	worlds.	Bless	Me,	Ultima	Summary	And	Themes	By	Rudolfo	Anaya	3.	Antonio’s	Spiritual	and	Moral	Growth	As	Antonio	matures,	he	begins	to	wrestle	with	profound	spiritual	questions.	The	traditional	Catholic	faith	that	his	mother	embraces	no	longer
provides	him	with	the	answers	he	seeks.	He	is	troubled	by	the	violence	and	suffering	he	witnesses	in	the	world,	and	the	teachings	of	the	Catholic	Church	feel	insufficient.	Ultima,	however,	introduces	him	to	an	understanding	of	spirituality	that	blends	indigenous	beliefs	with	Catholicism,	suggesting	that	both	systems	of	faith	have	value.	This	duality
becomes	central	to	Antonio’s	spiritual	journey.	Antonio	experiences	a	series	of	personal	losses	and	traumas	that	shape	his	worldview.	These	events	force	him	to	question	concepts	of	good	and	evil,	destiny,	and	divine	will.	One	key	event	in	Antonio’s	development	is	the	death	of	Lupito,	a	local	man	who	is	mentally	unstable	and	kills	a	sheriff.	Antonio
witnesses	this	death	and	is	forced	to	grapple	with	the	moral	complexities	of	sin,	redemption,	and	forgiveness.	Ultima’s	guidance	helps	Antonio	process	these	experiences,	teaching	him	that	there	is	no	simple	answer	to	the	questions	that	haunt	him.	Antonio	also	learns	of	the	complexities	of	human	relationships.	He	witnesses	his	father’s	dissatisfaction
with	life,	his	mother’s	unwavering	faith,	and	his	brothers’	differing	paths—each	representing	different	ideals	that	Antonio	is	expected	to	choose	from.	However,	Ultima	encourages	Antonio	to	follow	his	own	path,	one	that	integrates	the	teachings	of	both	her	indigenous	knowledge	and	the	Catholic	faith,	while	also	remaining	true	to	himself.	4.	The
Conflict	Between	Tradition	and	Change	As	the	novel	progresses,	Antonio	faces	increasing	challenges	in	reconciling	the	traditional	values	of	his	family	with	the	modern	world	around	him.	The	political	and	social	changes	of	the	1940s,	marked	by	World	War	II	and	shifting	cultural	dynamics,	are	reflected	in	the	personal	struggles	Antonio	experiences.	He
becomes	increasingly	aware	of	the	tensions	between	his	desire	for	knowledge	and	his	obligation	to	his	family’s	traditions.	This	tension	is	embodied	by	the	arrival	of	the	character	of	Tenorio,	a	man	who	embodies	evil	and	serves	as	a	foil	to	Ultima’s	wisdom.	Tenorio,	a	local	man	who	seeks	vengeance	for	the	deaths	of	his	daughters,	represents	the
destructive	forces	of	revenge,	hatred,	and	superstition	that	stand	in	opposition	to	the	healing	power	of	Ultima’s	knowledge.	As	Antonio	learns	of	Tenorio’s	actions,	he	witnesses	firsthand	the	destructive	potential	of	these	darker	impulses,	and	Ultima	helps	him	understand	the	importance	of	balancing	the	forces	of	light	and	dark	in	the	world.	Read	more
Black	Beauty	Novel	Summary	And	Themes	By	Anna	Sewell	5.	The	Resolution	and	Antonio’s	Transformation	As	Antonio	nears	the	end	of	his	childhood,	his	spiritual	journey	reaches	its	climax.	Ultima’s	death	marks	a	significant	turning	point	in	Antonio’s	life.	Before	she	dies,	Ultima	imparts	her	final	teachings	to	Antonio,	urging	him	to	remain	true	to	his
own	path	and	to	continue	seeking	wisdom,	even	after	her	passing.	Ultima’s	death	is	a	symbolic	passing	of	the	torch,	signaling	Antonio’s	maturation	and	his	readiness	to	confront	the	world	on	his	own	terms.	Antonio’s	final	realizations	are	bittersweet,	as	he	acknowledges	the	complexity	of	the	world	and	his	place	within	it.	While	he	is	no	longer	a	child,
he	has	gained	a	profound	understanding	of	life’s	complexities,	the	role	of	spirituality,	and	the	importance	of	personal	integrity.	Antonio’s	journey	of	self-discovery,	guided	by	Ultima,	ultimately	leads	him	to	a	greater	sense	of	peace	with	the	conflicting	elements	of	his	identity—his	Mexican	heritage,	his	Catholic	upbringing,	and	his	own	developing	sense
of	self.	Themes	in	Bless	Me,	Ultima	1	Cultural	Identity	and	the	Struggle	Between	Tradition	and	Modernity	One	of	the	novel’s	central	themes	is	the	struggle	to	reconcile	traditional	values	with	modern	societal	pressures.	Antonio’s	conflict	between	his	mother’s	Catholic	faith	and	his	father’s	free-spirited	ways	represents	this	tension.	His	journey	is	one	of
finding	his	own	place	in	a	world	where	cultural	and	spiritual	identities	are	constantly	shifting.	2	Spirituality	and	the	Nature	of	Good	and	Evil	Bless	Me,	Ultima	explores	spirituality	in	a	way	that	transcends	traditional	religious	boundaries.	Through	Ultima,	Antonio	learns	to	view	the	world	through	a	spiritual	lens	that	incorporates	both	indigenous	beliefs
and	Catholicism.	The	novel	presents	a	more	holistic	view	of	spirituality,	where	good	and	evil	are	not	absolute	but	are	part	of	the	complex	fabric	of	life.	Read	more	Novel	Blackbird	House	Summary	And	Themes	By	Alice	Hoffman	3	The	Role	of	Mentorship	and	Guidance	Ultima	serves	as	a	mentor	who	guides	Antonio	through	the	challenges	of
adolescence	and	spiritual	awakening.	Her	teachings	help	him	navigate	the	complexities	of	his	identity	and	understand	his	place	in	the	world.	Ultima’s	role	as	a	curandera	reflects	the	wisdom	that	comes	with	age	and	experience,	and	her	relationship	with	Antonio	highlights	the	importance	of	mentorship	in	the	development	of	young	people.	4	The
Coming-of-Age	Journey	At	its	core,	Bless	Me,	Ultima	is	a	coming-of-age	novel.	Antonio’s	journey	from	childhood	to	adulthood	is	marked	by	a	series	of	moral,	spiritual,	and	intellectual	challenges.	The	novel	portrays	the	confusion,	pain,	and	growth	that	come	with	coming	to	terms	with	one’s	identity,	beliefs,	and	place	in	the	world.	Bless	Me,	Ultima
Summary	And	Themes	By	Rudolfo	Anaya	5	The	Importance	of	Connection	to	the	Land	The	novel	is	set	in	the	rural	Southwest,	and	the	natural	landscape	plays	an	important	role	in	shaping	Antonio’s	spiritual	journey.	The	land,	with	its	deep	connection	to	Mexican	and	indigenous	cultures,	becomes	a	place	of	refuge,	healing,	and	self-discovery	for
Antonio.	The	connection	to	the	land	is	also	symbolic	of	the	character’s	connection	to	their	heritage	and	their	identity.	Read	more	Black	Buck	Novel	Summary	And	Themes	By	Mateo	Askaripour	(FAQ)	1.	What	is	the	central	theme	of	Bless	Me,	Ultima?	The	central	theme	of	Bless	Me,	Ultima	is	the	search	for	identity	and	the	struggle	to	reconcile	different
cultural,	spiritual,	and	familial	expectations.	Antonio’s	journey	of	self-discovery	is	guided	by	Ultima,	who	teaches	him	to	blend	Catholicism	with	indigenous	beliefs,	helping	him	navigate	the	complexities	of	life.	2.	Who	is	Ultima	and	what	role	does	she	play	in	the	novel?	Ultima	is	a	curandera	(healer)	and	spiritual	guide	who	comes	to	live	with	Antonio’s
family.	She	plays	a	pivotal	role	in	guiding	Antonio	through	his	spiritual	and	moral	growth,	teaching	him	to	see	the	world	through	a	spiritual	lens	that	blends	indigenous	knowledge	with	Catholicism.	3.	How	does	the	novel	address	the	issue	of	cultural	identity?	Bless	Me,	Ultima	explores	the	struggle	of	being	caught	between	two	cultures—Antonio’s
Mexican	heritage	and	his	Catholic	upbringing.	Throughout	the	novel,	Antonio	grapples	with	his	identity,	trying	to	understand	how	he	fits	within	these	conflicting	cultural	worlds.	4.	What	is	the	significance	of	Ultima’s	death	in	the	novel?	Ultima’s	death	marks	the	end	of	Antonio’s	childhood	and	symbolizes	the	passing	of	wisdom	from	one	generation	to
the	next.	Her	death	serves	as	a	turning	point	in	Antonio’s	journey,	allowing	him	to	mature	and	take	on	the	responsibility	of	continuing	the	spiritual	lessons	she	imparted	to	him.	5.	What	role	does	the	setting	play	in	the	novel?	The	rural	New	Mexico	landscape	is	integral	to	Bless	Me,	Ultima.	The	land	is	rich	with	symbolism,	representing	both	Antonio’s
connection	to	his	heritage	and	the	spiritual	journey	he	undergoes.	The	setting	grounds	the	novel	in	the	traditions	and	struggles	of	Mexican-American	communities	in	the	Southwest.	6.	How	does	Antonio’s	relationship	with	his	parents	evolve	throughout	the	novel?	Antonio’s	relationship	with	his	parents	is	marked	by	tension,	as	they	both	have	different
expectations	for	his	future.	Throughout	the	novel,	Antonio	learns	to	balance	his	mother’s	religious	faith	and	his	father’s	free-spirited	nature,	ultimately	finding	his	own	path	through	the	guidance	of	Ultima.	7.	Is	Bless	Me,	Ultima	considered	a	classic	of	Chicano	literature?	Yes,	Bless	Me,	Ultima	is	considered	one	of	the	most	important	works	of	Chicano
literature.	It	is	a	seminal	text	that	addresses	themes	of	cultural	identity,	spirituality,	and	the	Mexican-American	experience,	offering	insight	into	the	complexities	of	life	in	the	Southwestern	United	States.	Read	more	Black	Robe	Novel	Summary	And	Themes	By	Brian	Moore	We're	getting	everything	ready	for	you.	The	page	is	loading,	and	you'll	be	on
your	way	in	just	a	few	moments.	Thanks	for	your	patience!	106min	-	English	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license
terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the
same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No
warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Bless	Me,	Ultima	is	a	coming-of-age	story	centered	on	a	Mexican-American	boy	named	Antonio	Marez	and	his	family	in	New	Mexico	in	the
mid-1940s.	The	novel	opens	when	Ultima,	a	curandera	or	folk	healer,	comes	to	live	with	Antonio’s	family.	Antonio	is	only	six	years	old	when	the	novel	begins,	but	he	is	already	anxious	about	what	the	future	holds	for	him.	His	mother	is	a	Luna,	from	a	family	of	devoutly	Catholic	farmers,	while	his	father	is	a	Marez,	from	a	family	of	wild	vaqueros,	or
cowboys,	that	roam	the	llano.	Antonio	feels	the	pressure	of	expectation	from	both	of	these	families,	and	he	is	unsure	of	how	he	can	reconcile	the	two	cultures	in	his	own	life.	When	Ultima	joins	the	Marez	household,	Antonio	views	her	as	a	figure	of	wisdom	and	guidance	and	relies	upon	her	judgment	in	determining	the	course	of	his	life.	He	discovers
that	Ultima	was	present	at	his	birth	and	thus	is	the	only	person	who	knows	whether	Antonio	will	follow	the	Luna	or	the	Marez	way	of	life.	Ultima	introduces	Antonio	to	her	beliefs	about	the	natural	world,	taking	him	on	long	walks	along	the	river	and	teaching	him	the	names	and	functions	of	the	herbs	that	she	uses.	It	is	when	he	is	with	Ultima	that
Antonio	first	senses	the	presence	of	the	river,	a	spirit	of	harmony	in	the	natural	world.	One	day,	the	peace	of	the	household	is	shattered	when	Chavez	rushes	to	the	house	to	tell	Antonio’s	father	that	the	sheriff	has	been	murdered	by	Lupito,	a	war	veteran	suffering	from	the	“war	sickness.”	Antonio’s	father	joins	Chavez	and	the	other	men	of	the	town	to
find	and	kill	Lupito	before	he	can	do	any	more	harm.	Antonio	secretly	follows	them	and,	inadvertently	crossing	paths	with	Lupito	along	the	banks	of	the	river,	witnesses	Lupito’s	violent	death	at	the	hands	of	the	mob.	This	moment	of	Lupito’s	death	marks	the	first	step	in	Antonio’s	loss	of	innocence	and	also	spurs	his	preoccupation	with	sin,	punishment,
and	morality.	When	the	fall	arrives,	Antonio	begins	to	go	to	school.	Although	he	is	anxious	at	the	prospect	of	being	separated	from	his	mother,	he	is	fascinated	by	the	“magic	of	letters”	and	wants	to	learn	how	to	use	their	power	for	himself.	Antonio’s	mother	continues	to	pressure	him	to	become	a	priest	and	begs	Ultima	to	tell	her	of	her	son’s	future.
Ultima	replies	that	Antonio	will	be	a	man	of	learning.	Antonio	excels	at	school,	but	he	begins	to	experience	a	cultural	conflict	for	the	first	time	when	the	white	children	at	school	taunt	him	for	speaking	Spanish	and	for	eating	Mexican	food.	World	War	II	ends	and	Antonio’s	three	soldier	brothers	are	sent	home	to	rejoin	the	family.	Gabriel	is	thrilled	that
his	three	oldest	sons	are	returning	home,	and	he	hopes	finally	to	fulfill	his	lifelong	dream	of	moving	to	California.	When	Leon,	Eugene,	and	Andrew	arrive	home,	however,	they	are	traumatized	by	their	experiences	in	the	war	and	are	unable	to	adjust	back	to	the	quiet	life	of	Guadalupe.	They	are	equally	unwilling	to	accompany	their	father	in	his	dream
of	California	and	wish	to	pursue	their	own	independent	lives.	After	a	fight	with	their	father,	Leon	and	Eugene	move	to	Las	Vegas,	leaving	Andrew	behind.	Antonio	does	not	understand	the	conflict	between	his	brothers	and	his	father	or	the	way	that	they	are	able	to	reject	the	expectations	of	their	family.	Still	preoccupied	with	his	questions	of	sin	and
punishment,	Antonio	begins	to	express	anxiety	about	his	brothers	and	their	seeming	loss	of	innocence.	Antonio’s	mother	assures	him	that	he	will	understand	everything	when	he	takes	his	first	Communion,	and	Antonio	looks	forward	to	this	moment	of	epiphany.	One	day,	Antonio	goes	fishing	with	Samuel,	a	friend	from	school,	and	tells	him	of	his
questions	about	God	and	judgment.	Samuel	replies	by	telling	Antonio	the	story	of	the	golden	carp,	a	pagan	deity	that	protects	mankind	and	maintains	the	harmony	of	the	natural	world.	Antonio	is	uncertain	of	how	to	reconcile	this	new	religious	information	with	his	Catholic	upbringing,	but	he	is	still	intrigued	by	the	possibilities	that	the	golden	carp
reveals.	Antonio’s	questions	about	Catholicism	are	heightened	when	his	uncle	Lucas	is	cursed	by	the	witch-like	Trementina	sisters.	Despite	the	best	efforts	of	a	priest,	Lucas’	condition	continues	to	deteriorate,	and	he	is	only	cured	when	Ultima	steps	in.	Antonio	realizes	that	Ultima’s	power	cannot	be	explained	by	the	Catholic	Church,	and	he	does	not
know	how	to	deal	with	the	possibility	of	conflicting	beliefs.	In	the	summer,	Cico	takes	Antonio	to	visit	the	garden	of	Narciso.	Narciso	is	known	as	the	town	drunk,	but	Antonio	is	amazed	to	see	the	lush	garden	that	he	has	created.	He	realizes	that	Narciso	is	one	figure	in	which	the	conflicting	backgrounds	of	Luna	and	Marez	are	balanced:	Narciso	lives
as	a	vaquero	on	the	llano,	but	he	also	has	a	close	connection	to	the	earth	and	cycle	of	life.	Antonio	also	begins	to	understand	the	prejudices	that	inform	peoples’	actions	and	beliefs,	even	when	they	are	unjust.Cico	takes	Antonio	to	see	the	golden	carp	and	tells	him	of	the	apocalypse	that	the	golden	carp	has	prophesied.	He	explains	that	the	land	is	full	of
sinners,	and	the	golden	carp	will	flood	the	land	in	order	to	purge	it	of	sin	and	rebuild	it	in	purity.	Antonio	is	horrified	at	this	prophesy	and	does	not	understand	why	everyone	must	be	destroyed	for	the	sins	of	a	few	people.	Cico	replies	that	every	person	sins.	Faced	with	the	prospect	of	a	harsh	Christian	god	and	an	equally	harsh	pagan	god,	Antonio
wishes	that	there	were	a	god	who	was	forgiving	and	compassionate.	In	winter,	a	massive	blizzard	strikes	the	town	of	Guadalupe.	Antonio	goes	to	school	anyway	to	take	part	in	the	Christmas	play	and,	as	he	is	returning	home,	he	witnesses	a	violent	fight	between	Narciso	and	Tenorio.	Tenorio,	the	father	of	the	Trementina	sisters,	is	mourning	the	death
of	his	first	daughter	and	is	determined	to	revenge	himself	upon	Ultima.	Badly	injured,	Narciso	tries	to	get	Andrew	to	help	him	protect	Ultima,	but	Andrew	is	distracted	by	his	girl	at	Rosie’s	brothel	and	refuses	to	help.	Narciso	decides	to	warn	Ultima	himself	and	begins	the	trek	up	to	Antonio’s	house	while	Antonio	secretly	follows.	On	his	way,	Tenorio
ambushes	Narciso	and	kills	him,	forcing	Antonio	to	witness	another	violent	death	at	a	very	young	age.	Antonio	develops	a	high	fever	and	suffers	from	terrible	nightmares	for	the	next	several	days.	When	Antonio	recovers,	he	finds	out	that	Tenorio	has	been	cleared	of	any	blame	for	Narciso’s	death;	the	town	coroner	has	decided	that	Narciso	died	an
accidental	death	due	to	his	drinking.	Antonio	is	again	exposed	to	the	fact	that	prejudice	can	interfere	with	justice.	When	spring	arrives,	it	is	finally	time	for	Antonio	to	take	his	first	Communion.	He	takes	lessons	in	catechism	from	Father	Byrnes	for	several	weeks	and	still	hopes	that	his	first	Communion	will	be	the	moment	when	he	finally	understands
God	and	receives	the	answers	to	his	questions.	Yet	Antonio’s	faith	is	also	confused	by	the	differing	beliefs	of	the	people	around	him.	Both	Ultima	and	Antonio’s	father	are	Christians	but	seem	to	worship	the	natural	world	more	than	religious	doctrine.	Florence,	one	of	Antonio’s	friends,	goes	so	far	as	to	declare	his	atheism	and	constantly	directs	Antonio
to	notice	the	inherent	failings	of	Christianity.	When	Antonio	receives	his	first	Communion,	he	waits	expectantly	to	hear	God’s	voice	but	is	dismayed	to	hear	only	silence.	His	faith	is	seriously	damaged,	and	Antonio	wonders	if	God	is	dead	or	if	He	ever	existed.	He	still	does	not	understand	why	there	is	evil	in	the	world	that	remains	unpunished.As	the
months	pass,	Antonio	grows	closer	to	Ultima,	even	to	the	point	that	he	feels	more	connected	to	her	than	he	does	to	his	mother.	She	continues	to	impart	her	wisdom	about	the	world	to	him,	and	Antonio	begins	to	realize	the	importance	of	moral	independence.	Antonio	and	his	father	help	Antonio	to	dispel	a	curse	on	a	local	house,	and	Antonio	is	again
fascinated	by	the	failure	of	the	Catholic	priest	where	Ultima	succeeds.	One	day,	Antonio	visits	the	golden	carp	and	decides	to	teach	the	story	to	Florence;	he	hopes	that	he	will	be	able	to	give	Florence	some	hope	in	his	life.	Before	he	can	tell	Florence	about	the	golden	carp,	however,	Florence	drowns	in	the	river.	Extremely	traumatized	by	his
witnessing	of	this	third	death,	Antonio	is	sent	to	work	on	the	Luna	farm	for	the	summer.	Ultima	hopes	that	the	distance	from	Guadalupe	will	help	Antonio	cope	with	his	grief	in	a	better	way.	During	the	journey	to	the	farm,	Antonio’s	father	tells	him	that	the	way	of	the	vaquero	is	ended	and	that	Antonio	should	choose	his	own	destiny	by	selecting	the
best	qualities	of	the	Lunas	and	the	Marez	to	uses	as	his	own.	Antonio	spends	several	happy	weeks	at	the	Luna	farm.	As	he	works	with	his	uncles	and	grandfather,	Antonio	begins	to	understand	his	mother’s	people	and	appreciate	their	silence	and	connection	to	the	earth.	Although	he	still	does	not	know	if	he	will	follow	the	path	of	a	Luna	and	become	a
priest,	he	feels	that	he	could	be	happy	in	the	lifestyle.	During	his	stay	with	the	Lunas,	Antonio	hears	that	Tenorio’s	second	daughter	has	died	and	Tenorio	is	determined	to	kill	Ultima	once	and	for	all.	He	is	ambushed	and	nearly	trampled	to	death	by	Tenorio	near	his	grandfather’s	farm,	and	Tenorio	taunts	Antonio	with	the	knowledge	that	Ultima’s	life	is
linked	to	the	life	of	her	owl.	Realizing	that	Tenorio	plans	to	murder	Ultima’s	owl	to	kill	her,	Antonio	runs	back	to	Guadalupe	to	warn	her.	He	is	too	late	and	arrives	just	in	time	to	see	Tenorio	shoot	the	owl.	Before	Tenorio	can	murder	Antonio	as	well,	Antonio’s	uncle	Pedro	kills	Tenorio.	Because	the	owl	is	Ultima’s	spirit,	she	must	die	as	well,	but	she
comforts	Antonio	by	explaining	that	her	death	will	restore	the	natural	harmony	of	the	world.	She	gives	Antonio	a	final	blessing	and,	at	her	request,	Antonio	buries	the	owl	beneath	a	forked	juniper	tree	in	the	hills.	Suggest	an	edit	or	add	missing	contentYou	have	no	recently	viewed	pages	Cast	&	crewUser	reviewsTriviaFAQA	drama	set	in	New	Mexico
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young	boy	who	goes	through	a	series	of	transitions	that	force	him	to	confront	his	religion	as	well	as	his	family.	This	movie	did	not	do	the	book	justice.	Many	of	the	dreams	Antonio	had	were	left	out	or	glossed	over.	The	death	scenes	were	watered	down	and	the	language	that	was	used	by	the	kids	was	also	toned	down.	It	left	me	wondering	who	the	h***
approved	this	script???	This	movie	could	have	been	so	much	better	had	they	stuck	to	the	text.	The	ending	scene	was	even	bland	because	the	movie	failed	to	capture	the	essence	of	what	was	happening.	Overall	I	was	highly	disappointed.	Rated	3/5	Stars	•		Rated	3	out	of	5	stars	01/18/23	Full	Review	Audience	Member	One	of	those	book-adaptations	that
aren't	as	good	as	the	book.	Though	I	enjoyed	the	book,	the	film	proved	slow,	boring,	and	dull.	Did	enjoy	the	adherence	to	the	original	story,	though.	2/5.	2.5	or	3/5	on	a	good	day.	Not	memorable	at	all.	Also,	I	just	noticed	this	film	was	made	in	2013.	What	the	hell?	It	feels	like	it	was	a	late	90s	or	2000s	film.	Rated	2/5	Stars	•		Rated	2	out	of	5	stars
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grateful.	The	movie	talks	about	religion,faith	and	science	and	how	they	all	interconnect.	The	movie	and	story	are	well	told	and	the	young	boy	that	plays	the	lead	role	does	a	masterful	job.	This	movie	does	not	only	accept	just	the	religious	side	of	the	argument	but	also	asks	questions	of	the	missing	pieces.	It	also	discusses	that	if	we	dont	have	science
and	religion	hand	in	hand	then	it	cannot	work.	Watch	the	movie	and	make	up	your	own	mind	its	well	told.	It	can	be	too	much	for	the	younger	audience.	Rated	3/5	Stars	•		Rated	3	out	of	5	stars	02/08/23	Full	Review	Read	all	reviews	Read	More	Read	Less	POST	RATING	WRITE	A	REVIEW	EDIT	REVIEW	Mr.	Pip	47%	62%	Mr.	Pip	Watchlist	Indivisible
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Anaya,	first	published	in	1972,	stands	as	one	of	the	earliest	widespread	representations	of	Chicanx	culture	in	American	literature.		Drawing	from	Anaya’s	own	experiences,	the	novel	is	a	rich,	semi-autobiographical	narrative	set	in	post-World	War	II	New	Mexico,	delving	into	the	complexities	of	Chicanx	identity,	Catholicism,	the	journey	from	innocence
to	understanding,	and	the	interplay	of	masculine	and	feminine	influences	on	manhood.	The	story	unfolds	in	22	chapters,	each	titled	in	Spanish	from	“Uno”	to	“Veintidós”,	and	combines	English	prose	with	an	interweaving	of	Spanish	words	and	phrases,	reflecting	the	linguistic	landscape	of	its	setting.	Central	to	the	narrative	is	six-year-old	Antonio
Márez,	“Tony,”	growing	up	in	Guadalupe,	New	Mexico.	His	mother,	María,	a	devout	Catholic	from	the	farming	Lunas	family,	dreams	of	him	becoming	a	priest.		In	contrast,	his	father,	Gabriel,	a	former	vaquero,	or	cowboy,	from	the	adventurous	Márez	family,	envisions	a	different	future	for	Antonio,	one	echoing	his	own	past	in	the	open	plains.	Antonio’s
life	takes	a	mystical	turn	with	the	arrival	of	Ultima,	an	elderly	healer	with	a	spiritual	owl	companion.		Having	assisted	at	his	birth,	Ultima	forms	a	profound	bond	with	Antonio,	guiding	him	through	his	spiritual	and	moral	dilemmas	and	teaching	him	about	the	universe’s	harmony.	The	novel	navigates	through	Antonio’s	childhood	and	adolescence,
marked	by	pivotal	events	that	shape	his	understanding	of	the	world.		He	witnesses	the	tragic	death	of	Lupito,	a	war-traumatized	man,	an	event	that	deeply	impacts	his	concepts	of	sin	and	morality.	Antonio’s	struggle	with	religious	doctrines	intensifies,	especially	surrounding	the	notions	of	forgiveness	and	eternal	damnation.	School	life	introduces
further	challenges,	as	Antonio	encounters	discrimination	but	also	excels	academically.	His	friendship	with	Cico	introduces	him	to	the	legend	of	the	golden	carp,	a	deity	that	conflicts	with	his	Catholic	beliefs.		Meanwhile,	the	illness	of	his	uncle	Lucas	and	Ultima’s	successful	cure	through	indigenous	practices	further	complicate	Antonio’s	faith	in
Catholicism.	Tragedy	continues	to	shadow	Antonio’s	life.	His	brother’s	return	and	subsequent	departure	from	war,	the	murder	of	Narciso,	and	the	drowning	of	his	friend	Florence	deepen	his	disillusionment	with	traditional	beliefs.		Ultima’s	death,	following	a	vengeful	act	by	Tenorio	Trementina,	culminates	in	Antonio’s	acceptance	of	his	role	as
Ultima’s	spiritual	successor,	marking	his	departure	from	innocence	and	his	embrace	of	a	more	nuanced	understanding	of	life.	Cico:	A	mysterious	friend	who	introduces	Antonio	to	the	legend	of	the	golden	carp,	symbolizing	an	alternative	spiritual	belief	system.	His	insights	play	a	crucial	role	in	Antonio’s	spiritual	journey.	Gabriel	Márez:	Antonio’s
father,	a	former	vaquero	yearning	for	a	nomadic	life	and	dreaming	of	moving	to	California.	His	perspective	contrasts	sharply	with	his	wife	María’s,	illustrating	the	family’s	cultural	dichotomy.	León,	Andrew,	and	Eugene	Márez:	Antonio’s	older	brothers,	each	struggling	with	their	experiences	post-WWII,	reflecting	the	broader	theme	of	searching	for
identity	in	a	changing	world.	Ultima	(“la	Grande”):	The	revered	elderly	healer	living	with	the	Márez	family,	serving	as	a	spiritual	mentor	to	Antonio	and	embodying	the	novel’s	mystical	elements.	Narciso:	A	family	friend	and	one	of	the	“magic	people,”	whose	death	profoundly	impacts	Antonio,	highlighting	the	themes	of	mortality	and	morality.	María
Luna	y	Márez:	Antonio’s	mother,	deeply	religious	and	desiring	a	stable,	devout	life	for	her	son.	Her	wishes	for	Antonio	to	become	a	priest	clash	with	her	husband’s	aspirations.	Florence:	Antonio’s	schoolmate,	challenging	traditional	notions	of	religion	and	justice,	whose	tragic	demise	brings	forth	themes	of	faith	and	existential	questioning.	Antonio
“Tony”	Márez:	The	young	protagonist,	caught	between	his	parents’	differing	dreams	and	his	own	path	to	self-discovery.	His	story	encapsulates	the	novel’s	central	themes	of	identity,	faith,	and	growth.	Pedro	Luna:	Antonio’s	uncle	and	María’s	brother,	who	becomes	a	pivotal	figure	in	the	climactic	events	of	the	story,	highlighting	themes	of	family	loyalty
and	fate.	Samuel:	A	school	friend	of	Antonio’s,	known	for	his	philosophical	musings	and	introducing	Antonio	to	the	golden	carp’s	tale,	adding	a	layer	of	mythological	depth	to	the	narrative.	Tenorio	Trementina:	The	antagonistic	barkeeper	whose	vendetta	against	Ultima	drives	much	of	the	novel’s	conflict,	embodying	the	darker	aspects	of	human	nature.
Lucas	Luna:	María’s	brother,	whose	illness	and	healing	by	Ultima	catalyze	significant	events,	illustrating	the	clash	between	traditional	and	mystical	beliefs.	Prudencio	Luna:	The	Luna	family	patriarch,	representing	traditional	values	and	wisdom,	and	offering	a	contrast	to	the	novel’s	more	youthful	perspectives.	Deborah	and	Theresa	Márez:	Antonio’s
sisters,	adapting	to	an	English-speaking	world,	symbolizing	the	cultural	transition	within	the	family.	Lupito:	A	war-traumatized	veteran	whose	actions	and	tragic	end	profoundly	affect	Antonio,	introducing	him	to	the	harsh	realities	of	life	and	death.	The	“Gang”:	Antonio’s	group	of	school	friends,	each	contributing	to	the	rich	tapestry	of	childhood	and
adolescence	experiences	in	the	story.	Anaya	delves	deeply	into	the	multifaceted	nature	of	Chicanx	identity,	capturing	its	diverse	influences	and	tensions.		Through	Antonio’s	journey,	the	novel	explores	the	cultural	crossroads	of	the	Chicanx	community,	juxtaposing	traditional	Hispanic	cultural	values	with	the	American	way	of	life.		The	struggle
between	the	old	and	the	new,	the	rural	and	the	urban,	the	spiritual	and	the	secular,	is	personified	in	the	Márez	and	Luna	family	dynamics.		This	theme	is	not	just	a	backdrop	but	a	central	pillar	of	the	narrative,	providing	a	rich	exploration	of	cultural	identity	and	heritage.	The	book	masterfully	intertwines	the	themes	of	religion,	folklore,	and	ethics.	
Antonio’s	spiritual	journey	is	marked	by	his	exposure	to	Catholicism,	the	mystical	beliefs	surrounding	the	golden	carp,	and	Ultima’s	spiritual	teachings.	This	confluence	of	beliefs	challenges	and	expands	Antonio’s	understanding	of	morality	and	divinity.		The	novel	doesn’t	merely	present	these	religious	elements	side	by	side;	it	weaves	them	into	a
complex	narrative	that	questions	and	redefines	the	notion	of	faith	and	morality.		Antonio’s	grappling	with	questions	of	sin,	forgiveness,	and	destiny	reflects	a	broader	inquiry	into	the	nature	of	moral	judgment	and	spiritual	fulfillment.	Central	to	Antonio’s	story	is	his	transition	from	childhood	innocence	to	a	more	complex	understanding	of	the	world.	
This	theme	is	explored	through	his	encounters	with	life,	death,	and	the	harsh	realities	of	his	environment.	Each	experience,	from	witnessing	Lupito’s	tragic	end	to	understanding	the	harsh	realities	faced	by	his	family	and	community,	contributes	to	Antonio’s	evolving	perception	of	the	world.		The	novel	portrays	this	journey	with	sensitivity	and	depth,
allowing	readers	to	witness	the	gradual	maturing	of	Antonio’s	character	as	he	navigates	the	challenges	and	ambiguities	of	life.		His	ultimate	realization	and	acceptance	of	the	multifaceted	nature	of	existence	underscore	the	novel’s	profound	exploration	of	growing	up	in	a	world	filled	with	both	beauty	and	brutality.	“Bless	Me,	Ultima”	is	a	profound	and
beautifully	written	coming-of-age	story	that	transcends	the	usual	narratives	of	youth.		Anaya	masterfully	blends	the	personal	with	the	universal,	delving	into	deep	themes	such	as	cultural	identity,	spirituality,	and	the	journey	from	innocence	to	understanding.		The	novel’s	strength	lies	in	its	ability	to	present	these	complex	themes	through	the	relatable
and	compelling	experiences	of	a	young	boy,	making	it	a	resonant	and	timeless	piece	of	literature.	


